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Epdloque

By the end of the 13th century most of the towns in Great
Britaln secured certain measure of selfegovornment and also
£reedom from feudal exsctions, The '&raﬁe guilds aiso functioned
in each town and craftsmen were ﬁfealy admitted to the merchants‘
guilds, The line &f demarcation between: merchant and craftsmen
wa$ not very sharply defineds In 16th century there took place a
rapid development of industries and specialization of industries.
Guilds and oraftasmen multiplied and bec%ame povwerfal, In course of
time the position of merchants in Englax::d becamé more strengthened
as the English mmn acgorded special p:ivzleges o them, Theé
English €itown in 16th century vwas not onlyr a dabtbr to these
merchants but was under the recurrent neﬁaaswy u:f.’ new borrowing,
This enhanced the poss.ucn of the memtiants, Wi'l:ln the growth of
trade the Crown azaaz théughts it pmf&ta{tﬂe to hellg promoting trade,
AS a result of this the Tradérs' aAssociastions foraing into
companies came into exigterie with the sanction of the government,
On the othor hand the joint stock wnpany with ons eapital holding
it jointly by many members became an imlportant femture of English
trade in tha 17th gentuny. The trading faompjan&es served a very

usegful advenmmus'purpose in the gacgr.%aphi&al discoveries in
the world. It 48 in this process that t;he Bast In2ia Company was
formed in Great Britain with the charter of the Crown with the
main aim to trade with India, The East India %ﬂllpany thus came
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into existence with logical seguenge with growth of nerchants'
capital in England, The Company Was empowered to meke only those
lawg which will not be in contravention o the Erglish laws,

The English Crown in thesé ehac&'ets igsued in the early
years of 17th century to the East Indis Company cave {t mbie and
more povwer to nake iaws to appoint officers and o raise the
armies as .tt: feals nsczessany o meet the local s#maﬁian. Jamas I
on Pebruagy 4» 1623 actendad the povier of the camgany eren. to try
the eases and punish the offénders, The Bast ‘n,zd%a Company -ownéd
the fortreases of Bombay, Madras and calcutta‘"né%urany hailit
up on the lines suggested by these cpaﬂ-.za‘ra.. The Severnoks in
the —fag'ts of Bombay, Madrag and Caléutta also \s%&rﬁad: éxiaféi&:.ng
judicial suthority in their respective: areass BY the charter of
| 1883 the Company iew'a's’, given tight te‘ma!ée peate asd wap With
native princes in :nd:la. This charter la.td the chnaation for
anpira building by thé Company in Ind:la. '.ema dherter also wade
it cleap that war and peace would ult;in[tateiy be %he authority of
the GmWﬁc ‘mS,s Wwould mean that the, comg.sany was ?:thoi:s,se& )
make war and peace and its aecisions were ﬂnalll.g 0 be appioved
by the Grown, 'rhis was a remaﬁ:able'decisicn in| the seéense that
a Company wWas. madee ﬁme in var and paaee mam:ers fbut at the

same time govammmt of Great Brihaiu mnt-.mue 'the Compairy -

by reserving the £inal samtion of mthaut.y ‘I:ﬂ »K:an The Charter
) 14

(2683) also accorded the authority to'the company withih their
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Eo'.v,:es. to coin any gpecles of money usually ¢eined by native
princes, This power of colning money made their commersisl power
of ré;maﬂﬁable' importance. It is this charter which suthbrized the
company for establishing munieipal constitution for Madras. This
gave the company a terpitogial chagacter in Madres, therefoge an
important politic¢al base, The charter Act 6f 169 is epoch making,
1t gave sovereigt pouars to the Bast India Compary o govern its

' tecritony.gv b A £actan¢.es and plantations. The Conpany was also

‘ auttnrised to appoint governors and officers who could raise
forges fof' the defence of forts, factories and pIantations.

