CHAPTER THREE

GROWTH OF LEFTIST MOVEMENT IN SATARA
DISTRICT IN THE 20TH CENTURY
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A Leftist movement aims at realising the rightful claims
of the downtrcdden masses In the siructure of scciety, by
radically transforming its social, economic and political aystems.
it 1s a movement to establish soclal justiceydenial of which has
created karriers and handicaps in the path of the masses in their
endeavour for better material and cultural life. In an unjust
sogiety, majority of the masses are denied the fundamental right
to self.realisation or to the flowering of persconality, Tids is
inequitous as far as individuals are concerned; it 18 harmful to
soclety inasmuch as it denies itself the benefits that would
acerue f£rom healthy development of so many individuals. Social
structures, and economic relations based on private property or
adverse temms of trade for tolling sections of society create
barriers and deny opportunities of development to the weaker

sectiong of saciety;l

Saints and philanthropists of earlier days had pleaded for
humane behaviour towards the wezker sections, But individual
charity cannot serve as the basis of soclal orpder. In a generous
mood, the privileged few may condescendingly throw a few crumbs
towards the unfortunate multitudes but it camnot bring abcout a
change in the social structure which 13 necessary 1€ the veaker
sections are to get adeguate opportunities, Equal right of every
individual to adequate opportunity for fullest self.development
must be recognised and this recognition must permeate all the
gystems and functioning of soclety, Scclal barriers based on

birth should be removed and ncbody should be in a position to
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exploit the other only because the former has private property,
While the latter has none, Transformation of social and economic

gystems in this direckion is an arduous task.z

Maharashtra, a State of Indlan union, emerged in its
present form in 1960, It consists of four diviéions viz,, Bombay
Poona, Aurangabad and Nagpur. Due to different historical
background, the three regions, namely Western Maharashtra
(consisting of the revenue divisions of Bombay and Poona),
Marathwada (i,e., Aurangabad Division) and vidarbha {i.e,, Nagpur
Division) have ) develeped distinct characteristics. Having been
part of the o0ld Bombay Presidency the Western Maharashtra had
the benefit of early industrialisation, spread of modern education
and long tradition of political movement compared to other two

raegions,

Socially, however, there is not much variation in these
three regions. Bombay, the metropolitan centre, is cbviously more
cosmopolitan; but the rest of the Western Maharashtra has the
same soclal structure as is obtained in Vidarbha and Marathwada,
Caste composition of the three regions varies only marginally.
Scheduled caste population seems to have been more concentrated
in Marathwada and same districts of Western Maharashtra, thelr
percentage being 9,95 and 8,46 respectively., It may, however, be
noted that many of those belonging to Mahar caste (Major scheduled
caste in Maharashtra) had adopted Buddhism in 1956 and so they ars

no longer counted ags belonging to Scheduled Castes, But if these
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neoBuddhists are bracketed with the rest of the S.C. population,
their density would appear more in Bombay city and vidarbha,
According to 1961 census, Scheduled Caste and Scheduied Tribe
components in three regions were as follows:

Tabl el

% of Scheduled % of sScheduled Caste
Caste population tribe population to
to total popula. total population

tien
Bombay Division 2:75 12,35 ’
Poona Division 8,46 2,10
Aurangabad Division 9,95 1,60
Nagpur Division 3.75 3,50
Maharashtra State 5450 6,00

Scheduled tribaes are concentrated in the hilly tracts of Thana,
Nasik, Dhulia and Jalgaon districts of Western Maharashtra, while
eyual concentration is visible in Chandrapur, Bhandara, Yeotmal
and Amraoti districts of Vidarbha.

On the whole, it may be sald that about 15% of Maharashtra's
pepulation is traditionally placed at the lowest ladder and so
socially handlcapped, Persons bhelonging to other castes who are
placed betweaﬁ the high castes of Brahmin and Maratha at the top
and Scheduled castes and tribes at the bottom are a2lsc suffering
from low status in social hierarchy, The Bralmin caste is a small

minority (one quess is about 5¥%), Traditionally it is the holliest
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and highest placed group claiming privileges in all walks of life,
Immgdiately before the advent of the British Rule, political
power in Maharashtra was effectively weilded by the Peshwas,

i.e,, Brahmins., They enjoyed high positions in the state services;
and even in village life, they were soclally and economically at the
top. Many of them were landlords and some had flourishing business
of moneyelending. In the early days of British Raj, many of them
took to modern educationvand flocked the ranks of imperial
sexvices as well as the newly rising liberal professiong, Thus
the dominance of Brhmin caste was felt in every walk of life in
the 19th gcentury.

Maratha is the biggest single caste growp, Traditionally
it is placed next to Brahmins. Some of them had shared political
power at the centre as well as in the village; but the average
Maratha was engaged in agricuiture. Bereft of education, he was
handicapped in many ways and shared the plight of other lowly
castes, The low caste men were mainly traditional artisans and
handloraftsmen, who were named as Bara Balutedars and Alutedars.
They were socially handicapped and economically dependent upon the
peasantry. Scheduled caste people were treaged as untouchables,
Thﬁy'were‘to serve the community at lagge and receive a few

crumbs daily. for thelr existence,

This was the camposition. of Hindu community which accounted
for about 85% of the popuiation of the state, Muslims, who arc
about l0% are the largest single religious minority. Politically
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they had been iq an advantageous position, But many of the social
customs and particularly the caste system of Hindus, have been
asgimilated by the Muslims who face similar 1£f not worse, sceclal

pmblemsa4

In Satara District particular, according to 1941 census,
i.e4, exXcluding Phaltan, Oundh and Sangli States, the population
of Scheduled castes, other Hindus, Muslims and Scheduled Tribes

were as followss

Tablen2’
le Fanale
Scheduled castes 86,093 89,216
Other Hindus 5,33,098 5,43,632
Muslinms 25,168 24,422
Scheduled Tribes 509 505
Total 13,02,643

In this Table only the broad division is shown, Among Hindus,
40,835 were Brahmins and 7,116,973 were Marathas, Marathas
constitute more than 55% of the total populations This single
caste, though socially next to Brahmins, was cducationally
backwérﬁ. They were small 1and-éwners. very proud of their ancest.
ral land, But the land was not much productive for want of
1rr;gated water supply. Naturalily, the crop was dependent on the
rain.'Caéh crops were rare, Some, who had thelr own water supply,

usually from well, had some cash crops,
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The economic landscape of urban and rural areas is basically
different, In rural areas, which constitute 71% of Maharashtra,
there is a rich land owner at the top with traders and moneye
lenders as the next powerful class, These two together account
for about $% of the rural population, Next in the hierarchy is
middle sized peasant proprietor who is self.employed and
comparatively an independent class. It accounts for about 30%.
Next 10% consist of artisans and handicraftsmen, The remaining
55% are the small peasants and landless labourers whe have to toil
on the land of the rich landlords, There is a direct conflict of
interests between these two groups while the middle peasants are
confronted with the problems perpetuated by the state, the moneys
lender and the wholegale trader, Scheduled Caste people are

generally landless,

Though the caste division was similar to those of general
Maharashtra, economic conditions are slightly different in Satara
District, Nineteenth ceptury Satara dlstrict geographically was
consisted of today's Satara and Sangli districts excluding four
important Princely states, l,e,, Phaltan, Oundh, Sangli and Miraj.
Phaltan and Qundh and some talukas of Sangli state were merged in
Satara district in 1947. A separate district was made out of Sangli
and Miraj states. These two districts were named North Satara and
South Satara respectively, aAfter some pericd these dlstricts were
re.named ag Satara and Sangli districts,

In Satara district major portion of the rural population
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was of small landholders, Big landlords were negligible, The
common peasant was toller at the same time the owner, His land
wag small in size, He could not afford to engage labourers on a
big scale, His famlly mernbers used to work on land. Of course,
in season, he had to engage some labour but that was on a small
scale., In rural area there was a small class of landless people,
At the end of the 19th century and the beginning of 20th century
these landless people were either attracted towards newly
established industries, mainly Bombay, or to military. The
Scheduled caste people were generally landless but same among
them had a small land and in a way such were small peasants,
Artisans were also small landholders, In the villages there wvas
a small class i,e., of Brahmins, who were Kulkarnis (revenue
accountant) oz money lenders 'and some Gujaratis who were traders
and also money-lenders. This class was very small in number but
had economic power im hand, This is the plcture that gradually
emerged during the last century and a half,

The urban sectcor, inclusive of modern largee.scale industry,
trade and transport was almost non.existent at the beginning of
the 19th century. The nucleus was formed by the middle of the
century and its growth recorded rapid progress in laterx days,
particularly after World War Is: Geographlcally, the spread out
of industrial development may be indicgted as followa, There is
a heavy concentration of manufacturing industries as also of
transport complex in and arcund Bombay., In the Konkan, but for
the small patch of Khopoli, there are no industries. Ragpur is
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next in the line. There are textile, handleom engineering,
printing and bidl industries located there, Solapur is an o0ld
industrial centre, while Poona and Nasik were upcoming. Sugar
industry is concentrated in Kelhapur, Sangli, Satara, Solapur,
Poona and Nagpur districts, while XKolhapureIchzlkaranii complex
is proud of its engineeging and powerloem industries, Marathwada
is still thirsting for industries; thore is only one textlle
mill at Nanded and another at aAurangabad, A few ginning and
pressing factories are sprinkled over the five districts,

In Satara district industrialisation started only in 20th
century with the establishment of Kirloskar Engineering Works
in 1910, in modern sense of the term, After independence with
the development of irrigation and electric supply f£rom Koyana
Project increased the growth of cash erops, mainly sugarcane,
Sugarcane gave nomentum to the growth of sugar industry in other
districts of western Mabarashtra, i.e., Kolhapur, Sangli, Solapur,

Poona and Nagar,

During the last 150 years a number of individual
organisations contributed to the growth of the leftist movement,
Their efforts may be classifled in four broad categeries, namely,
a) Social revolutionaries, b} Protagonists of peasantry, ¢) Trade

Unions, and &) Political paruies.6

The development of leftist movement may also be divided

into three broad periods of history, narmely:
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1) Fall of peshwas to bhreakout of World War I: 1818 to 1914,
2} VWorld War I to Independences 1914 to 1947,

3} Post-independence periods 1947 to 1960,

Lokhitwadl arrived at the conclusion that the dominance of
the priestly c¢lass and Brahminic culture in general was
responsible for the soclal as well as material degencration of
society, The newly educated class, that was slowly emerging,
responded favourably to this theme whict{ was further debated and
persued by social reformers like M.G. Ranade and G.G, Agarkar,
But since majority of these reformers from Balshastri Jambhekar
to Agarkar belonged to upper caste, thelp efforts at effecting
social peforms were restricted to that small crust of society
which was soclelly privileged and occupationally belonging to
middle class, Even their efforts were gecgraphically restricted
to the ¢ities like Poona and Bombay. They could not reach the
lower classes even in urban areca, leave aside the rural peasants

and the untouchables.

This need was fulfilled by Mahatma Jyctiba Phooley, He
declared open reveolt against the hierarchical structure of
society and the priestly deminance. In his anxiety to drive home
his point, he criticlised the role of the Bralmins in general,
Speclally noteworthy is his attack on the various ways- by which
the Brahmins were exploiting the lowly castes, As priest as
high official, as liberal professional, as landlord and as
money-lender, the Brahmin was, Phooley held, exploiting the
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farmer and the menlal servant, both socially and economically.
He exhorted the lowly castes to rise against the tyrannical
structure founded in the name of Chaturvarnya., He advocated
adoption of new, more ethlical and humane religion which he
tried to found by the name "Sarvajanik Satya Dharma”.

Not restricting himself to vocal protests, he started
schools for the untouchable and later for women. His activities
inspired new yision and confidence amongst all the lowly castes
who were the victims of age-0ld Brahminical domimnce. To
channelisge all these activities, Phooley formed Satya Shodhak
Samaj in 1873, He trlied to muster coogeration of many lndividuals
and groups for spreading education and initiating new customs
to replace Bral'min»domina‘ted old ones, This was an effort at
institutionallising sccial reform activities,

Satya Shodhak Samaj assumed signlificant importance in
later days. Shahu Chhatrapati played an important role in
spreading this movement. In the first two decades of the 20th
century Kolhapur and after 1920 Satara district ware the
important centres of Satya Shodhak Samaj.

