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CHAPTER-IV 

S£D OF COMPANY ROLE
7 (>W

Canning, who succeeded the Marquis of Dalhousie in
1 i t r 1 - -' ,■
! February# 1856, had won a' reputation for' scholarship at-Oxford 

''and for statesmanlike ability as Fostmast@r*General..: He was 

enable and industrious but somewhat (diffident of .his own powers 

and, not personally ambitions, Slow in making up [his mind to
1. i l

any particular course of aotipn and conscientious almost to a
\t I

fault# when he had once chosen his ground he defended it skill.
■ ■ ■ i, • I

ftally and held it with tenacity. Seeing many sides to every

question and, an ade^t at weighing evidence, he possessed the

judicial rather 'than the administrative temperament,, He hid a
- __ ’ ! ’ _ / i

warn'heart under ^ -rese'rvid^and cold manner. Had his lot been

qast in,.peaceful times he would have been an Ideal head for the
T: ' ’ ’ | -

Indian Government, but he was called upon to deal with one of'v.
i1 , ; ■

the. most terrible', crises that ever confronted a statesman.
v » ’ 1 1

, Some.'of. his actions were open to criticism and have been freely
* " |

criticized; but on the whole he emerged, nobly from the appealing
1

ordeal to which £je Was subjected, if he lacked tie daring 

resolution imperious will and personal force of /Dalhousie he
, i

displayed a splendid constancy under taunts and misrepresentation
i

and he possessed a curious power of detaching himself from the
r ‘ j

influences and passions of the moment of solving intricate

v '

„ ' <.

There are two main Views of the origin and meaning of the

#
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Indian Mutiny* one that it ‘Was & mere military rising; the other# 
that it was a widespread conspiracy carefully organised £pr the

" ‘ J« i*................

, overthrow of British powers The men with the best opportunity of 
Judging came to diametrically opposite view on t^ds point* Sir 
John Lawrence held that the Mutiny had its origins in the army 
and that its proximate cause was the cartridge affair and 

nothing els$*. It was not attributable to any antecedent
conspiracy whatever# although it was afterwards jtaken advantages

* - ‘
of, by disaffecte,^; person to, compass their, own ends. The view of 
Sir dames Gutramis almost the exact antithesis 

/ bflieved that it was the result of a Muhammadan
* K i • \ ^ ^ - *

making capital of. Hindu grievances. The cartridge incident
' t , - ' ’ l " , ' * » '

merely precipitated the mutiny before it had been made for 
making the mutiny a first step to a popular insurrection

of this* He 
conspiracy

On the whole in spite of the fact that in some districts the people seen to have risen before the sepoys] Lawrences 

view seems most nearly to approximate to the truth. We may 
assume*, therefore# that rising was mainly. military .in origin#
but that it occurred at a time when for various' reasons there

> ■* ’ * * « 
i

was much social arid political discontent and that the mutineers
were promptly joined by interested adventuress Jao tried to
*

give it a. particular direction to suit their own. schemes, 
Fortunately for British dominion in India there [-was no single 

national cause to which the agitators could appeal. The fabric
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of British Power was builtoyer* the ashes of warring factories 
♦ < and race enmities* the Mutiny was exploited alike to revive the 

, vanished glories of the Mughal Empire - the foe of all Hindu
s ' ,’/ , principalities and to re-establish the power of >che Maratha 

'J Peshwa ^,„th@ hereditary rebel against Mughal authority. The

fact that the political direction, of the Mutiny 
\Ktii the hands of men who replaced Bahadur Shah upon•Jj.
.“H

:irst fell into
Ms imperial 

i! throne was enough in itself to alienate the,sympathy of all 
Hindu states, The attempt to summon back the ghost of Maratha 

!. supremacy was a’£» it were only the political seccbd thought
*r !,of the mutiny and Came too late for success when- the back of
f;; I

the rebellion was broken and the cause of the insurgents was
r'\ < obviously waning.'

Political,, c^ea
'jfrj. U}

There can be no doubt that Palhousies* annexations and
] the doctrine of.lapae.had caused a thrill of uneasiness and 
■ |
suspicion throughout India. This fact does not necessarily
;involve any condemnation of the late Govern©r-Gaaeral *s policy.. * l

In all great reforms some vested interests must1 be alienated 

and it is arguable that but for the blunder of the greased’ 1 r
cartridges the political discontent would have been allayed 
by time and never have passed beyond the stage c-f a vague
unrest*, But some Englishmen in India had uttered warnings of' ‘ ) I •. , 1 |the dangers ahead* Colonel .Sleeman in 1853 had written words

i
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Indeed was left

that future events probetics The native states I consider to be 

breakwaters and ,whdn they are all swept away we shall be left 

to the mercy of our native array# which may not always be 

sufficiently under our control. Since lord Dalhoasie entered 

upon office the great Sikh power had finally fallen? Oudh the 

premier-Muhammadan state had been annexed? Satara the original 

seat of the Shivaji and Nagpur one of the greatest states of 

the Maratha pentarchy had been absorbed. Little 

of the majesty of the Mughal Empire# but even that was dinished#
i 1

for it had been ordained that on the death of the titular king

of Delhi his successor was to leave his ancestral palace and
4eschew something of his royal splendour*

* 1 i

«

Secondly, from the social aspect every Annexation of a 

/ native state not only deposed a reigning house but still further 

limited the rapidly narrowing field in which men of Indian race 

/ could display thelf political and administrative talents* In 

the pacification of conquered territories and in the land
* ( * , I

settlements carried out in recent years the claims of native 
' 1 , • ■. . . , ( _ - 

aristocracies had been severely scrutinised by zealous officials#

whose aim in many ways laudable was to protect tjhe royat or.

peasant from exaction and deal with him directly instead of
t i

through hereditary revenue collectors and middlemen.

Thirdly# to the devout Hindu and especially to the 

-priesthood the hated and iconoclastic power of the British 

’ seemed to have invated even the immaterial realms of faith and



caste, ThOre was a widespread belief that Lord canning had
been commissioned to convert India to Christianity* Hindu
mythology had bean disparaged in a brilliant essay by Macaulay

, /: at one time member of the Governor-General' s Council • Sati and 
inf raticide had been prohibited* ;European science# astronomy

'w (, - , ‘ i 7 i ’ ! ,. 4,- a , , . „and surgery werre- all opposed to the .teaching of the Brahmans #
The mysticism and symbolism of the East were fading before 
the cold light of Western materialism* The telegraph and railway 
were looked upon askanace as magical and diabolical agencies; 

Recent laws had been passed, that Hindus widows were free to 
marry a second time and that a change of religion should not

“V

debar the convert from inheriting property* It roast be admitted
** * j

says Sir William Lee-Wamer that even the most ignorant and
/ i t

<>!.; .ap'athetlc Hindu was brought into more conscious
,

•f! J Spirit of the West during the eight years preceding 1857 that,

• at-, any other period in the history of India*

touch with the

Lastly we mast take into account the condition of toe 
sepoy army* The disparity in numbers between European and 
Indian troops had lately been growing greater? * hen Lord 
Dalhousie left India the army consisted' of 2,33,000 natives 
and 45,322 British soldiers* For this as we have seen‘ t*s » 1

Dalhousie was not to blame? he had in vain endeavoured to get 
drafts from home to replace the regiments taken away from 
India for service in the Crimea* The disproportion was rendered 
more serious by toe growing deficiency of officers and of



officers bf the best type who had been employed by Dalhousie
i

' in increasing number for administrative posts upon the' frontier* 

The distribution of the troops was also very faulty* Delhi
and Allahabad were wholly held by native levies and except for 
one regiment at Dinapore, there were no British soldiers between 
Allahabad and Calcutta.

The Bengal array as distinct f rom those of Madras and 
Bombay had always been more difficult to handle from the great 
number of high baste men Brahmans and Rajputs in its ranks*

•‘in

STheir discipline had been lately impaired.
i ■ i

The Mutiny
I\ At Meerut on May* 1857 when the station was plunged, in

i# <
the calm of a Sunday evening three native regiments rose shot

i ‘ »' *■

i down their officers broke open the prisons released their 
! Comrades and marahed off to Delhi, Had they been vigorously

i

pursued and cut down it is more than likely that the Mutiny 
would not have spread to further; but through the fatal inaction

, , ij'i'
. * i •

of the commanding officers of the Station they were allowed to
i i i
* ''Iescape undisturbed^! On the morning of the next day the outposts 

of the Mutineers gathered into Delhi and called upon the troops 
there to revolt* Not a single British regiment was quartered 
at that time in Delhi end in a few hours the city was in the 

, , hands of the rebels* The British officers of the sepoy battalions
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1 '

■were murdered. Every European found met the same fate and the
' v- ’ - .. ^ ■ • . ■ ■ ■ *. ■ 1 ' ’ 1
pelegraph operator had, only time to flash his alarming messages

> .«*»* atefeion3 in «“ Pua^ab when he was eut *»“ at hia
, J A1 * k i * 1
post* Finding resistance hopeless the British defenders of the
*i 4 f ; ‘ 4 * > , »

great magazine with splendid gallantry blew it end a thousand 

mutineers' into the air# The rebels bursting into the palace 

proclaimed Bahadur jihaha the old King of Delhi cnce more Mughal 

: I Emperor of India.; I' j 1 ■ ‘ ’
I f|

1 f j Fortunately a short respite was given to the British

1 f authorities reeling under this shattering blow. Bo further
. ; ■' ■ - ■ . *mutinies except in small and isolated stations occurred for

1 , i
‘ dbout three we^cs and though the space of time was all over top
' j ‘ 6
j;.Short Sot what had to be done it was something gained^
■i ; i

1
; The most vigorous action capie from, the Punjab in spite

pf the fact that a three fold perio : had to,be faced in that

province * disaffection in the sepoy regiments the risk, of an
j

. ;4fghan invasion and that of a rising of the, Sikhs, Happily Dost 

, Muhammad; remained splendidly loyal to the treaties, of .1855. and 

1057' and, the army of the Khalsa made no attempt to profit by 

the disasters of their recent conquerors t, The sepoy regiments at 

Dahore were promptly disbanded and a, movable column was formed 

under John Nicholson to attack and destroy any mutinous bodies.

The most pressing need for the restoration of British
« * *

prestige was the recapture of Delhi, Both Canning and Sir John
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Lawrence vehemently urged this upon Anson the Commander-in-Chief 
who for the moment, howeveE# found it impossible to advance for

v

lack of transport and supplies. Before the expedition could 

start mutiny became general over Oudh, Rohilkhand and many 

; parts of Central India, Between May 29 and June § the sepoys 
rose at Nasirabad in Rajputana at Mimach in the Gwalior state

i
; at Bareilly in Rohilkhand and at Lucknow, Benares and Cawnpore

.in Oudh while the Rani of Jhansi headed the revolt in Bundel- 

khand and massacred every European that fell into her hands.

In almost every case the Mutineers after the outbreak set their
. . i 1

faces towards Delhi, Many murdered their officers before doing 

so some with a dubious remnant of fidelity escorted them first
i

to positions of,- safety and then after saluting fcnem marched off 

, to join their comrades• In Oudh alone was this movement checked.
The Mutineers at Canpore had actually started along the Delhi

1 »

' boatd on June 5 when they were headed off by Nana Sahib the next 
day and brought back to besiege the British garrison weakly

% i

entrenched there. The rebels of Lucknow also remained to 

besiege the Residency well provisioned and fortified by Sir 
Henry Lawrence who alone of men in high positions seems to have 
realised from the beginning of the year the true nature of the 
peril that was approaching. Eor the moment, however# we must 
disregard the course of events in Oudh and return to the 
movements emerging on Delhi,

A



Anson marching from Ainbala died of cholera on May 27.1 i , * ' . * f ’ * " ’
, at Karnal less than hal£»way on the road to Delhi, He was
_ ,i , i • i
j j , V » • A '

succeeded by sir Henry Baenad who on June. 4 was joined by 
Archdale Wilson from Meerut* Their, combined forces defeated a

, i < t • , ,, * 1 i' • » 1

rebel army at Badli Sajeia overlooking the city of Delhi and 
made their camp there* Nominally the besieging force they were 
themselves in reality besieged, Their number at first was under 
5/obo. That of the enemy was about 30/000 and reinforcements 
werC constantly thronging into Delhi by the Southern and .Eastern 

, , rbads which were completely open* All through June and July 
: s the English force maintained its posftipnr on the Bidge with :
difficulty having ,constantly to beat back fierce- attacks from

' ‘i e ■. the Mutineers in, fhe city. ** t*, ■ *
\\l > i "’ ■ i , Two events: the fall of Delhi and the relief of Lucknow,
,“V- '•' maidc • the/ end of .the first desperate fight for 'very;existence'■ ' !| ! ; ' / , ' ’ ’

