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CHAPTERAIV
END OF COMPANY RULE -

Iord Canning who suceeeded the Mar:quis of Dalhousie :Ln

. n February. 1856. had won a' peputation for stholarship at Oxford

and for statesmanuke ability as Postmaster-.senaal. He was
,capable and mdustrious but semewhat dif f:l.dent = his own powers

- and, not personally. ambitious. Slow in making up ,his mind to

any particular emltrse of action and conscientioms almost to a
fault, when he had ance ¢hosen his ground he dezended it skill-
. fully and held it with tenaeity. Seeing many sid-=s to every
| gquestion and an adept at Weighing evidence, he pcssessed the
judicial rather than the administrative temperam nt, He hid a

y ;wam heapt under : a resewe& ‘and cold manneg, I-Ia.o his lot been

g

cast in peaceful times he would have been an ideal head for the

' 'Indian Government but he was, called upon to deal with one of

'"‘the most terribler crises that ever confronted alstatesman.

N ‘.S,omg»of. his actiqz;s were gpen to critiqism :and kave been freely
M f :

'c)‘rirb:i_ciz”ed; but on the whole he emerged nobly f.tl;-om the appelling
ondeal to which A:e was subjected, If he lacked é’:xe daring

) _résqlution imperious will 'and personal force of .Dalheusi§ he
digplayed a Spleﬁdid constancy under taunts and '-mis:ep resentation
and he possessed a curious pover of detaching himself £rom the
influendes and passions of tpe mogent of solvinc intricate

proble,ms.l

There are two main views of the origin =1d meaning of the
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Indian Mutiny: one 'that it was a mere militar:y rising; the other,
that it was a Widespread conspiracy aarefully orr'*anized for the
overthrow of British powet. The men with the besr' eppertunity of
judging canme to diamétrically Opposite view on t:“.:\ia point.. Sir
John Lawrence held that t.he Mutiny b.ad :Lts origiga in the ar:my
and that its proximate cause was the cartﬁidge :Eair and
nothing else« 1'(-. Was not attrimtable ’ao any ant,cedent
conspi:acy what:evem alt.hough it was aftet:wards lf:zaken advantages
of by disaffected person to, compass their: own aﬁs 'rhe view of
Six: James 0111:4:‘&\:!:1 is almost the exact antithesis »f this, He

ik bgli.eved that :Lt was the result of a Muharmnadan noﬁ's"piracy'

making capital of H.indu grievances. The cartz:a.dge incident
mer,:,eg.y ptm&pit;aﬁgd the mutiny befoge 5.1; had been madé for

making the mutihy a first step to a popular insuf:r,eetipn.z

On the whole in spite of the fact that in some districts

the people seem to have risen before the sepoys, Lawrences

| view seems most: né‘ai‘:ly to approximate 4o the tm!ih. We may
.adsune;, thergfore, that rising was mainly militery in origin,

- but that it oecgfrgd at a time when for 'various }reascns there
was much social, ar'zd political discontent and th-le.h the mutineexs
were promptly jo'o;léed by interested adventurers Jsm tried to

. . éiVe it a partic¢ular direetion to suit thelp owr schemes,

’ Fortunately for British dominion in India there[was no single
national cause to which the agitators ggﬁlfi app%al. The fabric
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.. ©of Pritish Powers was built over, the ashes of wazring factories
': . and race enmitiess The Muti;f:gf was exploited aliks to revive the
u.'vanished' glories of the Mug'hal Empire « the fo= 5f all Hindu

f »;pi'ineipalities and to re.establish the pover of =he Maratha

“';" 'Pesm;’a . bhe har:editary rebel against Mughal aathority. The

‘fact that the political direction of the FMhitiny I“‘irat fell into

,' the hands of men who replaced Bahadur Shah ‘upox bis imperial

f by
'J

': throne was encugh in itself m alienate the smathﬁs of all
Hindu states, The attempt to summon back the ghcat of Maratha
gupremacy was ag it were only the political sem:ad thought
‘ aﬁ the mutiny and éame too late for success whar. the batk of
,' i " the rebellion was broken and the cause of the inrsurgents Was
Lt 3

o fahviously wan:tng. l

fvrne Political %uses

cin--r.e

J
i-l
A ,
‘, 2 There ¢an be no doubt that Palhousies' aé.nexahions and
e

! the doeﬁfingmlapaahad gaused a thrill of un?gsines,s ané

suSpicion thmughout India: This fact does npot racessarily

N
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" involve any ocndemnation of the late Govemr»ﬂe:seral‘s policy,
In all great reforms some vested interests must'se alienated
and it is arguable that but for the blunder of fr;he greased
cartridges the political discontent would have been allayed
by time and never have passed beyond the stage &f a vague
unrest\ But some Englishmen :tn Indla had uttered warnings of
the dangers ahead. Golonel .S?;eanan in 1853 had ¥ritten words



that future events probetic: The native states I consider to be
breakwaters and whén they are all sWept away we snaJ_.l be left
to the merdy of our native ammy, which may not aZways be
sufficiently under our control. Since Lord Dalhonsie enteped |
upon office the great Sikh ‘powex: had £inally fa.ﬂ?.en; oudh the

premier Muhsmmadan state had been annexed; Satar:!a the original

seat of the Shivaji and Nagpur one of the greatest states of
the Maratha pentarchy had been absogbed. Little Endeed was left
of the majesty of the Mughal Empire, but even that was dinished,
for it had been ordained that on the death of the titular king

of Delhi his successor was to leave his ancestrel palace and

eschew something of his royal Splendonr.4

Secondly, firom the social aspedt every somexation of a

ceetoo [
+ native state not only depogsed a reigning house tfut still further

’ limited the rapidly narrowing field in which menj of Indian race

; @ould display theiy political and eAministrative talents. In

' the pacification of conguered territories and in the land

settlements carpied out in recent years the elaims of native

'ax:istocracties had been severely scnutinized by z:aalous ofifiecials,

whose aim in many ways laudable was to protect tlhe royat or.

peasant from exaction and deal with him di re.ctlsi'f instead of

: through hei:edit;a;y revenue collectors and middlcT‘lmem

. ‘ !-
Thirdly, to the devout Hindu and especially to the

-priesthood the hatéd. and j.qanoclastic‘pdﬁifer of the British

' geemed to have invated even the immaterial realnl':,'s of Eaith and
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| Geste, Thére Was a widespread belief ‘that lord Canning had
baen commissioned to convert india to Christianity., Hindu
'mythclogy had been disparaged in a ‘brilliant essay by Macaulay
at:/ one, time member of the Governor-General's Couacil, Sati and
inﬁan,ticidé had bgen prohzb.tted. ’Eurapean saience, astronomy
and surgery wer:e all opposed 0o the teaching of the Brahmans ,
The mystiuism and eymbolism of the .Bast were :Eaa:.ng before
the cold light of Western materialism. The teleg;zaph and railway
were looked upon aske}naee as magical and digbolizal agenciw;'
Recené Yaws had beén passed that Hindu.widows wée free to
:'maru'y a pecond time and that a change of religia}: should not
debar the oonvent from inheriting property; It m::st be admitbed
' says Sir William Lee.Warner that even the most ignarant and
. ,.’ apathetic Hindu was brought into more gonsecious .ough' with the
1‘ épirit_, o:E the Westg during the eight years g;r:ecac_ing 1857 ttlzat,. B
i ) ki

‘ 'at any othar: period in the h:tstory of India, i

l

' Lastly we must take into account the cordition-of the

': '8epoy army. The disparity in numbers between European and
Indian troops had lately been growing greater; wnen Iord
Dalhousie left India the army consisted of 2,33.,000 natives
and 45,322 British sgldiers, For this as We havz'seen
Dalhousie was not gaf blaine: he had in vain gndea;oured to get
drafts from home to replace the regiments taken away from '

‘ India for service in the erimea, The digpmport:pn was rendered

more seplous by the growing deficiency of officexs and of
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.offiicers of the best type wl;xé"“ had been employed by Dalhbusi-e
s!a:n inoréading number for administrative pests' ugon the' frontier,

The distribution of ‘the tréops was also very faulty. Delhi
and Allahabad were wholly held by native levies and éxcépt for
one récjimehi; at Dinapore, there wereé no British soldiers betwéen

Allahabad .and Galcitta,

The Bepgal army ag dist".inct“ﬁppm t‘rnse of Madras and
Bombay had aIWays"bgen more difficult to handle Zrom the great
number of high caste men Brahmans and Rajputs in its ranks.
Th;eir discipline had been lately ixt‘x;:am.’v.macf!...5

The Mutiny

s
—_— .

At Meerut ‘'on May, 1857 when the station was plunged in
the calm of a Suné.’éy evening three native regiments rose shot
down their officess broke open the prisons released thelr
Comrades and marehed of£f to Delhi. Had they been vigorously

: pursued and cut down it is more than likely that the Mutiny

" would not have séz}ﬁad to further; but through th= fatal inaction

of the commanding bfficers of the Station they were allowed to
€scape undiSturb'eﬁA;:. On the morning of the next day the outposts

_ of the Mutineers gathéred into Delhi and called apon the troops

there to revolt, Not a single British regiment was quartered
at that time in Délhi and in a few hours the city was in the

, ,hands of the rebeié'. The British officers of the sepoy battalions
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| we:'e murdar:eé. Every European found met the same fate and the
telegraph cperator had only time to’ flash his alam:!.ng messagss
| ‘to the Ghief suationa in the Punjab When he Was eut dawn at his
pnst. Finﬁing resistance hopeless the British des enders of the
: f'gr:eat. magazme Witph splendid gallant:y blew it end a thausami
mntineers 1nisa the air. The x:ebels bux:st.ing intc the palace '
‘pmolaimeﬁ Bahadur ﬁhaha the old King of Delhi cnce more Mughal

b

: Fmperor af India.

t i ' .

i '*.'E‘c'iiéi:unateiﬁi‘ a short fespite wag ‘givm te the British
': authpra.ties reeling under t:his shattering blow, Ho further
o mutinies e:wept in small and isolated stations ccourred for

&

ahout three weeks and though' the space of time was all over teo

oy
.“:shor:t: for what had 'to' be done it was somekhing gained,s

i * . .

; ‘ The most ¥igorous action came from.the Punjab in spite

s r.?f the fact '‘that a three fold perio ' had to be faced in that

- émvince » disaffection in the sepoy régimén'ta the risk of an

, ﬁ\fghan invasion apd that of a rising of the. Sikks, Heppily Dost
Muhammad. remained spiendidly loyal to. the treaties of 1855 and
1,85‘-2'van§. the apmy of the Khalsa made no attempt to profit by
the disasters of their recent conguerérs: The sepoy regiments at
Lamhore were prompitly disbanded and & fti_dvable column was formed

., under John Micholson to atback and destroy any matinous hodies.

The most pressing need for the restoration of British
prestige was the ,récaptur,e of Delhi., Both Canning and Si:‘- Jofn}
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Lawrence vehemently urged this upon Anson the Cormandersin.Chief
who for the moment, howevep, found it impossible to advance for
lack of ‘transport and supplies. Before the expedition could

' 'star:t rmatiny became general over Qudhs Rohilkhand and many

"parts of Central India, Between May 29 and June 5 the sepoys

¥
w4

- rose at Nasirabad in Rajputana at Mimach in the Gwalior state

b
'I

b ; at Bareilly in Rohilkhand and at Lucknow, Benares and Gawnpore

& I

i
v

in oudh while the Rani of Jghansi headed the revolt in Bundéle
khand and massacred évery Eurcpean that f£ell into her hands,
In almost every case the Mutineers after the outbresk set their
faces toWards Belhi, Many murdered their ‘offigera before doing
' 80 some with a cur:!.,ous remnant of fidelity escoried them £irst
o :pésitigans of, s;:ﬁe'j:y and then after saluting tnem marched off

to i;}oin their ¢omrades. In Qudh alone was this movement checked,

: R . :
The Mutineers at Canpore had actually started along the Delhi

i

3 'roerd on June 5 Wwhen they were headed off by Nana Sahib ¢the next

day and brought back to besiege the British garrison waskly

. .entrenched there, The rebéls of Lucknow alsSe remained to

' besiege the Residency well provisionéd and fort:.’v‘.fieﬂ by Sir

‘Henry Lawrence whd alone of men in high positisns seems to have

téalized fyom the 'heginning of the year the true nature of the
peri.. that was appmaching. For the moment, hovWever, we musk
disnegar:d the course of events in Oudh and r:etum to the

névements eofergi;;g on Delhi.




Ansan mamhing ﬁmm Amba}.a died oﬁ choleza on May 27.

. at Kamal 1esa than hali‘:'.way on t;he mad to Delld, He was

succeedeé by Sir Eenry Bamad who en a‘uue 4 was joimed by
Arehdale Wzl.lsan £m Meemm Their: eombined forces defeated a
#ebel anmy at Badli Saria avax‘looking the city fo=3 Delhi and
made their eamp thére. Nominally t:he besieg:!.ng :zarea they were
t.hemelves in real;!.ty besiaged. Thein nmnbex' at first was ynder
5;000 'Ehat af the enemy was abnut zo.eea and ainﬁoxcementa
wexé c:mstant:ty bh:onging into Delh:l. by the Souzhern and Eastf.em
soads which were campletely open.,. Al‘ thx:ough Jume gnd July

t:he English farae mainta:l.ned its position* on the Ridge with

| ds.fficulty havmg qonstantly to beat batk £iercs attacks from

»t

|rl '

ol

-1‘
gy

s ,; *

i
o

l t i
1

: the Muiaineers in bhe cit.yﬁ

: }‘ . . Two events ‘the f£all of Pelhi and the relief of Lucknow,

ke
;l'

" |mank the end of the first desperate fight for very ex:!.stence

that had to be waged by men skanding despaiﬁngr{ at bay without

: V hazp £pom England; The back of the mistiny was broken From

"heneeforWard beging the second stage,. Iucknew iz self had to be

relieved a second time, for Havelock land- éu’cram were hot strong
-enough o pemovd the dgarrison and were themselvs besieged but
the teneion of the situation was lesaexxed there ~sas time to

© diaw breathy reinfomements were stead:!.ly pouricy in fmm

England and two Generals of great! a:periemze. Sir Colin -
Campbell, . camandeg.j.n,chief and Sir ﬂugh Rpse rare the one on



F3e
~236

“his w’a‘y and tﬁ‘e‘ other afl.;:eady laﬁdaﬁ' in I6dia, Tre operations
" that r:en;a:lned weie’ Eéieﬁly t.he iz*eabnqueét of oudh and
Rchilkhand by Sir ealin Gaapbel}. the brilliant campaign of Sir |
Engh Rose in eent:r:al f!ndia starting £rom Bombay i;hmugh
*distcietg ‘where the rebels and h.ithem been left almost
undisturbed and thé £final m-eaking up and pur:sui@ of furgitive.
panas.® - .