In Satara district Satya Shodhak Movement begame more
active after 1920 i.c., after World War, Before war the common
man of the district was indifferent to the activities around
nim, Again three states, namely, Sangli, Miraj and Oundh which
vere included in Satara district after independence were Brahmin
ruled states, Naturally, the movement could not take roots
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in the early phase, But after war the newly educated parsons £rom
Kolhapur state, under the guidance of Shahu Maharaj took the lead,
These leaders were either Jains or Marathas, Under their leadership

the Satya Shodhak movement f£lourished in Satara district,

On the economic front, peasant problems were forcefully
projected during the latter half of the nineteenth century. The
British had changed the land revenue system basically., For the
£irst time, the principle of state ownership of all the lands got
translated into administrative practice, The assessment used to be
revised after thirty years and at every revision it was increased
by 20 to 77, Payment was to be in cash, This caused great
handicap to the peasantry whose ranks were swelling due to the
closure of handicrafts which could not stand competition of the
British.made and imperially protected goods, The adninistration
became more tight and recoveries more ruthless, Agaln, Indian
agrienlture, which was of subsistance.type for so long came to be
entered into the complex of international markets, This naturally

caused friation.7

While the peasant was being circumscribed by new administre.
ative and camiercial practices, the famines became more fregquent
and intense, The peasantry is proverblally submissive much more
so in India., The peasant could not dare to speak out his difflcult.
ies before the alien ruler, But the conditions were too acute,

The discontent brewing so long brushed out in the form of the

Deccan riots, The British took note of the gravity of the situation
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and appointed a Famine Commission in 1880, Mahatma Phooley
submitted a mamorandum on behalf of the peasants in 1882, In the
following year he published a book. "Cultivators' Whipcord" in
which he discussed the farmers' problem in detail, He advocated
a number of ameliorative measures, He also exhorted the cultivata

ors to change their antiquated methods and take to new techniques,

Ranade also wrote in the Sarvajanik Sabha journal that
exXcept in the case of Vasudeo Balwant, the motive of the rioters
was economic and not political as believed by officials. Ranade
made a penetrating amalysis of the riots. He argued that the
ultimate responsibility for them lay with the Govermment, who
by levying excessively high land revenue did not leave any cholce
to the cultivator but to borrow from the hard hearted moneye
lender, which resulted in the riots and attacks on moneyelenders,

The Government vas forced to take some amelicrative steps,
The Acts were passed in 1883 and 1884, enabling the Govermment to
advance taccavi loans t¢ the cultivators, Irridation works also
received greater attention, But on the whole the performance
of the Coverrment was quite unsatisfactory. So, the leaders of
the newly fommed Indian National Congress had to devote theipr
energy for venting the grievances of the peasants, Padabhai
Naoroji in particular rendered sterling service to the peasants'
cause, He campaigned in England as well as in India, t0 pressurise
the Government +to lessen the burden put on the peasants! weak

shoulders and to take positive measures to strengthen them,
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Lokmanya Tilak also joined hands with him and blasted the
goverment for its misdeeds and inaction during the £amine of
1898.1200, All these efforts generated public pressure which
forced Lord Curzon, the then Viceroy to appoint Inspector General
of Agriculture in 1901, In‘ the Warhad areas of C.P, and Berar,
agriculture and substitution of fooderops by cash crops was
aggravating the problem of food supply; so, some local leaders
came forward to present these problems to the govermment and to
the public, but it was largely left to the Indlan Hational Congress
to act as an advocate of the peasant, The govermment, in the

early days of the twentioth century, took a few more steps. In
1904 a cocperation law was passed which was replaced in 1912 by

a better act. Extension of Arrigation was also attended to, But
the main problem yviz,., heavy assessment and exploitation by the
meneye.lenders, remained unsolved. Problem of prices of agricultipal
preduce, particularly of cotton, assumed serious proportion, But
no systematic efforts were made to organise the peasant to

press £or his demands.a

In 1885 newly educated persons from all over India formed
Indian National Congress at Bombay, At the beginning, under the
influence of the moderates the organisation engaged itself in
submitting petitions to the Goverrment, making demands like more
seats in the Indian Civil Service for Indlans, more elected seats
in the Leglslative Council, etc., but the demands were hardly met,
The resultant discontent was marshalled by Lokmanya Tilak for
militant programmes directed against the British rule, In his
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anxiety to forge widest possible united front of all the classes
against the British rule, Tilak extended support to the demands
of Khots, indegenous industriallists and businessmen, Nevertheless
the Congress cont:}.nﬁed to serve as watchdog of the working

classes and tolling peasants.g

The peasants and workers generally looked to the Congress as
their £riend and gulide, That is why, when Tilak was sentensed for
trangportation in 1208, the workers of Bombay spontancously went
on one.day strike, which was the first political strike in

Maharashtra, or for that matter in Indla,

The Congress of those timeg was hardly an organisatione It
used to meet c;nce a year and pass resolution., Delegates from
various centres used to attend, Marathwada remained outside the
sphere of Infiluence cof the Congress during this perlod, while
vidarbha threw wp a number of nationalist leaders like Dadasaheb
Khaparde and Veer Vamanrao Joshi, Bombay and Poona, however,
continued to be the hotebeds of political activity. Congress
politics varied decisively from Bombay to Poona.

High tawation and frequent famines reduced farmors to
growing indebtedness in Satara dlstrict also., The money lenders
exploited the peasants, There 18 a reference to the District
Assocliation submitting an application signed by hundreds of
people concerned, on 18th December 1868, against a certain land
legislation, This was f£ollovwed by another association established
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on 26th June 1870 at a meeting held in Public Libzary at Satara.
Amongst the leaders of those days, one finds a reference to

Ganesh Vasudeo Joghi alias Sarvajanik Kaka.lo

There were three branches of the Sarvajanik Sabha in
Satara dlstrict, i.e., at Satara, Wal and Karad by 1871. The
Sabha at Satara was founded on May 28, 1871, by Ganesh Narayan
Kolhatkar and Krishna Sakhatam Mahajani, Shri Nanasaheb Valdya
established it at Wai, Shri Gundacharya Ghaisashi established at
Karad on 13th August, 1871. As the Sabha had supported the rights
of 0ld Indian princes, Pant Pratinidhl of Aundh and Pant Sachiv
of Bhor took keen interest in the deliberation of the Sabha, The

Wal unit of Sarvajanik Sabha worked most ﬂeligently.ll

The Sarvajanik Sabha at Satara did well in representing
the grievance§ of the people of the district to the Government,
In the year 1872 a protest was raiged in the district against
the increase in Salt Tax, In the same year the workers in the
district collected a Khandesh relief fund to which Karad branch
of Sarvajanik Sabha alone contributed Rs. 100« The Sabha arranged
for the lectures by Sadashiv Racjli Govande and Sarvajanlk Kaka
in 1874.12
Sabha in Satara district was the establishment of arbitration
courts at Satara in 1876 and at Wai in 1877,13

The most spectacular achlevement of the Sarvajanilk

In the year 1883.84, Shri Raghunath Pandurang alias
Dadasaheb Karandikar at Satara, Nanasaheb Valdya at Wal and
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R.V. alias Bhausaheb Bhagwat of Karad devoted themselyes to
propogating advantageous aspects of the provisions of Farmers'
Debt Relief aAct for accruing benefits for the famme:a.14

In the year 1886, Satara Sarvajanik Sabha submitted its
representation to the Finance Committee in which it diverted the
attention of Government to such items in which expenses could

be scrapped,

A contemporary Marathl newspaper 'Shubhsuchak' reported on
4th October, 1891, that the muititudes of farmers from Karad and
Patan were seen gathering around Collectort's residence o regain
the grazing fields, This would show how the farmers and peasants
of Karad and Patan had become consclous of the problems facing
them and the Sabha was the main instrument of this consclousness,
Sarvajanik Sabha was thus responsible for creation of general
consciousness among the farmerss And its activities represented
the early stage of awakening in Satara distpict. The Sabha, in
1ts next stage which began in 1885, comenced the work of
propogating the Congress activity, With the emergence of Indian
National Congress the actlvity of the Sabha slowly relegated to
the background as it £failed to cateh the growling imagination
of the pecple. Uliimately, Covermment of Bombay Presidency
withdrew 1ts recognition to Sarvajanik Sabha on 1885 and people

then naturally changed f£rom Sabha to Congress,

Famersg were the backbone of Satara distpict as the bulk of
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the population was of fammers. The Congress leaders of the district
were careful in paying attention to the problems of the peasantry,
Shri Dadasaheb Karandlkar the veteran leader to make peasants |
congclous of thelr problems, was creating sffects on peasantry

in its awakenling,

During the regime of Viceroy Curzon the conditicns were

5 In 1901, there was a bill proposed to increase the

preblanatie:.l
rate of land revenue, Shri Dattcpant Supanckar, a pleader from
Karad sent a memorandum signed by the representatives of the farmers
to the Govermment and cpposed the ensuing land Revenue Bill,

Shri Balaji Damodar Hasabnisz of Vategaon boldly appeared before

the Famine Commission of 21st Januvary, 1901 and repregented the

cagse for famine hit people in the district.ls

The representations of farmers signed by about 3035 men
were subinitted to the Goverrment from the villages named Sangav
(Taluka Walwa), Dudhgaon and Limb, These representations were
obviously the reactions to the coming Land Revenue Bill, Shri
Bhagwanrao Deshmukh of Shirala and Vagudeorac Thatte of Satara
critically studled every provision of the Act and represented
the popular feeling in their memorandum, Bombay Government defying
all opposition passed the proposed land revenue bill. The public
workers of Karad and Wail, in a public meeting held in Ghate
Theatre on 5th September 1901 exXpressed their diacontent,

In 1905.6 the Ack increasing the land revenue by 75% was
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made applicable to Poona, Satara and Sholapur and Nagpur
districts, The act placed the farmers in a difficult situation,

Shri Dadasaheb Karandikar organised peagsants as a part of
Swadeshi movement in the year 1904, Various farmers' conferences
were organised, One was organised on lith November 1906 at
Jawall and it was attended by 800 farmers., The next, presided
over by Shri Dattatraya Kashinath Mahabaleshwarkar, was held on
13th October 1907, at Mhasave., The third conference was held on
5¢th April, 13908 at Kasabe Kudal and was presided over by
Karandikar himgself. Shri Narayan Gangadhar Deshpande was the
volunteer of Peasant Organisation in Jawali Taluka. The aim of
these farmers' conferences was to create among the farmers the
awareness of their own problems and also géne’rate in them a
sense of national awakening. These activities of creating
peasant awareness took many dimensions, An exhibition of
agriculture products was organlised in Karad, It was kept open
for ten days. During the course of the exhibltion lectures were
also arranged for the benefit of farmers., On 1llth August 1906,
Shri Dandekar and Shri Shinde of agriculture department spoke
on growing cotton, Next day Dadasaheb Karandikar deliwvered an
advisory speech to the farmers,

In 1912 Agriculture Commissicon stayed at Satara for 6 days
and recorded the evidences of men like Ganapatrao Phansalkar who
stressed that the Govermment should take proper care to

ameliorate the conditions of famers.”
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These were, thus, the efforts made during the early phase
of national awakening in Satara to create awareness among the
peagants, The movemant of the peasant awakening in Satara district
wag not antithetical to Congress but was with a view to helping
Congress in its activities in the district to make its programme

18

broad-basad, Ancther featurs of this movement was the leaders

of the movenent were all Brakmins,

The development of coeoperative sector in Satara district
egspecially from the beginning of the 20th century had a favourable
effect upon the future course of politicsl activity, As early as
188586 Sir Calvin the great economist, had warned against the
serious economic conditions of the people, None but Shri Vithal
Laxman Kavathekar of Wal, who was a schoolmate of Lokmanya
Tilak, understood the meaning of Sir Calvin's warning and
suggested the cooperative economy a8 the only way out, In 1504
Cooperative Credit Socleties Act was passed and the Act gave a
legal sanction to the cooperative activities, During the next 50
yvears afiter the act more than 50% villages of Bombay Presidency
came to have cooperative institutions covering 30% of the total
population of thet:)ﬁtate into the cocperative getivities .,19 With
the growth of cooperative movement the importance and influence
of the money lenders was considerably diminished in Satara
district, There is a stray reference which indlcates that a social
reformer (Satyashodhak) Shri Keshavrao Vichare, then living at
Satara Road, attempted to bring about progressive developments im

the cooperative bank of Satara district.zo
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1914.1947

The gecond period is marked by momentous events like the;: two
Worlid Wars, the Depregsion of 1930, formation of Communist Party
in 1923, formatlon of Congregs Sceialist Party in 1934 and the
dawn of Indian Independence accompanied by the part'it;ion of the

countey.

During this period, social regeneration activitieg and
power-politics were intertwined, Some leaders of Satya Shodhak
Movement, ag also of the Congress, supported war efforts and
actively propagated for recrultment ete. The former, in return,
received official sppreciation and a few favours. The British
dmmediately after war, detlared constitutional reforms based on
Montford Report. The Govermment of India Ack of 1919 conferred
some autonomous powers on Prévincial Governments, Component of
elected representatives was intreased in the Central Legislative
Asgenbly and was provided in sizable measufe in the newly formed

provincial councils,

Allpcation of seats in the Bonbay Leglslative Council was

asg shown in the table.3 given on the next page. 21

Franchise to elect rural seats was conferred on peasants
payixig annual land revenue between RS, 10 and Ras.. 50 and thoge
paying more were termed as landholders who enjoyed the privilege

of separate constituency,



Allocation of seats in the Bombay Legislative Council

NonsMohammedan Urban Seats

ve e Rural ,,
Mohammedan Urban Seats
'y Rural .,

Buropean Seats
Landholders' Seats
University

commerce and Industry Seats

Bombay Chamber of Commerce
Karachi Chambar of Commerce
Bombay Traders' Assoclation

Bombay Millowners' Assoclation
Ahmedabad Millowners' Assoclation

Indian Merchants' Chamber
Cotton Trade

Repregentatives appointed by nomination

Anglo-Indians .
Indian Christians
Depressed Classes
labour

Others

Official Seats

Exwofficlio
Neminated

(Bombay Landholders were also given two seats in

the Central Legislative Assembly)

11
35

22

R I YN

= b M e

14

Total

*
-

Total

46

27

i)

i1l
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The Indlan National Congress expressed dissatisfaction over
these because in lts opinlon they f£ell far too short of the
democratic aspirations of the people, Under the leadership of

Mahatma Gandhi, it launched a natlonewide movement in 1920.

The Maharashtra, the rural gentry who came to be aszociated
with the Satya Shodhak movement, took a different view, They
preferred to utilise opportunities offered by the Act of 1919,
plus the expanding fileld of activities of the District Local
Boards, Getting engrossed in election politics they neglected

other activities of the movement, viz., educational and reformist,
Inside the legislative Council, they formed the Non.Bralmin Party
and generally sided with the imperial rulers. Slowly they lost
contact and follovwing even amongst the Maratha peasantry, many

of whom, led by Keshavrao Jedhe, turned to the Congress,

Satara district was not axception to this in at least
political matter, The Satya Shodhsk leaders in Satara district
also took opportunity to take part in the field of District Local
Board., With a large proporticn of Maratha i.2., 56%, important
contacts with businessmen like D,B. Cooper and involved with a
tenants' rebellion non-Brahmin party attained significant majority
in the district, But fortunately they did not leose the touch with
educational or reformlist activitlesy; and the credit of this goes
to shri Bhakao DPatil, He himself was a staunch Satya Shodhak, He
tock part in programmes of Satya Shodhak Samaj, gave speeches.
Idke other Satya Shodhak leaders he never neglected others!
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polnts of view, His Rayat Shikshan Sanstha was a modal
educaticnal institution for downtreoddens, He never ddfferentiated

between the boys on caste, religion or economic status,

Satara District became famous for two things in Satya Shodhak
movements One was Satyashodhaki Tamashas and other was peasant

rebelions These two need discussion previsely.