' that had to be waged by men standing despairingly at bay without
. help from England*:. The back of the mutiny was broken* Prom 
. henceforward begins the second stage, Lubknow iuself had to be 
relieved a second time, for Havelock ;andOutram were hot strong 
:,eaough to remove the garrison and were themselves besieged buti
the tension of the situation was lessened there was time to 
draw breath; reinforcements were steadily pouring in f rom

v »li 1 v
* iEngland and two Generals of greatl experience, Sir Colin

'«H v . I,

Cambell* CommaMe£*in»Chief and $ir Hugh Bpse mce the one on
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his way and the other already landed In India* The operations 
that remained were; briefly the _ reconguest of Oudb and 

Rohilkhand by ^irf^lin Campbell _thb‘ brilliant campaign of Sir 
Hugh Ros#' in eent^ai India starting from Bombay through

• districts where the rebels and hitherto been left almost
’ ««j * i ,

undisturbed and ithe final breaking up and pursuit of furgitiye 
bands,8 ‘

, i * • t • ,

f ’ Meanwhile Sir Hugh Rose had conducted a brilliant and
#

u . ,*

decisive campaign in Bundelkhand the Southernmost theatre of 

the Mutiny# Advancing from Mhow# his base of operations# on 
January 0*. 18S8 he captured Ratgarh and relieved. Saugor in 

|February, In March# he invested Jhansi and after utterly defeat*
r i !

ing a, great relieving army' under Tatia Topi at the battle of
* ' 1 ‘

' the Betwa he carried the fortress by storm. In May# he routed 
d large army at Kuneh, The campaign seemed over and he had

i * * * * *

' just laid aside his command when he was startled by news of
' 4

the. deepest import,
i' *'

I he Rani of Jhansi and fatia Topi round whom the

pursures were closing had conceived the brilliant design of
,
X ‘ (

marching to Gwalior on the desperate chance that Shindhia' s 

army would come t6ver to them*. The swalipr contingent or subsidiary 
fbrce as we have seen had long joined the rebels but Sindhia 
had hitherto Jcept his own army loyal. The daring scheme succeed-

» i r

ed# When Sindhis marched forth to encounter the enemy his whole
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army deserted him* he himself barely escaped with his personal 
bodyguard to Agra* The rebels occupied Gwalior# seised the 
arsenal and the treasury and proclaimed Nanasahs£> as Peshwa*
Hose recognised at Cnee the terrible danger that Tatia Topi 
might now strike southwards into the Deccan and with all the 
prestige that the possession of Sindhias capital gave him blew 
into flame the disaffection which though as yet kept under was 
known to exist south of the Narbada* With a supreme effort he 
flung his wearied troops on Gwalior and defeated the rebels in 
two battles in one of which the Rani of Jhansl dad in male 
attire met a soldier’s death* He recaptured the city on June, 2Q*

Though it, still smouldered in outlying districts# the 
great conflagration of the mutiny had now been stamped out and

cCanning felt himself justified in prolaiming peace on July 8* 
Some of the leaders, still eluded their pursuers* But Nanasahib 
was eventually driven into the pestilential' jungles of the 
T'aria on the borders!, of Nepal and probably perished there 
miserably for he was never seen again* Tafia Topi escaped 

. southwards and was hunted up and down Bundelkhafid and Malwa 
till he was betrayed into the hands of the British in April#

. ^ „ **• ^ i* Massac** C*.*

The Mutiny was over* Some reasons for the final English 
victory may be considered*
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First widespread and formidable though tae revolt was 
it was yet to pome extent localized* The area affected was the 
Panjab the united provinces # Rohilkhand,1 Gudh* the. territory 
between the Narbada and the Chambal and the Wests rn part of

• i » * t * * I ' ' •

Bihar add Bengal,.; ©n the North-West Afghanistan remained f^endly 

under Dost Muhammad, Sind was quiet, Rajaputana was loyal under 
the tactful guidance of George bawrence a third member of that 
.family the. value of whose d'dijviees to England in the mutiny 
Was incalpial abl e. .India, South of the Narbada made no movement 
'of importance though a native regiments mutinied and Kolhapur 
in the Southern Mar$tha country* and there tfere very dangerous 
ebullitions of feeling at Hyderabad the Nizam’s capital» Central 
/and Eastern Bengal were undisturbed and Nepal rendered the 
British valuable assistance in putting down the revolt*

Secondly, with the exception Of the Rani of iThansi the
Begam of ©udh and' Some minor chiefs none qf the feudatory

, ' ' » • *»

►princes threw in their lot with the rebels* Sindhia and Hoik a r 
remained Igyal though their' armies rose* The Chieftains ..of * 

Sirhind prominent among whom were the Ra'jap/of Patiala and
' » * x * ' • • ‘ ' i ' 1 ‘ i ' • i

Jind repaid with a splendid devotion the protection granted to 
their ancestors against the aggression of Rpnjit Singh. It 
would not be easy to estimate how much Great Britain owes to 
two great Indian statesmen Sir Binkar Rap of Gwalior and Sir 
Salar ^Tang of Hyderabad* fpr the retention of hear Indian Empire. 
Sir Dlxfcar Rao* the Minister of the young Shindbia did much to



,' keep! his -master 'loyal and. theimportance of this can hardly be
' ■ 1 , * * , * ’ s'-

, overstated^ Had .#ih:dhia raise#., the standard, of revolt every 
• ■ Maratha state would have joined him* HIS loyalty, says. General 

Ihne.s, saved India for the British* Again;-the peril of an
, ,,"'t , H • ‘ 1

outbreak at llydet^abad with its^,large and1 turbulent Muhammadan
« b* , / 3 *f< ' ' ' ’ »

, * * tT' i fc K ,* 1population was at;one time very great Sagd;it Was only, warded
i , » t', ‘ ‘ ' T *

. * 1 ’j J f!».Vof:f by the extraordinarily prompt and .-energetic conduct of sir
( V ,, ' 1 *

, f-r* * ‘ 1Salar Jang * a mail* * says Mr*. Rice Holmes, J:*'whose name deserves
to be very mentioned by Englishmen with gratitude and

: •,/l - * •

. admiration* *, .
% r < 11 * >*v #'

1 X * s

5 , , 1 ^ i

'Thirdly, it may be ©aid that the, mutiny which so called 
forth so mueh ability On the British side produced no leader 
amongst the .rebels'# perhaps'the most capable was a woman the 

, . Rani of Jhansi. S|r John Lawrence used tp. dwell on the many
i,i

errors of judgement committed by the Mutineers and to declare
** ■ ^' ’ - " ' 1. that after they h4& revolted Ithey seemed’ tb become demented

Y j Y .

in their 'manner o£; ppnducting -the rebellion and often took the
i i

one course that was foredoomed to failure,
, * ' 1 t "

* 4 • ^ , ,Fourthly, : there were the exceptional characters of the 
men Who were called, upon to grapple with the mutiny of the, 

k‘outset * the hawrenqes, Outran, Havelock, Nicholson, Meill,
■jf t • i ^ <:' HdwafidesV, Had they proved weak or even men of ordinary ability,' 
none Could have foretold the.issue, The hardest fighting fell

, V sf *» „ „ 4

to their share* It is noticeable that the Mutineers were for



h

:■?

more formidable as a fighting force in "thei aj&ier months. $he
■/

battles were mo re s tubbo rnly contested and the losses inflicted 

Oh the British far,, greater in the fighting round Delhi and in 

, Havelock** S' and Outran*1 s Campaigns than they were in the 

operations of Sir Colin Campbell and Sir Huge Hose. After the 

fall of Delhi and the first relief of Lucknow the resistance of 

the Mutineers sensibly weakened. Sir Hugh Hose conducted a
* r t#

brilliant ean?>aign, but he had the advantage of leisurely 

preparation and.va good and officiant cavalry force* while the 

armies he met were; dispirited and badly led*-
• i 1

' , »

Fifthly, there warn the noble efforts of lord Canning 

:li and sir «Tohn bawrfence at an early stage to checjk the outcry< r t
"■]i both in Englandand India for a ruthless and indiscriminate

\ » i
policy of vengeancev $hat outcry was natural enough for the 

.provocation had been terrible* Many excesses could be forgiven 

,J-;'to the men who had gazed with starting eyt$ and quivering lips
J , | ( f i» , ^ *■ * * * J* t“

on the horrors of the shambles of Catonpore*. Sven Nicholson 

clamoured that the flying' alive inpalementor burning of the 

murderers of the women and children at Delhi should be legalised,
j , 1

But Canning though ready to exact'the sternest penalties f rom
* ** « * t

the guilty insisted that no mistake should be made as to their
V * < ,

guilt* He passed regulations to cbedte the Excesses of self*
v , ’ r’ t Ti >

appointed tribunals and to ensure proper trial and inquiry in 

all cases. He was loudly and bitterly assailed at the time but
J



maintained his view wit^h a noble disdain of popular clamour* He 

was nicknamed. clemency Canning in derision but it was afterwards
i

recognized that his clemency was not only morally splendid but
*. *

politically expedient for nothing could have teen more dangerous 
than to embitter . i irretrievably our relations with the subject- 

•pepples*
i«ft“ ,*•> ,<»*

The suppression of tb© mutiny was- deemed a fitting time 
for‘the cfeown fiiiraiiy to take over the control ef the Indian 

:<^erhm©ni., Against^. £his decision the jCompapy patented in a
t * \ 'iii* * •

dignified and, weighty petition drawn*up by «John Stuart Mill# 
They proudly 'Claimed that the fouhd&tiohs of the Indian Empire,, rv , .
had been laid by themselves at the same period at which a

• * i
r , ' «• J h t ^ «

succession of aidniinistrations under the control of Parliament
were losing to the crown of Great Britain another great empire

\ 1

on thfe opposite s.idp of the Atlantic* •

They challenged the most searching investigation into 
the causes of, the mutiny and pointed out with much more force 

that in Indian af^hlrs the government of the crown had long 
possessed the deciding voice and Ma&f thus in the fullest, sense 

accountable for ail that has been done and for ell that has been 
forborne or omitted to be done* It'Was unreasonable to seek a

t «

remedy by annihilating the branch of the ruling authority which 
could not be the one principally in fault and might be altogether 

blameless in order to concentrate all powers in thb branch



which had necessarily the decisive share in every error real or 

supposed 4 But the Gonipany did not seek to vindicate themselves
' t ' ‘ ‘ , * ,

at the expense of any other authority* They claim their full 

share of the responsibility of the manner in which India has* i » t ■* 4 , ‘ ,
practically been governed, ^hat responsibility Jsa to them not 

a subject of humiliation but of pride. They are conscious that
i t - ' 1 ( -

: their advice and initiative have been and have deserved to be 

great and potent, element in the" conduct of affairs in India and
* t *_1 * * , j.

they fell epnplet4 assurance that the more attention is bestowed 

and the more light thrown upon India and its adrninistration
' f-; •f m ' * ,

V'fche more evident it will - become that the government, in which
- ' 1

they have borne.a part has been not only' one of the purest in
i i:

intention but dne'lpf- the most beneficient. in act even, known
,, * */ / > - 

among mankihg and !they are satisfied that whatever further
* * j * , ! * [

/ > improvements t may be hereafter effected!in India can only 

/ 'eonslst in the dhyi^opraent of" gefriis already planned and, in

ilitaitr !•* authority
and in great measure by their express instructions. In a

J » f

further paper the .^cnepany pointed out the essential difference 

between the Government of India and that of otner colonies of
if

the Empire the Government of. dependencies by a Minister and his 

,, subordinates under the sole control of Parliament is not a new 

experiment in England. That fycjSm of colonial <3os?ernment lost 

the united states and had nearly lost all the colonies of any 

considerable population and importance« The Colonial administration
J 1 , V



< t ,

of, this country had only ceased to be a subject -of general 

condemnation since the .principle has been adopted of leaving 

all the important colonies to manage their own affairs a course 

which cannot be followed with the popple of India* All, govern*
, . ‘i,

ments require constitutional cheeks and in the case of. India 

: since re£ resentnti^e; institutions were at the -siae at any^ rate
i *

impracticable the, constitutional security must lie in the
’ ’ *» i * *.•'*»

\ 'construction, of the administrative system itself? ‘the forms 

of business are the real constitution of India5 •

These dignified protests did not avail to avert the ' 

change though as',, the, court of Directors acknowledged the 
clamour which represented the Government of India by the Company 

as characterised by nearly every fault q£ whicn a civilized

government can be accused was succeeded by an alnost universal
» * «

. I* r (

acknowledgement ‘that the rule of the company has been honourable
. , •

to themselves ,ahd ■ beneficial to India*

The assumption of the Government of India by the crown 

was indeed ah $ir(H«§. qonningham wrote ‘rather a formal than a
r ' , ■# * 1 ‘ * * • » »