¥
1

. Meanwhile 8ir Hugh R;:se had conducted a bi‘illiént and

Y decisive eampaign in Bundelkhand the Southemmost theatre of
the Mutiny, Advan‘c:i;ﬁg £rom Mhow, his ‘ba‘se of operations, on

- JeRuary 8, 1858 he- ceptured Ratgarh and relieved Saugor in

?Febmaryv, An ﬁazfeh. he invesged Jhan*si and after utterly defeat.
"ing a gleat reliéving ariy under Tatla Topi at the battle of
r"{"t?xe Betwa he eaxi*g&e{i the fortress by storm. In May, he routed

| j.""a"l‘za;_ggaf apmy at Kuhgh, Phe dampaign seemed over and he had

Just ‘laia aeide his command when he was startled by news of

the. deepeat mom

) The Rani of Thansi and ‘Tabis opi round whom the
pﬁrsnres were clos:tng ‘had ccnceived the hr::.llé.an" design of
"": marching t',o GWalior on the desperate chance that Shindhia's ‘
apmmy would mme‘?gver to t:ham’, The Gwallor contingent or subsidiary
force as we iaavé seen had Yong joined ‘the rebels byt Sindhia
had mtmm kept his ewn ammy loyals “The daring éaheme succeed=
ed. When 8indhis marched forth to encounter the enemy his whole
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army deserkted hg,ma'rhe himself barely escaped with his personal
bodyguard to Agra., Fhe rebeld occupled Gwalior, selzed the

" arsenal and the treasury and preclaimed Nanasaheh ag Peshwa,

. Rese recognized at once the terrible dahéeﬁ that Tatia Topi

- might now strike southwards into the Deccan and with all the
prestige that the ;;mssess.tan of Sindhias vapital gave him blew
into flame the disaffection which though as yet Xept under was
known to exist south of the Narbada: With a suprame effort he
flung his wearled troops on Gwallor and dafgéab& the rebels in
.tWo babtles in one of which the Rani of Jhansi ¢lad in male

f attire met a soldier's death, He recaptured the aity on June, 20,

Though it.still smounldered in outlying &lstricts, the
griat conflagration’ 6f the mutiny had now heen stamped out and
Canning felt himself justified ir; pz:c?}aj,ming peace on July 8.
Some of the leadeps still eluded thelr pursuers. Bt Nanasahib
was evenbually deﬁ‘en into the pestilential’ jungles of &he
"I.“anﬂ,,a on' the baréerg, of népéi and pgobably perished there

" ;misez:ab;y for he was néver seen avain. Tatia Topl escaped
’ l, snuthwarda and was h:mt‘ad up and down .gmidélkhami and Malwa
till he was begrayed into the hands of the British in Apgil,

1859 and hanged foir complicity in the Massacre of Qawnpore,”

‘The Mutiny was over, Some reasons fior the final English
victory may be consideredsy
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Pirpst wiaéspread and formjidasble though tae pevolt was
:!.t was yet', to some sxtent J.oaal:lzed. The area affected was the
Panjab the united provinces, Rohilkhand, Oudh, the territory
between the Narbada and the s:hambal and the Westarn part of
Bihar and ,aengal. On t.ne North.Wegt Afghanistan remained ﬁa%endly

‘, under Dosg Muhaumaéi. Sind wag quiet, Rajaputana Was 3.oyal under

the tactful guidance of George Lawrence a third member of that
:Eamily , the value of ¥hose sex:viees to England in the mutiny
was incaa).emlable‘ »hdla, South of the Harbada mzde no movement
of importance théugh a native regiment mﬁﬁ.n&ed and Kolhapup

" in he Swther:n Max’atha £OuUntry, and thera ware very dangegous
ebullit:!.ans of fgéling at Hyderabad the Nizam's papital. Central
- ‘and Bastern Bengal vere uhdisturbed and Nepal rsodered the
British valuable assistance in putting &wn the revolt.

u‘ K

Secondly, with the exception bf the Rani of :rhans:l. the

Begam of fudh and aome mino: chs.efs none q:E the feudat:amr

';' -*princes Jthrew in their lot with the Eebels. S:an—.hia and Holkar

remained loyal though their armies roses- ‘i‘he Chisftains Of -
sirhind pmmz!.nent smong whmn were a'ne Rajas .QE E!atiala and
gind zepaid with a .Bplent,ﬂ.i.‘t? devotion the protection granteq to
‘the.ir agcgqto rs against the aggression of Ranjit Singh. Zi;t
would. t;ét.. be easy };a, estimate how much Great Britain owes to
tWo greéat Indlan’ statesmen Sir Dinkar Rao of Gwelior and Sir

" Salar Jang of Ie;zderabaav fior the reﬁéntgton of her Indian Empire.

' Sir Dinkar Rao, the Minister of the young Shindkia 6id much %o
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o kaep his master 3.&3{33. and th@ ﬁnpartanae *af this ¢an hardly be
werstawdg Ea& s.:.‘nd.hia ra&ead the standard of revelt every
maratha state wcmm have jaﬁ.ned hime Hig layaltya geays General
o Innas. paved xndﬁ.a for the Eritish« Again .the pezi) of an o
" outbresk at. Hyc‘iaxahad with .ws :!.agge and tarbulent Muhmadan ‘
.population was at ane time very graat éand “11: was only warded

kN a.ﬁ:ﬁ By the extram:dinarily prompt and enex:geeic conduct of Sir

‘ Sal,ax: Sang a manh says Mr, Rice Holmes, ,.“Whose name déserves ‘
to be vegy mmﬁioned by Englistmen w:}.tn gratituds and
‘,.‘wadm:l\;aﬁan' . !

.y e

. é o “Phirdly,. i,t may be said tha‘t {ihé‘x;:ﬁtiny which so called
forth so much abiiity on the anm,sn aidd producsd no leader
amongst the rebe.‘l.sy parhaps *ehe nest. ca,pable was a Woman the
_Rani of Jhansi. S»ir John Lawrence used w dwell en the. many

, : errors of jﬁdgemenﬁ camittad by -&he numeers azd to declare
‘that after they had revoli:eﬂ they seeméd +#0 become demented

in their Manner of mnductinw ‘the rebellion and eften tcok the
@ne course that was faredoomed to famu?eo

s ovhada
T
e

?ourthly, t,here were the exce;aisianal ¢havacters of the
men who ware cauea tipon to, grapple wittv the mutiny of the.
N “outset » ghe Lawrences, Outram, Havelock, Nicholson, Meill,
E&wwde”é} ':Haa they proved Wesk or ewen Reh of onﬂm"aiy ability,
" néne Cauld have fmet-.qla the. issue, Phe hardest £ighting fel)

1;@ thelr share. 3:*; is m‘aiaeable that the Mu’c:&nee:a were £or
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more formidsble as a f£ighting foree in “théle arlist months. The
battles were mo::'.eu,ahig’bbomly contested and the l3sses inflicted
on the British faa:"; gfeatet in the fighting pound Dglhi and in
,Haveloek‘!s and butram’s campaigns than they were in the |

| oparationa of S8ir Golin Campbell and Sip: Huge Rose. After the
fall of Pelhi and the first relief of Lucknow ths resistance of
tb;a Mutineers sensi,i:ly weskened., Sir High Rose cnducted a
brilliant uampaign but he had the advantage of l=isurely
pmpar?atien and.a good and eﬁficient cavalry forze; while the
'a):mies he met were ﬁislairlteé and badly led A0

:G'ifthly, there were the noble efforts of Lord Ganning

.” and Sir John Lavrence at an €afly stage to check the outcry
} both in Erigland: and Tndia for a ruthless and inddscriminate
péliey‘ of vengeancey That outcry wasg naimral epoagh for the

) .pmocation had' been térrible. Many a:eesses couzd he forgiven
o "co ‘the men who had gaaed with starfing eyes’ and guivering lips
}qn the horrons c‘:’ ‘the shambles of aawnéorez; Even Nicholson
" glambured ‘thatlthe f;.ying alive impalement or buming of the
mur&exefs of the wtgmen and children at Delﬁiv shomld be legalized.
But Canning thaugh ready to exagt’ tha st:emgst; penalties £rom
the guilty insisted ’ehat ne mistake smmld be made as to their
guilt. Hsa passed mgulaticng to cheeék the amasses of self.
appointed trihunala and to ensure prope: tr:ial aad inguiry in

all ca;s,ea. He was loudly and bitterly a%aﬂ;,ed &% the time but

4
l



maintained his v‘i&a{., ivitih a hoble disdain of pepular glamour. He
was nicknamed ﬂlemem‘:!y Canning in deridion but it was afterwards
recognized that his clemeney was not only morslly splendid but

politically eXpadiant for s:othing ¢orld have keea more dsngerous
than to am&ittex: iktetrie@,ably our relations with the subject

‘pegples
. ws o N ] £

. The suppiession of the mutiny vas deeres a fitting time
for the chown :E:Lnaiiy %0 take aver “the ‘eontkol ef the Indian
G@vemmen’h\ Against’ f.h:l.s dec:lsion "the chpany peoteghed in a

. digniﬁed ‘and wezlgtrw patit:l.an draWn‘*up By Jokn Stuart M111,

.i}

'z‘hey p!mudly q‘!.aimea that the 5aunda1=ions of the Indian Empir:e.

had been laid by themselves at the same perlo¢ =t which a '

succesasl.en of a&niiniatnatim under “the contrcl of Parliament
ware 1aaing to ﬁha erown of Great Bﬂ'ﬁ.tain another great empire

Y

on the oppuaiw sia¢ of the Amam:s.e.’*l

They cha}?zéhged the most seamping investigstion into
the 'c‘auges of the matiny and pointed out with mech mofe forve
that in Indian aﬁiﬁéﬁir& the governmént. of the crcwn had long
possessed the decidding volce and wa¥” thus. in the fullest sense
.aéconntal;le for 'ali( éhai: has been déne and for =11 that has been

~ forborne ‘or omitted to be done, It'was unreascnzdle to sesk a

renedy by annihi,latin:g the ‘:bzanch of the fulirg auvthority which

could not be the'oné principally in fault and mizht be altogether
blamelegs in order to concentrate all powers in thé bianch



whieh had necessarily the decisive share in every error real or
. suppased; But the Gompany did not saak to vindicate t;hemselves
= Jat the expense of any other authority. They claim 'l:heir: full
’share of the responsibility of the manner in which mdia bas
praetieally been gevemed. 'rhae resmnsibiu,ty is to them :wt
a subject of mz!nination but; c:E prme. '!.‘hey ars eonscicus that.
_ :‘their sfvice and initlative bave been and"have deserved to be
: great and. potenﬁ alement in the eom'iuct of affairs in Indis and
they fell cpmplete assuranee that: the mré atterr;ian is bestowed
-; and the more 1ight. thrown upon Indis and its ﬁn:.nistration
“ the more evident it will become ‘that t:he govemmt in which
‘ they have borne, ?i‘pa'ri‘; has been ‘not only one of the purest in
intention but dne Iaﬂ the mmsti beneficiem; in act even known
-among ‘marking and rt:.hey are satisfied that what...=v=r ;Eurther
improvements t may be hereaftes affected» :ln .India can only
eonsist :Ln the deve;lopmeni; of germs alread;lr planﬁ:ed and in
" pusiging bn :Eoundahiona already Yaid under their asuthority
,’ and :Ln great maaaure by their exgress instructlo:s. in a
1 ‘- furtheg: paper t:he ¢ompany pointed out the esse:xt.:al difference
betwesn the Gwemment of India-and that of ot:xee colonies of
the Emp&re the Govérnment of dependencies by a Minister and his
subo:amatas undér khe sole gontrol of Pdrliamank is not a new
X ‘experiment; in England. That f(g@m of colonial Jovernment lost
~ the united. states and had nearly lost all the solonies of any

censiderable pognla‘t:ion and :!.nportanee. The coloiial administration
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c}f, this country has only geééed to be a subject of géneral
cmjz'déggnatian. since the ,p:jihiaiple- has been adagt—ec;l gﬁ leav;ng
all the important ¢olonies to manage their own cEfairs a course

which cannot be :ga:!‘.lawed Wﬁ:'t".h the people of Irmdia, All govem;
mehts r:e;_:,uire eonsﬁitmtion‘ai c'heekg and in the case of fmdia

?' s:l.nce rep resentative institutions were at the <zime at any rate
upracticable the constitutional seeurity mist lie in the
constmc’éion of" the adminﬂ.stnative system itseily ‘the forms

of busineas. are khe real constitution of India®.

'rhese digniﬁied protests did n,ot avail + ‘avért the -
‘ ehange ‘though as’ the, oourt of Directors acknowi&ged the
‘clamour: which rep'n‘esiented the Govermnent b€ India by ‘the Company
as‘ eharacte:ised by nearly every fault of whiea = civilized
govemment aan be acaused was succeeded by an almost un:tversal
aeknowladgemen& that the rule of the company hzs beén nonourable
to themselves and benef:l.eial to India.

