CHAPTER « X

KOLHAPUR STATE 3 ITS TOPOGRAPHY AD HISTORY
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Before discussing the details of efucationsl pmgress
achisved in Xolhapur State during the reign of Chhatranati
"ajaram Maharaj it is essemtial to know scmething about
Kolhapur State and Chh,Pajaram Maharei, "herefore, the rese-
archer intends to Adiscuss in this chapter the topogranhy the
administrative divisions »nd the historical dbackground in
brief of Xolhapur State, Besides a dbrief sketch of Chh,"ajaram
Maharaja's early life will also de given in this chenter,

Kolhepur which is sls> known as Farveor is one of such
places vhich has religious importance =nd historicel signifi.
cance since ancient times, Xolhapur and ¥arveer have been two
different names of one and the smme nlace since ancient times,
Kolhapur has been famous since good old dayas for 'Totus’® which
is also the 'Nationsl Flower Of India‘,

Kolhanur also enjoys great relicinus immortance, It
is rightly referred to as ‘Dakehin Xashi', “ccording to the
0ld religious scriptures Kolhanur has been the home of 313
crores of Cods snd Coddess, Karveer nagari or ¥Yolhanur is
considered to be as pure as 8 tample, "eligious devotees from
different places come here to take dips into the ponds naxed
as 'Lakshtirth’ and 'Koti Tirth'’, In Xolhapur there are a
number of places of religious importance such as ’mbabai
Tample, Tramboli Devi Temnle, Vitheba Tmnle, Yallamna, Thol-
Khandoba Tomple and Padhakrishna Temple, Outside the capital



eity there are some other old famous tamles like Khidrampur's
Sarsswati Temple, Kopeshwar Tcawle, Meshakali Temple at Chinchli,
Dattamandir at Marsobawadi near Shirol, Jotirling Temmle at
wadi-Ratnagiri, ~nd “amling Temple etc, Thare are also fsnous
Jain temples on Bamiball hnl.l

Kolhapur state wes on important lMaratha principality
in the Western presidency, In the 17th century ¥olhapur became
a part of Maratha Kingdom founded by Chh,"hivaji, From the first
decade of the 183th century Kolharur becane a distincuished
principality, smong the Indian gtates, It was the largeat native
state in Jouthern Msharashtre,

Kolhwpur state lay between 17°10'45" and 15°,850'20°
rorth latitude and 74°,44°11% and 73%,43'10" east latitude,
It wes bonded on the north by the river "'arna which separated
it from the British District of “atara, on the northis by the
river Krishna, on the eesst an? south by the District of
Belgaum and on the west by the Sahayesdri mountain which divided
it from Sawvantwadi on the South-West and “atnagiri on the west,
The total area of state was 3217,1 scquare miles, of which
2124.6 belonged to tha state prover and the rest to fewlatory
Jahagire under the ﬂ:at:c.’

84x big rivers vis Krishna, warnas, 'liranyakeshi,
Panchaganga, Doodhganga and Vedaganga and their big and small
tributaries watered the territory of Yarveor state »and also
enriched its soil, Scientists have DHeen mrcguing since lone that
Kolhaour region is very rich in mineral Adeposits,



Kolhanur state consisted of the following 10
administrative units and 9 Feudatory Jahagirs unler its control
1) Rarveer, 2) Panhala, 83) Mlte, 4) Shirol, 3) Rajrs,

6) Chanwad, 7) Gadhinglaj, 8) Taibag, %) Bhudargad snd

10) Tadhanagari were the 10 Mahals or sdninistrative units

in Xolhapur state, The state also nossessed the followinag
feudatory Jahagirs under its control : 1) Vishalgad, 2) Bavada,
3) Xapasi, 4) Kagal (5r,), 8) Kagal (Jr,), 6) Torgal, 7) Inch-
alkaranji and the 2 petti Jahagirs of 85) immat Bahadur and
Sarl.ashkar.’