{ 4
substantial changq* All real power had long passed to the 

Preei^ent of the £oard of gontroi. and the Directors had been
» * 1 * 11 y * » ' * *1 , , , ' • '

for, some time in the position of an advisory council though

with considerable powers of initiative. The last charter Act
* > 1

of 1853 by throwing open the civil service to competition had 

deprived th® Directors' of their most valued privilege the

I
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patronage of India* it had also reduced their ntanbers from 
twenty-four to eighteen and made six of them nominees of the 
crown* This enabled the Government to appoint tc the Court 
retired servants of the Company* men who had little chance of
being elected under the old' system and thus to leave the

- 12. directorate with first hand Indian experience*

The Act was, obviously preparing the way dor the assump­
tion by the drown of the Government of India in name as well
as in fact for it gave no definite renewal of the charter for ’ , 1 ' 1 
a term of years as former measures had, done* but merely proved
that the Indian territories should remain under the Administra-
I * i 1 ■ . 1 '

tion of the Company in trust for the Grown until Parliament ! ' • ■,
; jshould determine Otherwise* The Act of 1858 ccxnpleted the
.process thus begun. A Secretary of State fori Sadia was to take

- ■ . ■ i'iplace of the President of .the Board of Control* He was to bef , • 1'advised by a Council of fifteen appointed 1^ the first instance 
; i ‘ '/ • * 1 ’ ' ' jifCfr life afterwards! for ten to lifted* years? eight members
J^‘ 1 * '

t rWere- selected by the crown* seven by the Court os Directors
i ‘ : ■

i i

passed to, the Secretary of State its influence mainly lingered
. j 11oh in the Council.: .One of the chief advantages of the transfer 

of Government from ihe Company to the Grown'though it caused 
at the time serious disaffection among the officers lay in the 
end of the awkward dualism of the Company's and -the Queen‘s 
army# idle Indian and the jtoyal Navy*



- On November 1, 1853 the new Government was proclaimed 
by Lord Canning at Allahabad as first Viceroy and'Governor*

t it i 'General for the Grown, The Queen who had rejected' the first 
proclamation submitted to her and requested that the revised
draft should breathe feelings of generosity* 'benevolence and

* > *, ,

religious toleration disclaimed as the Company bad so often
^ »

done all desire for an extension of territory promised to 
respect the rights* dignity apd honour of native prince and to 
.uphold religions toleration ahd declared it to be her will that

* ' so far as may be our subjects of whatever race or creed be
* % ' V

freely and impartially admitted to offices,in our service the
« 1 *

, duties of which they may be qualified by their education#
^v,,,/ability and integrity duly to discharge. Pardon and amnesty

i * •were offered to all those, still in arms against the British
■ ii

Government who had: hot been guilty of the murder of British 
- subject* The proclamation ended with a premise of measures for 
the material and moral improvement of the Indian peoples in 
whose prosperity will be our strength in ,their contentment our 
security and in >their- gratitude our best reward*

. J )

The Government now deliberately and openly renounced the 
' policy of lapse and the feudatory chiefs were granted sunnads or

n-

charters empowering them to adopt heirs, Henceforward the 
Continual existence1: of nativfr states Was guaranteed but their 
rights were limited and defined. They could have no relations

if ‘ 1
*• t •with foreign powers nor with each other except through British
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ya££4®
' (

• \ 
l

Mediation, Their military forces were to be strictly limited.

Over internal affairs they had full control exc^st that in his 
Minute of April 30,, I860 Lord Canning affirmed igie principle 

that the Government jright such serious abuses in a native 
Government as may threaten any part of the country with anarchy 

of disturbance nor from assuming temporary charge of a native 
state when there shall be sufficient reason to do so,

1

The change from company to crown. Government made few 

changes in Indian administration, The charter Act of 1853 had 

already enlarged the Governor-General rs Executive Council for 
legislative purposes to twelve members, namely, the Governor- 
General and dommander« in-Chief., The four ordinary members 

nominated by the Government of Bengal, Madras, Bombay and the 

North-Western provinces. The Indian Councils Act of 1861 which 

completed the change added a fifth member, to the Executive 

Council and to the legislative council not less than six or 
more than twelve additional members at least one-half non­

official to be nominated by the Governor-General* Legislative 
councils were also established in the other provinces and

igLieutenant-Governorships,*

Thus ended the Honourable East India Company not so much 

from any special responsibility'for the mutiny fcr in political 
matters it had been for many, years absolutely sort rolled by the 
State but because it was felt' to be an anachronism that a private



corporation should even though it were only In name administer
* *

Sto vast S' dominion* It was created by the Crown -two hundred 
and fifty years before, says Marshman, for the purpose of extends 

. ing British commerce to the Bast and it transferred, to the Crown
ph relinquishing its functions an empire more magnificent than

L (i * # “ ”
i '

that of Rome* This great work was not accomplished as we have• <
seen* without some blunders and political crines* To disguise 
them and to maintain that British administrators were always

* i ‘‘ ' * f . ^ * ,' i ,

swayed by impfeccable^motives, and unerring statesmanship is to
i

produce an unreal arid impossible picture for we are dealing
' « • 1 ' 1 I V ’ , ’ * ' * J

‘after all with human agency* But when all1 necessary qualifies-
i' t ■ . ' ' * ' ■ 1 i r

, -;tions,are made, and, annals p£ the, company! from one of the most
lit , ’. / i ’ 11 > • , . i > ( * . t ,

fascinating and illustrious pages in History# There were grave
* • ' * ,' i , * « •' » # • *■ r , , ,mistakes but they were rectified great abuses but they were

1 i » ,

swept away# If, territories were sometimes questionably acquired 
they were honestly and capably administered# Of the Company's

i > , * , j . ■ , .servants dive Warren* Hastings* Wellesley and Dalhousie were
1 t 11 ‘amongst the greatest Englishmen of their1 day as conquerors or 

■ statesmen? others* such as Cornwallis* BSntlncfe* Munro# 
Thompson* and Metcalfe evolved in an unedgenial atmosphere a

, i

high standard of humanitarian administration#

The closer India was brought to Great Britain by 
lopcovements in communication the steamship*, the railway and, the

, ' i * ’T-

telegraph# the irtorev possible and the more Cxpediant became the 
control of the Imperial Government# In spite of nis vice-regal



- fettle fhe hand of the Indian administration after 1858 was 
m©r® dependant on the Secretary of ftate than M3 p:fedecessors 
had been on the Board of Control and the Court of Directors whom
an adroit Governor-**,General could often play off one against 
the oiherjb'- No Gove trio r-Genetal under the Grown hss defied the 
hpme authorities like Warren Hastings or oVerriddeh them like 
Wellesley* Though/it might ,he undoubtedly" bettrie that the state

‘ J* 'r. f ' i.' ■ 'l . * . ,in the nineteenth; century should tafre over the ^vefnment of
t , *the Indian Empire1# it is certain that only an association based 

on individual effo.rt and' drawing its profits fpost commerce could
, it*

in the beginning have acquired it from so distant a base and 
have toil©! so patiently for results so long deferred* Gradually 
the political arid economic character of. the fGoaperiy* Leadenhall

* , 1 i , ’ 1

Street, gave place to Whitehall.* The last India Company, founded
r'l . ’ r / ,

by .a little body of ■ pioneer traders in the reign of. Queen 
Elizabeth under Whom our colonial dominions' had their small

, r 1 < * * >

beginnings ended , its career in the time of 'Queen Victoria under
. J;‘ ■ ’ 141' •

whom grew up the British Empire of today.

The roost powerful monopolist company^ of British Merchant 
capital thus died, .a natural death* Bominriting the Government in

. ■ ■ 'i

their mother cpunt’ry British industrial $6u>J&eoisie had now 

full, sway, over India. The first Architects 6f -she ‘‘new eiviliza-
^ ! ** e

tionM iri England'.disappeared completely from the scene*
, It il| , r ' ' , , ■

The Charter Act of 1813 made the East India Company
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mainly a political organization in India. The twenty year? that 
followed saw the Company function in India as a non-commercial 
tody. The expansion of British territories in India during 
this period was very large. The British had succeeded the 
Marathas as the imperial pdwer in India. This had added the 
whole of Maharashtra central India and Rajputana to the 
domains of the Bast India Company. The provinces of Bombay and . 
Madras were conpleted the foundation of the central provinces 
had been laid and'the central India Agency was emerging. The 
Bast, India Company thus stood forth unchallenged as the 
inpefial power in India*

Parliamentary .legislation Between 1813 and 1833

j The imperial legislation of the years between 1813 and
1833 concerns minor matters and mostly follows tae lines already 
laid down* Acts passed in 1814* ISIS* 1818* 1835 and 1826 
defined and added to the powers of the Bast India Company in 
India* They gave the Indian Government the authority to levy 
customs* validated Christian marriages, contracted in India and 
performed by Scotch Clergymen, allowed the Company to extend the 
boundaries of presidency towns*set up a supreme court in'
Bombay (1823) and burdened India not only with tae additional 
salaries of the Buropean troops and members of tae ecclesiast­
ical department in India but their pensions as wall. The Indian 
Mutiny Act was amended in 1823 and extended to cover the Bombay
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1i
Marines in &83241®

* 1 ~ *

\ 'V .

3?he growing British power in. India was reflected in the 
, new attitude towards Indians .and Indian institutions that 
befcajne typical. during this period, As the years colled by 
British Civil and Military, servants- developed an attitude of,
overbearing self.*confidence, At first they had ,bsen Willing to

f 4 • * 1 *

-learn .about,Indian 'law and custom usages and practices, But 
now .they, seemed!, td -.^assert that anything which they did not know, 
;or that was not,, recorded and pigeonholed somewhere in their 
‘ secretariat \fas, either not worth knowing or did not exist at
all.** • .. / . ...

Parliamentary legislation of the period vas, directed" 
’towards two aims liquidating the East!India, Company and 
centralizing Bcitsis'b administration in India*

ggnd-of. Company's trading Activities
f V V ♦#he Chart#£ Act of 1833 abolished the commercial 

monopoly of the Cbnipany^ trad# in tea and with China* It was 
to wind up its coir^ercial affaire preparatory to final disappear, 
anee, India was saddled’ with all the Company*s debts » commercial

I * • •* 4 r

and territorial* $h# stockholders were assured a dividend of’ t /, ' j , -
1# per sent now; f rankly coming thorn the Indian revenues«. $he' ‘ .> • ’' V x.

} n -purchase price of! the shack Was fined at double the issue
< | i ^

',-i price and was to b^i paid out of the Indian, revenues,,
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Board, of Directors
i'....r ' 1 ■'

The proprietors continued electing directors who had 

nothing to direct in their own right* The Act contemplated that 
the exercise of patronage by the directors would, be very much 
restricted^ It provided that their nominations to places at 

Haileybury College would be double the number of vacancies in
i

the services fl Those nominated would inter that college. After 
'■ K ' ' 1 . *' then

receiving instruction there all the candidates w^uld/be select­

ed to fill ttie vacancies* 'l , *

This would have raised the standard of tae entrants to
• ",

public services but it would have severely curtailed the 

patronage of the directofs. The directors Sought hard against
t » 1 < * * f * *

this provision with the result that their patronage was continued 

for another twenty years by an amending hc% of 1834*
► * . - ( 1 i

A* 'Minister for Indian Affairs

The president of the Board of Control no^ became Minister
t i

for’Indian Affairs*. The fiction of his having colleagues on 

the Board disappeared; he was now to have two Assistant
" 1 'i i

1 'iCommissioners and hs their new designation ^declared they were, * « i *
his assistants rather than his colleagues. His secretary -

* i,
Macaulay at this time - occupied a position of great influence 

because he could sit in parliament and spolce1 for his chief 
when the latter sat in the lords. The way was being paved for
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the emergence of a secretaryship of state for India. The 
directors stow occupied the position of expert advisers of the 

president expert [because they had the assistance of expert 

permanent servants in the last India House*

The East India House continued as before* it boused all

the records about India and the Ear East* Its examiners worked
/ > 1 *ir

as its secretaries' iaad included such men of eminence as James 
Hill# the historian*

.B*, Government of. India (

The Indian possessions of the Company were now declared 

, tobe held by the Company in trust for the British Cjcown,
i 1 *

#4 | I

In India the' main provisions of the' Act centralised the 

administration of the country. The Governor-General Of Bengal 
now gave place to the Governor-General of' India* The, Council 
also became an instrument of Indian administration and the 

style of the new government became the Gove mo r-General of
India in Council * lb the new Indian Government was vested the

! ■ 1

power to control# superintend and direct the civil and military 

. affairs of all the territories now under ;the East India 
Company or to be acquired hereafter. This placed Bombay* Madras 

and Bengal Completely under the authority of the .Government of
« t

India. All the revenues were raised under the authority of
* * , t '

the Central Government* All expenditure was henceforth authorized
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byit» There waf only one budget for the whole country prepared
t . t\ funder the authority of the Central Government, The Governments 
>f Bombay and Madras were authorized to spend within the limit® 
of the money sllhtted to them for purposes Which the Government 

. of India had approved* The creation of any hew office* which 
.. carried a pension required the sanction of the Government of
t * , i iIndia, The Governor-General in Coundil continued to enjoy the

v , f , . ’ 1 ■ •> , ■! i

authority already, granted in 1784 to suspend any member of the 
> Governments of Bombay and Madras who disobeyed the new Govern- 
•V meat pf India.