The assumption of the Goverme’nt ¢f Ingia by the crown

was indeed as Sir H.ﬁ. Eunningham Wmte ‘rather- a foimal than a
substantial chahge. All redl power had long passzd %0 the
President of the Baard of ontrol. and the Directcxs had been
'for _some time in the position of an advisor:y couceil tnough
wj.th eonsiderable powers o,f initiative. The last charter Act
o of 1853 by thr:ew:t.ng open the civil service ta ccznpetition had
l .'deprivad the Directors of their: mostk valued prv..lege the
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patronage of Indias it had also reduced their nwmbers £xom
twenty-four to eighteén and made six of them nominees of the
crown, This enabled the Government to appoint tc the Court
retired servants of the Company, men who had litile chance of
being elected under the old systém and thus tc l2ave the

directorate with f£irst hand Indian e;;pe‘rienpe.lz

The Act was obvious}y preparing tzi-zé wey =Zor the assump
tion by the Crown of the Government of j:nd;.a in name as wéll _
as in fact for it gax're no definité renewal 615 tke charter for
a tex.‘m of yeérs as 3ft‘::rrmex' measures had dope, kut merely proved
tha’c the Ind:.an terribories should remain under <he Administras
tion of the Cbmpaxay in trust for the Crown until Parliament
should determin‘e‘ ct.herwise. ';‘he Act of 1858 cmpleted the
Epmoess thus begun‘ | A Secretary of State ﬁor India was to tzke
place of the President of the Board of contml. Te was to be

‘ advised by a ¢qumuil of f£ifteen appointed :!.n the first instance
, fbr life aftema:ﬂs for ten to fifteen years: eight members

IL werex seleeted by the crown, seven by the coux:t = Directors

' passed to -!:he Secrahary of State its influence rainly lingered
on in i:he Council. pne of the chief advantagt]es = the transfepr
of Gavemment ftom khe Company to the Crown ttmugh it caused
at the time serious disaffection among the of £Eicars lay in the
end of the swkward dualism of the Gompany' s .and zhe Queen's
me. the Thdiah and the ngé} Navye
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- On Havember 1, 1858 the new Gevement was proclaimed
by Iu:r:d ﬁanninq at. Anahabaé as £irst Vicemy aEl Governore
Gener:al for the Crown, The gueen who had rejected the firsi;
proclamaticn submiited to her and pequested ttmt: the revised
draft should braai:he feelings of generosity, neaevelenee and
religinus tcle:ation disclaimed as the Company bad so often
done all desir:e for an extension of teﬁ:itory 2ronised to
cespect the rignté dignisy anﬂ bonour: of pativs orinece and to

' ‘uphold relig:l.ows t@lerata.en and declar:ed it to b= her will that

- 80 far as may be our subjeets of whatever race or creed be

| freely and impa;i‘lﬂ;..al;y admitted to offices in owr service the
dtitié.s of which they may be quél ified by their education,
;ability and integrity duly to discharge. Pardon and amnesty

o were offered o all those, gtill in arms against the British
‘Government who ha_\d- not been guilty of the murder of British

- 'subject. The grogléinétion ended with & promise ¢ measures for
the matetial and moral improvement of the Indiar peoples in

" whose p:oaperity mtll be our st.rength in their ccntentment our
security and in their.‘ gra’e.itudé our best reward.

,,7

2

'.Ehe Government now deliberately and operiy renounced the
Q policy of lapse .a‘nd the feudatory chiefs were granted sunnads or
charters empowering them to adopt heirs, HenceZczward the
continual existende of native astates was guarantsed but theip
“rights were limited and deéined. They could have no relations

" with foreign powers nor with each other exeept th.rough British



.Mediation, Their millitary forces were to be strictly limited.
over internal affairs they had £ull control e:ccept that in his
minute of April 30. 1860 Lord Canning affirmed the prineiple
that the Government right sich serious abuses in 3 native
‘Govemment as may threaten any part of the mxmis:y with anarchy
of disturbance nqx‘: £rom assuming hsnpor:éry charge of a native
state when there ;s;hall be gufficient reason to do so.

H

The change from company to crown, Goverment made few
ghanges in Indian administration. The charter Ack of 1853 had
already enlarged the Governor-General's Executivsa Council for
. legislative purposes to twelve members, namely, the Governors
.+ General and Commandeg-in.-Chief., The four ordinary members
nominated by the Governmeng of Bengal, Madras. Bombay and the
North.Western provinces, Thé Indlan ¢ouncils Ast of 1861 which
completed the change added a £ifth member to the Executive
Council and to the legislative coun‘cii not less Zhan six or
more than twelve additional‘ members at least one=half non-
official to be nominated by the Goveinor.General; Legislative
councils were also established in the other provinces and

- Lieutenant.Governorships .‘}‘3

Thus ended the Honourable EBast India Comgany not so much
£rom any special responsibility'for the mutiny for in politigcal
matters it had been for many. years absolutely cormtrolled by the
State but because it was felt to be an anac¢hpori=m that a private
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) corporation aholulqwév,en though i’_c_ were only in rame administer
8o vast s dominion, It was fc,bxé;ted, by the Crown 3wo hundred
and fifty 'years hefor'e say; Marshman, for the su=pose of extend.
.dng British conuner:ee to the East and it transferzed to the Crown
on r:elinqﬂishing ;H:s functions an empire moze mammificent than
that of Rpm@. This gqea.t work Was not accomplished as we have
seen, without some. biunde;x:s and political orimes, Te disguise
them and €0 maintain that British administratours were alWaya
svayed by ﬂ.mpeccableﬁmotives and unerr:ing stat=snanship is ho
pr:oduce an unreal and imposs:.ble pictur:e for w= are dealing
. =after atl with human agencys But when all) neeessax:y qualifica-
; tions ar:a made and annals of the. cenpany fr:om onz of the most
fascinating and’ illustrieus pages in Histo:y. There Were grave
| mistakes but t,hey' were rect.ified giieat abuses buk they were
swept« away, If territories were sometimes questi:nably acqui yed
thay were honestly and capably admim.st.ered, OF the (;fompany 5
sewants Glive Warren, HastinQSo Wellesley and DalhouSie were
amongst the greatest Englisl‘nnen of their' :day 'as -'onquer:ors or
statesmenv others, such as Cornwallis, Bentinc.ﬁ.. Munro,
‘I‘hompson. and Metcalfe evolved in an uncogenial atmosphere a
high standard of humgr;ztanian aqminﬂ,étrajtglon.

The closer: Ind:l.a was brought to Gt:eat 3ritain hy
iop mvanents in cuumunication the steamship. me railway and the
telegraph. the moreu possibla and the more éxpedisnt became the
qonf;rol of the Imperial Government, In spite oI ais vice-regal
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'Ititle €he hamd of the Indian sdministration after 1858 was

" moxe éepéndant dz:il.me Secretary of $tate 'x’:haﬂ ais predecessors
had been pn the w"Béard of Control and ';;he Court of Directors whom
~an adm:lt Govemam.@eneral dould often play "OEE «:ne against
tha otbem No Govemor-sen&:al undéy the cmwn hss defied the
hc;:me authon“ities 1:I.ke Warren Hastingé or, ovezrid':len them like

. Wa}.lesley. iEhOugh it might be undoubtedly bettar that he state

“,‘m the nineteenm ,century should take over the gave:;nment cf

B the Indian Empire, ;!.t is certain that only an aﬁocj,a,ti@n based
on individual eﬁfp.‘r;?i.: and dgawing its profits from commergé could
in the ,beginpiﬁé {t‘%ve acqui:gad it £rom so 'distanr= a base and
* have toiled so pa‘&iépt],y for results so long dsferred, Gradually
" ghe polit:l.cal and écénomic character of ﬁhe Company, Leadenhall
street gave pl.actehto Whitehall. ‘The East India Gompany, founded
by a 1ittle bod{n o'f pionees traders ‘in the relgm of Queen
:Elizabeth 'umder Whom our tcoionial dominions“-haﬁl thelr small

_beginnings ended its career in the time of" Queen Victoria under
14

i

" whom grew up. tne Bx;itish Bapire of today.

sme‘upsé‘_ ;;Awenfu:._m’mpe;.ist. gompany’ oé Sritish Merchant
capital thus died :a natural death, Eomi;gét;i;ﬁg ‘E;'.l'a Government in
their wother coufitry British, industrial %ou}:gms:sie had now
full sway over 1;'::;64';. The first Architects of The "new civilizs.

. kion® in *Ei;gléhd" Gisappeared completely -froz'in' the scene.]'s

‘The Chapter Act of 1813 made the East India Company
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faainly a political organization in India. The twenty years that
followed gaw the Company function in India as 3 non.commercisl
body. The expansion of British territories in Indla during
this period was very large. The Britisﬁ had suzceeded €he
Marathas as the imperial power in India., This had added the
whole of Maharashtra e¢entral India and Rajputam= to the
domains of the East India Company, The provincas of Bombay and
Madras were completed the foundation of the e=nkral provinces
had been laid and the centbal India Agency was emerging, The
East. India Company thus stdod forth unchalleng=d as the
impetial power in India,

Parliamentary Iegislation Between 1813 and 1833

) The imperial legislation of the years Seiween 1813 and
1833 concerns minor matters and mostily follows tae lineés already
laid down, Acts passed in 1814, 1815, 1818, 1835 and 1826
defined and added to the poWers of the East India ¢ompany in
India. They gave the Indian Government the authority to levy
customs, valldated Christian martiages contraciel in India and
performed iay Scotch Clergymen,allowed the Company to extend the
boundaries of presidency towns,set up a suprems court in

" Bombay (1823) and burdened India mot only with tae additional
salaries of the Buropean troops and members of the saclesiaste
ical department in Indla but their pengions as w=all., The Indian
Mutiny Act was smended in 1823 and exteﬁde.d to cgver the Bombay
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“The -g;:qwing ‘Brzitis\h, poveyr in, India was r=flected in the
. new ét@iﬁﬁae towards Indisns and Indfan institutions that i
betame typical during this period. As the years rolled by
British Civil and ;'{‘ilitaty servants- déveloped an attitude of
overbearing self.canﬁdenes. At f:!.rSt they had been wm:mg te
dearn gbout Indian law and ecustom useges and practices. But

now they, seemed ,assert hhat. anything which they did not know,
, or thabt was not recorded ahd pigeonholed somewhere in their

& ‘seeretatiat was either not worth knowing of.did 1ot exist at

"~ all .17'

”

Parjiamentafy legislstion of the period was directed
"towards tWo sims iiquidating the East India Gompany and
centralizing British sdministration in India.

[0

Pndof. aompanywz’s, f‘gm:aa;mg Bebivities

" $he eharter.‘ Act of 1833 abalished the cscememial
mnopoly of the- (-‘bmany's i:radé :l.n tea and with 2hina. It Was
5 wind up Lts coimuez*ciai affairs prepaz‘awty ta £inal disappear.
ance, India was saﬁdied with all the Gompany’ § Gabts « comex:cial
" and tarritarial. ‘Ighe stwockhdlders were assured 3 dividend of
10 per @ent: now.’ f;ankly comﬁ.ng :Er.om £he Indi,an :evenueh The
parchase pnice oﬁ' the stock was £ixed at dqu:ble 2he issue
ptlce and was to be' paid’ out of the Indian revezmes,
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Board of D;reetc;n;s’
i

The proprictors continued electing directors Who had
nothing to direct in their own right. The Atk coatemplated that
the exercise of patronage by the directors would be very much
restricted, It prévideé that their nominations t> places at
Halleybury ‘C!allege Wwould be double the numher of vacanciea in
tzhe serviges .,. Those nominated would entét that aslleges; After
receiving ﬂ.nstmetion there all the candidates W‘auldlggmselect-

ed to £ill the’ Va_canciesg

B mhia would have raised the standatd of tae entrants to
public setvices but: it would have severely curtalled the
patronage of the dir:ectors, The direators fought hard against
t;his provision with the result that. their patmn;ge was continued
_fgr‘an@hhex_' twlenf.y years by an amending Act of 15:-34?

M. Winister for Tnsien Afceirs

The president of the Board of Coritrol now became Minister
for Indisn Affairs, The fiction of his hav:&ng ooueagues on
the Board dilsappga:edy he was now to have Wo Asﬁ-istant
Commissioners and as their new des.igna’é:iorlt Eidecla;ed they were
his assisi:;ants rather than his eolleag#e's‘i ::H:ls sScretary =
Macaulay at this time « o¢dupied a positﬁ.c}'x"i of great influence
because he gould sit in parliament and spélg‘ek for his chief

when the latter sat in the lords, The way was being paved for
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the emergence of a secretaryship of state for India., The
directara o ocmips.ed the pbs:!.tion of expept adwisers of the
president experi; because they had the assistance of expert

. permanent servants in the East Indis House.

The Rast India House continued as biefore. It housed all
the recerds about. Ind:l.a and the Far East. ‘Its examiners worked
a8 ibe seenet:aﬂ.es ahd includéd such men of emin=nce as James
- Mi1l, the historiahn,

7 .Be Govemmment of India .

mhe Inaian possessicns of the Company were now declared

/" ko'be held by the Company in trust for the British Gfown,

In, Endia tlhe‘ main provisions of the Act centralized the
administration of the countiry. The Governor-Gene.:'al of Bengal
now gave place '¢o ﬁhe Govemor-Gena:al of Indiae "I‘he Gouncil
also became an instrument of Indian administration and the
style of the new qa,vernmenh, became the Go:vem@ré:‘:‘eneral of
India in Council. In the new Indian Gm%génment wis vested thé
pover to ccnt:o}ia :the;intend and direct the civil and military
\ “-:affai‘rs: of a1l the territories now un&é;;f ighe Easi,:'.‘a'.ndia
| Company or to be acquir:ed hereafter. This placed Bombay, Madras
andl Bengal '@ompi;etely under the authority of the Goveranment of

ngadia. Al thge revehnes were ralsed unqiér the aL—*'h’,Eho:i'ﬁy of
' the centssal ‘ Gov.erﬁtlr'lent, Akl expenditure iWas henceforth authorized

L]
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ﬁbf?"i'?*i ‘There wag only one budget for the whole countky prepared
.'undér thé euthority of the Céntral Sovernment, The Governments

,‘@f Bombay ‘and Madras were authdg;Zed to Sp“énd within the limits

13

of the money allotted ‘to them for purpeses which the Goverament

;_ . of India had applmx'red..‘ The creation of any hew of:?ig.:g which

carried & pension required the sanction of the Gzovelxjrlr;m_ant of
India, The GovernopsGeneral in Counbil continued to enjoy the
auil?prity_ alrea%irii gr‘gnt_ed in 1784 to suspend any member of the
Governments of Bombay and Madras who disobeyed the new Governw

.. meht 6f India.