HISTORICAL BACNGROUND 4

Kolhapur and the adjoining historic Panhala fort have
& long and glorious historical background, In ancient timese
the Shilhar Kings ruled in the Deccan with Panhala as their
capital,

Chhatrapati “hivaii Msharaj the “>uniler of Maratha
power ceptured Panhala fort soon afiter “fzalkhan's assasi-
nation in 1659, Since then Kolhapur recgion formed a nert of
Hindavi %earaj, Chh,Shivafi Meharaj died in 1630, Chhatranatd
Saubhaji the eldest son of Shivaji had to smend all the vears
of his regime in fichting against the enenies of Swyaraj, In
1689 Chh,Sambhaii was crually put to death by the Mughals,
After this the Marathas began to face bolily the fulfledged
Mughal invasion under the leadership of emperor Murangazed
who was out to conmuer the NDeccan territory ‘Chhatramati
Rajaran 1I' son of Shivaji led the Maratha resistance,
However, he was 8 weak and @elicate man ~n! 5 he could not
sustain hardships of military expeditinna, In 1700 when the



Maratha war of independence was still going on Chh, "ajaram
died, After his death his widow the young, anbitious, drave
and resourceful Terabal couragously led the Maratha forces,
She installed her son Shivaji on the throne and herself
became the regent, Tarsbail very well organized the Maraths
defances and succeeded in defeating the Mughal trooons umler
Marsngued himself, Aurangsed died in Aispair in Maharashtra
in 1708, After Mirangaeb’'s Adeath his son released Chh, Fhahu
the son of Chh,Sambhaji from the Mughel cmtivity, Chh,
Shahu's relesse csused internal ..o insicns among the
Marathss, Chh,Shahu claimed the Meratha throne for himself,
Tarsbal rejected his claims, Maratha Civil war started in
which Chh,%hahu got success, In 1708 Chh,%hahu coronated
himself and began to rule the laratha Kingdom €from 3atara,
Tarsbai shifted to Panhala and fram there she declared her
independence, Thus Chh,Shivaji Maharaja's dmuchter-in-law
Msharani Tarabail laid the foundetions of amther independent
Maratha state at Kolhapur in 1710, Tisputns between Satara
and Kolhaour continued till 1730, In 1731 all the Aisputes
between the two states were settled by the tresty of 'arna,
By the smme treaty Kolhanur came to be rocognised as an
independent Maratha State.’

In 1710 when Msharani Ter@dal declare the indenen-
dence of RKolhapur state, She seated her son on the throne,
However, within 4 yesrs a palace rewolution oecured in _ —-—.
Kolhepur, Tarasbai's son Chh, Shivaji was removed from ~2
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throne and Tarsbai too was imprisoned, Chh, Tajsram’s II wife
"ajashail and her son Sambhadi conspired against Tarsbail and
won the throne for Sambhaii who ruled Xolhmour state from
1714  1760.3

The £4irst four Chhatrapatis of Xolhanur vis , Sanbhaid
(1714-1760), Shivaji II (1762-1813), Sambhaji Alias Masahed
(1813+1821) and Shashaji slias Buvasshed (1821-1938) ruled
over Xolhapur state as truely independent rulers, In 1821
Chh,Sambhaji alias ’basahed was brutslly killed in his own
palace by a young Maratha Sardar named Sayaji idbhite, Between
1838 snd 1884 three more Chatrapatis vie, “hivaji III (18383«
1866), Pajaram (1966-1870) and Shivaji IV (1871-18383) ruled
Kolhspur gtate, On the death of Chh,Shivaji IV 4in 13893 the
dowager queen "anandibai sdonted ’basaheb Thatge's 10 vesr
0ld son, “his boy was installed on the "olhamur gedi in 1894
and he cmme to De known as "ajarshi Chhatranati Shahu

Maharaj .‘

Chhatranati Shahu Maharaja who ruled Yolhsmur state
from 1994 to 1922 was a nrogressive ruler, 'ie was also a
great social reformer, He during his reign asdonted a mmber
of measures to improve the conditions of the masses, Due to
his contimmus efforts Kolhanur became an important centre
of progressive social and educational activities and the mone-
Bra'min politice in Western India, In 1922 Chhatrapati Shahu
Msharaja died at the age of forty=eight, o had two sons,

His eldest son Chh, Rajaram (1897-1940) ascended the throne
at Nolhspur in 1922,



EARLY LIPE OF CHHATRAPTY RATARAM ,

Ps the present work is a study of Kolhapur state
under Chhatrapati Rajaram it is essential to Aiscuss here
the eerly 1life of this Chhatrapati,