Satva Shodhak Tamaghass With the penstration of Satyashodhak
thinking into the solidly peasant.based
reas of Batara dlstrict thewe came an innovation in the form of
compurndcations that was to have great impact throughout
Maharashtra. Samajists uged poetey, religious style kirtans, and
singing performances t¢o spread their message and to overcome the
communication basriers felt by wpperatlass None.Brahming, But Satara
gave a new form to this propaganda by introducing Tamashas, a
popular £olk drama, The pioneer of tha first real Satyashodhak
Tamashas was one Maratha peasant, Ramchandra Ghadge of Kale, a
large agricultural village in Satara, Ghadge was deseribed as z
very poor man with some éducation upto fourth standard, Ghadge
began his troupe around 1%15; by 1925 there vwere twentynine
identifiable tamashas in Western Maharashtra, out of which twelve

wera from Satara aistrict,

The tamasha of Jotirao Phalke of Satara Road, whose songs
vere written by the poest Tukaram Bhosale and inspired by Keshavrao
vichare, seems to have represented a particularly pure form of
Satyashodhak ideclogy. They mocked almost all the sacred religious
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books and traditional stories of the origins of gods and castes,
and attacked vicjorously popular religious traditionsz, such as
the Pandharpur cult and the fast growing cult of Satyanarayan
Puja, Other tamashas, however, could represeént a more campromising
approach, Censrally speaking, he tamashas praised modern science
and education, mocked the sacred books and religlous traditions
in thelr songs, dlalogues and plays in the iconoclastic
Satyaghodhak fashicon, they ¢ited sacred Hindu texts to show thelrp
contradictions, 2and in general tamashas played a prominent role
in forming and spreading a popular Maharashtrian culture of
religious cefomn and pevolt against caste, Finally, in Satara
district itself, where the tamasha movement was the strongest,

it became invelwved in economic revolt as well.az

Sotara Rebellion

In many ways Satara 1s a quintessential Maharashtrlan
district, Hisﬁozicaily it wag a centrs of Shivaji's own kingdom,
Geographically it stands between Poona district, the centre of
Chitpavan Brahman power, zand the State of Kolhapur, centre of
aristocratic Maratha power, Soclally, it had the highest
parcentage of Maratha Kunbis in the Degecan (86% according to 1931
census! a representative proportion of Bralmins, untouchables
and allied castes, but no tribal population, It was in many ways
a typical peasant district and had almost ne landlessness but a
very high percentage of f£ragmented small holdings. Politically

it has heen a pacessetier for Maharashtra., If teoday Maharashtra
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appears to be a Congress Party stronghold, it is in Satara that
the power of the Congress seems most secure and it is frem this
district that the most powerful politicians in the state have come.
Y+.B. Chavan, who has risen gbove regional politics and once
counted the murber two man in the country, Vasantrao Patil, now
the Chief Minister of Maharashtra and another former Chief
Minister, Babasahel Bhosale and many other State Ministers belong
to this Digerict, I in 1942 the Indlian masses responded to
Gandhi's call for the British to Quit India" with an uprising
that went far beyond Gandhian non.violence, it was in Satara

that this resulted in a *Parallel CGovermment' underground
movement that swept much of the district out of British control,.
Finally, it was Satara dlstrict that became, in 1920, a stronghold
of the noneBralmin party and the Satyashodhak Samaj.23

In regard to the agricultural developments, Satara was on
the whole typical of other Deccan districts; it was going through
the same underlying changes that generated a high proportion of
poor peasants by 1931, It had no significant canal irrigated
areas, but by the 1920s some agricultural progress was occurring
with the sale of iron ploughs by Kirloskar and Cocper Englneering
Works, especially in the Southern talukas. among its distinguishe
ing features was the fact that it had a higher proportion of
immigrants going to Bombay for work than almest any other Deccan
district as mentioned in the previous chapter, which may have

aided peasants in maintaining at least some of thelr small
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landholdings,

There was significantly high proportion of nonecultivating
landlords (Lec., of land cultivated by tenants) particularly in
the plains arecas of the dlstrict, The Satara Gazetteer of 1880s
had described in detall many of the larger villages and towns of
the district showing that especially in the south there were
significant groups of moneys.lenders and traders including
Bralmins and Marvari.Gujar money.lenders, Braimins in thisg district
were characterized as having & propensiby to invest in land, and
1t was similarly sald that the bulk of the unskilled labour of
the district is done by the poor Kumbis, Dhangars, Vadars, Ramoshis,
and Mahars, Since there was ilttle sigmificant ¢hallongs to
Brahmin' s moneyslending power before 1920, and since 1t vasg
almost undverdally held chat noneBrahmin landlords cultivabed
their own lands (f.e., possibly with the help of hired help but
not through tenants), there ssemns no reason not Lo concluds
that a very high proportion of the land and of the best iand,
had passed o outsiders who vwere mainly Brakming or Marvari or
cujar moneyslenders, Formerly prosperfous peéasants were increasing.
1y joining low caste Mahars, Mangs and Ramoshis as field
labourers or tehants on land they once owned, Some technological
progress in agriculture and a slightly improved labour demand
around 1920 would strengthen thelr situation somewhat but only
add to the tensions as they sought to recoup a little of their

losses,
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The branches of Satyashodhak movement sprang up in Satara
district after 1918, Their propoganda created an awarenaess among

the peasants,

Brahmin newspapers criticised the movement as an attack on
Dharma, and Brahmans in Satara ciistrict.zé While upper-class
nonsBrahmin leaders tended to ignore it. What actually happened
was that it provoked a revolt of tenants against Brahmins and

Marwaris and also landlords,

The process of rebelllon in the southern talukas began with
the arrival of Satyashodhak idealogy via the tamashas which
ferociously mocked traditioned religious customs and érahmin
claims to superiority, Religious attacks were evidently part of
all the events thai follywed; peasants not only refused to call
Brahmins f£or thelr owﬁ religlous ceremonies, but also interpupted
the Brahmins® own ceremonies, vioclated temples, broke ildols and
polluted wells; according to Brahmin witnesses., they indulged
in obscenities not only about the gods but regarding Brahmin

women as weli.zs

But the major thrust was econcmic. The District Collector,
E.E. Moygsey referred to violence involving Mangs, Ramoshis and
other village huligans aimed at extorting f£ood and monsy, and

stated:

"1 am far from denying that crimes have been committed
against Brahmins, but exXperience gained in the enguiries
shows that acts of vioclence have been committed against them
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not asg Brahmins but as unpopular landlords or monevelenders,
and that Brahmins in a village against whom no grievance has
been felt, have gencrally been allowed €0 live in peace oye
A movement is pow developing not to pay more than half the
gross produce as rent instead of the 2/3 or 3/4 as has been
the custom hithecto, Host of the nonecultivating landlords
being Bralmins, they believe that the movement and the
consequent boyeott of gheir lands is directed against them
as a clasfs".%

Thus, boycotis of land by tenants, as well as by the service
castes were attempted very early, Bubt this evidently proved
difiicult to organize, glven unity and firmness on the part of
the landlords and the constant pressure of population on the land
which allowed them to bring in outsiders as labourers, something
they fregquently reported doing, Brahnin witnesses €laimed that
tenants were loyal, and that if they boycotted it was oaly dus to
instigation ané harassment by other villagers, One, however,
pointed out a deeper fact, Ethough his tenanis had reselved to
poycott, as the sowing time the tenants came and tllled the land,
They had understood that we would file sults against them and
the Satyasamajists would not come te help them, 27 The statement
reflected a general Brahmin confidence in their backing by the

courts,

Unable to mount a unified rent strike, rebels turned o other

methods long characteristic of oppressed Indian peasantry, They
harvested the landlords' crops forcibly for themselves; looted

and burned houses: engaged in beatings; in five cases it was
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simply sald that Brahmins were chased away fram the village,
Further, three Brahmins who had been members of Municipalities,
taluka boards and cooperatives reported that they had resigned

due to haraasmént.za

Clearly, the rebellion was taking a complex
form and represented the surfacing of a general power struggle,
primarily over tenants' rights and lands but also against Brahmin
religious dominance and connected with struggles within
cooperatives and in the district local boards. Thus, isolated
instances of tenant rebellion after the maln outburst in 1919.21
plus efforts of non.Brahmins to interfere with Brahminedominated

relligious festivals, were all part of this power struggle,

In connection with the general pover struggle, the peasants
of Satara were for the first time able to get at least a degree
of higherelovel support. Bralmins had the advantage of a legal
system thet give them full rights against their tenants and one
that was further neavi;y staffed with Brahmin magistrates and
clerks. Against this noneBralmins could appeal to relatively
friendly Dritish administrators, such as Moysey and Bagkerville.,
Satara, furthermore, had cvidently the only Maratha Deputy Collector
in the presidency in buduskar, who had been involved in Maratha
educational organizations and was accused of favouring the

Satyashodhak in allowing Tamasha performances to be hald.zg

But as far as the tenants' rebellion itself was concerned
the elite provided some idealoglical impetus and adnindstrative
facilitation, but no real leadership. The primary organization of
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the tenants' efforts as boycotts, stcs was local, involving
village pecple and to some extent the tamasha leaders themselves,
There were, however, two Satyashodhak leaders of importance who
were named as providing real organization of rebellion, One of
these urging peasant boycott and himself leading anti.religious
efforts was Keshavrao Vichare, a Maratha Station Master at Satara
Road, He propogated a particularly radical) form of Satyashodhak
ideplogy which developed into an open atheism and an opposition to
all forms of idolworship., In 1921 he gave up his service and
became active in organizing night schools and Satyashodhak
branches throughout the district, with an extensive network of
friends he was perhaps ltg most influencial local leadsr and
eventually became a membar of the District Local Board and
Chaipman of its School Board. He later made efforts to organize
net simply cooperatives but collective farms. He along with

scme other core Satyashodnak workers, remalned aloof from the

national movanent after 1930, 30

ananda Swaml, an organizer of one of the tamashas, inveolved
in the rebellion, was the other important Satyashodhak leader
and in many ways is one of the most mysterious and intriguing
figures in the entire non.Brahmin movement, He was poor peagant
£from Ahmednagar district and was similar to other figures in
India around this period vwhe emerged as soclal radicals within
the Sadhu tradition. He is reported to have engaged in decoity
for both nationalist causes and economic rebellion., This activity

evidently embarrassed mnany noneBrahmin leaders who tended to
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claim that he was not really a Satyashodhak Samajist, or that
there were *'two Anandswamis', After his involvement with the
Satara tenants' rebellion, he moved to Buldhana district in
vVidarbha, He ié described as a charismatic figure with a reputa.
tion of supernatural escape from the police and an uneducated
but clever man., Like Javalkar., Anandswami was one of the Satyase
shodhak leaders who combined cultural radicalism with organiza.
tion for econcmic and nationalist revolution, but in the context
of conservative consolidation after 1930, he was more or less

forgotten, 32

After looking to the facts of various aspects of the Satkara
rebellion, Dr, Gail Cmvedt came to the interesting conclusions,
She says, the Satara rebellion compares favourably in terms of
villages affocted both with the Deccan rlots of 1875 and with
Gandhi's 1928 Bardoli campaign,s Yet the DBeccan riots, though
not directed against the Govermment, were seen as sufficiently
threatening to invoke a £ull.scale investigatory commlssion and
a revision in agricultural policy leading to the Degcan Agricultur.
ists Relief act, they remain one of the most famous nineteenth
century Indian peasant uprisings, And the Bardoll campaign was
both defined as dangerous by the Government and as a model to
imitate by Congress leaders everywhere., In the case of the Satara
rebeilion, however, the Government had enough other worries and
evidently felt secure enough with a modest alliance with the
non.Brahmin elite to minimize the sltuation. And the Brahmin elite
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which still controlled the newspapers as well as the Congress
Party, utterly refused to recognize the rebellion as any thing

but 'atrocities' committed against religion,

By and large, the non.Brahmin elite acgulesced in ignoring
the economic implications of the rebellion, At an unofficial level
it provided some inspiration, but the non.Brahmin party ag a whole
was too tied to uppere.class rural interests to take a rebellion
involving tenants and labourers ag a model o imitate; for some time
afterwards party meetings and Satyashodhak conferences contended

themselves with insisting that thelr movement was not violent,

The rebellion alsc illustrates the interaction of cultural
and economic factors in revolt. Cultural interest of antia-
Brahminism helped provide scme uppersclass support that made 1t
possible for lower classes to rebel in Satara, But the signifilcance
of cultural rebellion goes bevond this. While the motlve of the
wprising was at base economic, the speclal role of cultural
tradition has to be taken into account. The pover of an elite
is based on religlous sanctions and longeaccepted prestige l.e..
cultural hegemony as well as economic and political powsr, Poor
—peasants required a sense of right on their side and an ideology
that rejected this status. The peasant soclety of Satara was
being disrupted by externally caused capitalistic forces, but
bacause those who benefitted first were the traditid;ielite the
fight. against them required a revolt against tradition as well,
And it was this ideology of revolt that the leaders of the
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Satyashodhak movement provided,