The immediate result of this policy was to centralise
1 n 1

all power practically in the hands of the central Government,
In sanctioning the demands for expenditure if scrutinized every 
item submitted and could raise problems of administration as

•' > ’ ... ■' ' i 1 i -
l| 4 • ’ ' Iwell of administrative policy, hll th^ subordinate governments 

kept the Government of India continuously! infiormjed! of their 

progress in all departments of provincial: administration, 3fhe
i •' * t '

Government;, of India when it acknowledged' |tihia'. receipt, of such
‘ ' " , * ' * 1 \

information exercised the right of commenting upon the work
; “ s «* ^ ‘» * i , %' > 1 < ‘ 1 , » ,'iof the provincial, governments,

Contoanv Ruie;Assessed

In . the eprly, days of its , rule, the Bast Endin 'Company
• • f i * * * » i * *

di.d hot interest itself in;much beyond keeping peaeey.and order



in Its territories and collecting the land revenas said other‘• ' • " .,, i
taxes, xt most# however, be admitted that keeping order was in

1 i * » * * J * i 1 •

itself a great booh to the people in those troubled days^ of 

insecurity and perpetual danger from plunderers and robbers» The
, > ,, , f ‘ » i * ■){’*'■-1 ■ , , ,<• ! , •>f ' .>'/

attitude of the Government changed slowly in . the second quarter 

of the nineteenth century# The change was due firstly to the 

Company's more firm hold on the Indian soil and. secondly to 

the benevolent l*ke;Xofd William Bentinokana lord Dalhouaie,

- The gompariy ebon realined that it was not only toe master of
>l ' v. > ,
•.the Govensnieiit of .India but wad also the greatest landlord of

, 1 t * » * ,

the country* and at such* it stood to gain if it provided
' " ' ’ ,, ,

facilities for the agricultural development and the improvement
i> *’ >v, , * "*

' ■ n

01 the country. Therefbre, the Government came ta open canals*

. sink wells and dig tanks, construct the roads andbridges and 

: maintain them* lay >. pails and undertake many other public welfare 

"’aetivitie^ In cpu^e’-qf. fl%e#- its functions'; increased '.greatly/ 

-~4hs Government.' CSme ‘to; control and own large coiE-e>fC£ai> under- 

/jtytiMssM like- irrigation, works*, Salt -and opium masopjolies# waters 

-.supply# 'railways//and telegraphs and forests *: The Government .' \ ' h i ' \ ‘ i ’ - ' . i
•4 4 > | Ifl^ 4 * ,

of the^/l^'imtlwwestern provinces had its due. share.- 'rather more -
• t * •*. 4 t*11 . •. S , *** »,*■ ' ’

j , f | ^ v ,

tin 'these j^dblic. welfare activities of the supreme Government*

The administratej^.of ,’this province who were greatly Interested 

in the welfare, qf't'the people were Si£,Chafes Metacalf e*

T*C* Robertson and. Carnes Thomason. They decided to. start famine
A5 » 1 ^ I * ‘

r'JgjpliSf • aetiyitieS and to construct Canals and rcsadS| '.they .



provided medical ‘'facilities .to the slcSc, introduced a cheap 
postal system and ^aid railway and telegraph lines 'for quick - 

' communication* Mi ''these helped th£ people tremendously and 
their- li£$ became wore' securer and comfortable' than what it Was

' ii ae quarter -of a eentiury before;**
\

Famine Relief

Agriculture in our country depends mainly upon rainfall 
iS$ a particular period of the* year and sq does the economic 
life of tha people* Whenever the talus do hot coiee at1 the proper 
time or ate shanty# famine is sure $df visit the Gantry* though
the WojctlwWesterh provinces formed' ah ,|nbortant part of theM » 1
Indo-Gangetic plains# it was not imaalne' from this inexorable law* 
Famines visited', the Mughal province of Agra: many a time, in the 
Second yefar of the corap any *s rule# the upper provinces'.
Witnessed the famine of 1803*-4 on account of the failure of
the Monsoon in 180$’*- In this, famine the Government made remissions
of land' revenue to %h@ extent of aboilfc rupees tfcrelS lakhs# 
besides the1 advances made to the cultivators' anc bounties given 
for the import Of' foodgraihs into tip? province* ***

Famine visited the province again in 1812*13* fhis time, - - ' i"- * '* ■ . ■ ,
; only a part of the province » the area west of the Yamuna * was

f"' * * * ' ’ ’ ' ’ ? * ' - 1
•4 ‘, affected* '$he effects of the bad crops of 1335# too# were

* * * t * * * . * * \ i

Severely felt by the people of the Upper provinces and there
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:;was a greet scarcity of the food-grains* Statistics of death,

' - however;. were not maintained and nothing can he said of the 

mortality figure during the period o£ this scarcity* These 

early famines were due mainly to the excessive land revenue 

demand made by the Government- as a result of the farming 

system and new surveys and settlements and secondarily to the 
failure b£ the ©airing

* , ( i • t '

The greatest famine that visited the North-Western 

provinces, before I960 was that of 1897-3$* It enveloped, a vast 

aTea of land and prevailed in a severe fictav.jalinQ9t throughout
i *• 5 c

the South-Western .parts of the province* Rains w&re unusually

late and scanty in . the year 18,37, with the: result that an
,, , .* :' ■!'

absolute drought followed throughout the:;year* Nat only did the
. ‘ * . \ . *

Kharif crop failed entirely, but the grass !and £adder were also

lost*. Famine conditions continued in 1838 also sad misery and 

distress spread' all Over the province* Prices o£ food-grains
« i i * i *

had shot up arid harrowing scenes of poverty, scarcity and ,
» ✓ ’ i\ » ■»

death were, witnessed all around. The area affected most was that
between Alahabad to Delhi, especially the districts ffipm

Kahpur to Farruthabad, Kalpi, Etawa, Agra, Mathura and Manipuri.
‘ ■ ’’: ' . ‘ - ,

’ . The eastern parts o.f the Iforth-Wesfcera, provinces and the
' * i 'os '

Rohilhhand Division, however* suffered coiqoaratiyely less*
i

Irrigation ,is the soul-pf agriculture in the North- 

^Western provinces, The prosperity of the cultivator is not



» * ' ■'■Vti t 11"

possible Without irrigation*; fh& value of irrigation can be
guessed.from the 19th century observation that "it doubles the

C* i , ' k ,rent" pf the land and* therefore# Is useful both to the 
cultivator and the state and improves the economic position of
both*

Cultivated land can be irrigated by three means - well* 
tank and canal* 'rln the Rohilkhand and larai area, of the province 
water is very near‘the surface of the. earth and can be easily

, lifted in,..a budget* In the Dpab the depth, of water;is'I' - ’ >
v' considerable# rising from fifteen feet below the surface to 
upwards* though the average is,somewhere between twenty and

* ( > j-i 1 » "*■ _ ' tl i

twenty-five feet* ■‘'feiails areyery deep;, in Biuu&delkhand - in the 
. Banada district' w&ter is found about, sixty feet below the 

. surface* Naturally* well-irrigation* is not possible in such
cases* U?anfe irrigation* too*, is not popular' in the province*

1, * ** ' » *
Plowing water Is the usual means of irrigation in the’ major■ * 1 1' ’ f ^
portion of the Notth-Western provinces. Such Water may be had

« ^ 4 , , *

, from streams* rivers and canals. Brindly*p’;factious words "God
; ■ 1 ;

meant rivers to feed the canals'1 and the famine of 1837*38
i* 1 \ >- i j *

were greatly responsible for turning the attention of the * *■ *■ * « *
Government of the ISast India ©wnpany to the canals of the

V ’ Sultanate and Mftghal period of Indian: History. ** * * * • "i i‘ * 1%,
1 X

ih the early years of the acquisition of the ceded and 
. conquered Districts* Mr* Mercer surveyed the route of the old



•■'and forgotten ednals ©f Firos Tughluq: on the Western side gf 

the Xatouna and Invited the attention of the Government to the
* t , r

reopening of the&eihi canals-# hat the Qovenamenfc did not 

approve of his scheme* %n 3$l6,.-a committee of survey was 

appointed daring the Gove too r-Genepalship of XordMinto to 

engolrO' into- the Condition of the did:canals both B'ast and west 

"of the Yamena* The ©hief Engineer and the SttryeyorsiGenepal#
f ’' ' v ^ ‘ tl

however* were sp much davitoi'iia. their opinion1 tthfc 'the feal
j y # ' f » • *

-Object of thfe. eppnittde was lost hhder the Weight of their
' , 1 9A
\ controversy and!-.the project Was abandoned*^

< t * ,i , * • , *

lord Hastings was tftjafre' pracfciQal\ than £^ntp.# He tpured 

the Upper provides#/in ISIS and saw 'traces of the Old canal# 

-"'including a.fin# atone bridge near Kamel* He wrote his fampu#

• minute ,of Oepfcembe# 21# 1815; on the restoration of the Yaswana

dariaEe* *1 will^osiy ‘say% he Wrote# "that- my own inspection
, 1 \ ' t ‘ > • ’ ‘ ,

'has folly OonVih&ed me of the facility and the polidy of immedi­

ately .restoring this noble wgds* < HO felt shr© that.the project 

Would yield a lucrative revenue,’to jfjtoe.&upany* 3?he work was.
*» ' ‘ r \ , t ,4 i '

sanctioned...by .the: '©part of 'directors. and a. survey was started 

by. J&enteaant Blaine in 'IS&TU Blaines. worfc could not go far 

doe to "the' undue ^gpiiomy effected by i the Government* > However* 

he.'succeeded in this proje ct,, partiaiiy and water was,...brought
f «t t - *

hb Belhi on M.ay '^G* 1820* B#i4.he was succeeded by .Captain 

‘fiddle in 1821,, Colonel John Colvin succeeded Ti_dkl© 'as the
- ' . ' * ' , « 4 t *» ' ' . , '



' ' V

Generai^siperintendent of Irrigation in »elhi in I8f3'- and the
■ • •• '1 '\'

work proceeded at’'a quick apsea under hie supervision,, The
- ■ M'i ’• *i '*•/ • :'

success of. the cappl wort wap in a; great measure due to hie
‘ ' ‘ , J| \ ' ...*•■.

exertions*, §cmpieted in 1827. .the Western Yamuna cabal was 485 
^ miles in length from the hilla to Delhi and to "it

1 i - ’ * ‘ ‘ ' A ^. bridged of Masonry*, Bif ty^four' of wood, wort and one
\ * % , , > - Jir *' f 4 '* „« r' suspension bridgp*'while thtofe war# about seven hundredI i ', , irrigation outlets from the main channel# The cmal had the

' i V, * ' *ij-1 J i ^ i * j ■ ’ 11 *

r followiug .eight water courses .* main canal# Belfci branch#.
•‘V ■ i ' 1 «■ ; 1'Bulla branch, ’BapSi branch# Bahadera branch# Burha branch# 

Bohtahl branch ani 'Catena, branch*

The result of the Opening of the Western Yamuna canal 
was very encouraging - in 1807 the Hissar district was barren

• i i i

and very sparsely’ populated# but with the coining of the canal 
it became e prosperous area inhabited by an active contented.