Chhatrapati Rajaram Maharaja was born on 3lst July
1897, His birth was a matter of great nleasure and havviness
in the wvhole of Kolhapur State, As a hanpy gesture, 12 of
the best behaved prisonaers were released, food, sweets and
clothinags along with money were distributed to all the poor
and deserted people,! Later on in the yoer 1998, he fell 111
but fmpmved his health soon after, In his childhood he was
given regular training in horse was trainel for horse riding
everyday in the morning and evening, As he bacame more mnd
more skilled in horse riding, his interest to study and unier-
stand the world around him increasad, The woung Chhatrsnatd
becsne more and more attached to vrimary educetion, He was
taught by the best Pandits and Scholars so as to make him well
versed in Marathi, Tor his Enclish educatinn which later on
ensbled him in coninc with the problems his father Thri Chh,
Shahu Meharaja asked Dr . Irwin and his wife Mrs.Irwin to take
up the responsibility, Young Chh, Rajaram =1s0 develoved a deep
affection for this couple whose behaviour was exemplary decent,
But the sudden death of Dr,Irwin, the entire responsibility of
Chh,Rajaran Msharaja's education fell on Mrs, Irwin, As she was
diligent and greatful yvoman, She under the general direction
of Diwansahed started her tuition classes inside the royal
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palace itself, Due to this Chh Rajaran Maharaja grew w
mentally very well, At the age of 13, he became a very good
hunter and horse rider too, Then Chh,Shahu Maharaja decided
to send both of his sons to great Britan for higher studies B

EDUCATION AND TRAVEL IN BURCPE

Mrs.Irwin loft for fngland a little earlier in order
to arrange for sccommodation for the princes and their
friends, She selected for Rajarsm an educntion centre named
as the 'Burnham *ouse'’ in the Middlesex Country, It was a
very famous institution, Almost sll the children nassinc from
that institute had became successful in one field or amther,
It had desn wrking successfully for 35 years vhen wouno
*gjaram Mgharaja sought admnission there, T™he clear motive of
the school was to create strong individuals who excellsd mot
only in their respective fields but alse showed liking and
interest in other ficlds also, This ways bound to make them
successful cendidates in everyday life at the different levels
of aoeiﬂ:y.’

The education there consisted of religious study,
dancing, swimming, caroentership, study of differ languages
1like Creek, Latin, French, German, Drawing and Painting and
other important sujects,

Shri Chh, ajaran Maharad alonag with his vouncer
brothaer Chh,Shivaji a2nd other friends left “or the rosy
future ahead of him on May 12¢th, 1912, For protection md
comforts Shrimant Papusahed Maharaj an? Sir "ao Sahadur Sabnis



accompaniod the boys to noglend, As threo months were still
there for the resvening of the school, two mnsters were
privately sppointed to tesch Chh, Rajaram lisharais, Mrs.Irwin
informed by letter to Shri Chh,Shahu Meharajs sbout the
snocial arrancements that had deen made for Yuvraj ajeram
his bDrother Shivaji Maharaj snd others, “he wrote "As
students they will soon ¢o to reside at the school but they
will cmme to me everyday esither for meals or dDreakfast and
they will often spend their evenings in my company, If anybody
falls 111 or needs treatment or nursing or if any of the
princes needs any special care necessary arrangaments for the
princes can be made 4in the neighdourhood of my house” .m

Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj replied to the letter saying
that he 414 not wish his sons to receive any snecial treatment
because of his royal status, He wanted his sone to identify
themselves completely in mi.pd and spirit with the young Pritish
boys, It wuld be emough lé they took their meals once in a
weak at Mrs . Irwin'’s place, Chh,Shahu Maharaia wes & man wvho
414 not want aristocracy to seeo into the brains of his sons
and other children whom he had sent from here. \fter Chh,
Rajaram Mgharaia started going to his school recularly, Mrs,
Irwin wrote, "I mu sending with this letter a cooy of 'Hegs
and Finchley Times' paper in which there is a list of sucec-
essful students along with the fields in which they have been
successful, You will de hsppy to note the contents and also
the achievenents of young Rajaram, Bal played very well and
won a cricket ball and a silver medal, Shiveji cot a besutiful
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small wetch, Jayasinorso cot a knife, Ingle got a ball, “npa
gt a leather writing box and Shankar ot a pair of rings’ 11