Finally, the Satara rebellion provides an illustration of
the split between cultural, economic and national revolutionary
forces in India, Most of the elite noneBrablmin spokesmen of the
cultural revolt ignored the economic rebellion thelr own movement
had stimulated, largely because of thelir own economic interests.
Similarly, nationalist leaders, still drawn largely from Brahmin
and merchant castes, supported land movements dlrected againat
the Government, like noatax campaigns, but consistently drew the
line at movements against Indian landlords, i.e., no.rent
campaigns, the result for the national movement itself, was a
£requent dampening of campaigns and reluctance to really draw in
the masses, Finally the Indian Cmuniihs of the 1920s aspiring
leaders of an economic revelution, had emerged f£rom the ranks of
young, wmilitant Brahmin nationalists in Maharashtra, with the
result that the analysis they applied to the non.Brabnin movenent
appeared to derive from Sadashivpeth rather than Moscow, As thelr

first Bombay newspaper put its

The none.Brahmin movement is a big hunbug ..
The spirit of the movenent is absolutely narrow,
Its mainstay is communal hatred. There is no
economic basis in the movement, 32

The refusal to admit any economic base was significant, Had the
communits analyzed the non«.Brahmin movement as a peasante-based

movennent33 they would have been forced to deal with it more
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serlously than they did, It was clear that of Marxiste.leninist
ideology the peasantry was seen as a ‘democratic' ally of the
working classes in a period of anti.feoudal revolution, a more
consistent ally than the vaclllating bourgeoisie. Mabarashtrian
comnunists condemned the natlorallist leadership, but they placed
themselves within the nationallist tradition with their admiratlon
of leaders such as Tilak, while they £found no similar significance
in the peasant baged tradition of cultural economic revolt, They
themselves, in this early period, were 1ln no position to become
leaders of peasants, but they falled to develop relaticnship

with those who were, One result was that not until fifteen years
later did Maharashtgian Communists even begin to develop a rural
base, They were victims of the colonial situation in the beginning

as much as gebels against it

However, inadejuately understood it may have been, the
results of the Satara rebellion were nonetheless significant,
Politically it played a role in developing non.Brahmin unity within
the district. after the rebelllon Brahmins throughout the districet
instituted a series of 'Chapter Cases' and non.Brahmih lavwyers
lilke Achrekar, R,Cs Ranc and Bhaskarrao Jadhav moved around the
district to £ight them, There were a similarly large number of

34 Thus, while sGne non.Brahmin

suits evidently over tenant rights.
political power had helped to facilitate the rebellion, nom.

Brahmin politiecal 1leaders in turn benefitted from it. Further,
the strength of the movement was later correlated with the 1942

nationalist rcbellion, which was the strongest in those southern
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talukas of Satara vhich had led in rebellion and in the
Satyashodhak movement of the 19208 ard which had as its leaders
people like Nana Patil who were involved in Satyashodhak reform
propoganda in the 19205, Econcmlcally, it appears to have had some
effect in pushing Brahmin and Marwari landlords off the land, The
rébellion left the tenants in a stronger position vis-.a-vis the
landlords, able to claim for themselves one-half instead of onece
third or onesfourth of the ¢rops at harvest, Many sources,

however, do report a tendency for Brahming to leave the villages,

What must be noted is that while such movements ag the Satara
rebellion could succeed in driving some landlords out of the
villages or in slightly bettering the position of tenants, they
eould not affect the general economic proggpses that were producing
the probloms of land concentration and population pregsure on the
land, Without a general cvevolution or full control of politdeal
povwer, the Satyashodhak mcvement could not change the general
rural class strvetures it dould only have some effect on who
ozcupied positions within 1t, Hence, however strong the movement
was at the lower levels, these general politleal and sconomic
conditions meant that it could only result in the general strengthes
ening of the position of the non.Brahmin elite itself,

In 19208 many BrahminenoneBraltinin ¢lashes occurred in taluka
and district local boards, district school boards and to some
extent in municipalities,; The elections to state legislature
held in 1923 and 1926 were very enthusiastically responded to by
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the people, In 1923 sShri R.G, alias Bhausaheb Soman, Bhaskarrao
Jadhav, and D,B, Cooper wera elected £rom Satara District, In
1926 Bhaskarrao Jadhav, R.R¢ Kale and Deghpande of Karad ware

elected from the district, >

These elections wera a good
political educatlon to the rural masses, It was also an important
contribution to the development of political consciousness among
the rural masses. Soon 1t became clear that barring a few
exceptions, the Council members identified with rural landlords
and richer peasantry in opposition to the rural poor, Perhaps

it is this narrow local power.politics that disillusioned the
Bahujan Samaj gradually,., As a conseguence, the Bahujan Samaj
began slowly to lean towards the mew trends of national politics
under Mahatma Gandhi, By movements and by electioneering the
nonaBrahmin elite had received a good political training which
had made them confident of competing successfully the Brahmins at

least on local levels in Congress organisation,
Politics of Peagsant Conferences

In 1927, Government f£ramed the 'Small Holding Bill' and in
the same year proposed to increase land revenue by other measure,
The peasants were likely to turn into workers and to f£all into
the clutches of the capitalists due to small holding bill. A
strong movement of anti Small Holding Blll swept the entire
Maharashtra, In Satara district also peasant erganisations began

to come up on a large scale,

in Novamber 1927, a comnittee of non.Brahmin leaders of
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Satara was get up, By January, 1928, several village meetings
followaed by taluka peasant conferences at Walwa, Karad, Wal and
Koregaon of the Satara district were held., The district peasant
conference presided over by the political leader N.E. Navale of
Nagar was held at Satara, Shri Deshpande of Karad, the M,L.A,
toured protesting the small Holding Bill, The Brahmins also
convened geparate meetings at Satara. But by and large the anti.
Small Helding Bill meovement, which was led by the leaders like
Jedhe, Javalkax, Keshavrao Vichare, Bhaurao Patil, Shankarrao
Bogar, Rambhau Ghatge and Sambhaji Pétil remained 8 noneBrahmin

3G Later Bombay Provincial Shetkard Sangh (Peasants

affair,
League) with advocate Raghunathrao Rane of Satara as its President
was founded, This organisation determined to oppose the Government
who, it was alleged, with the help of Shetjis and Bhatjis, was
explolting and deminating Bahujan Samaj.37 A peasant conference
of Satara taluka attended by 350 farmers was held under the
leadership of R,G, Soman at Satara in March 1929.38 Marked
changes that occurred in the peasant movements by the close of

the 19208 were that the peagsants stopped secking for government
allies as they did in 192021, They weré now determined to £ight
against the ofificial policy of the British Govermment which was
likely to gilve rise to rich peasant class and agrarian capitalism,
The change, therefore, ied the noneBrgahmin militant leaders like
Keshavrao Jedhe, Dinakarrao Javalkar, Nana Patil eteo. to
nationalilst fold, The peasant population was now meobilizad towards

nationalist politles by these young militant leaders of Bahujan
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Saﬂaju 39

Ve must note that it is the economle conditions and the
decline of the leadership of the old guard in Satara district
congress that attracted peasantry of the district . .towards the
nationalist activities of Indian National Congress, The economic
conditions of the Indian masses deteriorated fast during the years
of world wide economic depression, The daily routine life of the
people became costly beyond their imagination and they began
blaming the British Government for the hardship they had to undergo,
Thus, the economic factor, conditioned the change in the mood of
the pecple and prepared them to fight against the British Govt,
around 1930 the influence ¢f the old leaders of Satara district
Congress had considerably diminished, This sounded a death knell
of the Brahmin leadership in the congress of Satara district., The
way was paved for the new leaders to take the place of old leaders
in the congress of Satara district. The young militant leaders of

Bahujan Samaj mobllized the peasantry towards congress.4°

In the district Scheduled Cagste people were 1,75,309 in
number, out of which 1,08,838 were Mahars according o 1941 census,
Total peopulation of the district was 13,02,643 i,e,, the Scheduled
Caste people in the district were 11.9 per ¢ent, They could not
muster the strength befora the vast masses of c¢aste Hindusg
anbedkar' s movement could not make much headway inp Satara district
in earlier period, But at the same time Dr, Ambedkar had connect.

ion with Bhaurac patil who worked on his own way +to abolish
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untouchability,

Gandhi's insistence on the eradication of untouchability was
not shared by the Congress organisation as such, As things vwould
have it the Depressed Classes, who could serve as a vital force

remained aloof from the fresdom movement launched by the Congress.

In this regard, they stoed in the sare position as the non.
Bralmin current, And if the later leaders of the Satya Shodhak
novement had remalned true to the preachings of Mahatma Phule,
these two sections, at least, could have joined hands and forged
a formidable force dedicated to social revolution. But az noted
earlier, the Satya Shodhak leaders of 19208 and 19308 had turned
their backs on the task of social revolution, At times, the
Satya Shodhaks and the Ambedkarites cooperated with each other,
But when it came to doing away with old customs or institutions,
the nonwBrahmins vehemently opposed progressive measures,
Ambedkar's attempt at getting Mahar Watan abolition Bill passed
in the Council is a case in point, In the village economy and
administration, Mahar families were supposed %0 be at the beck
and call of landholders and get a few crumbs dally for their
subsigtance, This was a velled form of Slavery, Dr. Ambedkar
started a vigorous campaign against it and received the all.out
support from the Mahars of Maharashtra., But when he introduced the
Bill in the Council in 1928, the nonsBrahmin party sided with
the CGoverment in opposing it. If Mahar Watan was abolished, the

cultivators and particularly the rich among them would lose so
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much £ree supply of manual services, The depressed classes

remained isolated in their efforts at sorlal emancipation,
o

Dr. ambedkar's outlook was broadly raticnalistic, But the
behaviour of the caste Hindus made him look to other religions
for social emancipation. In economi¢ matters he had realised the
basic conflicts between the haves and the havee.nots. But bacause
of political considerations he advised his followers to keep
away £rom the trade unions run by the leftists, He vehemently
opposed the textile workers' strike of 1928 on the ground that
the union had not done anything to remove the bar on untouchables

against working in weaving sections,

POLITICS OF BACKWARD COMMUNITY IN SATARA DISTRICT

There was comparatively little awakenlng among the backward
classes in Satara district. The backward castes other than
Mahars with their little political consciousness, supporged the
politics of the congress, However, the participation of these
backward communities in the freedom movement was meagre and even
negligible, Yet their sympathies were with the congress, Y.B.
Chavan said: "It must be stated with regret that the freedoms
movement failed to influence the Mahar community in the district.™
This comunity was under the profound influence of Dr, B.R.
anbedkar, Dr. Ambedkar addressed huge public meetings in the

distnict.4l

Shri Ramchandya Manohar Malawade, B.hes» LLe.Be. of Vaduj, then
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a promising young leader from Mahar community, began participata
ing in Gandhian nationalist movement, AS he is the product of
Rayat Shikshan Sanstha, Satara, he owed his nationalist orienta.
tion to Karmaveeyr Bhaurao Patil, the admirer of Gandhiji.“

On 17th September, 1932, when Gandhiji was seriocusly thirnk.
ing of opposing British Premier's Communal Award, d.:l.strict Hard jan
Seva Sangh in its meeting presided over by Shri Acharekar
demanded jolnt electorates with reserved seats. This reeting was
addressed by Bhaurao Patil, Baburao Bhide and P.K. Shivda.s.43
on 2nd May 1932, a conference of backward class leaders mot at
Satara, In this conference Shri P.N, Rajbhoj, in his speech,
described 'MunjeeRaja Pact' (which was a measure seeking to break
the deadlock between Gandhiji and Dr, Ambedkar) and argued as
how joint electorates were beneficial to the backvward c¢ommunities,

He also crlticised Dr, ambedkar's policy. 44

In the elections of 1937 for the Bombay State Legislature
shri Relie Nalawade, the Congress candidate was defeated by Shri
Mahadeo Khanderao Sawant, the Ambedkarite candidate, 45 This
clearly reveals Dr, Ambedkar's influence in Satara district., The
Mahar community in the district held aloof from the movement

thiroughout. 46

On the agrarian front, conditions had changed but 1little
since the 1900 famine, The war boosted prices of agricultural
produce also, but the boom did not last leng. The peasant
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continued to suffer under the burden of heavy assessment,
indebtedness and adverse temms of trade, The Government of India
appointed a Royal Commission on Agriculturse in 1927. On the
occasion of the Commission's visit to Vidarbha areas, R.S, Ruikar
a veteran labour leader, and R,S., Phule of Nagpur organised a
nurber of peasant conferences in Vardha and amraoti districts,
Peasants organised demonstrations against the exploitation and
atrocities committed by the malguzars of Varhad area, Recurring
cotton crisis also found expression in pericdicals and
deliberations of the legislative council, But there was no

organiasation wedded to the cause of the peasants,

The great depression of 1930 administered a deathblow
to Indian peasantry, Prices fell by about 50%., According to one
estimate, the agricultural produce of Western Maharashtra vwhich
fobtched Rs, 120.52 c¢rores in 1928429 could get only Rs. 60.52
crores in 1933.34, Cotton track was worst hit; but paddy growing
Kolaba and Thana were not spared., &dding fuel to fire, the
Government undertook revision of assessment and inc;eased it
substantially, This provoked intenss agitation of varlous places,
The Congress workers at the local level took initiative in
channelizing this discontent, Systematic campalgn was also
conducted for abolition of Khoti system in the Konkan area.