The imediate result of this policy was to centralize
'all powex; praetiaally in the hands of the Central Gwemment.

-~ In sanctioning the demands for expenditure it scmtinized every

‘ iterd subm:!.tted and gould raise problems of admin_stration as

. of the pmvine:i.al gove:nmeni:s.

- " gofipany vﬁﬁie‘ﬁssésse‘d ‘

well as of a&m&nistg;tiva ml:‘,cy. All the subord{_natq governments

' kept the Government of India continucusly ‘igfomfedi of their

i progress in all departments of provingial: aamini:strat:!.,ona The

Gpvernment, of India when 1&“adgqow1gd§éa“"%n§‘. receipt of such

:Lnfatmat:ldn exefciséd the ::l;ght of qcmljngn?éihg upon the work
18

In the éarly days of its rule, the Bast India Company
did not interest itself in much beyond keeping peace;and order




in i’m tem:ltnries ant collecting the land tevemla and otherz
taxes,. ze mus-t:. hawever:, be aémitt.ed that keepines atde: waa in
mself a gr:eat bmn to the peaple in mse tmub..ed days of
inaecugihy aml perpetual danqew ﬁmm plunder:ers znd mbbers. The
ai:tiuude oﬁ the Gavement czhauged slowly in the gecond quar:ter

\ nﬂ hhe nineteenth c&ntury. The change was due £1 -sg-.z.y to the

@enpany‘s more firm hom on tne J.’nd:t.an 895.3. ‘and aacon&ly 'to
the beneswlemt 1ike I.m:d William Benteimak and Tord Dalhous:tea
fnhe qzompany soon n'eal:mea that 11; was nmt on}.y 32 master of
the chemment of" xudia but was also the greatest landlord of
the caum',rya and aa such, it stood to gain if it pmided
Ufaci;ities for the agricultural deirelapmnt and zhe inprovement
&F the aounﬁryv. Therefbre, the CGovernment ‘dame 1= open canals,

. 8ink Wells and dig tanks. qonstruct the roa,ds arsl’ br;t.dges and

‘maintain’ ﬁ.hem 1‘ay jg:a:!.l:s and undertake many othex publm welfare

" aetivities. In eogzx:se of, tife, its functions: inc=eéaBed greatlys
-the chemment arie ‘6o control and gwn large cormedeial, undes.

Jkgkings M.ke irr:igation works, salt ‘and opium m.o;:ol:].es, watéprs

. SUpplYn raﬂ.lwaya axaq telegpaphs and foresta. Fhe quémmenh

v
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‘off the No::th-ﬂeatem provinaes had its due. share - rather more »
dn theae ;ﬁublie Wea.fare activities of the guprens ‘Governments
' Fhe administratofa pf ,this pr:ovince who wére grestly interested
in the wemfare cf :the people ware Sir chaﬂ.es Metadalfe;

«C‘-‘, Robem:Scm and S'amesr Thomason. They degided to. ‘stait famine

IR g;g;ief- aqt;;vities and to ¢onstruct ¢anals ax;,d rqa;dsz “they



provided medical -%&éz&u{é@,g the -sick, ‘introdussd a cheap
pogtal system eiil Jald railisy. and téjegraph Jines foi quick
' 'mmhiéé;ﬁ@m a1l "ghese heiped ths people tremeadously shd
t:hei:- 15.5:‘@ hécame wore securd and comfortable than what it was
qaam'.ex of a centu;y haﬁm;e 19

Adriculture in our gountry depends mainly upen reinfall
in a par;icula:"b,éxiod 6f the yéar and sg ddes the economia
~ 1ife of the ;i)éuﬁzé.*'ﬂheneve# the gains do not core at the pEgper
time or afe soanty, famine is sure o viait the country. Though
the Nnﬂﬁh-ﬁeskem provinces formed an imoox.‘tant part of ghe
‘IndosGangetic plaind, it was not imxmine ﬁz:om thix inexorable law.
vamines v&simﬁ, thé Mughal pravinte of Agra=' many a time, In the
‘ .stieabn&'fe_x%r of the company*s rule, the Upper prcvinces .
wiknesged ‘the féﬁi:fe of 18034 on a‘dcpﬁn.if:’ 0f the failure of
the Monsoor 4n 1808, In '61:15.3 ‘Samine ¢he Government made remissions
- of land pevenue to ‘the exteni; of abou ii r:upees thrée lakhs,
‘pesides’ the' advances made to the cultivators ané bounties given
:Ep»r the impéi:’t of" foodgrains into ‘E‘J:l? ‘p‘pby:ineecm
' Famine visited the prdvince igain 1o 1812413, This time
e:nly a part of the province - the ares west of the !aamma - Was
aﬁfeci;e&. ‘he effects of the bad crops of 1825, too, were

severely felt by the people of the Upper provinees and there
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; :;was a great scarqity of the foodwgrains, Statistics of death.
::‘:j' howevem weré not maintained and nothing can be said of the
morta:.i‘ty figure during the period of this scarcity. These
carly famines weré due mainly to the excessive land revenue

' demand  made by §he Government: as a result of the faming
system and new surveys and settlements and secondarily to the

£allure &f he tains,?

The greé‘ées‘t., famine that visited the Norsh.Western

- - provinces, before 1860 was that of 1837.38. Tt en=eloped a vastk:

area of lafid and pievailed dn a severe form.almost throughout
the ‘;-’»ouﬁh.Westém zﬁérts of the ptoviﬁeé. Rains vwere unusually
late and suanty :!.n the yvear 1837 with the result that an
" absolute drought, followed thioughout the yaa;r. ot only aid the
Kharif crop failed entirely. but the gnass 'and £2ddér were also
- losts Famine qox;d;!,g;;.gns continued in 1838 al;so a=d misery and
ldﬂ;sti‘."ésa épr:eéc‘t”aﬁ over the provinge; Prices of foda-gtainé
hagd ahob up and harmWing scenea of poverty. sc:amity and .
death wére, wimesséd all amund. The a::ea affectad ‘most waa .that
between Ffliahahéd ta Delhi, espeﬂially the distr.:é.nts £¥om

' Kanpuf' to Fa:mﬂshabad. Kalpi., Btawa, Agra, Mathuca &nd Manipuri.
, “‘,'I‘he eastegn par&s of the North.Weskern provinces and the

Rohiikhand Division, however, suffered comparatively less.22

H

Ixrigation is the soul.of sgticulture in the North
‘Westkern provincés, '#he prosperity of the qziltiva’:pf 4s not
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passihle without s.t‘rigatimm ‘ghe value a:E irrigam.on can be

- guessed ﬁmm the 191:.h century obsewaf;ion that "3.1; doubles the
“ pent” of the land ana. therefore, is useful botk %o the

cultivatoz‘ and the state and imprwes t.he econoric positim of
bothe

Cultivated land can be irrigated by thres méans = well,

‘tank and ¢anal. $n the Rohilkhand snd Tarai ares of the province

water is very nea{;i"#he surfate of the earkth and <an be eas:!.ly
if,ﬁteé in .a bucket, In the Doal the dept:h of watep: is

!”

M pansidepab:).e, risg;ug £rom £ifteen ﬁaee below the sm:faae to

upﬂardsn t‘hough tha avérage is aamewhem beWea- bwenty and

‘ twenty«-£ive feetn ‘Wells are var:y deEp, in Bundelknmd in the

.Banads district whﬁes is faund about sixty ﬁaet :::elaw the
‘ I.snrfaee. ﬁaﬁnmlly, wez.l.;:{.m:igatiam :ls not pcssiblé in such

casm. Tank :l.z*riga’biom too, 'is not populan: in €ane pmvinaé.
Eiow;lng water is i:he nsuval means of irriga@_ion i the major

- -portién of ’che North»ﬁesuez:n p:ovince& éu;:h Watsy may be had

£rom stxeams, rivqm and c:anals. B&‘indly s :Ea.mm.s wards "God
" meant rivfa:'s to feed the Qanals" and the :‘;‘amin,e of 3;337..38

L4

werée gr:ea-hly responaible ﬁaﬁ‘ turning thé attentian of i‘.he

= Gwemment of tt;,e Bast Indla Company ko the eanals ‘of the
i ‘Sultanam and Mﬁghal period of Indian‘ aisgony.

-~
In the easly years of the acguisition of the ceded and

. ¢onquered Distriets, Mr. Mercer sugveyed the rowte of the old
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-and %‘sb‘tgdﬁt&;n eansls of Piros Tughlug on the Western side of

thé Yaina and nvited the abbention of thé Government to he
neﬁpeniﬁg of the Délhi canals. buk the MeMem did not
apprave of his a::héma. Iin mm .2 rommittee of suevay Was
appeixme@. during the @qvemén-&enaralship of Lord Minto to
euauira inge. the mnd;ltim of the ¢id canals both Bast and West
of the Yammna. Tha mhé.ef Engm@ar: and the SusyeysrsGeneral,
hewever, wege so .;m:'eh dividea in their apﬁ.nian that 'the feal
f»hjecr. of the eomittee wag lost ihder the weighs of theirp
aantmefsy and she projegt vas abandoned.”,

¥

Tord ﬁastmgh was wgre pr:aaﬁiaal b than ¥snto, He toui‘ed
t;,he Upgier pmvihaes in 1815 ami aaw m?a,ees of the 414 canal,
:maluding a £ine swne hridge near Kamal., He wrote his famous

¢ - minute af aéptembew 21, 1815; on tha restnra'bior of ‘the Yamma
aauazs. *:: will: cmly ‘say™s he wmta, “that my owa mspeetien
‘has fully e:onv!.ncked ma of the :Eacil:lhy and ‘the polidy of immedi.
 ately gestoring this noble work®, He felt Bure that.the pro ject
would y:la:!.& a 1ue§at:$=ve raveriue, ’i:o she e;;mpanm. The Work was
sanctioneé by th‘e ﬂ:mrr!: of B:l.remams and a survey was started
by hieuteriant Bla:).ne i '18%7; Blainé»!s work could ot go far

' &ue %o ‘the sndué ddoriony ef fected by the Governmant, , However,

he succeeded in i;hig preject. pazﬁ:ially and vater was, Brought;

" t0 Délhi on May “3@, 18204 Balina Was succeaded by Captain

i ':cickle in 3.821n Qalonel John Cdivm saceeeded Tikle as the
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aeneral@supemmﬂent of xﬂrigatm in Belhi. in 1823 and the
w«aﬂc pmamaé at» a quicu apeed mdar lﬁs superﬁsian, The
amcess of the emﬁ. WOXk Was ﬁ.n a gn'eat masure due-to his
‘exeptions. @ampletéd in a;.az? the Waaﬁem Yamuna aanal was 425
mw&lmfmmmlsmmm and to Elegdr “it

lr"

‘ susmnsion b::idqa» wi:ile mte wa:;a abcmt seven hundred

irﬂgatim @utleté ﬁrara the main ahannel* The oemal hat the
foilw#ng eigt;t wat-ér courses = main canal. Dell:i‘. branch.
m;la branah; ﬂanéi branch, Bahadefa b:anch» Durha branah.
Rehtak] hmnch and Butana branch.

?he :gesu;t of tixa ¢pening of the Western ?amna canal

- was very mcouzaging - in 1807 ths Hissar distrizot was barren
and var:y sparsely~ p@p‘ulat:edo but with the coming of the canal

u bedame a pmsgaéous ar:ea inbabat,ed by an actEre contented
md pa:ospamus peasantry. The Western Yamuna eax:a}. mnder:ed

qraat Bewj.ce i:o the pmine% Spea:i.auy the De.t'z!. territoky, .