The above paragraph shows the achievaments of the
young Marathas who had learnt to survive in a yorld alien
to them, Chh, Rajaran Maharaj mixed wp very well with his
Fnolish colleagues as per the wishes of his father, “ne yvear
after Chh.Rajaram startod his education thers, 9ir ',
Morrison wrote to Chh,Shahu Maharafa, "I visted hedden
yvesterday in the afternoon, There I gaw 211 the six doys
rlaying foot«dall, It was saturday aftermnn, I watched the
game for helf an Wour, Princes like others was nlaying
lsboursly., ™his time they looked less fat and more cuick then
when I saw them first in England, They have been reduced and
looked more slim and healthy, There iz mo doubt that thevy are
still unieveloped in some respects, But cvery time I mticed,
Fyerybody likes tham. All the six looked very hapoy" .12

In the year 1914 in Janusry Chh, Rajaram Msharaj
enrolled himself into St,Pdwards school at Oxford and there
he learnt more sbout agriculture which wes his €awvourite
subject, In 1915 he was accamnodated into the "princes Hostel"
at Dove in Brighton, S0 as to enable hin t> learn bhetter
manners Mra.Ilrwin helped him to communicnte with the wounded
Hindu soldiers lying in the "oyal Pavilion nd Nome, T™he
wounded were soothed by the soft spoken volice of the vouno
prince, The hapriness of the wounded soldiers especially of
those who hailed from Kaegal "nd “olhsnur are=ss knew no bourds,
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Jayasingrao and his friends distriduted sweects, While getting
introduced to the Major, Rajaram Maharaje gave him aleo a few
pounds for the special comport of there wunded patients,

RETURN TO THE MOTHFR=LAKRD

Chh,Pajaran Maharaja‘s homesikness moticesbly inerensed
during his stay in Pngland, Mrs.Irwin recocniszed this and sonn
planned to send younc Chh,Rajaram to his home country, But the
situation in Maharashtra yas then full of unrest and taking
this into consideration Mrs . Yrwin wrote to Chh,Shahu Maharai,
*T41l the beginninc of Mcust when we leave Fnoland our
address will be the smme, Hope the route t» India will be
smooth and safe by then, "eachinc Chh;”ajarun safely back to
vou will give me immense gatisfaction of havine done my
entrusted duty" .13

This shows how concerned Mrs. Irwin was of Chh,Pajaram's

safty, Chh,Fajaran Maharaj left Fngland alonc with his

friends on 10th July 1918 and reached Vewymrk om 19th July,

He also mede a careful study of the ways »nd customs of
'merican people, He visited a mmber of scenic mnd man made
beasutiful places, From there he went to Janen ani from there
he proceeded to Colombo, He finally reached his canitsl safely
on 17th October 1918 along with his friends, ™he peonle he
saw in all these ocountries, their customs their ways of

living all affected and influenced young Chh,“ajarsm, Hig

experience abroad went a long way in meking him in future

a good mlu‘.“
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DURING HIS STAY IN ENGLAND ;

During his stay in Ingland Chh , Rajaran Msharaj had
been influenced by the British ways of living, His mental
capacities incressed after being guided by the experienced
tnglish lecturets and Professors, Seeing the over all physical
and mental {mprovement of Chh,"ajaram Maharaj his father Chh,
Shahu Maharad felt happy and satiafied,

MRS, IRWIN'S OPINION

Chh,Rajaran Maharaja's tutor Mrs,Irwin remarked about
her student in the following words, ® bout 16 years ago, Shri
Chh,Shalmu Maharaj entrusted his children to me for education,
At that time it was reslly a very tough job for me to shift
the attention of these young nrinces from hunting of tigers,

wild pigs and other ganco.ls

Tlowly with a great mmount of pestience »nd balance,
I worked over them and taught them to love the art of
learning, From youth Chh Rajaram was lovable ® his te=chers
and his students, friends, In London and Oxford with his well
developed manners he cmptivated his Decturers an?! Professors
who constantly advised other Suropean students ¢o follow him,

He was interested in both sports snd stulies, He
always used to be anxious to complete “ootball and cricket
were his favourite outdoor gmmes, He combined both studies
and outdoor games with a great fineness,
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He was & favourite smong students too, His cultured
behaviour ever smiling face his charitable nature all
attracted the students to him especially the vower,

He was a principled person who slways enjoyved
company and people round him,

&9

Though he had the power change the lives of hunireds
and thousands of people he never considered neonle as his
pupoets, He behaved to everyone resvectfully,