At this juncture, sccialist elements in the Congress tock
lead and urged the Maharashtra Provinclal Congress Committee to
move in the matter. Accordingly, a Peasant Engqulry Comlttee was
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appointed on 1l4th July 1935 with the £ollowing persons as members;
Achut Patwardhan (Ahmednagar)., R.K. Khadilkar (Pocna), Mahanlal
Dantwala (Dhulia), V.P, Limaye (Poona}, K,M, Jedhe {Poona), and
N.Vs Gadgil (Pocna}, Shri N.G, Goray and Shri P.K. Savant were
also asgoclated with the work of the committee., Patwardhan,
Dantwala and Goray belonged to the Congress Soclalist Party that
was formed in 1934,

The committee studied the problem of the various strata
of the peasantry in great detail and visited a number of places
to get o know the views of the peasants, It submitted lts report
in 1936,

The commlttee arrived at the conclusion that the three
biggest drains on the cultivator's income are interest charges,
rent and land revemue, According to its calculations about 25%
ef the cultivag:or' 8 produce was taken away as interest, It
recommendead cogzstituticn cf Debt Redemption Boards and other
regulatory measures, It also pointed out that the taccavi loans
advanced by the Government could hardly ineet one per cent of the
credit requirements of agriculture; The committee's recommendation
on Land Tenuges and Land Revenue were radical and broke new ground,
As a programme of action, it recommended the establishment of
Peasant Unlons at the lowest i.2,, Taluka level.é'?

The Leftist imprint on the committee's report is too

apparent. It concentrated its attention on the problems of
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tenants, and small peasants and dld not hesitate to make radical
recommendation like graded tax on rich cultivators and abolition
of Khotl systemn, The committee sounded a note of warning that

the activities of peasant unions should not be politically loaded,
They should direct their activities against the rich ¢lasses as

well as the state,

The committee's report was not welcome to all in the Congress,
but it seems to have imparted a sense of direction to its activist
element, On the occasion of the Falzpur session of the Congress,

a Kisan Morcha of about 10,000 was organised by socialist workers
like Sane Guruji, sS.M. Joshi and others and communist workers
like V.D, Chitale, Following the fcotsteps ¢f the provincial
committee, the district Congress committees cof Ratnagiri, Kolapa
and Thana appointed simlilar emguiry committees to focus attention
of the public and the State on the problens of the peasants., In
particular, agitation against revised asseszsment and indebtedness
spread like wild fire in the districts of Nagar, Naslk and
Khandesh besides the Konkan area, Clash between the radicals

and the centrists in the Congress was imminent, Immediately
after the assumption of office by the Congress Ministry in 1937,
leaders of rich peasantry organised meetings demanding that no
action be taken on the issue of protection to the tenants, The
Congress, however, was committed to that prograrme in Jits election
manifesto, S.M. Joshi who was the Secretary of Poona District

Congress committee, took a lead in organising a tenants' march
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£0 Bombay €0 present 3 mamorandum to B.Gs. Khep, the Chief Ministcer,

Due €o pressure generated by these activities, the Congress
Minlstry passed the Tenancy lav and the Agricultural Debtors Relief
Acik, Revision of assessment also was tempered to some extent, With
the cutbreak of World War IL in 1938, implementation of these Acts
wag shelved, as the Congress Ministry resigned as a protest
against the Velceroy's unilateral declaration that India joined
hands with England in the Var against Germarny,

In Vidarbha, the communists had started branches of Kisan
Sabba at a few centres, but could not make much headway. Lendless
lebourers assocliatlion was established at Amracti, but with similar
resulte, In Marathwada, anti.levy campaign was started in 1940
which gpread in a few adjoining districts, notably Solapur, It
wag mors of an antie.government movement rather than one for
reallsing any demands of the peasants, Stray efforts were being
made to organise tenants and labourers against the atrocities of
Jagirdars and the demand for abolition of Jagirdari was also being
crystallised, On the whole, hovever, responsibility for ventling
the grievances of peasants devolved on the policical movement in
the absence of notevworthy peasant organisations. In Satara district
a communist worker Shri V.D; Chitale also started to organise
peasants and temants, In 1938.39 when Shri Balagsahcb Desal was the
President of Satara District Local Board, the Board increased
Local Fund, On the revenue of 1 Rupee Board increased 20 Pailse

as education tax, named Local Fund, Communist party orgenised
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demonstration against this fund, This was a burden on small

peasants, After some time the Board had taken back its order.48

In 1940, under the leadership of Commmist workers,
demenstrations were organised at Depvan in Patan Taluka near
Chaphal, Peasants refused to give revenue on the guestion of
money lending., They wanted to abolish the system of meney 1ending.49
But this attempt was on a very small basis, which could not take
big form. In 1943, in village Guthalwadi near Shirwal, peasants
organised demonstration against Gujarati mnoneyelenders, V,D,
Chitale was working in it., Bhal Sarjerac Phalke and fourteen
peagants vere arrested but peasants continued their struggle.so
Within a period from 1942 to 1944, 200 Police.Patlils gave
resignations of thelr posts as a mark of opposition to the
Fragmentation and Land Conseolidation &ct.,Thesa were minor
agitations in the peasants during this period in which communist
workers mainly took part. But no bedy could organize the peasants

successfully and effectively,

POLITICAL SITUATION

During this pericd, a number of leftist political partles
came to be formed, Indian National Congress was more a movenent
than a political orgsnisation, In its endeavour to muster
cooperation of all sections of society, the Congress had to adopt
broad approach on social and economic issues., AS has been observed,

however, on a number of issues 1t sided with weaker sections, But
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it could not adopt an ideology of fundamental change in social

and econcmic structure., As it started gathering strength and

came to assume offices in 1937, the vested interests, particularly
the landlords, industriallists and businessmen turned to it and
extended help to it in varicus ways., The radical slant came to be

lessened as the days of independence were approaching.

COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA

Inspired by the successful Russian revolution of 1917, some
youths came together in 1923 to f£orm the Communist Party of India,
Marxlism, as interpreted by Lenin, was its cresd. That ideslogy
holds industrial proletariat as the vanguard of Comunist
revolutdon, S0, the C,P,I, Workers plunged into trade union
activities with a view to "make the unions instrunents of
struggle”, Since its inception, it received guidance and
instructions £from the Communlst International, The £ifth Congress
of that organisation held in 1924 had glven the following
A ractions: "The Indlan Communist party must bring the trade
union movement under {ts influence, It must reorganisc it on a
class basis and purge it of all allen alements“.sl But the strength
of communism in India was in the begimning, as it is, even at the
present day (i.€.. 1954) mainly intellectual.sg once M.N. Roy
adviged the C.PsIe: "Bvery Communist must be an active Trade Union
Worker and will endeavour to liberate the labour movement £rom
harmful influence of the nationalist pc&iticigns like Lala

Lajpatral, Motilal Nehru efc. The advanced sections of the
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workers should be helped to assume the leadership of the unions
and the A,1.7,U.C, as against hunanitarian intellectuals like

N.M, Joshi, Jhabwala etc,"53

The Bolshevik leaders turned their eyes very early to India,
ag far back as 1918, In 1819, the third International decided to
support nationallst movements in the Bast as they tend to upset
the exigting authority while not opposing rovolutionary

54 To achieve this putrpose, Moscow develcoped and

asplrations,
perfected channels of contact with India, Emisgsaries f£rom abroad
used to visit India to glve advice, Organisationally, Mr., M,N,

Roy was perhaps the first link between the Communist International
and nascent Indlan communism which was throughout the greater

part of twentics still at the level of ldeas,

The ideology of the C.F,I. made it look down upon the
nationalist movements as a parochial urge creating hindrance in
internationalism, Though many of ite workers were particlpating
in various activities of the congress, their attitude was to
utlilise it as united front out of which mpre and more vorkers were
to be roped in for the party worke. They took too militant a line
during 19208, Alarmed by these postures of *Bolshevism' which had
become almost a nightmare for the British in their homelands,
they arrested communist leaders in 1929 and declared the party
illegals The leadeéers were prosecuted on the charge of treason,
The case is known as Meerut Conspiracy case, Leaders like S.A.

Dange and 3.8, Mirajkar were sentenced long imprisonments, The
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youngsters worshipped these leaders as great heroes and the
influence of C.P,I. spread rapidly even though 1t was working
anderground, In Maharashtra, they bullt up strong basea in
industrial centfcs like Bombay., Nagpur and Sholapur, In due course,
the party was allowed to function openly. Slowly C.P.X, gained

strong foothold in trade union movement as we have seen previously,

On the outbreak of second World Har, the C.P.Js condémned it
as an inperialilst war and announced its intention to oppose war
efforts, The Government again put its leaders bichind the bars. But
when in 1941 Gexmany attacked Soviet Russis and the latter became
ally of Britain and america, the C,P,I, changed its stand and
decdded to help the efforts since it now became ‘*Péoplels Wart,

The Govermment freed the communist leaders and extended assistance
o it to carry on var propaganda, The Congress, and the matiomlist
forces in general, had however, taken a different stand., Thelr
sympathies were obviously with the allles who were pltted against
Faselst and Nazi forces; but they wanted a declaratlon from the
British that India would be given Independence on the conclusion
of War, Since the latter had declined to commit in this matter,
the Congress lauwnched a ¢dampaign agalnst the War in 1940 and
later on plunged the country into the great stir of Quit India
movement, The Communists opposed it and incurred public wrathy On
the eve of independence, the party was generally disiiked by the

pecplc, wut its bases in worklng class remained unhampered,
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CONGRESH SOCIALIST PARTY

During the 1930s there emerged another leftist groups The
youths of those days were not content with the limited goal of
naticnal freedom and wanted to throw their lot with the toiling
masged, But theéy were repelled by the hypere.internationalism of
the C.PiXs as also 1its blind adherence to Marxist orthodoxy and
its flavour for unscrupulous means. 5o, while in jail during the
course of Civil Discohedience movement, they formed Congress
Soclalist Party in 1934 at Maslk Central Prison., The party believed
that the nationallst movement was a welceme step towards sociallsm,
It also felt that in a country which is predominantly agrarian, the
socialist revolution reguires harnessing the peasant pover along
with that of the industrial proletariat, They looked to Gandhi,
not as a stooge of the reactiomary forces, but as a great Eriend

of the sociallst movements

When out of jail, the C.5.P, léaders also engaged themselves
in trade union activity among the transport workers and newly
emerging section of Bugar workers. Some of them also devoted
their enéergles towards mobilising the peasantry. For a while they
had joined hands with the Cormunists on trade union front but when
the infiltration activities of the latbter were discovered, the
CeS¢Ps severed its relations with the C.P,I, The Moscow Trials of
1937 had provoked strong disliike for the Communists' metheds of
functioning., The C.P.I's stand on war after 1941 further widened
the gulf, The C,8.P, leaders plunged into the Quit India Movement
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and organised an underground network to gun it, Achyutrao
Patwardhan, S5.M, Joshi and other Maharashtrian leaders along with
Jayaprakash Narayan, Ram Manohar Lohla and Aruma _asaf Ali, were
hailed as great nationalist heroes, 3till they continued their
assoclation with the Congress though a secparate identity was

carved out for C,S,P,

INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY

Dr, ambedkar had also mmde attempts at forming a political
party wedded to the pringiple of social and economic squality.
In 1936, i.,es, On the eve of council elections, Awmbedkar founded
Independent Labour Party, He had mustered cooperation of a few
caste~-Hindus like Surba Tipnis, Pradhan, Keluskar etc, in running
the new party. But it could not present a welladefined rational
of its existence as a progressive party separate from the
communist or the Socialist Party, Nor was there any programme of
action outside’the precincts of legislative council, Conseguently

it could make no headway.

On the outbreak of War, Ambedkar extended support to the
Government, He was nominated to the Viceroy's Executive Council,
With a view to deriving constitutional benefits for the Scheduled
Castes, Dr, ambedkar founded Scheduled Castes ¥Federation in 1940,
The Scheduled Castes looked to it as thelr party and flocked itse

55
ranks, >
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M.N. Rov

With context to Satara district the peraonality of M.N, Roy
is very important, because Royist group gathered considerable
strength in the district, It was in 1920 that M,N¢ Roy made his
first appearance in Russia. Round about 1921.22 Roy began to
publish from various places in Burope the English periodicals, first
entitled Vanguard and later *The Masses of India". These journals
undoubtediy gave inspiration for a Dnglish Weekly entitled
'Soclallst’ published in Bowbay by S.A, Dange in 1923, It was when
the figst of Roy's followers began to arrive in India, the
organised comunism came to India, Roy recalls that among his
pupils in Moscow was the IndowChinese communist Ho Chi¢ﬁinh.56
After his removal from the Executive Committee of the Communist
International as a result of a quarrel with Stalin and his
subsequent expuision from membership of the Internmational in 1929,
Roy evidently made uwp his mind to create a party of his own, but
not indepéndent of the Comnunist International. ROy evidently
hoped that his party would, in due course, be accepted by the
international as the officially recognised one, M.Ns Roy's arrival
in India did not please Mosaow and emissaries like H,G, Lynd,
amir Haider Khan etc, were sent to counteract his influenca.57
Roy came in India in about 1931.32, Young people had a great
attpaction for Roy's personality. In Indis that time Communist
Party was illegal, But Roy openly moved throughout India and gave
gpeeches in important cities, "On Congress there is no pressure

from the capitalists, it has already gone in the hands of middlea



197

¢class, So, there is no negessity Lo work outside the Congress
and to form a separate Communist Party.”58 This was the opinion
of Rov, which was convenient for many nationalist leaders. They
wanted to struggle for national f£reedom but at the same time had
irclination towards communism. But comunist party hadé taken a
gtand which was in the opposition of National CQﬁgress in freedom
movement, Naturally, these leaders accepted the Roylist stand,

Royvist group gained considerable strength in Maharashtra,

LEPTISTS IN SATARA

In Satara district Shri Nath Ghanekar by his inﬁellectual
conviction, became convert to soclialisms On the Ganesh festival
day in 1235 Nath Ghanekar along with his companions like Shri
Halbe and Damuanna Ekbote became member of Congress Soclallst
Party. He was the President of Satara District Congress Conmittee
f£rom 1935 to 1938, He began leaning towards comnunism £rom 1939

59 He wag

and bhecame the member of Communist Party in 1944,
succeeded to the office of District Congress President by éhri
Atmaram Patil who soon turned a Royist and xémained.in office

+till 1939, Congress was thus dominated in the district‘at leasat:
upto 1939 by the leftists., There was a radicél frént, in the
district congress of socialists, Royists and Radicéls; ¥Yor

example., Shrl Raghuanna Idmaye of Masur was a soclialist and Shri
R.K., Patlil alias Karbhari Chandru Patlil of Kameri was a radicalist.
There was a group of Royist workers in the district, prouinent

among whom were Atmaram Patil, Lakshmanshastri Joghi, H.R. Mahajani,
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o After the commencément of the World uWar II in

Y«B. Chavan etg,
1939 and the deéclaration of India's involvement in it, the leftists
insisted upon taking immediate steps by the Congress towards
attaimment of fireedom, The leftist workers with their bent towards
peagants and the labouring masses were ¢ausing a new awakening

among them in 1930s,

Shri v.D. Chitale, the communist vorker had started
propagating leftist ideas in Kale and Indoli arcas of Karad taluka
from 1938, In 1939, at Karad, V.0, Chitale crganized an eight day
study camp t0 acguaint workers with scientific concepts of
communi sm, Shri S,A, Dange, a wellsknown communist leader organized
study camps at Satara and Karad. These leftist activities
inevitaply influenced the political workers in their activity.
Thejleftist.wo:kers adopted the stance of opposition Lo the
imperialist war in which England was involved and courted
imprisorment, Nath Ghanekar, Rajabhau Bhave, Ramaji patil, Vvishnu
Pandurang Kulkarni, Nagwikar etc., suffered imprisomment in this
way.51 This happened even befeore the Congress took its decision

to start a kind of Satyagraha at Ramgarh in'1940.