This would indicate that from ime to time the English
Crovwn lssued charters guiding both governmental end trade affairs
of East India Company in India. Afiter the ﬁavolution of 1688 the
English parliament became: almost supreme in Gseat*. Britain. The
English Crown or the Ring became then a censt&mﬁcn& Monagch
and parliiament became a supreme Law making lpudyfcsf the land.
Theie was no muntry in Burope which adopted the:a represéentative
system of govéfnmént ag eagly as the close of the 17th gentury,
Eupope Was the vanguard of the modein civﬁ.lizatim Tharafore;
English parliament as early as the ¢losing years of 17th century
made England ehe mot.he: of parlliamentify sysm cf the world,

It is the English parliament that in place of the Grovn
isgyed charters from time to time o the East Incis Company from
the 18th century onwards.: The Engnéih; parlisment was dominated
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equally by the mawial ¢lass which wag replading the fendal
ulasa :!.n the 1ath aantury vary ragidlya ‘l‘ha charbsr act of 1608
granted territoriel sovereignty to the Nast Indie Company in
India., By this aAct ﬁhe Eagt India Company not only became

- administrative and commsredal sgency of the parliament (Chown)

_ “rut algo was empowdred to acquire térritory end £iso make war or
peace with native powers in India, This was a great lendmark 4n
the ii:‘:‘e af ‘the East India Company ag :!.t. fully uweed this provision
-of the cha:ter Aef: o mmbm the nau.vel powers ir India and build
up an emp.im in tshe Indian subedontinent. How dic it bbtain this
@bjer:tive is a matier of great inwmet' fop the ssudents of
commercial and militargy history of India.

The Bast«India Company was éstablished on The West &oast

of inﬂia in Surat 4n 1612 and thereaéual,r went on pleading its case
with the Mughal gwemene for secu:.tng“[ the new teading basis,
rheﬁeaﬂtar in 1639 the local chief of wand:;vaah ampoverad the

" Eest India Company to build a fortiess ?;o mint may and £ govern
Ma&ras. on cbnéitian that half of the eI\zstams ant tevemiey of

the :‘t ware paid w the geanter. Yn this way th= goinpany secured
& strong base of nadraa. The Company - also obtained in 1693 the

grent of three .vﬂlages adjodining Madras.

Tt was in an unexpected manner that the igland of Bombay
was acquired by the Bast; India Company in 1660!s. Bonbay as 16

] . i
wad a guapded island rose up pol:ttieéllf'y and comrercially within
|
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a gpan of £ifty years., At the close of the 17th century the
Eagt-i;néla c:émpany alsé sumes'giully interferred in the affairs
of the Eastern fl;ndia and its adjoining territoties, Bengal was
alvays a weak administrativa spot of the Mughal ¢overnment,. It
was very tmxch cut off £mm the cenibyal gcvez.‘mnen'& at Dalhis The
r_dughal gnvegnment at Delhi Was also .mtI apprehensive as there

. was no. ﬁhreat:' fyom the bay of Bengal 88 3t Vas &0 aften from the

) mm westem £ront3.e.-:. Therefore qmamnent of Bengal remained
a neglected child. It is ths.s n.solation of Bengal that was the
advantage of the nababaa of u Bengal who rangined loyal to the

,nughal govermment only in name. o!:hewwise iy case of wesk ruler
at nalhi Bengal:l nababs :emained free for aJ.l praztical matters.
It is this situation. o:E Bengal that gave upper haad to the
nafathas and to the East xmiia company in the z.ash phase of
Mughal mle in Bengal, Plassy and Bw:an were fougat in this
hamxgmund and the Bast zndia Company aequimﬂ Dizani rights in
1765 aver B:Lham ‘Hengal, and Orissaa

;
The amuisi’cion of D éwani right;sl in Bengal by the Company
mada the Company -rule very m’:’:h unpnpulgr‘: in that area., By
atquiring Diwani grights Company remained unchalieagable, important
tax collecting powef w:.thautr| aharing any . administrative
respongibility of any kind m‘ aaquired terrimty. Here comes the
tole of E:zg;.d:sh parliament ’ga :r,.nter:fe:e{ in the Company ‘s affalrs

in India, It was arguegi in the English bariiament that a trading
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conipany which is wmaking territorial gains in Indfa shonld mot

be allowed to mn outside the interests of the Bnglish State.
in fegt the East India Company which had secured charter of pover
from the English Crown should have gone on well in establishing
its own kingdom either independently or under the soversignty

of the Mughal rulers, But the politigsl theories shat Wwere advanced
‘ in Burepe maﬂé Eia_a(; India Company conscious of the pespongible
ciﬁaéns;:ip with ics own motherland. In fact Bengml, Bibar, Opissa
ware sort of dsnation to the Bast India Compaty, But the English
Pafliament felt thet whatever territory its citizens acquired éven
in alien lsnd its soverelonty pover ultimately rests with the
English parlisment. It is to the Sredit of both tae Bast znd‘la
Company and the snguah paruament thet they, remalned loyal