He had a deen love "nd devotion towards his mother
and respect for his father's wishes and —romotness to be have
accordingly, These were the two outstanding traits in him,
These two cqualities made Shri Chh,"ajaram a2 vervy respectable
king in his life time, Me was & very obedient child who
believed in the wishes of his parents ~nd nut himself comple-
tely to fulfill them,

His self confidence and broad mindedness helned him
in increasing his knowledge fast, His oncn nature helned me
in moulding him into a successful individual, His innocent
behaviour also own me over and helped in creating a beasutiful
‘Tutor Child' relationshins” .“

Later on, Chh,Shahu Maharai sent his vouno son to
Allashabad for future education in the field of aoriculture,
He was sent to the Vubing Christian Collece is Allahabad on
9th "ecanber 1915, He stulied there for one year =nd passed
with good merks after which he come back to the eapital for
practical experience in the art of administration,
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BUSINE3S FXPERIENCE 4

Chh,Shahu Maharaj wanted his sons ¢to be well wversed
in all spheres of 1ife, He had entrusted to his sons certain
duties in the field of business, Both Chh,"ajaram and Chh,
Shivaji were clever Dusinessmen and founded to Dusiness
organiseations called R,B,N, and Co, and S,A,company, Their
knowledge and skill of conducting businesses profited the
subjects. In the same way they also set up a ‘Sahakari
Kothar' (Co-operative Society) for the benefit of common
people, Chh,Shivaji Maharaj was the proxoter of the Kothar,
Both these comnanies soon flourished snd carned immense
profits,17

APPRENTICESHIP IN ADMINISTRATION ¢

2ince a very young age Chh . Rajarsan had deen a lover
of Truth and Justice. Tor the experience 0f legal matters he
had been entrusted a cese in wvhich the quilty person vho was
condemned wanted the quit t0 De taken of his shoulders, Tor
this he cmme to youno Chh, ajaram and beqgcred for the shift
of guilt to the inmocent person's shoulders, He wanted the
verdict to be given in his favour, Chh,Fajaram Maharaj said,
“You should not able with the work of dispensation of Justice,
The Goddess of justice des mot know relations an? friende
ships. She recognizes only truth and honesty” .}® Prom this
incident one can understand the values and ideals cherished
by this prince since the early days of his careers,
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Ag a king, Shri Chh,Rajaran loved all his sudbjects
equally,. In his Laks'mivilas Palace he had servants belonging
to sll castes and coomunities, He was never influenced by the
feelings of 'High' and ‘lovw’, He was e king who svpreeiated
good work and skill, “hen on a hunting session he woulAd
slways look to the comforts mclu'é(lng hunger and thirst of
his servants, In a society vhere neonle ate fo0d nrepared nnly
by Bratming Fajaram Maharsja had no such restrictions, Ve
would sit down his subjects and eat the srmme tyne of food with
them, He loved the mute animals also in the same way as he
loved his sibjects. He never overvorked his horse, He was a
sympathetic king who very well urderstood the miseries of the
poor and the plight of the succecded in wnlifting them and
giving tham honour and status in the socﬂ.atv.”

The first world war had slready started wvhen Chh,
Rajesran Maharaj was undergoing educational training in England,
When he returned back he handled the tense situastion with rare
skill, His feelings of self~confidence and nower of oratory
stood him in ¢ood stead here, He travellced all through
southern Maharagshtra and made the peonle aware that aood
would come to the Indians only 4if they co-onerate! with
fnolish acainst their enamies, ™his ooulAd dring aout more
reforms in India, Due to his encouragement around 16000
Maharashtrains came forwerd to heln the RBritish war efforts
Chh Rajaram'’s contribution ¢o the British war aqlorified him
all through Maharashtra,
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Chh ,Rajaram Maharaj was married to Indumati Devi,
the daughter of the king of Baroda Fatthesingraso, The
marriage ceremony took place on lst ’pril 1918 .20

T™he great Chh,Shahu Maharaj died on 6th May 1922,
His desth drowned the entire lower caste society in a see"

of sorrow,

After the death of Chh,Shahu Maharaj, hri Chh,
Rajaram Maharaj took the vow of following into his father's
footsteps, He was a person who understood his responsibi-
lities and acted accordingly with full sonse of justice t»
everyone,
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