
PREFACE

The State of Kolhapur was founded by Tarabai, the 
daugher-in-law of Shivaji the Great and widow of Chhatrapati 
Rajaram (1689-1700) at Panhala in 1710, which was later 
shifted to Kolhapur. This State existed till 1949. The 
Chhatrapati of Kolhapur occupied an important status as 
they were the direct descendants of Shivaji the Great.
As a second branch of Maratha Rajya Kolhapur had a special 
significance in Maratha History.

The Kolhapur State founded by Tarabai was flourished, 
developed and was protected hy the heroism of many sardars 
and warriors, coining from brave families. The Chhatrapatis 
of Kolhapur granted jahagirs to many such heroic sardars. 
These sardars were known as feudatory states and saranjams 
under the Kolhapur State. There were nine feudatory States 
and saranjams under Kolhapur Rajya.The Torgalkar Shinde 
was one of the minor feudatories of Kolhapur Darbar, who 
rendered great service to Kolhapur State. „

Torgal, the headquarter of the chief of Torgalkar 
Shinde, is about a 100 miles south-east of Kolhapur. In 
1690 Torgal was taken from the Bijapur Government by 
Narsojirao Shinde, the son of Murarrao Shinde, who was 
regarded as the founder of this Shinde family and was given 
to him as a saranjam or military grant by Chhatrapati 
Rajaram. Narsojirao rendered great services to Rajaram 
Maharaj during precarious days.
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sambhaji I (1714-60), the Chhatrapati of Kolhapur , 
married Jijabai who hailed from the Torgalkar Shinde family, 
the daughter of Narsojirao Shinde, and his family got 
special significance in Kolhapur Darbar. During the 
struggle between Sambhaji and Shahu, the Chhatrapati of 
Satara, the Shinde Family rendered yeomen services to the 
cause of Chhatrapati of Kolhapur. Chhatrapati Sambhaji I 
(1714-60) gave the title of ‘Senakhaskhel*(Commander of 
the select body of troops) to Torgalkar Shinde in 1732.

Narsojirao Shinde and his successors, Subhanrao Shinde, 
Laxmanrao Shinde I, Sambhajirao alias Shankarrao Shinde and 
Laxmanrao shinde II rendered valuable services to the 
Kolhapur State.

Here an attempt has been made to study the history 
of Torgal jahagir right from its origin i.e. 1690 to 1853* 
the period which is the most important period of Torgal 
jahagir from political point of view. During this period 
the jahagir was fully independent. In this period the Shinde 
family of Torgal rendered valuable services to the 
Chhatrapatis of Kolhapur fcy supporting them in many critical 
times of conflicts and diplomacy.Till the year 1853 the 
matrimonial alliances between Torgalkar Shinde and the 
Chhatrapati of Kolhapur were more rigid. The end of this 
period marks the end of independency of Torgal jahagir.

This is a descriptive-cura-interpretative study of 
Torgal Jahagir by using original source material such as 
Nlvadee, Chitnisi, Parasnis Daftars and mainly political files
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of correspondence between the Chhatrapatis of Kolhapur 
and Torgalkar Shinde..*Torgal jahagir Files* which are 
preserved in the State Archives of Kolhapur. In this work 
I have also referred to so many published works relating 
to this subject.

/In course/preparing this work I have received a 
valuable help and co-operation from many persons and I 
feel it ray duty to express ray deep gratitude to all of 
them. First, I must express my deep gratitudes to Dr.B.R* 
Kamble, Professor and Head, Department of History, for his 
encouragement, suggestion and co-operation.

I must express my deep sense of gratitude to my 
Research Guide Dr. B.D*Khane, Department of History, who 
guided me at every step of this work. With his guidance 
and help I am able to complete this M.Ihil. Dissertation.
I acknowledge my Indebtedness to him.

I am greatly obliged to Shri N.D.Fatil,
General Secretary, and Shri V.R.Barvade, Inspector, Mahatma 
Phule Shikshan Sanstha, Urun-Islampur, for my deputation 
for M.Phil. course and co-operation. I am thankful to 
Principal V.B.Sayanakar, K.B.P.College, Urun-Islampur for 
his encouragement and co-operation. I am also thankful 
to Prof. B.A.Patil (Appa) for his inspiration. I express 
my regards to Prof. M.T.Jadhav, Head, Department of History, 
K.B.P.College, Urun-Islampur for his valuable co-operation 
and I am thankful to Prof. R.P.NIpanikar for hid assistance 
in reading ‘modi' script of source material. I am thankful 
to the members of both teaching and non-teaching staff of
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K.B.P.College, Urun-Islampur for their co-operation.
I am thankful to Rajesaheb Pratapsinh Shinde, the 

son of last Senakhaskhel Narsojirao Shinde of Torgal Jahagir 
who gave us valuable record of Torgal jahagir , and 
assisted us in our personal visit to Torgal. I am also 
thankful to Shri Ramachandra shinde, an old servant of 
Torgal Jahagir who guided us at Torgal fort.

I am thankful to my friends Prof. Deodatta Patil, a 
popular Marathi Novelist, Prof. A.K.Pattekari, Prof. V.D. 
Kadaxn and Prof. V.G.Panaskar for their encouragement and 
I am especially thankful to Prof. N.S.Kshirsagar for his 
valuable co-operation andsuggestions in completing this 
Dissertation.

I am also thankful to late Shri S.S.Patil, the former 
Supdt. and Shri • S.D.Bhosale the present Supdt. and Mr. 
Toraskar and his staff, of the Record Office, Kolhapur 
for providing me the necessary records, files and Books.
I am also obliged to Bharat Itihas Sanshodhan Mandal, Pune, 
Pune Alienation Office and to the Librarian and Staff of 
Shivaji University, Kolhapur. I am thankful to shri B.K* 
Nakil, Registrar, Shri S.S.Patil, Librarian of K.B.P.College, 
Urun-Islampur.

I am personally responsible for the opinions expressed 
and the errors, if any, in this Dissertation.
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