• . and prosperous peasantry. The western Yamuna canal rendered
‘' 1 # '

great service to fhs province# specially the Delii ter*&tofcy> 
during the' famine:'.Of 1837-38. The western Yamuna canal 'was an

»■ 1 i « *r^»v‘ , * *■ * < 1 V ‘ \ Jeconomic proposition for th®. Government also.
* ' s’/' I •*,'

' The Eastern Yamuna Carnal

The .Eastern' Yamuna Ganal was a smaller project than
• ; the Western Yamnna canal* It had its coursi' between the; Gahga

* J" , * , t 1 1 1 1 r tand the Yamuna l^e«* it irrigated the land in tt&'Btfjtbi’ It was 
constructed by 2ab±ta Khan# eon of Kajib-uoUDaulah Roi

//£i



u

.wag left neglected from that time* She Board of Commissioners 

, trotted on October ¥# 18©$# that# if restored* ®se Eastern 

Yamuna canal would he a very profitable eancem. Captain Tod* 

appointed to survey the course of the canal and -gts potentiali­
ties# feporfced that the coh% involved in restoration would he 

: abopt fewest twd laths* The Government* however# dropped the 

project there* .|n 1&22 the line was again surve%,ed and the wort 
of restoration started by l&eutenant Be Bude* He was succeeded 

by Colonel Bobert 'Smife under whose supervision the wort was
p 1 r i

'.cofeleted 'in lQ%&, an<i the panal .opened' for irrigation on
January 3# 1830*^

During the' famine of Jl837~3$. the value of crops grown
i t

on irrigated area# "the greater part of which would have been 

totally unproductive but for the canal water** # was, estimated 

at about half a million Sterling* Yfem 1830*31 te 1846*47 the 

fetal, water rpnb feileebed fppm the watoffupply of the canal

'Was Rs. I©# £5,160*,
£?-

The Ganges' -Canal1

The Ganges canal is a purely English contribution to

the canal wprlfe of the province, in la£6 Goionel, -lobo Olvip
i , ,

Was appointed to, report on the project*. During the famine of 

1837*38 Dofe Auckland realising the utility of canals sanctioned 

the survey of thjsland between Hacidwaf and Rpo^ee* Major 

Proby Cautley was asked to perform this duty* His report* dated
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.May Ijfc# 18,40 was' favourably received by Lieutenaot-qovernor -
\ . * \- * **' **

' 1 ' 1 1 <1* I1 ’ “ - * A t '

Robertson and alee $y the Gfi^ernmeahfc of India oa. whose recommend- 

. ation the court of 'Director® sanctioned the project $&. ,

/■September %* 1841. $he scheme was expected to test, Above one
' , ■ "Sn

' -loiilion ^tarfingri'-' .- _
". '*5 ’’ ’ b ;

■ ■ GangeiS/ditnai waf the 'biggest canal of the jp-rovince 
bs‘\ and aflUsp the biggest in- the entire country those dLayf* up to 

'V^fche and of Ascii*’ the expenditure on. the 'ccEal had reached 

the yasfsum of IS460*000 pounds, tfhe WoiSc' was deeded by the 

. Great Rebelion ‘'.185^58, But after the change-over# if was
, v ' ' »H V ' ' s , ' ’ *• . ,

. ' > resumed-.and carried, to its completion, She full supply of water*
' . ' - ’ ’ i

' ‘however*1 was available in the province only after the famine
Of 186^61. 29

< » “ \ ...
\

■ Starting f'hsan'.^ miles north of Hatridwer* the canal 

- proceeded its circular' course to the south-east of Aligarh - 180 

' 'miles,«: At Aligai&^ihe Canal' bifurcated* one going towards
i , i < , * 1 / (

Kanpur *• 170 miles and the other toward® Hamicsur - IBOmiles.

From Haridwar to Aligarh* three branch lines foca? waters to
', ’ ’' * * ■ >,

. Fatehgabh •» 170 :jfci|es; to Bulandeshayar «*• 60 miles; and to 

Koel *• So miles*;; tbius masking a total of :8XQ mils far the whole
* *< i, ' 1 ■ - 1

.Canal-, Including the distributaries and branches its total' '
\ .length# hbw@?er#;: was 3*800 miles,^0



POSTAL COMMUNICATION
' ’ , 9 , » , ^

Warren Hastings carried out the first postal, reforms in . 
January* 1,774, The only extension of routes' was to establish a 

. cross-dak at Binajpur*. which connected Rajmahal on the main 

route. front Calcutta! to Paths via Muirshidabad# This ^as necessary
< t i

since military operations required constant communication
' L I l ' I - t ‘ | ' * *• \ t

between Cooeh Behar |nd Calcutta* Bastingg innovation Was to
< • t * , ; ■ i . ) i 1 * » «

group' the whole Into four divisions 'placing them under a
.\v< , v' j ’1 • ' t' \

postmaster-Generai with powers to control; the emtlre postal
, - , ■ > ■ ’ [ ! ‘ ■

‘ ■ „ , 1 <„ , , ■ » ■, < • • , 1 ■

establishment to issue monthly payments and receive monthly
t < \ * , ■ 1 i « * ,

» ' • « ‘ ' s *

accounts.

i i
The four main posted divisions, covered route's s

* D *

' 1) from Calcutta to Ganjamj

1) from Calcutta to Patna via Hhi&hidabad*

. 3) from Patna to Benares. and. such, farther distance

, ' c as might be determined from time to time and

, 4) , from Calcutta to Dacca*

Excepting Dinajpuf* no post Was established on the cross-roads
* > ’ i1 4

f ' | ; i\

.connecting the districts or the Seats'!of the prcr/incial 

; councils with the main divisional routes'* The Collectors and 

the Chiefs of the Provincial Councils j:wej?e directed to employ

courles to convey their letters' to tjh§ nearest stages of the
. ■> ' * ' ‘, , , , (, ' ’ * i

4aks and to submit their pay and other charges to the postmaster-



.-©enaral for approval*

the sake of efficiency and Spaed the .four main 

routes were divided into distinct stages each stage being 

■ established "• at a distance of eight to nine miles, $he division 

ffbn ealcutta to ipatna for instance Covered 398 mt|ee with 48 

stages*' IJo eaph stag© ’were,appointed, three harasses*‘ One 

maesaiohi or lamph^arer to show the watf St night, and one 
drummer to scare away the wiid beasts of' the jungle through

, > , t * , ,
wjbieh the dak runners had Often .to pais a $here ’were fouf‘ ■ • •„ s , , ,
capital s.t’ag&' between _€alcutta and paths*. tO eacdi capital stage 
in 's' divisional -route was appointed $ .Munshf or ujriter who

" L , *
'had under him two ''i^mefce^ers to record,. the arrival of each* j
packet* the time of arrival Was Written on the cntslde of the

i , r » » t
packet*' fhe Munshi, was to maintain a regular account of each 

arrival, and the time of the last despatch*-

A- BuEopean BeputywPostanaster was appointed to each of 
the six stations namely Murshidabad# $atna# Benares*' Gan jam.

Pacea and Pinapur* His duties were to. supervise the work ofr v < *
Hunshis to pay the charges of sxibordin.it© establishments to

i ’ *take an, account of., all letters received\and despatched to 
receive and seod out letters, and transmit monthly accounts and 

•fdpofts* to' the $estmas,fe©jn;Gehenal*! $km P%iuty»pcssStmaeter' 'of'* * 1 i ' 1 • ’ *' « 1 » 1 * * i «1 \ , 4 f »
Patna and Murshidabad were each allowed, to 'Ip pecnsy^he rest'

" 3jof them hjad only two ’each*

Gasmii yssessssFY.
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Hastings1. (I&vernment. also adopted a number of bye-laws
i , t \

for the guidance o£ the postmaiter-General and his department*
x

?$heige were*

• X , upstage . w.ag to be paid on all letters exeepf, those on

public Services* ■

3

4

§

pgetag# on inland letters was 'tg be paid oh arrival at
* i

the office*. A single letter weighing 2tt tolas {one tola 

being ©4ujai to one sicca rupehweigbt) was to cost two
. v. ■ : . 1 ;■ ■ j

annas fob'-js^pry hundred miles4 Bouble letters were to
, ■ .1. 11,

pay in proportion to weight and distance, •
, J 1

betters coming by sga or Span, foreign settlements 

wepe to; b£r paid for; on delivery-*

A-table--'of postage was to be drawn up accordingly and

affixed! at different, of flees for public inspection*
’ « ' < ,

The Postihaster-G^ieral was to' lay -before the, Government
’ ‘ , " ' J 1

a raonthiy general abstract of" ail receipts and 

disbursements.

5 . All letters were to be sorted and stamped with the day

of the month on which they were delivered into any 
head office,3,2

~ 1 i

i t > f * * - - - »

Extension of Post Offices 1775-81

0 \ ^

In the extension of postal establishments in the period
i ’' v -

between it,75-81 the Governor-General and GounciE were guided
r t 1 Y ^
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- u-,'r
1> * I

mainly by WiWain the diwani provinces
this ewtehsion was' effected 'fbh both inland and overseas stall* 
Beyond 'Benares it was intended to establish communication with

■ ' the army in the field*

isi pursuance o£ a representation f torn GeS.on.ei ironside
* > i „ t • i i s

M ..,>** t • '*at Dinapujcr# the GovernQ,ni.General and found! appointed a Deputy 
Postmaster there, 'tb. receive an# transmit letters tb Patna* $his 

■ appointment dispensed with .the necessity for military officers 
■: ,x;to send their cbfrtminications eight miles, daily to 'the Fatna

' - * , i t 1 •..Post Office* on a similar rep resentatipn i; ffom Major Blair at
* ' ' ■ , » ■ i '

” , , , ! 4 , V* >(Barhampur another,pash offite was established at the cantonment 
'there#

s overseas Mail
' ^ < t

fhe usual, practice followed before 1776 inythe conveyance
of overseas mail was that oh their arrival from Europe or the

1 oilier presidencfe® they were unloaded at Kedgree (Khijiri) and
forwarded, in what was known as '€>hai£ci»bpats which carried them
in relays from there ho Cal.ghtta* $he reason was that it was
considered' unsafe .fo#. large vessels to proceed straight up the
Hugll to Calcutta*- So they lay at &edgc@e. which waS' situated ' ! } ’ ’cm the eight bark of the river near the sea ,aboo& ihree miles
from ingelee (Hi jilij ,
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hem Paks Beyond Benares -' '' ' " - ' ' <•*’*;. 11,‘ * • * V.\ •
$fc© necessity- pf extending .postal ^mraunipaihion to

stations' beyond Benares inl778 wps dictated by fc^e exigenbies
of the Aa^lb-Markbba $?ar» in £he. light of Briga<B;er.*{3enerei
Stibbert's recommendations f:, the. (^ernor-Genersl proposed a
plan for a post office for the army in the field stationed in

''the Bpper, prccyino%*, '$% wad, to be'.placed' .binder tae.. direction of
avPostmastef answejtkble to the* ^nnidnder»in«:^hief in aH
matters .s^bepfcing -thO collection of postage for vliicb he was to
be accountable .to, 'the General Post Office at Galcutfa*- He was
to be appointed by the ^mmander-inrGhief and his office was
to be. .located at f he,, army ''beadguarters. witih ;two deputies

' operatslng' at field. fhe rates of .postage'We|re to conform to the
33general pedes prescribed' for the diwanl provinces, in-1774,

^fae, Reforms of 1781 \
i t v ♦

\ * * #

!fhe reforms of 1781 also affected the rules of postage 
On public aettete#i,C®be Governor-General and -Gouncdl ordered.

** ' ? I ■* » *' T r ,
V ' V ' V 4that ell letter^; b^therto'despatched tfoa the service*. and free

. ’ t '* Y 1 1

Ohould paypostage. according to the rates, prescribed for other
| 1 J B ' « *

’letters*- $he heads of offices- were asked to charge’ for theser
4 i « .

\'iir tbeirn&nthly establishment and the postmaster-^e^erhl Was 
required to keep ifor checking a register of erern lifter, sent 

' by them at ;the presidency. At the close of every month the

*



Z&' 7

•' Government order required the Postmaster-General to send to the
' ; * ‘A*heads of offices ai the presidency a bill for the amount; of

t f • * t .

ppstage*cm letters despatched by each of them, me same rule was 
' t^operath-ln respect of the subordinate offices of the 
Gkjweinzm^t. ‘
TheMain Postal Routes* ' W T*'***•“

, < i > ~ * j

;/ ’’'The/number .df postaldivisiohs continued to be four* but
the addition of certain new .routes necessitated -their constitu-» 4 1 , ‘ /

tion on a slightly differentbasis* The main retries were to be
i 1 1 “ i

* ,as follows* ' 1

id

B)

0

The Southern division from Calcutta! to Gan jam through 
Bales© re and €utta& connecting the presidencies of 
Madras, and Bombay, x

j '

The Eastern Division from Calcutta .to Dacca,
t

The Western Division from Calcutta to Benares and 
beyond not.through Murs^Ldabad, Rajmahal and Patna but 
through the new route via HazaTibagh and Mughal sarai.

» t ( t

The Northern Division from Calcutta to Mnrshldabad
' '' h %

only Patna now being connected .with Mursiiidabad by a 
cross-dak.

