
PREFACE

In 1710 A* D. the separate Maratha State of Karveer 
was founded by Tarabai, the daughter-in-law of Shivaji the 
great. This branch of Maratha State had lasted upto 1949# 
when it merged into Indian Union. The Chhatrapatis of 
Kolhapur were the direct descendants of Chhatrapati - 
Shivaji. So this family was occupying an important place 
and status in the history of Marathas.

Unfortunately this state had to face many perils 
from various coiners. In 17th century the East India Company 
established its commercial monopoly and consequently 
political hegemony over many parts of India. The English 
were superior in every way. The Chhatrapatis of Kolhapur 
had to sign a number of agreements with the East India 
Company by which the English obtained many trading facili
ties, licences and political concessions. The time was 
against the Chhatrapatis. Some Chhatrapatis like Shivaji II 
and Buwasaheb were trying to shake off the British yoke, 
but 12hey did not succeed in their mission.

Here an attempt has been made to trace the - 
relations between this Chhatrapati family with the English 
right from the inception of the state, i.e. since 1710 to
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the Great Revolt of 1857 and the Chhatrapatis were failed 
and how English became victorious. This period constitutes 
one of clash between the expanding British Bropire and 
waning Karveer Maratha state. During these momentous years 
the British outplayed the Karveer Chhatrapatis both in war 
and diplomacy.

This is a descriptive-cum-interpretative study of 
British relations with the Karveer State by using original 
source material such as Nivdee; Chitanisij Parasnisi#
Daftars housed in Kolhapur Archives. As well as Treaties 
and Engagements signed by the British with the Chhatrapati. 
In this work I have also consulted so many published works 
relating to this topic.

In course of preparing this work I have received 
help and co-operation from many and I deem it my duty to 
egress ray deep gratitude to all of them. I must express my 
gratefulness and gratitude to Dr. B. R. Karable# Professor 
and Head# Department of History# Shivaji university#
Kolhapur# for his encouragement# suggestion and co-operation.

I must esqpress my deep sense of gratitude to my 
Research Guide# Dr. B. D. Khane# who guided me at every 
step of this work until its completion. Without his guidance 
and help this M.phil. Thesis would have been absolutely 
impossible. I acknowledge my indebtedness to him.
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I am thankful to Dr* A. R. Bhosale, Reader* 
Department of History, Shivaji University, Kolhapur, 
for his co-operation and encouragement. I am also 
greatful to ray friend Miss. S. R. Salunkhe for her 
help and co-operation and also thankful to my 
brother Nandkumar Jadhav for his help.

My thanks are also due to Librarian of Shivaji 
University, Kolhapur, Mr. Toraskar and staff of the 
Record office, Kolhapur, for their help in getting me 
necessary books and original source material.

I express my deep sense of gratitude to ray 
revered father (Dada) and ray mother who inspired me to 
pursue ray M.Phil. studies. This enables me to complete 
my M.Phil. dissertation in time. Lastly, I am thankful 
to Yashashree Typing Centre*

I am personally responsible for the opinion® 
expressed and the errors, if any, in this Thesis.
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