The Royist group of Satara district, consisting of eminent
men like Y.B. Chavan, Atmaram Patil, H.R., Mahajani, Bhaivyyashastri
Vatve, Lakshmanshastri Joshi ete, wielded considerable influence
on the magses especlally during the years £rom 1936 to 13838, The
powerful perscnality of M.N. Roy and his thoughts, since Faizpur
Congress had irresistable attraction for youths., His ideas
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regarding people's committees and people's committees making
organs in direct democracy impressed men, Men like Chavan began to
argue, "Will this jallegoing bring independence 2" During the
years 1938.41 the Royist attempted to arouse the peasantg
politically and to inspire political ambitions among them. For
this purpose they organised peasant conferences at Kalae, Masur,
Rethare, Kasegaon etg, Around 1940 almost all the Royists edcept

Y«.B, Chavan left the Gongr:ess,ég

From the occasional remarks of the police/ . it seems that
Shri Xasegaonkar Valdya and Baburao Charankar were under the

influence of achutrao Patwardhan, the Socialist 1eader.63

The leftlist wm:ke;:s caused political awakenimj among the
people con ecoriomic issues and created anti.British feelings even
before the actual agitation of 1942, Some of these workers played

significant roles in Quit India movement in Satara district,

QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT 1942

1942 was the important year in Indlan f£resdom movement,
Gandhi gave the call for British to 'Quit Indiz’ and the movement
stirred the whole natlon,; Satara district played a peguliar role

in this movement,

British Govermment was conscious about the awakening in the
district. S0, as a precautionary measure they arrested important

leaders of the district ingluding Sonan, Shankarraco ’Sathe, GoDs



200

Tapase, G.5., Altekar, Acharya Javadekar, Nath Ghanckar and R.V,.
Limaye, A protest meeting of 2000 pecple was immedlately organised,
At Kirloskarwadi, Hartal (strike) was observed on 10th August,
1942, A PrabhatsFeri (morning procession) of 200 people was taken
out and a neeting was organised on the same day. Later the factory
was locked up for a month and a half in protest of British

Government,

The District Congress Committee decided ¢o organize morchas
on tehsil effice, Accordingly, on 24th August a morcha of 3,000
people went on Karad tehsil office, Shrl Balkrishna patil of
Udale was the leader of this morcha. Under the leadership of Shri
Vithoba Tukaram Ghadge alias Buva Mhavashikar of Mhavashi, one
morcha went on Patan tehsil, On 3rd September, a huge morcha of
5,000 people went on Tasgaon tehsil, Krishnarao Kurhade of palus,
Nana Patil and Govindrao Khot who was a leader of workers in
Kirloskarwadi, were the important leaders,

But a very unfortunate incldent happened at Vaduj. Parshuram
Ghadge on 9th September led the morcha of 700 people on Vaduj
tehsil in Khatav taluka. Its other leaders were Bandopant Lomate,
Gaurihar Sinhasane, Bapu Kachare, Manlkchand Doshi, Parshuram
Ghadge, R.M. Nalavade, Babasaheb Bhosale etc, Police filred on
this morcha in which nine persons were killed and 35 persons vere
wounded, This unfortunate incident is known in B8atara frcecdonm

history as 'Jalinwala Bag ©of Vaduj's.

On loth September, the 2,000 people of Islampur led a morcha
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on tehsil office, The leaders were Pandu Master alias Pandurang
Govind Patil of Yede Nipanl, Vasantrao E;ai:il, Y.B, Chavan,
Niv:;ati‘;i Patil, ?fa‘Kurlap. KD, Patil gﬁé Chandroji Patil of
Kameri, Police fired on this morcha, in which two men f£rom
zarioskar factory, named Umashankar Pandya, an Englneer and
vVishnu Barbat;i:e died, These two incidents of Vaduj and Islampur
wersa -i;urni\ng points in 1942 movement in Satara district., People
and the local leaders realised that the peaceful means were not

effective, They resorted to militant activities,

Satara's Prati Sarkar or parallel Government was a unigue
experiment in India, The local leaders under the leadership of
Nana Patll started a Pratl Sarkar or Parallel Govérment, Kundal
was the capital of this Government, This group carricd oﬁt:
sabotage activities like looting the raillways or govermment
treasuries, They gave protecticon to the poor paople, at the same

time landlords and moneyslenders vwege very much afraid of them,

Apart from the political activities discussed above, the
Prati Sarkar also worked for prohibition, removal of untouchability,
spread of literacy, preaching the importance of self.reliance
and propagated for land reforms and for simple marriages

involving smaller expenses,

After the closure of wayr, British Goverrnment concentrated ita
energies in Satara district to suppress the underground movements

campletely, For this purpose European troops were brought to South
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Satara. After the élections to provinclal assembly, congress
ministry was sworn in office in aAprlil 1946, The new congress
government cancelled the warrants of arrests, withdrew the various
cases and cancelled the pending trials, The underground leaders
like Nana Patil, Kisan Veer, Pandu Master, Barade Master,
Kagegaonkar Vaidya, appeared for the first time at Koregaon on
5th May 1946, Nana Patil, whom people rightly called Krantiveer,
appeared publicly after 44 months. This put an end t¢ the

underground movements in Satara distnict.eé

In Satara distrpict the leaders could capry on the
underground movernent for 4 years and could form the parallel
goverment here, largely due to the total cooperation rendered by
the masses, In the elections of 1946 to the provincial legislative
assembly, Shrl ¥Y.B, Chavan, P,P. GORhale, Vyankatrago Pawar, G.D,
Tapase, K.D, Patil, Gaurlhar Sinhasane, Babasaheb Shinde and

D.K, alias Buvasaheb Gosavli were elected on Congress tickets,

The year 1946 waa marked by the huge demonstrations of
primary teachers in Mahsrashtea in general and Satara dstrict in
pagticulagr. The 1942 movement made tremendous awakening among the
different classes of the soclety, primary teachers were one of
them., Primary teachsr in Satara district was a peasant basically,
He had very insufficlent salary. He did not have any guarantee
for security of his services and had no other facilities, When the
coming of independence was in sight, they organised themselves

under the leadership of Acharya Donde, In this demonstration Satara
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and Nagar distpicts were on top, On dlstrict level Rangrao
Shligaonkar, V.D, Chitzle, and Bhaurao Patil organised the

denonstrations.

vWith Dadasaheb Donde, Bhal Raul (Solapur), Sayyad Noor
{(Gujaraty, V.0, Cokhale, Keshavrao Gokhale (Belgaum), Rangrao
Diwekar, Acharya Shankarrao Bhise and so many others worked for
organisacion and propaganda, In Noveamber, 1945 st Karad the
Primary Teachers! Ccnference was held, 3lmést £ifteen thousand
primany teachers were prasent for the conference: The decision
was taken that from lst March 1946, the fortyfive thousand

primary teachers will go on strike.

The leaders carried on propaganda for two months, With v.D,
Chitale, Pandu Master, Hindurao Patil and Nivruttl Kaka, the
three stalvarts of famous Prati Sarkayr worked for this campaign,
10th February 1946 was declared a Teachers' Day. On that day,
every teacher will remain _éb:sent in the school, In every village
there will be a meeting and procession, This was the declision
taken by organisation, In Poona huge meeting vwas organised, in
which impaétant leaders like Acharya Dadasaheb Donde, Mayor
Babupac Jagtap, Bhai V.D, Chitale‘and Anna Koshti dgave speeches.

Meanwhile the campalgn for 1946 slection started, Every
political party declared support for teachers' strike., Teacheps
were pressurised from Congress to do propaganda for the congress

candidates, Bub teachers remalned €lpm, Under the bannsr of
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Bombay State Primary Teachers' Organisation (Mumbai Rajya Prathmik
Shikshak Sangh) all teachers £rom Marathi, Gujarati and Kanari
speaking areas joined the strike. On lst March 1946 all teachers
from Ahmedabad to Hubli went on strike., Fortyfive thousand

(96 per cent) teachers were on strike, The strike continued for

fiftyfour days.

on 27th March huge processions were organised on state level,
Teachers demonstrated against Collector offices on district
level and Mamlatdar offices on taluka level., In Bombay, under
the leadershlp of V.D. Chitale and Sayyad Noor the procession of
£ive thousand teachers was organised., There were bltter clashes
between teachers and police, but Government toock a back siep and

the demonstrations ended peacefully,

On 1st April, new Congress Ministry came to power, Balasahsh
Kher was its Premier, Government gave promise that it will give
due considerations to teachers' demands,; Bhaurac Patil had good
relations with Kher; Then Acharya Bhise, Rangrao Dilwakar, Keshavrao
Gokhale, P.V. Gadgil were all congressmen. They were of the opinion
that the strike should end, Donde, Chitale, Phalke, Shankarrao
Patil, Annasaheb Koshti, Mhaske, Solani, Kumbhar, Shinde, Mali,
Hirve and many others were against the end of the strike, At last
Bhaurao Patll worked as a mediator, Everybody had respect for him,
So, the strike ended on 24th april, Government agrecd on every
demand of Primary teachers, But in these negotiations Kher

insulted Bhaurso Patil, which was a greaf shock to him, Thélr
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amicable relations suffered a loss for ever.ﬁs

Satara district was the vanguard of the Primary School
Teachers! movement, One Shri Mahadeo Dattatraya Wagh, the Heada
master of Primary School, Padali, met V.D, Chltale and dlscussed
with him the poor condition of the primary school teachers, M.D.
Wagh toured the district. In August 1943 at Karad he organised
tez;:zczhers‘ conference, Keshavrao Vichare preslded over the meeting.,
All small teachers' organisations were merged in the District Sangh.
Keshavrao Vichare was elected as President, Chitale as Vices
President and D,S, $hende Guruji as Acting President, On 20th
May 1945, for the f£irst time the district Primary Teachers'

Sangh put forward thelr demand for dearness allowance to Satara
District Local Board. The Board agreed to increase Rs. gix as

Dearness allovance,

Meanwhile Bombay State Primapy Teachers' Sangh opganiged
their first conference at Poona on 20th May 1945, Chitale toogk
vary active part in it, In Qctober 1945, Acharya Donde travelled
through all Satara district, We have already seen that Second
Conference of State Organisation vas held in Rarpad. after the
struggle the écvemment declared Rs, 25 to 75 scale grade for
primary teachers, Next Conference was held at Nagar in October
1946, But after that old rivalries in teachers' organlsation
again started, But in the1next. conference at Satara on 26th
January 1947 Chitale managed reconciliation in them. Shankar

Sitaram Patil and M.D, Wagh were again elected as office
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hearars-ea

1947-1960

The war ended in 1945, Congress leaders wers released f£rom
jail that year and negotiations for transfer of power were
initiated in right earnest, In 1946, elections were held to the
Central Legislative Assembly and provincizl Council Congress
had swept the polls in Bombay, C.P. and Berar ag also in seven
other provinges., The British invited the majority party to fomm
the ministries, Kher as the Congress Premier, once again formed
a Cabinet in Bombay without consulting the nonsBrahmin leaders
like Jedhe. The feeling persisted that the Bahujan Samaj did not
get an effective share in pover, A sense of discontent was
publicly articulated by Jedhe and his supporterz like More. Tha
relation between organisational wing and the cabinet became
strained especially after Jedhe took over as the preésldent of
Maharashtra Pradeah Congress Committee in May 1946.67 The Ce3,4Pe
as a group within the Congress, was invited to join the ministry;
but it declined on the ground that the negotiations were not
likely to lead to transfer of power and that another nationwide

agitation was necessary to win independenc@.se

At the centre, however, Jawaharlasl Nehru inu ted various
non-Congrass forces like the Muslim League, the Sikhs, Shyama
Prasad Mukherji and Dr, Ambedkar to make the government broads.

based, But though Dr, Ambedkar joined Nehru's ministry, the



207

Scheduled Caste Federation continuved to remain an independent
party to £ight for the cause of the depressed classes in India,

The Communist were naturally excluded f£rom the gz}vement.sg

The dissatlsfied Congressmen met at Poona on llth September,
1946 and resclved to form a ginger grouwp called Congress Shetkard
Ramkari Sanghs In 2 meeting held at Bhausaheb Raut's residence in
Bombay on lith Januvary 1947, Shri Y¢B, Chavan opposed the idea of
forming a ginger group within the Congress with a separate
constitution and a separate programme, aAmong those who urged the
formation of such a group were some Bralmins like R,K. Khadilkar
and P.K, atre, After an interval of 7 months during which
strenuous efforts were made to mobilise support for the ginger
group, Raut and Shankarrao More convened a meetdng at Alandi near
Poona on 2 and 3 August, 1947, It was dceided by the 23
participants (Raut, More, Jadhav, P.K., Sawant, D.8. XKadu,
E.Bs Nimbalkar, G.D. Lad, XKrishnarao Dhulap, R.Ks Khadilkar,
Datta Deshmukh, V;N., Patil, Baburac Jedhe and others) to form the
Congress Shetkari Kemkari Sangh and its constitution was approved

on 12 Sgptember, 1947.70

wWith the advent of independence, leftist partics redoubled
their efforts to sharpen their image, f£irst by qultting the
congress and then by intensifying various struggles. The
Communists for all practical purposes, were out of the Congress.
The CS.P. quit the parent body in 1948 and formed a new party

called Scoialist Party of India, Ancther significant group to
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desert the Congress was a large Maratha grow which has been
mentioned above as ginger group. The aftemmath of the tragic
assassination of Gandhiji added to the histility between the
ginger group and the ruling group vwithin the M.P.C.C, and the
Bombay Cabinet, Thus, Jedhe, More, Raut, Tulshidas Jadhav, Nana
patil, Madhavrao Bagal, Datta Deshmukh, R.K. XKhadilkap left the
Congress to form a new party calleci the Shetkari Xamgar Paksha
or the rPeasants and Workers' Party (PWP) on 13th June, 1948.