Bach of the four divisions was fallowed & separate 

, establishment of its own at the General post office* .It
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contained provisions for certain munshis and consisting of three
runners# a drummer and a larrtpbearer fo£ the most part unaltered*

' - - > . )

Ihe harcara continued to be paid at the rate of 1 rupees and 
. the drummer and the ian^bearer at 3 rupees as before*. Each stage 

1 on the Southern and Western Divisions was provided with a
T ' ‘ f t' i

st&gekeepat called Addadaf who was addition appointed at Chass 
on the Western, route to Benares but for, fear; of robbers and 
Wild .animals he lived at Sherghati which connected with Patna' i *• ~ * * ‘1 .3Sthrough Gaya*

tHE RAILWAYS

. ; India h^d. a brilliant tradition of state activities for
' *t i

the promotion of.’^nblie wortes^ before the Englisn East India
Company established their political supremacy here. Different 

‘ ’ > 
parts- of the country were interconnected by;, iroaes and water*
transport for commercial arid other purposesRecords of the

‘ * 1 , ’ fi
early surveys of the East India Company, such as those of Martin
in 1750 pf Major James Rennell {1763*66) ,v and a Hamilton^ ■ * ' *

’ Buchanan during the yearly years of the 19th Century give us an 
idea of what had existed in the post in the 'shape of communica-

■•I,#* j , * s ' ^

tions apd facilities for tray el and transport, especially in 
, Borthem India with its vast plains,

With the new political and economic "changes in the 
West.as well.as in India- there was naturally a demand for 
in^>roved ;and extended means of communications about the middle



’.$>£ the 19th century. It was in 1843^44 that the earnest

proposals were made for construction of railways in India* These

envisaged construction of railways by companies incorporated.

in England a minimum profit beihg guaranteed by the East India
‘ * » * , , ^ • 

Company for a definite period. So contracts for definite period

were made with the East India, Railway Company and the Great
’ * » t , t

Indian Peninsular Railway Company formed in 1845 for construe*

- tion of, two small railway lines near Calcutta and Bombay 

respectively* In 1855. the total length opened was 111 miles 

from Calcutta to Ranigung by the former and 37 miles from, 

Bombay to Kalyan by the latter^ The Madras Railways completed 

;8$' miles from Madras .to .Arcot in 1^56* Rive other Railway 

, companies, were formed but their lines were not cx>en before 1858.
‘ ' * ‘ 4 , * » # ♦ 4 * ^ ~

v
4 , \ ’

* 1 ’ j , ,, (,, ; 1 s

String th© ‘^elgn of''-lord Dalhousie the Governor* .
’ •' ' j „ * * '

Generalship pf India <1848*56) launched important schemes, of 

' " railway instruction* In his famous minuteof 1^3 Lord* * 1 ii

Ualhousie advocated the construction of '"a. system of trunk line

connecting the interior'parts of each presidency with. Its chief
* 1 ' * 1 4 1 'i.,.' i

port and tshe sevejfat presidencies with ond another* His objects 

* fpr the InirodUcticn of railways in India' as he stated were
f ‘ ‘i ' *

• i

*to immensely increase the striking ppwe'rlof hie military 

forces at every pdjlnt of the Indian Empire* to feeing British 

1 capital and enterprise to India "to eecurd. commercial and 

social advantages'" '£©. India” and to "bring,, into tne ports produce
' * ," i * * 1 r



' 36from the interior." , .

$j* Macdonald Stephenson was the pioneer *ho broched the 
idea of laying railroads in India ad" early as 1845 and advocated 
the construction of a railway line along the sane route that

t 7

the first railway line along the same route tha& the first 
\ railway of northern India • The Bast Indian Railway later 
traversed 4^

■ The Baa it Indian Railway Company war founded in England 
in May* 1845. and by April* 1846 thewhole track f rom Calcutta

, * i ’ , * >

to Delhi yia Mirzapur was surveyed by Stephenson who collected 
important statistical information and submitted to the East 
Indian Railway Company an elaborate report on his findings

The railway line between Calcutta and Allahabad was
' i » * * i

completed in 1856 and that year the revenue from traffic on the
line from Calcutta to Allahabad amounted to Rs* 16,loo-.lo-2*' ’ ,* , » •
The Railway was so'popular in the. c^hjtpr that 1857 the 
income from the Sale of railway tickets^1 etc^ rose to

v- , A 'i *

Rs. 0,3R* 434-2* W/8
» * K \ '\ \ <

» * s %

When the'.SireOtors of the. Ea&t Indian Railway Company 
found that' Railways were popular and that it would be profitable 
tsor extend the line to Delhi and open! new' ones* they decided to
take up the matter; Towards the end of 1856 contracts were1 ' ’ , , *■ , \ , »

. entered into for extending the line to Delhi# At the same time
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there were two new Pbo jects*proposals for opening up the lines
,* gOi' between Mlrasapur and Jabalpur and between Delhi and Lahore,

W J * 1' 1

The line between Allahabad and Kanpur was completedin
* 1 , * • “ ‘

4 „ i. 1858 an& uisact, year & contract 'for that between ceihi and Lahore 
was given to the Punjab Railway later renamed as the North*
western 'Railway,' (Calcutta was connected with Barsaras in* * ' */
December# £8621. while work was already going on as far as Agra,

* in 1860#.. the East Indian Railway had 120 miles of railroad open
■' ' * '.''I.

. for traffic in the Northwestern provinces and tdie line had 
come as far as EtaWa; ©n August 1# 1864 the last Indian Railway

1 t

reached Delhi on the banks of the Yamuna covering a distance of
’ 1 4

1Q2Q miles between Calcutta and Delhi*

SOCIAL. REFORMS

The horrible practice of burning' of Hindu widow on the
1

funeral pyre of her deceased husband had !a semi-rreiigious
•' j < ** 1 '

sanction and was inspired by the reasoning that it was better
1 , * ‘

f©r a woman to bum herself along with her husbead than to.
S> ‘ , ‘ ‘ 1

lead the miserable life of a widow. Originally# —h© practice 
was voluntary but later it was made obligatory by the guardians 
of religion and morals* The aati system was more popular in 
the presidency of Bengal', and the Upper provinces than in any 
other part of India; it was more common in Bengal than in the



Northwestern provinces*

The Gonpsny’s servants.were aware of the evil but theyw » *- * 4 ' ‘
refrained from interfering until the time of liom! William 
BentincJt, ©a December 4# l&is# this Governor*General placed 
befdre this.1 council' the' draJ^trof a Regulation on this vital 
Subject# declaring that * the Government of which I am a part
should have the credit' of an act which is to wash out a

, ’ 1 \foul stain on British rule and to stay a sacrifice of humanity
and justice to a doubtful expediency# "fh© Regulation was 

,passed, and the evil practice 'of sati Was. declared illegal and 
punishable by the criminal courts. The persons aiding .the 
performance of sati were to be charged with! culpable homicide,' 1 » ' i ' . ,♦ i, , » ,,% t , ' ♦ »»• IHindu community was#/!-thus purged Of a general evtl in the

- * < , ,,j * » * 1 1 !

Northwestern provinces as well as in the rest of the country, 40

Infanticide
' 1 r

r it\Another greet social evil was the Killing of' female
#• 1

infants by their parents* $his was prevalent amoag the high
i 1''class. Hindus, specially Brahmans and Rajputs;, $ha reason for it1 * 1 1 ■ i , ](was two-fold * the high cost of the makfckaige of girls and a

, ,, , ■ 1 i ’ ‘

false notion of p,festige* Colonel fames; Tod felt that “although 
religion no where authorises his barbarity# the laws which 
regulate mbrri^ge; among the Rajputs powerfully psomqte infant-

* , ,i ,
» iicide* Ho reoyer#-, to marry his daughter Was often to ruin a man*- *i' . . ,• .

In the North-Western, provinces the evil was noticeable among the*!’“•* 1 ‘ ’



Rajputs especially the Ghauhans. Jonathan Duncan the Resident 
* « 

at Banaras arid jtetef Governor of Bombay# noticed this evil in
1789 while he' was touting on the f rontiers of the junpur
district., On October 2# 1789 he wrote about .it all Lord
Cornwallis and on December 23* the same year he Eorwarded a
translation of 'arx agreement into which the Rajputs of Banaras

<i ' f ' * *■

had entered into with the Resident binding themselves to put
■ ,41and end to this evil practice*

, * t- * * iThe step taken by R* Montgomery at Allahabad may be
describe# in his own words;1 h

1 appointed a chaprasi to. reside in each village whose 
sole duty it was'to reporfc\the birth of a female child

' 1 'i i >' ■

in the family of any of the . Rajputs* I also 
bound the gorait# qhaukidar and the midwtves under a 
heavy penalty to report separately each birth at the

/ > * ■ ■ .iiThana# the fbur thus acting as a']check oo each other* • 
1 directed the thanadar on the de^th of any female 
infant being. reported to hold anj 
and afterwards■transit it to the;

> iinquest on the bcdy,
ciyil surgeon for 

examination,* 1 associated thetahsildar with the 
thanadar in order to ensure a 'moire .efficient 
superintendence* '! ‘

|?his results; were encouraging • ©f every four girls
’ i v i < ’ , ‘

bora, three lived as ..a result of the Government* & vigilance.* ' 1 » , * * t ,
Similar Steps were taken throughout the province and 
infanticide declared Illegal and a criminal offence.42
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. EBUGATJOH .

'The A§ra College Was founded on these lines and started 

. Its life on SOvemfeer 7, 1822, “as. recommended by the General 

" signm&ttyM# its monthly expenditure was to be Rs'-. 870/* •

The Agra College b&c.ime popular with the Intelligentsia 

"of 'the Morth-Westeni provinces .immediately after it# foundation* 
In 4826V there weiife 117 students in the college of whom 43 were 

in' 8ihdi-8anslt rit group and J4 were "in' Per^lan-israbic group.

By next year the number had ;ris'en to -63 in, HinddU-Sahskrit group 

and 121 in Persian-Arabie group* Hihdi, was. popular with a
w t 1 (

'* majority of the students of the college** Out of 184 students
t

‘ in 1827 not less than 120 read Hindi* though all of them did 

not" Offer Sanskrit.' The study of, geography* astronomy and 

.mathematics was started on European system,from 1827*

An English class , was attached to the Agra. College at a 

. cost of rupees 200 per month fpr a teacher and rupees 5o for 

, books etc* The college building was ejected from a grant of
* "* , * « » 4 ' * . | » * |l .

Rs» 42.SG1/15/9 mad© by the Government in 1829* in 1841 a
* ' \, < . ,1

cdnten^potrary writer described the Agra College building as
'follows; • , . ‘ ^

i
i

The most striking of all the public buildings is the 
■ college, situated,on the civil lines anc at a short

it 1 * * ,

, distance ;f fiom the town*. It wad*.built by lieutenant



A

Boiieau. It is a no tola quadrangle and in the Gothic 
. style with Jutting corners# having lour turrets at 
: each of the comers and two liftier ones flawing the 

two principal entrances. There are arched varandas on 
each side,# four handsome entrances and fear comer 
quadrangular rooms.A passage runs from north to 
south through the building and so on eann side there 
are seven spacious rooms, including the central hall 
which is divided into two parts*- The Southern side of
the building is appropriated to the Vernacular* * *'
department and the Northern to the Engl ±3 h.

.The Belhi'.:®olleae
1 #

The Delhi Oriental College was founded in 1828 through
• ‘ t

the efforts of the General Committee Of Public Instruction* A 

sum of B0« 3#©00n/* to 3S#000/- per annum was reported to be 

locally available, for the purpose of an educational. institution 

and to this' the General Committee added rupees e&o/L • per months

M*B*/Tayio.r was appointed superintendent of the College with an
’ » .. , ' ' . ■ * '

allowance of tRs, ISO A per month* The sjkaff was -td.SOnsist of

one teacher on Rdyipo/- per month and five Naulvis on Rs* 5©/»
. , , •

per month, each. Eighty-nine students were given stipends of
-11/1, ' ’

Rs* 3/- each per*:,month., The main subjects .taught Were Persian 

.and Arabic# Arithmetic# History and jurisprudence Were also 
taught.44

' r k
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Missionary and Qther Schools" ’ ‘ ' » , , * ,

” Besides' .the, abdve institution £unby the Government
i r * * * * * » t

there w<ae In the province many a school financed and run by
<* S

the public and the Christian Mission* The missionaries at 

Meerut started a Verhacular school in, 1811 with 30 boys on 

the colls and by 1840 the number of schools in see rut had risen
> * i ' 1 ’

to five* Mr* Oorrie started a school at Afra in 1813 and 

supervised it ,£or many years* In 1814 there were 84 students 

on the polls and tby 1842 tb© number of schools at Agra had

gene up to, ten with 300 boys* Mr* corrie* had set up a school
• ...» * ' ■

at Sepola the headquarters of the European at Banaras before
, , » ► ■ 1 45

he left .Agra and it continued to flourish a£ter him*
* - / ", i

, J * * * M •

When lord fastings visited the upper provinces in 1814 

a wealthy, philanthropist of Banaras> Jai Strain Ghoshal#
1 t

presented him a petition and proposed ^’establish a school. ■
» ^ J’i, #* ,

.at Banatas* Hie offered to create an an^wflent ef rupees 

20#000 the interest of which together ,with the income .from, 

land was eqnsiciere&,adequate to maintain the proposed school*

The school was to, impart instructions in Hindis Bengali#
, i •, -

Persian, and BngiLish* Hastings -approved}of /'the plan* Jai Nacain
; *' ‘ ‘ >1

also »ad« ovar i Wilding for the school la «hlch nearly 230 
boys received education,^

At Kanpur a school* named Kanpur Free School* was founded
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in I820,by some private individuals; Its finances being poor#