éun‘ing the' f.amima' ?mf 1837-33. ‘xhe West,em Yamuns canal was an
wonomic pxbposii;iwn for khe Gnvemment also.zs
]

.+ The Hastesn Yamun g cﬂal o ;
‘ ’ | r

; ‘.Qhe Bastem Yamuna @anal vas a smallerr Frojest than
-u.he Wesﬁa;m Yamnna canali It had ite courséd betwzen the'Ganga

and ths Ymmma ﬂ.@@n it irr:!.gabed the land in thk=2 ﬂcﬁab. 11; Was
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Wag left peglegted £rom that ‘time. The Board of Commissicners

.. teported on October 7, 1809, that, if restored, £he Eastern
"sramana aanagl would he a very profitable concern, Saptain Tod,
appeinted %o survey the course of the gsnal and zis pogentiali.
tiaa; Peported bha“l'.‘t.he cost invelved in restorazion would be
,i'aboyk fupees tws lskhe, The Government, however, dropped’the

- pmjeet there. m 1822 the J.:!.ne was again survessd and the wotk

of restoration sbai:teél by Meutenant Re Bude. He Was succeedsd
hy ﬁolone.t Robem sm:l.i:h unaar whose suparv;!.aien the work was
uan@lets& in 1839. and the ganal opened for irrizatien on
Jannary 3. ].830..«26 ‘

: e
™

During the £amine of 1837.38 the value e crops grown
“on irrigated ares, Mshe greater part of which werld have been
| totally unproduckive but for the eanal water®, wes, estinated
at about balf a million Stexling. Fx‘om 183031 b 1846m47 the
‘total water rent t:@llected fyom the watersupply of the canal
Was RE, 19195;166-27

E;hg @anigest Canal

The Gangés canal is a purely EngliSh comtribution to
@na @anal waﬂ:a of the province. In 1836 Colonei John Colvin
was appointed to report c}n the pmject. ‘Duging the famine of
1837x38 Tord Auck.}.and realising the uf:ili’e.y of canals sanctioned

ﬁhe survey of t.he lami betweén Haridyar" and Rookee, Magm:
F*mhy Cautley was asked to perform this duty, Hiz repork, dated
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May .1%. 1846 was ﬁavnurably received by Liewtensst-GOVernor -

nobért:sm ‘anid also l;;ay the G’qwemmentt of India om whpde recommend.
. abion the court of Directors sanctioned the project &
l;_’jﬁeptsmher s 3.841,.: ‘l‘ha scheng Was gupected £O <ot bdve one
t3million auerlingaza

3 ” ;
, . -PhHe G;ngiefé;“séﬁudl wds’ the bigoedt danal o= the provinge
N and aléd the vigosbs in the eatire dountry’ shose days: Up ta
“the énd of Bprdd, &856 the exgendit;uré o, the ‘cezal had reached
' ghe vast sum oﬁ 15563.060 pounas. '.t'he work’ was inpeded Yy the
areat Rebalzmn 185’?¢58. But after the change.over; it'. was
‘,, ge;amneé ané carried to its démpleﬁam The £ull suppl’.y of water,

haweverb ‘was available in the pl‘W,iﬂE? only after the famine
of. 18‘531‘_61'31

g
o $tax:ting fmm 2~!'~"m4§.es north of Haridwer,; t;he eanai
J pmeeeded igs cim),ar course to the seuthweast of Aiigax:h - 186
' msza.ea, AL ms.gam une canal' mfumated. oné godry towards
Kanpur - 1‘?@ milea - and Ehe et;her towards Hamirour » 180 miles,
me Har;&var ta Mﬂ.garh; three branch lihes toce waters to
' Fa‘hehgafh - 170 milas; o Bnlandeshayar . 60 mil=ay and' 6
Koel 50 miles,» iahus making a total of 83.0 niles fm: the whole
canal, Inaluding ﬁhe dismmtar&es anﬂ branuhas :lts ﬁohal
Length, heWever, vas 3,800 miles, ¥’ ‘
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POSTAL COMMUNICATION

.0
L]

Warren .Haktings capried out the flrst poestal. reforms in .
Jamuaty; X174, The only extension of routes-was o .¢stablish a
.‘czmas.dak at ninajpur. Which eonnected Rajmahal on the main
::;aute from c:alcutta to Patna via Mu;shidabad. This vwas necessary
‘since md.litary aper:ations rsquireé constant eommnication
be:ween @eech Behax;* gnd ca:le;uttaa ating@ Annovation- was o
group the whcle into four: d:i.visions placzing ther under a
postmasterﬁeeneafal with .pmﬂers to cont::ol the en_..ﬂ.ra pos‘e.al
lesnabu.shment to usue mﬁthly payments and receive monthly

td

acaomts.
fhe four main postal fe'iivj,sions‘. covered rbutes:

') " from Calcutta to Ganjamy

2) £rom Caloutta to Patns via MurShidabads

.3y £fom Qatna o Benares.and. such, £arther Elstance
e o .ag might be detemined Erom time to time and
. 4. . Erom Caleutta to Dagcas

Except:!.ng D:Lnajpuz. no post was estabiishea on tae cross«ioads
cenneat.ing the districts or the sdats uaf the prc:rinqial

; ‘councils with thne main divisional zoutes. ‘Phe Ccllectors and

the Ghiefs of the Provineial’ Council}s i were directed to’ employ
eour:!.es 1o aomrey their let;ters to t,'he nearest stages of the
giaks ané to subniit theix: pay and otﬂe: charges t the postmaai‘.er.



o L . ’
;Gmal‘ ﬁnr approval. \ ot
oA s 4 ! “

B‘oxg the aake ai eﬁﬁmiency and speéeed al:L t.hq ﬁoux—: main
kouses Weﬁa diva,dad into diatinat stagea ‘each stage beiag
. ‘estabuahad at a d&stance of ‘Gight ho nine’ muesj 'Ehe divisian
fmm e&lmtﬁa %o Batna fop :mataneé eweted 398 ma.ea mu:h 48
Blages. ‘I:Q aag:h ai:age wers, appainﬁed. three kames'as; ana
mapsalohd mz' 1amph¢ax:er to amw the Way a*lr. night, and oneg
‘ . Apunmer’ €0 aear:e aﬁay the wild beasts of thi jmgle thxough

. ,,‘I’. which the &ak ::unimers had’ gften fo pasm ’l‘here Wisre £ouz‘

qapital a'b.age hetvfeén ealcuhta anét Eahna«. ‘I'b eaczh capital stage
.‘Ln ‘s’ divisional mute Was appointed z Munshi or a,ritez who

‘ ‘haﬂ under him Wo tbnekeepers to record, the arrival of each

- packet. The t'.:lme &f arrival was wrigten on the cdtside of the
paeket; The A‘i\mshi Was ta main'l:ain a ::egula: account of each
am:ﬁ.val and the isime of t:ha; 1ast deapatch. |

‘ A.Buropéan. eruty&ust,m.aste; vas appigintsd‘ to each of
thé six stabiens x:faqxe;y Mu;:‘shidabac‘tw Patna, ‘Ben&;:‘esw Ganjam,
Bageca and} Dinapun‘., His duties wére 1:&:, supervise zhe vork of
*“Munshis o pay the charges of subordingte establishments to

. take an, accdunt of, all J.en@:ers rebeﬁlved':éﬂd des;:atch{ed‘ to
régeive and send oat Aetters, and t,ransm.t'g mnthl—g aecounts and
reports to the ?asmastex’-@anenalg ﬂm Deputy-?@tmas‘ter of"
Patna and Mumhidahad were eaeh allqwed t,p i0 peana. fﬁhe rest -

of them had only o eaah.u '

@ﬁﬁi&
wwgﬁ%ﬁgg&:ﬁ EH&RBER’AR UBE&R?
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Hastings“ Government. aléo adopted a number of bye«laws
for the guiﬁancé eﬂ the pnsiﬂmaater.eenez‘al and e départment.
~ "ff:‘hese weres

| N Postage Wag to be paid on all letters exzeph those on
‘ puhuc; service,

13 ’ F@stagb exx :lnland letters was to be: pai& on arrival at
gha offlce: A dingle letter weighing *olaa {one toka
heing eqv.al to one sicca rupee Weignt} was to sost two
annas fon awery hundred miYea: . Bouble leiters vere to

$ - pay ’in proportion o weight an.d dist,anee,

‘ 3 . Mtters eoming by sea or fpom fareign sektlements
wer:e tg be paid .Em: on delive#y.

- & A« #ahlewgﬁ 'postage was to be dtavm up accordingly and
' ‘ affﬁ.xed at different offices for puklic inspection.

5 The Posmaater.aenezai was to ;a:ir -before the Government
a xmnthly g'enetal abstract of ali receirts and
disbunserqents.

6 . All lettérs were to be sorted and stamped Wiivgh the day
' of the xﬁdni;h on whj,cix they weg«fa‘ deliversd into any
head qfﬁié,egsz

“

B wien of poéu offices 177561

In the extension of postal establism':enfs ip i:.he period
batween 1175-81 the Governog-General and Councilt were guided
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mainxy hy mi.litary wns:tdsm:iom Within the di%ﬁi pmvinces

' this extension wasg effeeted £o1r ‘both inland and oyerseas mail

Beyond Benares it Was intenm to establish commanication with

" ghe amy in the fleld., S

3':!; pursua’ma ‘cf a z‘epx:esantatian £rom Cciopel Ironside
at Diaapur, khe Gavamnmeémeral and @ouncu appointed a Deputy
Posimaster ther:e W receiva and tranamit J.etters %o Patnas This
appeointment aisp@nsed with em nee%sity for mil..taty officers
A:c sena ‘thelr mmnica:hicna ei,ghi; miles daay = ‘the Patna
" post 0F£igs, On 'a aipdlac éegmsentatign*,fgom Msjor Blaip st
Bas‘hanpuﬂ' amthew post office was e#tablisheél at the gantonment

‘therd,

1) N ¥
v r's i1
-::,,l
)
LS
,
.

]
!

',’L‘he usual practice f@llowed before 1776 in. the conveyance
of pverseas mall was that. on t.heir: arcival from Burche or the
' other pa'eaiaanciea they were unlaaded d€ Kedgree {mj:.:i} and
forwarded in whah was known as ehauki»bcats which carried them
in relays £rom 'char;é m calgﬁ'etm The reasen was thag it was
wnsé.dezed unsafe fof, large vessels ¥o procesd straight up the

Cie Hugli to ¢alcuktas So they lay ak Kedgree which way situated
‘on the right bank of the yiver near the sea aboud th)ree miles

from Ingalee (Hij4Yi),



Daks Bevond Benares i
' ';Ehe ~nec§éaitY= of exﬁel;!ﬂing postal communication Lo

staticns beyond Bepares in 4778 was dictated by Ehe exigenqzies..
of the Angiaomratha War. !tn the» light of Brigadiefsgeneral
‘$t1bbez?t'a :eeomendatim, the. Govemar-c;meral proposed a
i apla:r Ee# a pest; efiiae for the amy in gt;:e,:ﬁielﬁ.. stationed S.n
"' ghe Upper. provineég: It was fo be ‘placed "v'.ir"léer t,aé“d’xj;‘r“ecei'dn of
& PO tmaster anawepabla to the @omnander-innahiez. in a:l,l '
'‘matters eascepting £hi collechion of postage fm: which he Was to
" -ne adcountsiile o, the General Post GEEice b Calrutsy He was
o he appainted By the ﬂamanﬁer»in-@hief and his office vas

to be located at t.he army haadquattefs wi‘-:h two Seputies '
operating at :EE:Le::l.ci'.q.Q Ehe raﬁes ‘of postage’ wege to conform to the
‘genggal rules ,gegcxz_tlged for the diwani grgvincea :Lp, 1774.33

ne, Refomis of 151 z
The t’éfc'v.xﬁma' of 1781 also affected the rules of postage

on '‘pubkic :ﬁati:e:rsu The Governor.General and gounzi] ordered.
that all iettﬁr:s hi;t;hertp d%patched fon the sersice!. and free
( should pay‘posta{gg; aiecordmg to the ratespceacribed fo;: other
zel;te‘m‘ Tha heads of offices were ssked £o chan:ge” for these
BT %neivk'mamm‘r" ésﬁ‘észismnem and the Postmastes.Génersl was

‘requr:ed €0 keep ,for chiecking ‘'a ‘register of eversy 1etter sent

‘by ‘them at '*xzhe prﬁsﬂ.deney. At the glose of every mont'yh the
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Gavemmant crder required the Postmaster-General to send to the

heads of aﬁfices at'. the preaidency & bill for the amount of

ppstagem lEtteﬁ'B &esgatcne& by each of them, The same fule was

) \ope_nam..in respect of the subordinate offices of the

covernmerit. >*

t ,gha‘mgﬁ ?osaal Routess ‘: ~ :

g e

] 4

‘lma number of postal div:i.s:lons continued tc be four, but

U che additiﬁnr of dértain new foutes nacessi‘nated :he:l,r constitu.
tian ofn a sls.ghtzsf different’ basis; ?he main rouses wére to be

as :Eollowa.;

5

. B)

.‘}»

,. ) b

':l.'he Southemn Division from ealeutha to Ganjam through
Balasofe apd Cuttak Gonneczﬁ.:}.ngi;he presidencies of
ﬁaé;tésg and mm‘bay-z ) - v

The Eastern Division £rom €alcutts to DPaseca,

The Western Bivision fr’om SGalcutta to Bepares and
beyond not’ through Mursﬁ.dahad; Rajmahal and Patna but
through the new route via HaZatibagh and Mughalsami

he Northetn Bivision fi:om ﬂalcuﬁta o m:rsh:ldabad

‘aaly Patna now being connec:bed ,wii;h Murshidabad by a

emss-dak .

N
H
.