o the sofl of their land, It is in thié environmsit thet the

. ¥amous Regulating Aot of 1773 was paesed in British parliament,

In €his iﬁeﬁ'gnlabing agtithe judicial syatem was established
in Bengal for ‘ant‘.aﬂ’aing the  English J.aw a8 Qelz. as Hindu and
Mohonedan jaw in the tepritorys ch:leﬁ justice ws.t... thrée puiasne
juﬁges were appointed. The role of the cl.buﬂ:. was =o gettle the
revense a5 well aa othar ma-bters that cane baﬁore the coutt. Chief
justice was one of the senior membam in the .govesnor's gouncil.
_Reguit of this het was the constant tussz.e, pétweer the Governoe
end the chief justice in Bengal. This Alfficulty mas renioved by
the Paglismentary Att of 1781 by demarceting the jupisdiction of
t.hé mvém: an@ Chief Justice.



ancther landmark in the process of parliamentafy contgol
ovar the Bast md;la Company in India was the Charter Ack of 1813,
By this Ach three remaﬁ:able decisions weré teker by the
pagliament: 1) Christian missionaries wére allowsd to propagate
theip religion without any Inhibition, It was felt that the
activities of Christian misaionaries were pm;fite"sle to promdte
the English way of life in Indias The promotion cE Bngkish way
of Yife in J;nd:!.a would helpy ereating £avourable aﬂmsphera in
the Indisn markets for selling the Eng!.iah gotds. 1i) The Ghagter
agt also 1&& down that " s.nﬂigemus eé\zcatioa zmzst he promdted
by yearmarking supses one lakh evety yaar £rom Tks: gavemanual
fund, Phe idea that Bnglish eﬂucatian mlast-. ba pmtéd for
meeting £he needs of 'the East India %mpany‘s gowarnment in India
was there buh éousidering the temnement of thée Hdndus and the
Musz.ims they went cautiousl‘y .;p this co‘;mecbion i the promoting

of this policys
' . /
Foipd important point of the Act was that 21l the British

traders were pesmitted to trade with India whether they vere the
members of the Past India Company oF 1ot Q}mé thipd point
liberslized the pollcy of trade and ended the East India Company's
monopoly 4n the affsirs of Indian trade,

This ‘Acﬁ of B:"xtisb Parliament snfﬁiciea&h shows two
th&ngs * One, was that they becema paiit:wau’y aﬂa:e of ghe
imp@reanc@ of the mdian a&watiom, J:t alau !.ndiatsd that ﬁha
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commercisl class in Great Beitain éxerting its iLnfluence in Grest
B:;.taih was sufficiently aams,:nau‘ng in England, The third point
that becamne ifmportant in  this connection was thsth the Baglish
trade with India was profitable and encouraging £or the traders.
The Gharter AGt of 1813 magks the merchants® domination in the
English parlisment. The twenty vears that elapsed between 1813

dnd 1633 were wemarksble a5 much fof what heppéned in England
| as well in India in the growth of Bast India Company®s power in
Indla and the power of British parlisment "1:1 England, The growkh
of Brit:i.sh pwar in India had reached ¢o :H;a Jdoginal econclusions
Estahlishing ‘British mode) of aﬁminﬁ.atratiom eonsunication and
education became the isoued, of: prime impo:hance in Indias
Therefofe. the éham;en Act of 1833 dealt vith English education
extensively = English education ty Tndians vag recessary for
manning the English model of administrstion in Indfs. It is in
this eannaation that Macaulay's Lamous, m:lm:iaea oxz. English education
are mrtan’dq Macaulay Gealt with whole issua m: wio principles &
one on moral gkound and am%hes- on the g:ound of espaaiencyn
Macaulay felt that West had to perﬁam the sac:eé; duky of clvilize
ing the Easta In his view English educatian alm:e will civilisze
the Indians. Thetefom. he: pleaded m gauae of Emguah edudation
for the Indians in uncompromising haﬂm. It 48 be.iaausa of ‘hin
that English education was started in Indias Xt &5 this English
educagiuﬁ that pr;‘wed to be the maip ‘c;ause of sadia—mammic and
political changés fh Indiss English edueation helped British
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government in India in getting the human resources £or English |

. aduinistration but it slso helped Indlans in cresking swarensss
among them, The Charter Act of 1853 was just an extangion of the
Charter Aot of 1833 Tord Dalhousie established uklversity in
India, He wag a dominating figure who introduted destors sSclence,
state craf, commnication, education and telegrsoh gystem in
Indias Mutiny occurged in 1857 and British parglisaent bedame

the sole governor in India '
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