Major-General I*ewis Thomas# Oommanding-©fficer there appealed
* ■ 1 v , , : '

t@ the Government for aid and the goverrior-Genetal in .1823 

sanctioned, a grant, of rupees 400 per month* The Christian 

missionaries established five schools in Gorakhpur in 1823# 

and an English class was started by Wilkinson is, 1825*. An 

English school at Gorakhpur was set up only in 1835* Private
i , ’

efforts Were successful in establishing a school atAllahabad 

in 1825 and. later the General Committee aided ia with a 

regdar grant*, in January'#' 18215 'there, wer£ in tnis school 31

Students in the 'Persian class’ and1 lj '•in the Hindi 'glass* A
1 1 ■ 1.School at Btawa was founded in 1824 by the Colleotor of that

» » * * ' * i ... -

district and financed from the town duties, A few schools 

were started by iihe people of Bareilly some of fhich had a 

long life* ^
»■* \ j ■*

Medical Education '
i

■ • A .Medical ..College was. opened in, Calcutta in 1835 and

the first Indian jto join if was Pandit Madhusudan# a Hindu of
» i ‘ » ' * * * M • * V '

high caste who broke all the trammels of caste prejudices and 

dissected the human,body,in public* fhis medicel college was 

based entirely dh .Western lines and introduced the study of
i

Western medicine and surgery. For a long time prospective 

medical students dll over Northern India inducing the North- 

Western provinces# ' had to go to Calcutta for their education*



$his entail eel on them a huge expenditure and great inconvenience 
and hardship, therefore# in 1354 when the new building of the 
thoraaedn Hospital at Agra was ready* Lieutenant^Governo r Colvin 
sought' the permission of the Governor-General to allow the 
Hospital committee to make arrangements for giving instruction
for the Subordinate class of native doctors all of whom are

, \ \ ■ ' ^ ,

now compelled to proceed for their education to Calcutta*. .
•**' . , , * >} i

* 1 * r * '' ’ * * '
Nothing however# resulted from this representation up. tp\ the

% a ‘ - s>

Gfeat Rebellion,of 1857-58. She hospital started a Medical
i , "t l ' -

class only in; 1865*_
, , * ' ' , «

.sto sax ' ' *
A Salt tax was imposed upon the people o€ the province 

and of the country from very early tiroes, $n the tine of Warren 
Hastings# saltwhieh was amonopoiyof thet Government, was 
placed under a new scheme according to which the, .salt producing

f * t * *areas wer& divided into agencies*. Each agency was placed under
^ i i

an agent who was a civil officer# while!;the whole salt administ-
!■.■

! ration was under the Superintendence of ja comptroller with
1*4 ' * '

his headquarters at Calcutta,
if* 1

, salt was prepared in Bengal by, trie Comp say *s ‘agents.# 

and a duty of 5s' per maund was added to :the cost. of production 
before the article was placed in the market, A duty of 4s, per 
maund was. raised on salt obtained from mines in Pan jab; while 
salt prepared in Native States had to pay s duty of 4s of S>S*

\
/



r ,

before it passed into British territory*
„ „ ,

Madras salt was formed by solar evaporation of the

Margin of the sea and was cheaper than Bengal salt and the 
\ * , 

company derived a considerable revenue by selling it at 2s,

the maund* tn Bombay the Government permitted manufacturers

to remove the salt from the pans on payment of s duty of Is 6d.

the maund, Balt imported into India f com England or other
‘ * i* „ , , t * ' ' *

countries paid a duty Of ,or 6s>. the maund sc- that the 

importers might n6t undersell the duty paying Indian salt*

■ *3?he net revenue of the company derived from salt raanufac** * -* * 1 1 , , , . * X
ture rose from Ris, 8#oo,#qoq/1 in 1793 to nearly Rs* 13,00*000/-

r 1 ' t 1 '

in 1344. She total quantity, of salt manufactured by‘ the East
' * ’ ii » 1 * • 1

India Company" in these fifty*two years is, estimated at a little 

over two hundred million raaunds * and the total revenue derived
* *' 1 \ Sq

from the manufacture at sixfy millions Reeling.
' j t < * ’

QplumTax

; ‘ 1 . . .

Opium tax, was grown in pritiSh territory* Benaras. and 

Patna and in the native state of Maiwa,- The Benares and Patna 

Opium was the monopoly of "the Company and the Government of 

Bengal got a large revenue from this monopoly# selling the 

Opium at. a profit of more than 200 per -cent, Malwa opium paid 

a heavy transit, duty of ;Rs;^ 12# 10s* the chest c£ passing into 

British territory for .exportation and the Gove cement of Bombay

I*



derived a substantial revenue from this transit duty# The
j}

two kings of opium met in the market of Canton for Sale In 
China*

It was managed by the agents of the Government appointed 
for that purpose^, The opium agents annually entered into
contracts with the cultivators who were bound to deliver the

1 ,
Whole of their' produce to the Government; Agent at a fixed 
price#, which.was .normally rs* 3/B/« per seer or about 3s.6d.
per lb*51

In the North-Western provinces# a poppy #as cultivated
* - < ’ » f ' f *

profitably in the Boab from the boarders of AWadh in the east
* t * ’» r l f * *

to Agra in the WjSat* The area was about five hundred miles in 
length and two hundred miles in breadth* The manufacture of 
opium# the* poppy plants grown in the Dbab was carded out in

. * * i ' «
« 1 *a separate agency# the agency of Banaras; jwith its headquarters 

at Gazipur* Afte^ manufacture# opium was [exported to China

and other countries of the Far East*52

The Abkari

Abkari was excise duty on the manufacture and sale of 
intoxicants and alcoholic drinks. The dutjy on intoxicants and 
dririks was prevalent in the pre-British days as well# and the 
contract for libs collection, was normally given so the highest- 
bidder* When the."East India Company took over tae administration
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of the ceded and conquered districts. It".continued the same 
system <of abkari which it had inherited. The chief ■ intoxicants 
coming under abkari tax were toddy, arak# bhang and ganja. The 
Collectors of the various districts collected the tax at thet »
place of sale and looked after its proper conduct* Licenses for

* * « * 1
the opening of shops for the sale q£ intoxicants were also

Sl3 < 'issued by the Collectors** ' 1 ' ■* ’ l , , t «
I

■ - STAMP BTJTY •

Originally two reasons had prompted the Government of 
India to introduce stamp duty. Firstly, to discourage the 
unusually large number of law suits in the. courts of the 

, company, and secondly, to make up the loss of revenue resulting 
from the‘abolition of the old police tax*. When the, stamp tax

, , ' i ’ , i ' *'whs introduced, it was required to affix stamps .in legal . 
proceedings and in. courts of law only. But later, the uSe of, ,

. . i i /'
, , stamps became: necessary also for business transactions,, like 

; the receipts/ head-notesbill of. exchange, bonds, etc*
. it \ *\ 1 , < t iSimilarly# legal: documents' and deeds for the transfer of1 , 1 {*» 1 'k , , ’ -* < , ’ k "* k | H ^ > .land and property also had^to be written on stacked paper*

V. Consequently the*htarap- duty yielded more .^nd. mose income to-
the Government as, trade and commerce, industry and,crafts and

- * . * r ,
the administration of justice. expanded; and .the economic life

54 'of the people improved. ” ' ;
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THE POST OFFICE '

The post office was another Source Of income for the 
. Government of the North-Western provinces., The post office
» i *

aSmliiistratipn of the upper provinces was separated from the 
ppst office administration of the Bengal presidency from 
May 2Q« 1835 as the result of a resolution of the Governor* 
Generic-in-^unbii*/ For the time being the Bostaasier-General

' ' r>

of Calcufia looked after the post office,' in this province
I I V , * *

also, A separate Post-Master General for tjhe North-Western, . u '
province# was dbpoSjnted In '1,839.' A remarkable change was 
effected in the postal charges when - a uniform rate was fixed

i

for the1 whole country,
'•! ' , I

The North-Western provinces was the only province in
9 ‘ * ' 1 < i ( ‘ ' ' ' *

India where th#!1 post Office shewed a surplus? ia older 
provinces like' the Bengal# Bombay a*i<i Madras presidencies there 
was, a deficit In the. postal budget Of: the days before the.
Great Revolt of‘!l8$^58.55

' - t , " * V , 1

:MISCE&I«ANE©NS TAXES
** i i

' ’ ! , ; <
A large number iof other minor imposts ana taxes were

imposed on the people of the province in early -days of the 
company's rule*, These minor inposts were as unproductive as 
they were vacations. Most of them were, uneconomical and their 
proceeds did not Justify their continuation. A major portion



of Most of those minor imposts usually vent into the pockets' 1 ' * '5 ' u ' t
©& the petty local officials who vote with their collec*

> ■ i f s
tion*._ fhe randari .imposts* the host tax «t? the ferries# the 
ehaukiaart tax^^gbai the geb£l,e# the oulbahdi tax collected

v74-., ' - , •

for the Iconstructioh and sipdir of bridges Over risers and 

Mg .c^49, ■«« «>• coMtrocUoa
and repair of ero&abkments and the wheel tax or a levy on the 
Carts were the conixion taxes, throughout the province before 
1858, of which in© record is available# Though the Government 
Officially abolished many Of these inmost#, when the local 
officials were paid from the state treasury, th^-continued

i , *> i

fa the interior of the country unchecked undetected and 
uncared for by the Government#

Mention may also be made among the miscellaneous Sources 
of the income of 'the state; to the judicial fines and fees 
charged by the Government for various purposes#, Judicial fines 
and other fees yielded a good amount of income* For instance 
in 1849-5© the income from this source was Rs* 3,03,237/-.

•M H 1

$h© Magis trabe-Colleetor in the districts of the most 
werpodced Officers of the Government of the Bast India Company#
Up to the Revolt of 1357*53 he exercised power and undertook 
duties which# subiect to his general supervision and direction# 
are now delegated-.' to his subordinates# Besides the collection 
Of the land revenue and other taxes and the administration of



the district/ be'Was the chief education officer# in charge of 
the construction of roads and bridges and the Czdef Judicial

, , «* ‘fc t . , i * ‘i » * * * f * « * ^

Officer ih some cases as also the Chief of the Police in his
- > « t ,

jurisdiction* Three police corps had been raised in the province
»*.'•> L 1 , * * !

during the time of lord Ellenborough in order te relieve the
‘ E<3

military of the civil duties previously performed by it*

But so far there was no separate’ head of the police
< 1 i

though 'an urgent need for a special police assistant to the
58Magistrate was felt on all hands. .

j

The Police branch of Administration the Magistrate-
'• 1 i J

Collector had tinder him a number of Indian revenue officials
» 1 i ,t

j „ , > * * , i < i

Called. TabsIldars who 'looked after the revenue and the police
, " » 'ii 1 1

matters in the tahsil of which they were' in charge* They could
^ ♦ i

imprison an accused, or a suspected though for:, a brief period, 
of time only# • and. if empowered by the Magistrate*: could try 
petty cases and impose .small fines* Thus1# theyji did quite a 
large amount of :work which, the Magistrate-Caliector was -expectedj , | ' " n
to do*> The ^ahfildalr had Almost, the same dufciels as the Darogha 
of the former days^^ i

i

, !le. also, advised the Magistrate jin important matters

relating to his tahsil •/& good Tahsildar says' aDi strict
» 1Magistrate of the North-Western provinces,# "is the most useful 

person and well earns his salary of Rs» 2oo/« per month." .There 
were normally. 219 tahsildars in the thirty-one districts of the



province-and, their salary ranged between ode hundred and three
' So * ' ' 1handled, rupees per month. ; ,** ' ' / i c * .t. >

The period, 1813 to 1833 began with -Jkbrd Moiras Government 
which mhrhhd a' distinct bre’ak from established traditions in

■ < ■ ■ . h1 • - : • i

i ^ j * 1 , j ( (politics a^d administration* While his military conquests^ 
'extended' the houndst- of the Company" s|dominions# his political 
settlements with the country powers,; heralded a new era of 
internal pdaoe and security*- Politically# India; became virtually 
united and developed an Indian policy under his Government, 
in the field of administration too# he set in motion a new 
trend of liberal reforms reflected the, principles of’
i t ' ,h 1 4utilitarian through which dominated the' contemporary politics 
of England* The administration, of police atjtd criminal justice

* ' • 1 i ;■

was particularly influenced by its impact during this period*.