" Bagh of the four d,iviswm was allowed & Se¢parate

. @establishwent of its own at the General post offfce. It
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eqntained provisiqns fcm cegtain mnshis ana eorsistd.ng of thres
ruhners,, e drumer and 8 lamheax:ep‘ fof the most part unalteﬁeda,
The hamara contimeﬁ to be paid ab the rate of rupees and

. the dmaez;l and the lampbearsr at 3 mpees as beSore, E;‘:Lgh stage
on the Southern &nd T{iestegr{ Q;visiqna was plovided with a
stagekeeper called addadag ;ﬂhq was addition sppointed at Chass
- 2:‘on the WeStarn. r-:-‘ou,te to Benares but for ﬁe;'a}:s of zobbers and
‘sild .animals k}é .:j.jived at S?he";:ghati whi:t:k’i cannectad with Patna

through’ Gaya.as‘

THE RATIWAYS

| : :Endla had a brilliant tradition of state activities for

the pmmtion of pﬁblie wonhs,, before the Englisa Bast India
-ﬁwmpauy est.ablished their political aupremagy hera, Qifferept

- parts of the country were intemcnneétéd by .x:oaes and watere
. '&mnsper:& for commereial and othey pumosest. Records of the
éaxly surveys of the Bast mdia Company, such as those of Mart;tn
in 1?50 Qf Major” Janws Rennall (1763»»66) '3 amd a Hamilton
Eut:znanan during the yeanly ‘yeam of the leth Century give us an
idea of what had egca.sted 1:; 'che posi; 1n the sha@e of comnmica.
tiong and iacilii:ies for tnavel and transmrt. @pecially in
,Northemn Indis W;lth its vast plains,

With the new political and econénid ‘chamges in the
‘West as well.as in India there was nai;u::a".‘!.ly a demand ‘for
{mp roved. End’ extended means of communications about the mq.ddle



‘of the 191~.h centuty. It was in 1843444 that the sarjiesy
pmposals wera made for constmctiozr af x‘aileays .in India. These
mvisaged @ens»truckion of zailways by comanies ,nceﬁporatad '

fm Englan& a miniwum pmzﬁ.’q being guaz-anteed by hhe Bast India

: .ﬁ:ompany for a definite period. 8¢ cam;racks inr ief:im.te pe;»s.oa
' were made Wwith the Best India Raiivay Gﬂmpany &t the Great
Indian Peninsular Rallway Gémpany formed in 1845 fof donstiuce

- plon of ‘ma‘ small railway 3,,3.995 near Calontta and mmay'
respe’ét:lv:"ely; in 1855 the total len%gt‘i: openéd wes 121 miles
£rom Galcu’cﬁa @ Ramlgung by the former and 37 niles from.
_Bombay to Kalyan hy the J,atteﬁ, The ﬁadraa Rajlvays completed
‘88 milea £mm Madraa 40 Amets in 1&5&. ?iva cﬁh&w Railway
eampanies ware famad but their linss were mt— enen ‘before 1858,

Wﬁing thed‘eign of"Lord Ea‘,‘ilh'du:s‘ie ‘the Gnveﬁno:‘;

' Gemta:lsm;: Y Tndla (18 48a56) launched imgoriar schemes. of
o railway eonstmetion» In his famous minute of 1853 Lord

) Dalhauai;e- advocated the sonstriction of al systen of rtrunk line
uannecﬁing the inta*i;-ior:’ parts of each pre"siﬁeney with. its chief
: por:t and the sevezfal presidencies with cna anoth=r, His abjaata
: . f&r the 1ni;mductiqn ef railways in xndia as he stated were
%0 imansély increase the striking power* of his military
forces at e.«rery pamt of the Indian Empira" to kting British

* cdpikel and entemrise to India "&o securg, mmerciaa. and

,‘*socd.az. aﬁﬁantages ‘ho India® and to *bring, “im:a tne ports produce
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£rom the i:,zterior;" 36

R, Maedonald Stepnenaan wWas the pioneer sho broched the
idea of J.ayﬁ.ng rallroads in India ag“éarly as 1845 and advocated
the eonsi;mgion of a ;ailw:ay };ne aléng 'the sam= route that
the first taiiway line along the same roube that the first
" railway of northern India s The East Indian Railday ;atér
traversedﬁ?'

The Bast Thdien 'nas;iwaiy Compiny was founded in England
An May, 1845 .and by april, 3,846 the' Whole track from Calcutta
''to Delhi via Mirfapur wes surveysd by’ Si:ephensozz who collected
_dportant shatistieal infomahﬂ.on and aubm:t.‘bted ko the East
" Indian Railway @empany an elaber:ate report on his findings, ,

The' naiiWay line between . Ealcutta gnd Al"ghabad was
m}.eteé in 1856 and that year the rev&me ‘€rom traffic on the
line Emm ﬁalcutha ’co Allahabad amounted to Rs, 26,100«10a2,
The Raimay Was so'popular in the. mﬁntry that bz 1857 the
"{ncome £rom the sile of rallway ticketgnetc, rose to
Re. 1.32.424-2-.1138

Whan the: ’ﬁireétcrs bf the. Eaét Indian Ra.ﬁlway Company
:Eaund tha‘&; aailways were pepulax; and that it woutd be profitable
tar extend the line to Belhi and cpen, gzew ones, ﬁxey. decided to
teke up the matter, Towards the end of 1856 contwacts were
. eéntered into ‘fo,r: extending 'l:j.he line to I},felhi, At the same time



27/

h
3
v

fhere were two new projects<proposals for opening up the lines

- hatwﬁ?n Miwﬁapux; and Jabalpur and betwéen Delhi and L%hqfecsg

The 1iné bétween Anahabad and Kanpuzr was completed in
1858 ‘and next yesr a contract :Eor that between Delhi and Eahore '
was given &a the Punjab Railway 1ater renaned as thé Northe
Wesher:n Raﬂ.lway. Caleutta Waa connected with Ban=ras in
Dacember, 1852 while work was already going on as Far as Agra.

4 dn 1860, the East: xndian Railway had 120 miles of railroad apen
. £ar.' traffic ixz the N@rth—Westem provinges and the line had

come as far as Btavia On August 1. 1864 the Bast indisn Railway
reached Delhi on the banks of the Yamuna coveping a distance of
1020 milés between Caleutta and Delhis C
The horrible practice of burning‘of Hind widow on the
:Euneral pyre of hér deceased husband had a semﬁ.-:-eligious
sanction and vasg inspired by the' xreasoning that it was better
f@r a WOman to baurn he::salf along' with her: husbznd than %o,
' lead the n&serable life of a wmow. Originally, she praetice
was voluntary bnt later it was made obligatory ky the guardians
of réligion and mo‘r.‘als. ‘ﬂhe sati: ayst.em was more populak in

: the presidency of Bengal and the Upper; provinces than in any
" .other part of Indiar 11; waa mm eomn in Bengzl than in the



NortheWestarn provinces, ,

'i'he, eompam}'s sewani.:s‘were aware Hf the ev:}fl but tuey
refrained £rom inherfering untl) the time oFf Lord William )
Bentindk, on Beeamber 4, 3.829, this Govermm.eemrai placed
before thia céﬂncil “the' dmﬁt af a Requlatian on ths.s vi.ta.l
subject, deelag-ing that “the Sovernment of- which o am a, part /

. . should have the eredit of an act Which' is % wasa eut a

" foul stain on British ruie anﬂ to atay a sacrifi.,e of humanity
and histice ’eo & dbubtful @tpe&iancye we's ”‘Bhe Ragulatn.on wag
‘passad and the bvil granﬁi&e af gati Waé dec:iazel si.lJ,egal and
‘puniahabla by the ariminal’ courts. 'I‘he persons aiding. the

. performance of sati were €0 he chaxgged with gulpable homicide,
Hiné.u camunity Wa,s. thus pmrged oﬁ é general ev=l in the
Narthmestem pmvinces as well as in the tsst of the eountz*y.
Infanticide

; fonothfa; gwéah soc;ai evil was the killing of female

infants by éhéin" parents, This was brevéienﬁ ampag ‘the high
‘alass. :-I:Lndue. gpeqially Brahmans and Rajpuw. Th= péason for it
was two-fold the high qast of the mazriage of Jirls and'a
false notion of prestige. Galone,t James *rbd felt that "although
:eligian Bo where @uthoriaea his barbasity. the Laws which
tegulate marmage anong the Rajputs gowanfuily pﬂamc‘{:e infante
ieide, ﬁoreoverr to marr:y his daughter was ofiten to r:uin a man.’

$¥

i
In the m:th.Weatem pr:ovinoes the evil was noticeable among the

4 !



oo

~y

A

'Y 5+

y _4\\" ‘

Rajputs especially the Ghauhanst Jonathai Duncan the Resident
at Banaras and later Govepnor of Bombay, neticed this evil in
1789 whila he'was tbuping on the frontiers of th= Junpur
aistrict. ¢n Octobér 2, 1789 he wrote about it all Lord

'GémWalua ‘and on Decanbex: 23; the same year he Eomlatded a

tr:anslation of an agx:aement into whiuh *.she Eajpul‘.s of Banar:aa
had en’cewed into witzh the Resident binding themsalves to put

&hd end to this av:Ll practiee,u

The step taken by R Montgomery at Allahabad may be

.desaribed in his own 'wordss

-

I sppointed a chaprasi to. reside .in each village whose

" in the, fami;.y of any of the 4y .Rajputs. I also
bound the gorait, chavkidar and the ‘midwives under a
. heavy penalt‘.y to report separately gach bizth at the

sole duty it was to beport.the bimh of a female child

Phana, the fbur thus acting as a '¢heck om each other, -

I directeé the thanadar on the df ﬁh of any female

infant ba:!.ng reported to hold 'an| s

and afterwards. transit it to the éivil sargeon for
earaminatien,a I associated the | .ﬂ,dar with the
thanadar in ‘arder to ensure a mml'g efficient
Superintendence. " D '

‘i‘nis results were eneouraging oué aﬁ evesy four g:l.rls

" 'born. three 13.ved ag .a result of \‘;he Govemmenﬁ'a vig‘ilance.

' 8imdlar steps were taken throughout the province and

~ infanticide dgcl,ared. illegal and a criminal offence. 42

iflquest or the bady,"

735
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TR . EBUCHTION .

a:ha Agra Qollega was founded on t:hese lines and started
ii;s j.fe on lﬁovemh&r 7. 1823, reeommendea by £he Gene:;al
aamiti;eem its mnmy expendimre Was t5 be RE. 8"76/"

'%the Agka Gollege belgamé; papﬁlér with the intell:_.ge:_lﬁia

“of "the month;wéstaﬂﬂ.p:avindes.imméaigteig after its foundation,
. i 1826, there were 117 students in "the college of whom 43 were
in Hindf.Sanskrit gmup énd 74 wec’é“i,rg‘x;eqﬁian-ﬁ:é?bic gioup.
By mext year the ny.qlz.xbeir haei:' ¥isen to €3 in, Hindi-Sahskrit group
. ‘axx‘d 121 in rergian.Arabic gr.bu;p. Hindi wag popular with a
o :f;éjogitir of the students of the com‘é‘g‘;ef ot of 284 students

in 1827 not lessa than 120 read Hindi;' f,kmugh all of them aid
not offer Sanskr:it. ',Ehe st:udy of geography. .astmnomy and
 magthematics was started on Buropean’ sgggtm, £rom 1827,

i

An English ¢lass was at,i':aéhed to the Agea G&allegé abk a
cost oﬁ mpaes ‘900 per: month for a teacher and pupées -50 for
- books ete,. The couegs building was gﬁ'ected fror a grant of
R&, 43,501/15/9 made by the Govemme‘n‘!.’. in 1829, In 1841 a
aontemporazy wr:itar described the Agn'a. C;gpllege iailding as

GO
‘Edllowss ‘ . : | ‘

i
!

The most s‘cmk:l.ng of all the public buikings is the -
o college. a:ltuated on 'che civi.‘l. ;Lines an¢ at a short
dist.ance ,gf&om the town. Its was built. by Lieutenant



Bojleau, It is a noble quadrangle and in the Gothic

~8tyle with jutting éoéne:iss having four =urrpets at

. each of the gornerxs and two liftier ones Flanking the
two principal entrances, There are arched vagandas on
eagh side, four handgome entrances and foar corner
quadeangular rooms.:-A passage runs from aorth to
s’oxith through the ‘btuilding and so on ea=n side there
are seven spaecious rooms, including the =sntral hall
which is divided into two paris. The Southern side of
the building is appzopriated to the Vernacularp
depantment and the Nor:them to the English.%

| .The Pelhi Gollege

q;né.nglnil Oriental @ollege was founded in 1828 through
the efforts of ti";e General conﬁzii*;'.tee of Public Imstrpction, A
sum Of Res 3,900/-. to 35,000/« per annum .was repsrted 0 be
E locally axraiﬂ.able ﬂen the purpose of an eduaa‘ci«:rr.al instimticn
and to thia the G’eneral eomittee added. rupees €20/m per monthe

MyDy, Taymm was appointed 3uperintendent of‘ the College with an
allowance of . Rs. 3.50}- pef month The. etafi Was to Mnsist of

one teachex on Fs, 3;00/. per month and, five Mm.lvis on Rs, 50/~

per month sach. -Eighty..nine students we::e given stipends of
R8, 3/~ each per‘ mnth,. The main Subjé@ts taughﬁ were Persian
- and Arabic,. Aritmnauc, History and -J‘uﬁ‘iapmdence s‘»:are also

!' ', faught. 44
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Eesides tha above inatitatian run by the Gwemment.
there was in the prcvinca many a school financed. and mn by
the pubuc, and the Ghristian Mission, The missicnaﬁ.es at
Meerut s#;am;ed a Vemacuz.ar sche@l ;S.n 1811 With 3@ boys on
the rolls and by 3.840 the number of acheols in Eeerut had risen

.+ ko £ive, Mp: Corrie started a schoel ab 'Agra in 1813 and

supeﬁisédf‘ it "foz‘ many vears. In .;LBJ."%‘ ghere wer= 84 students
an the mlla and i-.vy 1842 tl;se number of schools =t Agra had
g@ne up to ten w,mh 300 boys.. Mr¢ Corrle had se: up a school
at Sexole the headquartaﬂs of the European at Banan‘as befetre\
he left for Agra end it contimued o floutish aétar 'him, ¥

When Lofd ﬁgs'i;ings v:ﬁsited the Upper provinces in 1834
a wealthy pﬁiiéﬁfﬁxbpist of Banaras; Jad ﬁarairr Ghoshal,

i presentaé him a petition and proposed 3—,0 &éatabl_sh a school..
..aiz Banatase Ha oﬁfaued to create an qndomant c2 rupees

20,006 the ;nt‘;eggs'l::_ of which togetheriwith the income.from.
., dand Was cons i&e;é'd .adequate to maintain ‘the poposed school.

, The schosl was to. :tmpart instructions’ in Hindi, Bengali,
Persian and Englism Hastings appmveﬁ oﬁ ‘the pilan, Jai Narain
also made eve:: a huilding f.’cn the sahool in whizh nearly 200

. boys reaeived eéucation.%

At Kanpur a &chool, named Ranpur Free School, was founded
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in 1820 by some pr:i\rate individuals., Its £inaness béing poor:
Major-@anérai Lew.ts Thomas, Gomanding-offiaer Jxere appealed
to the Gevernment for aid and the governofeGeneszal in 1823
sanctiened a g:an& of r:upees 400’ péf iontha The Christian

missionanies eshahlished ﬁ.tve sehoals "ix Go:&akh:uxf in 1823,

and an Ii:nglﬁ.sh c.lass was ata:tad by w:.lkinson i= 1825¢ an
English seh@e!. ai: @orakhpwr was set up only in 1838, Privaté

‘ &fﬁqrts vzere sqncessﬁu:} in @tab?.is?xing a ‘school at'Allahabad
. 4n 1825 and later the General Committee aided iz with a

regulér’ghantu"‘in January, 1836 the%'e werd in tals school 31
smaents 4n the pérss.an class and' 1'i “in the Hindi ¢1ass.