The Sociallist courted this group £or a while but in vain,
However, other Maratha leaders lilke Bhausaheb Hirey, Y+B« Chavan,
Babasaheb Shinde, Babasaheb Ghorpade, S5.R. Rane, Shampao Patil
remained in the Congress retaining a large following for the
party in the countryside, P,UW,P, adopted an ideological document
of a Marxist varlety known as the Dabhadi thesis in 1950.

1£f any opposition party ever had a reagonably good chance
to be an alternative to ths Congress in Maharashtra, it was the
P.W,P, Several of its leaders belonged to the Bahujan Samaj and
many of them not only belonged to the economlcally poor sections
of the society but also had thelr roots primarily in the gural
areas. This was in complete contrast to the leaders of the other
leftist parties like the Socialists and the Communists who were
primarily mlddlce.class pollticians belonging to the Brahmin and
guch other advanced castes and had thelr roots in the urban areas,
Hovever, the very reasons that made many of the founders of the
P.W.P. secede from the Congress had a serious lmplication, Once

the complexion of the M.P, -CyCe wWas changed in such a way as to
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give those who claimed to be or were identificd as the
representatives of the bulk of the population, it was bound to

take away the wind out of the P.W.P.'s 8311&71

It was personal ambition or frustration rather than a
genuine cencern for the plight of the downtrodden that made at
least some of its prominent leaders leave the Congress, It was
oot a wmatter of surprlse, therefore, that when power was within
thedr reach, they junped at lt. After being in the wilderness
for some time, these Prodigal Sons returned to the Congress
describing it to be a truly socialist and progressive party,
Depending upon their nulsanceevalus they were duly rewarded with
winisterial positiong or sgats in the legislature, Jedhe left
out of sheer disgust with the continuous bickerings and
dlssensions within the party and particularly its high handed
managament by More, Tulsidas Jadhav was exhausted by the nerve.
racking task of opposing the puling party and sought peace by
embracing it. There were others like Nana Patil and Datta Deshmukh
who left it because the party, according to them, cesased to be
a progressive force and had degenerated into a coterie of
scheming persons. Thus, for a varliety of resasons, many of the
founders of the P,W,P. deserted it in the first decade after its
formation., Very few of them like Bhaunsaheb Raut continued to lead
it against all odﬁs,vz Nana Patil joined the Communist Party of
Indla ( C.P.I. } and Datta Deshmukh joined the Lal Mishan Group,
the successor to the Naviivan Sanghatana, Navjiwan Sanghatana,

a group of dissident Communists, was led by £.K. Limaye and
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Yeshwant Chavan ( not to be confused with Y.,B, Chavan,

popularly known as Yeshwantrao Chavan ).

In 1952 Gemeral Elections, the first to be held under the
adult f£ranchise, conferred by the new constituticn, the Congress
swept the polls leaving the Soclalist Party and P.W.P, in total
disarray and desolation. The socilalist party was proved to be
mainly a middle class party with a few proletarian strongholds,
The P,%W.F, was still more <£rustrated, It realised that the rural
electorate preferred the Congress, which had become the ruling
party novw, thereby indicating that the caste appeal of the P,W.F.

was not much powerful,

The Scheduled Caste Federation had entered into electogal
agreements with the 5,P.I. at a nunber of places including
Bombay and Bhandara and with P.W.P. in Sholapur district, But it
was also badly defeated including its leader, Dr, Ambedkar.
Ambedkar realised that to be effective in the democratic poiitics
of poste.indspendence days, the Scheduled Castes would have to
give up isolationist stance and enter into wider aligmment, Dr,
Ram Manohar Lohla tried to persuade him tc join hands with S.P,.I.
but Ambedkar deeclined, He decided to form the Republican Party
of Indla which came to be fommally christianed that way only
after his death, It was the desire of ambedkar that poor sections
belonging to other castes should join R.P.l., but the politically
conscious elements from those sections vere already aligned with

one leftist party or the other. The R.P.I. continued to be a
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scheduled castes' party.?3

On the social front, Dr, Ambedkar tried hard to break the
caste barriers and win egual status for the scheduled castes.
He utilised the great opportunity of drafting the constitution
of Aindependent India, Untouchability was done awéy with by the
constitution and lavs were passed to punish those who observed
that vile practice, The constitution contained a preamble and a
chapter on Directive Principles of State Policy which sxXpraessed
pious wishes to accord egual status to the exeuntouchables, Many
welfare measures were devised for their benefit and reservations
were made for them in the recruitment to government services,
But, with 3ll this, there was little change visible in the actual
practice of caste Hindus, This put ambedkar in a quandry.
Finally he came to the conclvsion that adoption of Buddhism was
the only way to wash away the social stigme attachead to the
scheduled castes, In 1956, at Nagpur, he led thousands of his

followers to adopting Buddhism,

This was a great steps It provoked loud protests from the
leaders of orthodoxy, Saner elements cbserved that this was a
varning to the caste Hindus and that instead of cursing Ambedkar

they should reform their frame of mind as also thelr practlce.

Ambedkar's step of conversion received overwhelming response
£rom the Mahar Caste but little f£rom other Scheduled Castes, The
Mahars all over Maharashtra took to . the nev religlon thereby

glving up Hindu rites and also the agescld occupations like
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dead gattle and to run on errands at the instance of the peasantry
greated tensions in village life, The step of conversion brought
about improvements in the living habits and social affairs of the

Mahars, Buk it dld not help them in winning egual status.74

After independence there were too many changes in Satara
district politics, Before independence communlst party was styrong
in the district. They had powerful unions like Satara Road and
Sakharwadi in the district, Another strong group in Satara
district was the leaders of Prati Sarkar, After independence
most of the leaders of Pratl Sarkar entered Congress, in which
Margtha lcaders of(the peasants wereé great in numbers,

Naturally, the strength of the district Congress increased,

But after some time, especially after the assassination
of Mahatma Gandhi there was a strong feeling of natred against
Brahmins, In the villages people put fire to Brahmins' houses
and property. As it is f£rom the days of Prati Sarkar and the
Satya Shodhak movement Bralmins started to migrate to the eities,
The assassination of Gandhil made this migration speedys, Sogialist
party could not take its roots in the district, Because its
leadership was originally from middle class and in most of the
cases of Brahmins, This was the important cause that soclalists

could not Go much in the district,

after the split in Congress most of the leaders of Prati



313

Sarkar or 1942 movement either entered Communist Party or Peasants'
and Workers' Party, Only ¥,.B, Chavan remained in the Congress.,
After the split of P,W.P. some of them entered Lal Mshan Party
of C.PeI, Important leadegs of the Commnist party in the dlstrict
were Hana Patil, Hath Ghanekar, Shekh Kake, Rajaran Patil, Ramji
Patil ctc. In PW.P, important lceaders were Keshavrao pPowar,

N.D. Patil and others: While V.N. Patil entered Lal idlshan Party,
and was elected H.L.a, in 1952, Almost all the members of royist
group entered Congress in which Important were Y.B, Chavan,

H.R, Mahajani, Laxmanshastrli Joshi, Atmaram Patil etec. Thisc was
the broad division of the political leaders in the district,

SAMYUKTA MAUARASHIRA MOVEMENT

Poliéical and social life of Maharashtra came to be stirred
from the bottom by the Samyukta Maharashtra movement of 1556.60,
The Congress had accepted the principle of reorganisation of
states on lingulstic basls even prior to independence, On
assuning pover, the party tried to shelve the issue but had to
vield to pressure generated by agitations in a number of States.
In British rule Marathl speaking pesple were spread out in
Bombay Presidency, Central provinge, Berayr, Goa and Princely
state of Hyderabad., After independence central goverrment
appointed @ States Reorganisation Commission in 1953, The
Commnission recommended bilingual state of Maharashtra and Gujarat
with Vidarbha as separate state and a speclal status for Bombay
city. The pecple of Maharashtra teok this as an insult and



214

spontaneous demonstratlons were staged,

The battle for Bombay had four dlstinct phases., During the
first phase, under the leadership of the SMP, the supporters of
Samyukta Maharashtra tried to bargain with their opponents by
giving certain guarantees and by agreeing to provide safeguards
to protect t‘:ﬁeir legitimate interests. The second phase was
marked by a complete breakdown in the bargalining process and the
eclipse of the SMP followed by an unprecedented eruprion of
violence in the absence of effective leaderchip to channelise the
pecple’s discontent, The riots in Bombay and their aftemmath
forced the Congress high command €0 relent and during the third
phase it came round to accept the second.best solution of the
biggeér bilingual Bombay State which 1t had rejected earlier, The
last phase was marked by the c¢hallenge of the opposition parties
which posed an increasingly serious threat to Congress rule in
Bombay and which could be overcome only by conceding the demand

of the Marathi.speaking peopie.75

On 16th January, 1956, Nehru declared in his radioe.
broadecast that the Unlon Govermment would take over the
afministration of Bombay clty and there would be two separate
gtates of Malarashira and Gujarat, Thig declaration gave the
movenent militant form, Riots broke out in Bombay., Till the
end of Japnuary Government arrested all the prominent leaders of
cpposition, On 23rd January C.D, Deshmukh, the only Maharashtrian
member in Central csbinet gave the resignation of his
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portfolio, protesting against the arrests of the leftist

leaders, workers and students who went on strike which was
spontaneous rather than planned, It was Nehru's announcement £rom
the All India Radio followed by the police firing at Thakurdwar
at night that let lovse ths fury of the pegple¢ During the
period from 16 Jamwary to 22 Januvary 1956, 76 persons died in
police £ipring. The view was that Chief Minister Morarji Desal

was responsible for the excessive force used by the Police,76
But Prof, Y.D, Phadke came to the gonclusion that “To set the
record straight, it must be said in fairness Lo Moraril Desal
that he alone was not regponsible for the decisions regarding
firing. MNebru hzd glven him a green signal, According to MHorarjl
Desai, when he consulted Nehru the latter advised him to call the
arny and use the tanks 1f necessary to end the ricts in Bombay,
The army was alerted but Morarjli did not call it for help and
preferred o rely on his police.force supported by the police

£rom other States-77

Shri 8.M. Joshi cslled a meeting of all opposition parties at
Fune on 6th February 1956, On the day historically famous
Samyukta Maharashtra Samitl was formed. One or twe persons from
each party formed central committee, S.M, Joshi, the famous
socialist, was elected genepral secretary of the SMS, On 10th
February, L956, Shankarrac Deo abolished the old Samyukta

Maharashtra Pa r:Lshad.?a

The third phase in the battle for Bombay began with the
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formaticon of the 8MS, an alliance of the opposition parties and
ended with the formation of a bigger bilingual Bombay State on
1st November 1956, During this perlod of about 9 months, the
bulk of the population in Western Maharashtra disgusted with the
vacillations of the Maharashtra Pradesh Congress leaders turned
towards the SMS for the achievement of Samyukta Maharashtra
inciuding Bombay, While the S¢S channelised their anger by
organising Satyagraha and other peaceful forme of agitation,
occasionally there was an outburst of mass.violence against the
provocative tactics adopted by the opponents of Samyukta
Maharashtra, This period also witnessed the mediatory efforts
by the Sarvodaya leaders, Vinoba Bhave and Jayprakash Narayan
as well as the discreet canvassing by Pant £or a bigger
bilingual Bombay state which was described as a national
solution to the Bumbay problem ag it was sponsored by M.P,.sS
belonging to various parties in the pParliament. During this
phase in the battle for Bombay, the intrae-parcty struggle for
povwsr between the two factions, in the MPCC reached its climax
and resulted in a resounding victory for Chavan, supported by
Morarji and Kannamwar against Hiray backed by Deo, Swami

Ramanand Tirtha and PsK. Deshmukhye o

In this perliod vhen -Sgniti apranged Satyagraha, Satara
Aistrict also took its share, Upto 15th May 1256 in Satara

80 The leaders vere

district 1305 persons sought imprisonment,
V.M Patil, Yashwantrao Mohite, Anandrao Chavan &tce. Nana Patll

was in prison, On 2%th July, 1956 Samiti organlsed a peaceful



217

demonstration before Parliament house, Satyagrahls went from

Maharashtra in which Satara distriet also had its share,

In pugust Government declared bilingual State of Maharashtra
and Gujarat with Bombay as its capital. To oppose this bilingual
State Samiti called for a conference on 1st October, Huge rally
was organised at Shivaji Park, Bombay, in which the leaders of
Satara dlstrict mentioned sbove, took part, V.N, Patil put the
motion before the conference, the demand to release the leaders
from Samyulkta Maharashtra and Maha Gujarat who were detalned

1
£rom 16th January, 8

Then came the election in 1957, In Karad constituency of
Satara district Chavan was elected, Many Congress leaders £rom
Western Maharashtra were defecated by Samiti's candldates., The
Ministers like Nalk Nimbalkar, Tapase, Sathe and Mustafa Faki
and veteran leaders like P.X, Sawant and Kunte were defeated in
Agsenbly seats, while in Lok Sabha constituencles Union Ministers
like pataskar and Jagannathrao Bhosale and leaders like N,V.
Gadglil were defeated by Samiti's candidates.