Governor-General in Council to adopt it as a general plan 
of Chukidari police establishment, In all Villages were 
©haukldars ^atbhmen) supposed to keep guard at night#, to■ ■ ■ ■ ■ • ■ * . 1 i, • * * . i
notice the movements of bad characters* to,'apprehend felons 
caught flagrante delicto and to report all 'important matters

*i * 1 * «* > I
’ * * |

St the thana headquarters; Chaukidars generally were appointed 
by the Eamindars of their villages and any appointment might 
be Vetoed by the district Magistrate* But 'Regulation 2£EJX of 
1813/ which was the first Municipal enactment la Bengal# 
provided for the appointment iii large towns? of Shaukidars who

i



\. ' K
•were’to' be .paid, by the residents, The preamble laying down the

principal $*at .the,-people;for'Whose benefit' and protection
such an establishment might be entertained should defray the

< * 61charge Of %heir .maintenance#- ,

Ordinary village chaukidars Were remunerated by the State 

for .watdlwandkw.a^d' foht in , mahy Respects- were the private 
servants of the Zemindars f rom whom they - held Gaakran {service)

■ - ■ 1 , - . ■ - ' . i i •'

lands upon which. the Government possessed e limited lien, This 
arrangement worked badly. The €?haukidars‘ were useless and

» * j « * *corrupt the supple tools of the Zamindars; Although by 

regulations phased, in 1808 and 1813 the latter were liable to 
heuty penalties and even to forfeiture of ■ their lands if they 
failed to give early- information of the- commission of offences 

or afforded countenance tp bobbers they had only to establish
1 * *, J ( 1 1 ’ 1 < ■ 1 ’ . ' .

friendly, relations sfath the police datogts tx>. neigh as they 
pleased over weaker neighbours 'and jpeap emgiie,'profits from
the villainies of banditti* The British, officers who alone 

could prevent Stieh ritalpracilces# were !iScan.ty [in number#
■ i _ '[ ■ 1 1 i ■ ' . v . . ' 1

han^>eted by a faulty and unstable administratis system and
‘' ; L \ , jj

served by corrupt and ill#.trained subordinates* Moving about
. 1 ,1 J ‘ ' \l'K , , *

was often diffiguit and generally slow* lawlessness and

vilenee were frequeiit and easy* In 1355 the ficst 'lieutenant* 

t Governor#. sir Fjredhricfc Hal3.1day sutamitf^d ’to idie, Supreme 

Government -specifid proposals for improvement isa the pay of
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'tbe, regulaff cliatriet police, admitting that the outlay though 
considerable ootid not be regarded as final as she police

' ' t

establishment#. was numerically weaker than it should be for 
the. protection of property and the preservation; of-good order*

i i ' * 1 n

' Xn 3.856 he further pressed the question urging the importance 
of raising the foae Of the whole administration of criminal 
Jus fire in Bengal* The police were bad and the tribunals were

( i »*■*»." ^ * 1 I 1 1 . 'inefficient, fhehe two circumstances acted and reacted upon
\ i »

each other

1 Ra~orlentation of the official Bolide j

Police Darogas
! '

The duties and powers of police darogas 5?ere defined and
specified by regulation lo of 1811# which: is ryarded as the

» • ,

first police manual drawn up by the British Government in 
India, $he several rules enacted fftpm time to time for the' 
guidance of police officers were revised and framed into one 
regulation* No important change was effected in the establish­
ment of darogas and their subordinate of fibers nntil 1831#

• i
when the Tahsildars or Indian Revenue collectors were again, 
vested w|th the duties and powers of darogas in the Upper 
provinces* The daroga of the thana -where• ,l|hji.s arrang^snent 
came into operation .was to be designated asil?ai£> daroga*
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$he rnaia feature of, reform In the office of the 

Magistrate was the increase of authority Over police darogas 

and Kotwals whose appointment and transfer were now to proceed 
from him under 'Regulation 17 of 1816, jxn the exsrcise of his

t 5

powers the Magistrate could also suspend or dismiss them
' « 1 * I *

without making any report to 1th© Count, of .Circuit. Mis powers 
of appointment removal and transfer likewise extended to the

« I ’ •] * ‘ , It
* jailers and the subordinate staff of criminal jails. To enable

■ ' ■ : ■ - , ithe Magistrate, to, keep order and discipline among prisoners#
* * f »

' l ' i * ^ | “J* i >

. the- Gbvernor«•General in council' enacted into one regulation all
< .. ' ■ ” : i ■ • ■

the rules which had previously been established from time to
11 itime by the Government or the $&zamat Adalat. in his jail

‘ • 1 ■!

administration he acted under the superintendence of the court
■ < 1 . i ' : i

. of circuit and on the abolition of that court jos the Commission** v i 1 ‘ !;|r ' ‘ g3er~ of circuit and Superintendent of Police, '< j ■

Superintendent of 'Police
4«aM

The Superintendent of Police: was likewise authorisked to
appoint and remove, the subordinate'ministerial officers of his 

v ' ‘ ; ' i s’* J' !
own establishment* He could ‘also fin© I police officers and

.. * • 1 ■ - - - 1 i •i i ‘

suspend them for neglect# misconduct or incapacity,, For 

Special reasons he might bring under his exclusive charge and 
\ administration any of the thahaS in the interest of law and order.

I
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In 1829* the duties and powers of tile sine rintendent 
of Police were'vested under fiegulaticm .1 Of that year in the 
Commissioners of Circuit, The centralisation, of powers which

‘ * ' tr » (i * ‘ . . , ' • ‘ ‘ *

proceeded mainly from motives of economy seriously affected
* „• * i

the efficiency of criminal administration* But while sessions
duties began slowly to be transferred to the district judges

* ' f , . . , *.' 1 , ^ 1 ' \
from 1831 onwards the duties of the police remained vested
in these Commissioners until 1837* when hot 24 of that year
authorised the Governors of'i'jBengal and the Nort£wWest 

* « . * » 
provinces to appoint a superintendent of Police for any part
of their respective provinces* On any such appointment the

the Commissioner^,of Revenue and Circuit by regulation X of
1829 were to cease and the Superintendent thus appointed 
was to exercise the powers under the regulation which first 
created that of fled in 1808,^

FUNCTIONS OP THE POLICE
. « |The police were entrusted with many duties in the proper 

maintenance of peace and Order. There wecO many irons in the
i * 1

fire for the police* and all problems had tp, be solved almost 
Simultaneously* !

Xt was as early as 1810 that St * Lager, the Commissioner*
Ij



in*Chie£ cautioned his soldiers against *a description of 
murderers denominated Thags4 who infested the districts of 

the Dqab and other parts of the upper' provinces* :?ha Govern*
J \ 4 * * i

ment# however# took no notice of these had characters . The 

result was disastrous for the peace and proper administration
* 1 * * I 1

of not only these areas hut of the whole of the iSorth-Westem 
provinces and the central India. Gang robberies and thagi

r , t „

became wide-spread all over and#, therefore# at last Bentinck
< i *

had' to institute a new department for; the suppression of Thagi
i

under the supervision of colonel Sleeman, The Colonel, came
, » , * * 4 • i

into close contact with the thags app rehended some of them

and holding ouf ,' promises not only of j pardon but also of
!"employment under the Company# soon wormed their secrets of the 

thags with regard to their gangs and £*)seir method “of work*
’ , i 1 i

Ah account of the discoveries made by! Sleeman has been
'■ , j ! I

recounted by him in hi© »Report on the pep relations' committed
- ‘ , k • * ‘T * i

I , 1by the Thag Gangs of upper and central India1 wnich was
i ipublished at Calcutta in 1840# London has referred1to a famous 

thag leader Amir Ali who turned an infbrmer and thus saved 

bis use. Affllr- Ml qpn£dSse4; ^89 and y. in jail for
twenty-four years*t

, !

It is interesting to note# however# thiat "Bengal was 

far mere subject to brigandage than nb,re recent acquisitions
' '' r T , ' ’

66and less civilized tracts•
ii

i



In $a© North-Western Provinces the gahga of thags hod 

been dfes$£»yed and scattered by 1852; in 'Bengal on the other 

hand# /there ^erh-:minteeons>rii#r thags and road thags "and even 

in 1854 m many -as 250 hoots manned by these miscreants were
’ " gtf

infesting the Ganges between Chicutta and Bananas^,"

a§s°m
#he most useful woifc accomplished toy the police of the 

2^rth*wesbe£a provinces was the suppression of daoQity and 

bobbery*. Gangs of robbers and aahoibb .haunted the public
K

highways and petpetrated crime of all Soft# rae3t frequently
, , > «■ i

toy 'Violence attended with murder and death and aommitted at 

night? treasures and other portable articles of value were
i i 4

the Objects >of their attach? Bacoity was follovsd afc a
* . •' l

profession toy s^ner.influential peseta* and landlords of the 
. >H I 1

pfe*British days Who had been uprooted and left, without, a
f i ► ' , •

living due to the new revenue system-and the record of rights 

prepared by the.British administrators; offxndfa, ‘specially
* r . 1

* *
in North-Western provinces? Kaye ’recalled' to memory that

"Warren Bastings complaint that the farming sy3tent had a 

tendency ' to extend and perpetuate this evil,” and then he
e * '

added* whnd the same fact is insisted upon arid demonstrated on
„ , 1 " i

the evidence of-the deceits themselves by the! present 
generation of British functionaries?^®



SPjaasn dissatisfied and uptooted people ware joined by „the' * * t » . ) * * ' ,
bad characters .and professional thieves and cobbers of the 
araa? In coarse of tiiae the combination of these people became 
very dangerous to the peace of tha~province asrthey,spread

" * * • - } s *
' % \ i

all over" and plundered and robbed the civil population 
^hereyer they happened to go* In prdep to suppisj|s,^dacoity»
(therefore# it jwas. decided 'tip institute the office' of a

* * ' * *- * * i ”** i. * , 1

Superintendent 'fp'e the suppression of Dacoity and.' Sfr Charles
.Meibc'alfe’ the ^eutenant^Gcsyernor of thbJ rth-Wastejcn. provinces

’ ’ ' (* - * *1 ‘ - > *

made arrangements, for it on receiving the permission of the
supreme Government*^9

In April# 1037 this first attempt to suppress dacoity 
.Was made when Hu'gli Fraser Was appointed , tp the post and was

, 1. I j* ■ ,

given special! magisterial powers throughput the province, The
■ . ■ > , ’i ]commission of Hugh, Fraser was in operation for about a year 
and a; half# but”no improvement could be effected by it,

i‘ i

Therefore# when lord Auckland’ tooJcoVer: the ‘North-Western 

to unit® the two .offices fbr the ‘sUpp'rfes sion of Thagi and
: ’ . , , i ‘ , ‘ i ,

Bacoity under Colonel Sleeman who had shown unusual Success
i ^ 1 * , 1 1 i * i

in suppressing Thagi* This meant i aj saving to the tune of
i 1 ; i

Rs,' 18#000/** per year for the Government, Sleeman was1 ‘; I 1
successful in his: assignment and the crimes .of dacoity and

' * i ■ i 1

robbery were, suppressed through the' agency and cooperation 
of 1 informers * apd ? approvers?.,, Sleeman started a vigorous

I



and well^sustained pursuit of the dacoits in all parts of 
northern India and thus broke the gangs of robbers and. deceits 
at the plages ,o£ their origin, tie. gave detailed accounts of. the 
lives and Characters of these dacoits in his voluminous reports 
in which A jit Sin^ "figures prominently. It sha^ldnot* 
however :be' supposed that all the gangs of robbers were broken

‘ , i 1

up? Sleeman pufcahend of the dacoity ofBudhuk tribe and other 
combinations, &uf some scattered groups of dacoits continued

- ‘ iI
to'exist* After Sleeman* the police did not act as efficiently

’ i '% ias it should have done in rounding up i the robbers ,v a big gang 
of- robbers which plundered several districts of the provinces
had its headquarters at Agra'and "the police for a long time 
closed their eyes to its operation b" V

And when ultimately the gang was caught and inquires
held* -it was fpund out records a French commentator on British

• ■ >. ■ , . , , 1 ■ , , •,
Indian administ ration * that there were many criminals in the
gang "who escaped arrest by periodical payments to the

Tfl ' > ■police, " These gangs were quite big and sometimes the number
< •

of dacoits in them rose to forty or fifty. 'There were a 
number of gangs under different leaders and soma of them 
cooperated with one another in thdir1 depredations .The plan 
of operation of these gangs was always "t© descend suddenly* 
in force and under cover if night on a town or Tillage and 
pillage the hpuhie of some wealthy person”’• At times* "in
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order to avoid suspicion" they travelled "as a carriage 
procession* while their weapons were hidden in handles of 
grass". As late as 1900# Mohan Lala# a gang leader revealed 
that he "often obtained information as to houses worth 
robbing from the police# and shared his profits with them#7^

Indeed# this is a sad commentary on the history and 
achievement, of -the 19th century police,

Rohilkhahd was a criminal area of the province add a 
large ntimper of robbers and dacoits had their headquarters 
in that region*;'The jails here wars full of criminals and the

’ * l ,, 'ii

police was almost always, busy in sounding ,up the culprits.,
• , * i t

The criminals record' of the Kanpur district also was . very 

bad. and deplorable..,in the early years of ijthe North-Mestem 
provinces, therefore# a special Magistrate|had: to be appointed 
for ntaihtaining, p^ace and order in Kahpta'ri7^

‘ %> * - t' , * 4 ' 1 * ' 1 ’.

'1
t
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