. sehocl at Btawa was ﬁounded in 1824 by the- CQ3.1=qtor of that

distriet and £inspced ‘From the town' duties, A £2w sc;hoolg '
were started by dhe people ¢f Bareilly some of shich had a

I

médigg_:_l,_ \' Ed uég:'ei\gg

A Medical ,:czpllege wag opeped in Caloutte in 1835 anq
the £irst Indiar 4o join it was Pandit Madhusuden, a Hindu of
high caste who hroke all the trammels of caste ggg;udices anfi
diasécted the humsn body in publie, This niedigei‘ cgl;!. ege Wag
based entirely ,c'rti Mestern lines and introduced zhe stu;iy of

Western medicine and surgeny. For a long time prospective

. medical students all over Northern India inelufing the North-

Western provinceg, ' had to go to Galoutta for tkair education,
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" ''Phis entailed on them ~a huge ei:penditt\zre and gresﬁa ineconvenienge
ana hérdsm;:. Wherefere. in 1854 when the new mding of the
'I‘homasma mspital a‘c Agra was rea&y, Lieutenant—awemot Galvin
sought the. pem:},asion of the Gorvemmraaeneral © allow the
Haspital comittea to malqe arrangements for giving. ;l,gstmcﬁion
£oﬁ' thef subbrdiua.te elass of native dootors all of whom ara
now compe}.led to pmﬁeed for.' their education to Calcutta. .

: nothing hmievem nesnlted £rom this representat-.on up to, the

. dreat Rebellion, oﬁ 185?»58. The Hosmltal started i Medigal
cless onlsr in 1865, e

SALT TAX o :

A Salt tex was imposed upon thé pédple of ‘the province
and of the eount:y £rom very early times. :’gn the time of Warren
Hastings; salt which Was a mnopoly of th.e ‘Government, was
plaged under a new acheme accarding to whic:h the salt pr:oduﬁing
areas we;;s divided into agencies. Bach agency wag placed under

an agent who was a civil efﬁ‘ieeg, while. ,a:he Whoe..e salt administ.
‘ratlon was under the Superintendence of xa vaupi::cue: with
- his heaéquartens at'. @aleutta. ‘

8&lt Was prepared in Bengal by the Gompamy's 'agents,
and a duty of 5 per maund was afded to 'the cosz of production
before the article Waa placed in “the market. A duty of 4s. per
maund was. ralsed on salt ‘obtained f£rom mges in Panjab; while .
salt prepa}:ed' in Ngtive stayes had to pé.y’_a duty of 48 or 58,
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, ‘ .
before 1t passed into British territory.

.Madras. salt was formed by solar evaporation of the
Margin of ‘g:he sea and{'was cheaper than Bengal salt and the
coxpany deriv;ed a ,gons'ideq@;al'g revenue by selli=g it at 2s,
the maund, In Bombay the G@sx}é;:mnent pernitted mzfufacturers
40 remove the sa;ué from the pans on payment of = duby of 1s 6d.
the maunﬁ Salt mporteﬁ 1nf;o India :Enom Englang or other
countries pad.d duty of 5&. Qr 6sb the maind sc that the )
fmporters might not undersell the duty paying I-dian salts

The net. :e\(enue of the oonpany &erived £-om .salt manufacu
ture roge £rom Rs. 8.00,000/.- in 2.793 to néarly Rs., 13.00.000/..
in 1844, The total quantzty of salt manufagture<s by the East
 India Compan,y’ :tn these fiftyumo yéars is estimzted at a little
’ wer: two hpr;dreg:i »m:’{.ll;on maunds, and the total ~everiue derived
£rom themanuﬁactura at sixjg.y milgpﬁs %mmgs"*‘
@pivi Tek N |

oplum tax was gzdﬁnjln 'aritis;h teltrittbry.ﬂ Bénafas and
Patna anﬂ in the native State of Ma;ltrJa. The Benzres and Patna
. «ap.ium was the monnpolyi of ‘the Gompany and the Gevernment of
" Bengal got a large -gevemie.x from this mompqu, s=elling the
| oplum at. a profit of more than 200 per»éeﬁéq Mazwa opium paid
a heavy transit,duty of* RSQ 12, 108. the chest cf passing into-
British territoxzy for exportation énd the Goversment of Bombay
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derived a substantial reveénue £rom this transit duty, The
two kings of oplum met in the niarket of Ganton for sale in
China,

¥t was managed by the agents of the Govenmméﬁt; appointed
fbr“ tha’t purpése}; 'fhe opium agents annually ent=red into
czontracta with the cultivators who were bound to deliver the
whole of tha:l.r produce to the Geve:s‘nment Agent at a f:l.xed
pr:!.ce, which was normally Rsa. 3/8/~ |:Jer: seer or abaut 3g.6d.

per lb. 51

In the Nerth_Westem provinces, a poppy ‘das cultivated
profitably 'in the Doab f:om the boarders of Awadh in the east.
| to Agra in t.he Weat. The area wWas about :Eive huadred m:ues in
1ength and two h\rxdred miles in breadth. The masufacture of
. opium; the, pOppy plants gmwn in the Doab was sapried out in
) sepax:ate agency. the agency of Banax‘a with its headquarter:s
at Gazipur. Af{:ei' manufacture, opium was iexpertsd +6 China
and other c:oqntg{:l'?ég of the Far Easf:’..s.z
The Abkari

Abkari 1t;v.axlss excise duty on the manufactura and sale of
:l.nt'.oxicants and aleoholic. drinks. ‘l‘he' duty on intoxicants and
drinks was pn‘ev‘alent in the pre«British days as well, and the
contr:ach for Iit:s collection, was normally given o the highest\

bidder., When the' fEast India Company took over tae administration

1
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of the ceded and donquered :districﬁa + it contine=d the same
system of abkari which it had inherited. Thé chief intoxicants
ebming wnder abkari tax were toddy, arsk, bhang and ganja. The
Gollector:s of the vaflous distr:icts colleeted t&e tax at the
p}.ace of sale aﬁd loeked a:Eter its propet condu:iz. Licenses for

the apening of shops forz the aale qf :l.ntoxic:ants were also
. 53 o

i

issued by,the Gollectors,

L ' STAMP DUTY -
‘OBiginally two rea;soas had pfom{:-&ed the éové;-f;xgent of

India to introduce stamp duty, Firstly, to disccurage the

unusually large numbér of law.suits in the. couris of the '

, ¢ompany,  and secdndly. to make up the lbssl.gf .raveime resulting

from the abolition ‘of the old police tax.. When ‘the: stamp tax

was intmduced. it was required to aﬁ:Eix stamps 4An legal

, proceedings and-,in.ceurts of law only, But’ 1a,?zec‘ the use o‘fg‘ K

¢ . _ ' { ! -
stamps became nécessary also for business transzctions, like

: t;he receip:ts;f handspnoteSa bil’l. of exéiiangé. honis, ét‘c-.

Similarlya 1ega1 daemnents‘“‘and deeds " for the transfer of
, 1and and px:ope:ty ealso hadiito be wnitten cm stanped paper:.

e consequently the stamp duty ylelded more gnd m::e income to.-

"' the Govemment as, tradée and commeEce,. industr‘y and crafts and

, the administratian of justice. exganded and the 2conpmic life

of the people improved, 54 x ' f

5



THE POST OFFICE - : .

’ '.l’he post office was another gource of income for the
_Gavermnenh of the quth.Westem ptovinces, 'I‘he sost office
“aﬁministratiqn of the uppér provinces was sepamted from the
pc;st office adﬁlinistration of the Bengal én‘:es‘idsency from
May 20 ,1835 as the résult of a r:esolution of the Governore

o General..in..councilw For the time being the Postmaster-Genepal

of Calcutta looked after the post office in this pmvince
also, A segarate Eost.Maat:.er General for the Noa"th.Westem
provinces Was appoin’ced in 1839. A r:emarkable change was
effected in the \pes#.al ch.arges_‘ when' a uniforin rate was fixed

for 'tﬁe‘ whole ¢:=93:m‘1:.x"y'q

l
e '

':ehe No::f,h-ﬂestern prwinces Was the only p:ovince in
India where tha post offic:e showea a surplus: ia older
'prwinaea like hhe Bex;gal. Bombay and Madras pr=sidencies there
was a deficit in the post'.al budget of' the days aefor:e the

@reat Rervolt of 185'2-58. 55

v :MISGELI':ANBOGS TAXES
| s
A :!.arge rmmber o:E athez- minor' imposhs ans taxes were
imposed on the peaple of the pmvince in ear:ly days oﬁ the
gompany*s wlgq.'z:hese minor impos'qs were as unpmductive as
they were vakitious. Most of them were uneconomical and their
proceeds @id not justify their continuation. A major porkion

"
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‘ "aﬁ imst. of ‘theéé 'ﬁ;inar 1&\9@5& usually went. into v.he pockets

- of the petgy 1ac:a3. officials who wam %ntr:xsted with the:lr collec.
hian. ’.ghe t‘andar#. .’umastm the m ____a__, at’ the ferries, the
M _ta_g_:_‘ ﬁr&m the pab:&%ie, the pul ggg 3% collected

for the wnstmui,on and mﬁr of hrmges Qvez‘.‘ g-ivars and

big eanaﬂ»a. 'the M £ax eclleet.ed for the canstruction
and repai:‘ of embank.menﬁs and the wheel tax or a leévy on the

. Garts we:é the mnguen taxes.. threugkaout the province before
. . 1858, of which .,m recard is availahlm Though the Gevernment
. ofificially sbolished many of these Ampogtd when the lodal

officials were .pa;id from the state treasury, theycontinued
in the interior qf"‘ the coﬁptzy unchecked {mdetezt.ed and

- uvneared for by the Government,

Menti::;n ‘t'nay alse be made awong the 'miécelianeons sources
of the income of ;%he atate to the judicial fines and fees
chargedf by the 'Govermnex'zt for various purposes, Judjeial fines
and othey fees yielded a good amount of _income, For ‘iustance

in 1849.30 the ineome £rom t;his source was RS, 3,03, 237/.‘55

The Magistrate.€olléctor in the districts of the most

. evepwdrked cofficers of the Govermment of -the Bast Indla Company.

Up ko the Revolt of 1857.58 he exergised power and undertook
Suti¢s which, supjmt to his deneral swpérvision and direction,
are now delegaﬁe& ) his ‘gubordinates, aesides the collection

of the land revenue and other tattes and the administration of



the district, he'was the chs.ef education office=-, in charge of
the constmctian of :‘oads and bridgés and the C,r.l.ef a'udicial
officer in some cases as alsa the ehief of the ?olice in his
jurisdicticn. Three police corps had been z!aiaea in the pmvince
dm:ing the ’cime of Lord Ellenbcmugh in o:‘der te relieve the
military of the civil duties pn-eviously perform=d by it, 7

But . so far there was no sepasate head of the police
though -an urgent need for '‘a special police assistant to the

Magistrate was felt on all hands.>®

"Ehé ‘ﬁal:lce branch of ‘Adininistrétibn i':he Eagistrate.
Collector had under him a number of Indian Fevesue officials
called. Tahsildar:s who J.aolged after the revenue and the police
matters in the i;.ahsil of which they we:e in chacge. They could
1mprison an agcused.or & quapected though for g brief period.
of time only, and Af empowered by the Magiétraite;: could try
petty cases and impase small fines, ‘Ihus' they': gid éuite a
large amount of work wh:l.ch the Magistrate-collecl:or was .expected
. o do, The Tahsildan‘ had élmost the sélxmet duties as the Darogha

59 '

of the former daya‘ : :

He also advised the Magistrate ‘:Ln impor‘tant matters
relating to. his- tahsilg\ B good Tahsildar says' a District
Magistrake of the North:westgm pmvince,s... “is €the .most useful
person and well earns his salary of Ré,, 200/« per month.,"” There
were normally 219 tahsildars in the thirty.one &istricts of the



: ‘gm{rdnee{agd'.’the}m salary ranged between one humdred apd three
N : N 60 . oo '

a

hundyed, Fupees ‘per month.

The period 1813 to 1833 began with lord Hoirss Government
tmieh manké& a aistinet b:eak £pom esi:abushed I:radit:iona in
 politics and admizh:f.stratian. While his military Conquests:
“axtende‘,d the laggmdg; of the dompany'a !dominians, his pqlit:icgl
gsetitlements with “&he ecuntty pewers. heralded a new er:a of ‘
internsal peace- an& securitys Polit:!.cally. kndia. became virtially
| united and develaged an Indian policy undaﬁ his Government.,

In the £ield of adm:tnistxation too, he set in motion a new

. trend of liberal’ refoms reflected the. prireiplas of

' uté.li‘t.a*rian thmugh which dominateﬂ ‘the’ oonﬁempamary politics
. of Eagland; Phe sdministration of" palj.ee atgd criminal juStice
was parhiﬁulaz'l? 'infiuenced by its impaet &urin-; this pariodg

Gavemo:.@eneral in Council +o adopt it 28 a genex:al plan

"7" of Chukidafi poiice establishment, In all villages were

ehatﬂzidars {Watchmen) supposed to keep gua:d at niqht.
( ‘not.tee the movemenbs of bad charact.ers. ta,,apprahend fe;\.ons‘
eaught ﬁlagran,te delictc and to rep@r:t. all ‘itnportant matt‘.em
&t the thana headguarters; Chaukidars gene;‘ailly were appointed
by the Zamindars of theif villages and any appoZntment might

" be vetoed by Ehg'd&lstrict’naqistra'ta, Bug '}gt‘egw.stib;z XIITI of

‘1813, Which Was the £irst Municipsl enagifx’qfé’nt ia Bengal,

" - provided for the sppointment in large towh§ of Thaukidars whe

w



e:harga of gheir maim:enama,

‘were to he paid by the residents, The preamble Laying down the
. pr;incipal that the peeple ‘for whose beneﬁit and protection

such an establisbment migh'a be entertained shou@.d defray the
61

i U

. Opdinafy yillage chaukidars were remunerated by the Btate

for watchegndiwapd but in ' wWahy réSpects war¢ thé private

* sefvants of the Zsmindars -from whom jthey held Chgkran (servide)
'fands upon which, the \eéveizmgnt ‘possessed” & 1insted lien, This

| arrerigement worked badly. The Ghapkidars: were useless and

. gorrupt the Supp.‘t,é' tools of the Zamindaﬁéa altmough by

! regulitions paseed in. 1808 and 1813 the .1;5&2’:& Zere liable to

o heavy peualties and even to forfeitura of '‘their lands if they

falled to give early infamation cf* t.na com.‘ss:ion of offences

or afforded ammtenance w !'obber:s they ha?d onlw to estabush

friendly relations téith the police darogas to neign as they

p;eaaed over weak:ez‘ .neighbeums ‘and :’eap ample p:aof:!.ts £pom

the villainies of bandit'&iz ‘Ehe Britzsh Qfﬂeers who alcme ‘

eould pt:event such n\alpractiees. wara nscan'uy yin number, |

hamper:aﬂ by a faulty and wnstable administra'civs system and

served’ b‘l corrdpﬂ' and ill«trained subordinatesv Msvs.ng about

, "was ofi:en étiffi@ult and generally slom Lawlesaless .and

v:t.lenee were ﬁrequmt and easys In 1355 tne fir:st. Isieutenant-

.Gwemom Bir Fra&erick Halliday subm:l.ttea to the, Supreme

qugrmnqurspe*c;gi‘c proposals for inpgqvmpg in the pay of
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“the :evgula;‘ dism»zt police. admiwmg that the out;.ay though
‘ mnsidetable could nét be ;:egar:dea as final as zhe police

astabi&shmm. wasg., marwamy weoaker ﬁhan it emxm be for
the. preheat:lon of property and the pmesematicxz of good order,

'In 1856 he ﬁurth@r pressed ’éhe question urging The importaheé

of raising the tone of the wm:.e administratiozz of ‘epiminal
justide in aengalv. ‘&‘he police wez'e bad ané. the &:ribunala vere

inefficieat. Th,eaé two cirmmsméea aeted and reacted upon -

each cher.vsz

ol

. Re~orientation of the Official Police

E'al.:lg" e Ii‘a'a‘gg@ ’ '

: L]

The duties and powers of police darogas were defined ‘saizd

‘ gpecified by regulation 26 of 1817, which'is’ resal:ﬂed as t:ha

first police manual drawn up by the sritish Government in

' India, The sevéral rules enacted from tilme to t=me for the’

gui{ianége of pplice officers were reviged ',én:d £r=med dinto one

. regylation, No important change was effected in the establish-
" ment of darogas and their subordinate offideis antil 1831,

when the Tahsildars 6r Indian Revepue Collectors wére again
vesteﬁ with the duties and powers of dar:ogaé in the Upper
provinces, *I‘ha ddroga of ghe thana where: ﬁh:g,s arrangement

came into ppergi;mn Wag to be designated as: Naib Darogas
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'lqag;sjtraﬂes

The main feature of reform in the office of the
Magistrate was :ithe 1ncr:éa§ev of aut:.hor:f.ty over pdlice darogas
and'Komals whose appointment and transfer were now to proceed
£rom him undey Regulation 17 of 1816, ’m the ex=rcise of his
povers the z&ag:lstr:a,te could also suspend or dismiss thém
without making any x:eport to the court of g.ircult. His powers
of appoinment removal and transfei: 1:}.kewise exz ended to the

. jaﬁ.lera and the subordinate staff of crimﬂ.na,l jails. To ensble

COLR

|
the Magistcate t'.o keep order and discipline among prisoners,

. the Gavernor-@ehez‘al in counci.l enacted inﬁb one regulation all

the rules which had préeviously been established from time to
time by the Governmént or the mzamat A8alaty In his jail
administ:ati@n be acted under the aupetintwdénce of the court

. of eéircuit and en the abolition of that court ;o* thé Commission.

»
v

er of cireuit and Supezintendent of- Police.ss

4'!*-'1'\4

Sugerintengent' of C&liee ' o
a 1

The Suparintendent of Poliee was likewisa autharised to

. appoint and remove , the subordinate ministerial oﬁficers of his

own establishment, He oould also f:lne‘ poaaice of..icers and

, auspend them for neglect. ndxac:onduat or: ‘incapacity.. For

speeial reasona he might bring under his exclus...ve gharge and

administration any of the thanas in ;tlxe‘ interess of law and order.,

{
s
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Iin l829.’\i:h$ duties 'ian& DPovwers of the swerintendent

- ‘of Pollde were vesi:ed under R@gulaﬁion X of thak yea.': in the
2 eemisSi@nezs of (z.tmuit. The eanuralisatian of pawers wh.teh

proeeeda& mainly fmm mogives oﬁ economy seriewly afﬁeqt:ed
the eff:l.niency af criminal adminiswatiom 'But whilé sessions

- &nt.:les began slowz.y €0 be transfe:red to :he ﬁistrim: judges

fmm 1831 enwarda the duties of the poucs ranmed vesi:ea

:).n these Gomissianers until 1837. when Aet 24 :£ thai: year
authoriaed tzhe Govemoa:s o.ﬁ Bengal and the Nor&uWest
provinc:es to appo:l.m: a superintendent of Pcuce for any part.

; oﬁ theix: res,pectﬂ.va pmvinces. On any such sppcintment the

Lot
+

duties and powefs of the &upenintendent of Polize vested in
the cgmissioners oﬁ Revanue "and Girouit by remlat;ion I of

, 1829 were to cease and t;he Superintendent t.hus appointed

vas Lo exercise- the powexs under the zegulaqion which £irst
greated that oﬁﬁice in 1908,°%

|
FUNGTIONS OF THE FOLIGE |

., |
The police were entrusted with, nany aué:bes in the proper

naintenance of peaee and érder. 'rher:e were many" irons in the
fire for the poliae. and a:Ll problems had to. bee solved almpst
simul taneously. f

Thagi

It was aB ‘early as 1810 that St, Lager, the Commissioners
' I

i



in.cnief aautianed his soldx.er:s aga:{nst "a descxiption of

: murderers dﬁnomina‘hed i‘hags” "who infested the districts of
t.he anb and othen" par:ts of the Uppez provinces. The Govern=
ment,- howevex', 'book no mtice ef these bad charscters. ‘The
result Waa diaastraus for g:he peaae and propex administration
aﬂ not emly thesa areas but of the whole of the Nor‘th-Westem
provinces 'and the central :ndia. Gang robher:les and thagi

l became widesaspread all over and,. t,hex:gforg. at last Bentinck
'had'to institute a neW department fox’the supprsssion of Thagl
under the supervision of Colonel Sieeman, The Colonel. came
into close -contact Wi'!;h the thags app rehended some .of them
and holding ou‘q“ pmm:lses noiz only of pardon buk aiso of
émployment under the Qempany. 'soon, mmed theiy aeerets of the

R thags with regard to their gangs and their: meth>d ‘of work,

An account of. the discoveries made byi Sleeman has been
recounted by him in his 'Rep;:nit on the Depredationa commltted
by the Thag Gangs of upper- and central Indiat w-:ich Wwas
published at Calcutta in 1840, Landonl has r:eferred to a famous
thag leader amir Ali who tumed an informer and thus saved
his life, Amir ALi confessed 789 mucdlei:s and was in jail for
i;wenty-.four years: 65 ! '

Itis interasting to note, ﬁowevem that. "Bengal vas
ﬁar rmore subject to brigandage than mor:e r:ecent acquisitions

and less civilized tracts.ss oo f
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Ip the mmhmestem ?;mvinees the gaigs Gf thags had
beén des;myed ami ‘Beattered by 1853 in MQal on thé other
hand, .there vere xmmemus xiver thags and resd thags “and even

© in 1854 am many a5 250 boats manned by these misareants were

1“““.’?%“ the Ganges between Calcutta and Banazag»r?s?

fhe most useful woﬂc"alaeomlighe& by the police of the
* Mprih.-Negtern provinees was the suppression of Jadeity and
hi\ﬁ':bbéx‘y.r Gangs of robbers and dadoita | haunted ihé public
highways and perpetrataeé agime of all sent. msst ftequently
by v&aima at.tauéeé with fmrder and deakh and zommitted at
; nights Tmuees a@nd othey portable arﬁeles ef value were
o the objeots of théit attadk, Baceity was f@llqwad ag a
profession by sdme inﬁuential persens and 1andleméa of the
. prewBritish days who had' been upmetaﬂ an& leﬂt without a
_‘ uving éhae to the new revenue sysizem ané. the r.*e:'ard of rights
T p:epa):ad by the British administratars of. India: ‘Specially
in Nort:mw@awzn ptovineeﬂ. FH; Kaye malle& ko memory that
‘ : “Wmen ﬁaatinga complained that the faming sysm had a

7. tendendy’ o extend and perpetuste this @vil" sni tlen he

' addada "And the pame faet is insisted upon ansi demonstrated on
. the w&deme ofi the decoits themselves by t.ha present
* « generation of British functiénaricsy 88
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o - These dissatisfied and upmqted people ware joined by Ahe

bad ch.a.:aaters zu;xd pmfessianal th:i.eves and mhaers of the

area, In aaurse of time the camb:l.nation of thesa peepla became

wvery dangarous to the peace of hh&-pmvinca as" they spread
all over and plundex:ed and robbed f.he civ.il popsxlation

x..,.,«whetever they happened to ga., In qrdar: to supp:agsmdacoity.

: 7

,,;,_

PR

i

thereforea it gwas decided 'bo :Lnstitute the off:L..e of a

<y $ape£intendent ‘for the auppression of Daaoity a-ad s.u: Chaﬂes

made a:«“rangemem:s for it on receiving the pem:.‘saion of the

supr:eme Gairemmentieg L !

' ,Memalfe the Meutenanusmvarmr of the“ Ng;ah-Wastem provinaes

In April, 1837 this first attempt to suporéss dacoity

Was made whéh Hugh Frasef Was appointed o the post and was

given special’ magﬂ.gterial powers througrmur. the. province, ‘rhe

. 'mmisaion of Hugh ‘Praser was in oper,ation :Ear about a year
and a: half, but no improvement could be effectai by it,
'The:efor:e. when- m:d Auckland tock: over: the ma:fth.WeStem
.pmvinces administ:‘ation on Ja.nuary lf. ‘1838 ? *hes decided
to unite. the tm} cﬁfices for the! .auppzession af Thagi and
nacoity under Golémel Sleeman Who had shewn ;tmusua:l. success
in suppreasing ‘{‘hag'i‘ 'rhis meant a, saving to thue tune of
"Ree 18,000/ ;;;r yéar for ‘the Governmemt.r Sleeman was
guccessful in ms* asignment and’ t.he lcrimeis .o? Aacoity and
gobbery were. suppressed through the’ a;\ge'ncyg and cogperation

N s i 1 ]
of 'infosmers' apd !spprovexs'. Sleeman started a vigorous
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and wellssustained’ "pnrsuii;'. of the dacoits in all parts of
northein India and thus broke the gangs of robbars and decoits
at the plages of their ofigin. He gavée detaijled actounts of the
‘1ives and characteérs of these ‘c'.laqoité‘in his voluminous reports
in w“nit:h ajit Singh “Eigures _pmmina“ﬁtly. It shoald not, '

" hqwever. ‘e suppoﬂed that all the gangs of robher:s wWere broken

" upy s;.eeman put’dx end of ‘the ‘dagolty 6f Budhuk ‘tiibe and other

m:tnawons. but Eome seattered gubups of dacoits continued

| to exist. After .s;eeman. €he police did not act as effic:.ently
as it should have done in rounding up.the robbezs,.. A big gang
of robbess which p’lundared several districts o:E the provinces
had :H:s headq,uarters at Agra and “uhe police for a long time

eJ.osed theiy eyes to its operation.” 70

i

‘ A:ad‘ when ultimately the gang was caught spd inguires
held, 4t was found out records a French comenta‘wi:' on British
Y.ndian administzat.iom 'that there were many eriminais in the
gang "who éscaped arrest by per::r.odical payments to the

police, “71

Thegg gangs ‘were quite biq and sometimes the nunber
of 'dacoits in them rose to forty or fifty. "’ik;e}a were a '
number of gangs under diifez}ent leaders and sohe of them

" gooperated with one anouhe}:' in theéir‘él'epﬁe‘daﬁ:;«fa:s.i The plan
of operdtion of these gangs was aa.wayé “i;o"désfc:and éiglddeizly;
in force and under cover if night on a town or ?illaée and

' pillage the house of some wealthy person®. At times, "in
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order to aveoid suspicion" they travelled “as a :tatriage
pmeession. while their weapons were hidden in ‘btmdles of
graas".: _As late as 1900, Mohan Lala, a gang leadep revealed
‘tha;d; he "0ften ébéained information as to houmes worth
robbing :E‘rm the police, and sha::e&l his pz‘af:_!fts with the,m;n

Indeed, ithis is a sad commentary on the aistory and
achievement ofthe 19th centuky pplicé.\

Rohilkhand was a criminal ayea of the province and a
large number of mbbers and dacoits had theit h=adguarters
in that region. 'ghe 3 ails ‘here’ werg, fu.li of ¢riminals and the
police was almest always bugy in rounding up th= culprits.,
‘rhe criminals record of the Kanpur digtrict also was ery
* bad and deplerable. ¥n the early years of: l-l;he N:rﬁh—%estem
ptovincea therefoﬂe. a Spec::ial Magistrate had to be appointed
. fof maintaining 'peace and order in I{anput'{\ 73

- !
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