From Samiti's side its every important léader including
S.M, Joshi, N.G. Goray. Dange, Datta Deshmukh, Atre, Nana Patil,
v.Ne Patil, Dandvate, etc. were elected. In Western Maharashtra
excluding Bombay, the Congress won only 33 Assenbly Seats while
the Samiti seized 102 seats, In Bombay city the BFCC fared much
better by winning 13 out of 24 seats, The réemaining 1l were
captured by the Samiti. The victory of the Samiti wes impressive
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not only in terms of the seats gained but also in terms of the
total number of votes polled by it against the Congress. The
Samitl received about 37 lakhs of votes while the Congress
secured a little more than 28 lakhs of votes, Out ©f the 22 Lok
Sabha seats from Western Maharashtra excluding Bombay city, the
Samiti selzed 20 seats. Jedhe was one of the two successful
Congress candidates against whom the Samiti @id not set up 1its
candidate in view of his oppositicn to the bigger bilingual state.
In Bombay, out of the 4 Lok Sabha seats, the Congress won 2
1.9 SKe Patil and Krishnz Menon and 2 by the Samiti i.e.,
Dange and K,G, Mane, Though the Congress was routed in Western
Maharashtra it dld extremely well, as ewpected, in Marathwada,
Maha Vidarbha, Kutch, Saurashtra and to a lesser extent in
Gujarat. Because of that Chavan managed to Fetain his position

as the Chief Minister,B2

After thelr debacle in Western Mabarashtra, the least that
the MPCC leaders could do was to face the unpalatable fact that
the Marathi-speaking people were not at all in favour of tane
bigger bilingual state,s But strangely enough, they refused to
respect the verdict of the voters and found consolation in the
fact that the Congress continued to be in power in the state as
a whole despite these reéverses. Demonstrations were staged by

the samlti before Nehru vwhen he visited Pgatapgad in 1959,

After Pratapgad, Samiti organised demonstrations in Deihd

on 19th December 1958, on border issue, Three thousand people
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83 Meanwhile the differences

from Maharashtra went for the morcha,
between constituent parties were increasing on various issues, In
the early days of the 1959 there was difference of opinion on the
issue of whether the struggle should continue on the question of

&84 On 18th January 1959

bllingual state or on border issue,
Samiti took decision to serve the struggle in border areas, non.
cocperation and Kar.bandi would be the weapons for this

85 in which Satara dlstrict provided several leaders

Satyagraha,
and volunteers., On lst May 1960 Goverment declared Samyukta

Maharashtra, with Bombay as itvs capital,

in due course the Samiti became politically a spent force as
it has outlived its purpose, Lts decline was inevitable once the
CHC decilded to create a separate state of Maharashira, None can
deny the powerful impact the Samitd had on the declslon.makers in
the Congress, It channelised the anger of the magses and after
initial difficultles, effectively corganized the Satyagraha
" campaign and variocus other demonstrations to give an outlet to
the feelings of the people, It did succeed in keeping the whole
issue of Samyukta Maharashtra alive and thus forced the CHC to
take note of the deep feelings of the people in Maharashtra.86
For a while it appeared that the leftist forces in Maharashtra
had been strengthened to the extent of overcoming caste.prejudices.
But 1t proved to be a short.lived illusion. There was no
agresment amongst the constituent parties about social and

economic policies and old rivalries did not die, Every party
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strove to extricate the maximum possible political bepefit and
the ensulng scramble could not held the unity.87 Ultimately the
PSP withdrew from the Samdtl within a fortnight after the
formation of Samyukts Maharashtra, Many members of the Klssan
Majdoor Party rushed to join the Congress, But the other
constituent parties of the Samitl preferred to remain in Samitd
in which the CpI enjoyed a commanding position, The Samiti
lingered on for a few years but after the formation of

Maharashtra it never posed a serlous threat to the cangress.88

Inside the Congress, however, Yeshwantrao Chavan played
his cards shrewdly. He persuaded the Central leadership to grant
the demand of unilingual state of Maharashtra with Bombay as its
capital. When 1t was officlally conceded in 1960, many Maratha
leaders were lured away from the Samitl and its constituent
parties, In 1962, the Panchayati Raj was brought into belng in
the State, With the decentralization due to the introduction of
Panchayati Raj, leaders of the Maratha caste felt that they no
longer have to struggle for rights against the hierarchy, rather
they themselves were the magters of the situation,s The cooperative .
network, that was being expanded as & part of the agricultural
development programmne, provided additional opportunities for them
to exercise power and enjoy prestige; The multitude of peasantry,
not conscious of the class interests, folloved these leaders in
the hope that they would exXercise the newly won power for
bekttering the lot of their caste-fallows, The disilluslonment
set in only at the end of the decade.
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The Republican Party of India after 1960, also £fell a prey
to the virus of splits. There were at least three groups leading
separate existence and claiming to be legitimate followers of
Dyr, ambedkar. The biggest secticn among them, led by the late
Dadasaheb Galakwad, after conducting a nationwide Satyagraha
movement in 18964, started aligning with the Congress on the plea
that their lot could not be improved without aligning wit:tlx the
ruling party, Thus, instead of joining hands with the working
magsses belonging to the other castes, the scheduled caste

leaders again chose to seek favours £rom the Govermnent.ag

There is a welcome effort at rejuvenating the Satyashodhak
Movement, but unless a process of introspection is switched on
amongst the Marathas youth and of degasting is initiated, the

mevement towards soclal equality will continue to remain weak.go

On the agrarian front, a wide range of activities have been
initlated since Independenca, In the erstwhlle Bombay State, the
0ld tenancy act was replaced by a neWw one in 1848 and in 1955 it
was substantlally amended with a view to making cultivating
tenantsowners of land which they had taken on lease, Prices of
agricultural produce had increased but to a lesser extent than
those of manpufactured products, So, the burden of land revenue
was not felt to be unbearably heavy, All intermediaries, including
the Khotl system in Konkan, Malguzarl in Vidarbha and Jahagirdari in
Marathwada, were abolished as alsc various hereditary watans, For

bringing about ‘a balanced and rapid economic development of the
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country, an era of planning was ushered in, agricultural develop.
ment was maturelly placed high on the agenda, National Extension
Service and Community Development Projects wera launched to help
the farmers increase thelir productivity by adopting modern
technigue, For tackling the age.old problem of indebtedness, a
Rural Craft Survey Committee was appointed, It submitted its
report in 1954, Its recommendation to exXpand cooperative network
to substitute village money.lender was accepted and vigorously
acted upon, Benefited by the advantage of an early start,
Maharashtra State made rapld strides, Cooperation was also
extended to processing activities and a large number of co.operative
sugar factories came into existence which have been doing

booming business,

All this presents a lofty picture, It is claimed by the
authorities that Maharashtra has brougnt about a green revolus.
tion, But this is only an appearance, It is a hard fact of life
that all these measures have conferred benefits on a small crust
of rich farmerse Credit and other facilities have been monopolised
by this section, Tenancy and ceiling laws are radical on paper,
their actual implementation has not helped the vast number of
tenantecultivators or landiesa labourers. All this could hsppen
because there are no strong organisations of small peasants and
landlesg labourers, The story of the earliey period has been

repeated in this pericd also.

True, there have besn dccasional agltations to focus
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peasants' problems, Demands for guaranteeing fair prices to the
agriculturists, or for cutting down the red tape from the
machinery engaged in supplying impetus to the cultivators have
been made forcefully, The Socialist Party, the PW,P., C.P.I.
and Lal Nishan Party had organised impressive demonstrations at
one time or the other., Demand for abolition of land revenue was
algo forcefully made, but to no effect. A few issues have been
successfully fought for, For example, small land.holders who
had leased lands to the sugar factories during the 19308 and
which were subseguently transferred to the State Agricultural
Corporation got back their lands on conducting a declsive
struggle. The government has also agreed in principle to allot
a plot of land, that would be irrigated by the Project, to the
farmers whose lands have been submerged in the respective
project, the projecteaffected farmera had given a tough fight
for that, Committeces consisting of representatlves of different
parties and a few prominent persons concerned with the issue
came to be formed, But no permanent organisation was evolved

out of them,

As noted eariier, leftist parties do champion the cause
of the peasantry. But they cannot attend ¢o day~to.day problems
of the farmers and supervise the bureaucratic machinery charged
with the implementation of the land reform programmes, Secondly,
since the parties have to cater for the votes of all sections,

they do not dare to displease the rich fammers. This places a
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severe limitation, they concentrate attention on the problems
in which the government is an adversary. Running peasant
organisations on class basls could not be seriocusly attempted

by these partles,

During the 19th and early part of 20th century, peasantry
was being referred to as one single group. The government had
accorded receénition to industrial labour and allocated
legislative seats to it in 1919 which were increased in 1935,
as compared with seats allocated to the commerce and industries
interests, 1t was a very miserly allocation for the labour.
Nevertheless the very fact that labour was given a separate
representation helped the public at large to recognise that
class, The peasantry also got leglslative representation, but
it was a blanket term clubbing all sections « rich farmers,
small peasants, tenants and labourers = together, So, the
problems of the small peasants and agrigultural labourers did

not recelve serious consideration in the public debate,

It is only after the advent of independence that agricula
tural labourgrs received attention as separate class, At some
places, struggles were launched for getting their wages
increased and even a few strikes were organised (e,g,s, in Bassein
Taluka of Thana district, later in some parts of Nagar district
etc.) , Demonstration tc get mogre wages on famine relief works
was effectively organised during 1953«54 and 1971 famines; that

helped in getting wage increases for agricultural work in nommal
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days also, In the sixties, agricultural labourers in the
lrrigated track organised themselves for pericdlecal wage
increases, Slowly the demand that landiess labouraers bhe given
land to cultivate gathered momentum, The Socialist Party in its
agitation of 1964 had emphasised this. Later on, the RPI launched
a nationwide struggle for five demands, one of which was
redistribution of land, Since capitalist trends increased in
agriculture during that decade and concentration of land ian a
few hands assumed alarming proportions, the issue of redistribu.
tion of land by lowering the ceiling on holdings vas pressed
by CPI and the Socialist Party and a land liberation movement
was launched in 1970, It mobllised the landless labourers all

over Maharashtra,

The CPI had formed Agricultural Labourers Association at
mnracti which conducted a few agitations for increase in wages
and redistribution of land, But it could not strike roots
amongst the agricultural labourers as a class, Similar is the
experience of the Socialist Party which had formed the Shetksri
Shetmazoor Panchayat in 1969, It made a fine start in Jalgaon
and Nasik distriocts, but could not expand its field 6f activity,

SATARA DISTRICT

Cooperative movement was deepp rfooted in Satara district
£rom old days. After independence it started flourishing on a

large seale, The age.old problem of indebtedness wvas solved on
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a conslderable scales But égain the benefit of the cooperative
network was gained by small crust of peasant soclety, those who
are big land.holders or those who have political power in their
hands, But at the same time the number of cooperative sugar
factories are lncreasing in the district and witﬁ that some of

the peasants also getting benefits of- it,

After independence when Tenancy and Ceiling Act was passed
the leaders in the district supported it. On thls issue Lal Nishan
party organised one Conference in village Shirambe in Karad
Taluka in 1952, where 8.X, Limaye and V,N., Patil were present, The
conference passed a resolution in which it sald “We would not
allow anvbody to come in our land and we would not go in other's
land., In Tenancy Act some of the tenants were losing their small
piece of land but at the same time law was giving them promise
that they would receive another land, This was the answer for the
situation, At the same time Satara Read workers went on a strike,
That struggle fana the peasants movement were linked with each

other. The workers and peasants were supporting each othex:.g‘}‘

In the dlstrict Shetkari Kamgar Party had good folliowing,
By this party also peasants conferences were organised in the
dlsetrpict, In 1949 peagant conference was organised at Warunjee,
where famous PWP leader Tulshldas Jadhav, V.N, Patil (then he was
in PWP) and Madhavrao Bagal were present. Again in 1951, another
conference was organised, at Shirwade, where Datta Deshmukh,

V.N, Patil, Shankarrao More, Keshavrac Jedhe and Nana Patil were
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present, Both the conferences passed a resolution demanding fair

prices for agricultural product.gz

We have already seen that the peasants under Sakharwadl
Sugar Pactory fought for thelr leased lends. Some of them had
given their land on elghteen year lease., Their contract was ending
after 1948, Under the lecadership of communist leaders like K,B.
Nalavade they took the possegsion of their iands when the crop of
sugarcane was standing in the fields, Peasants ploughed the farms
and destroved the crop. Factory with the help of Government filed
suits against the peasants, Advocate Vasantrao Bagal argued £rom
the side of peasants in the Court, At last company took back the

cages and peasants got campensation.93

The struggle was not ended, Though scme peasants got thelr
land back almost ten thousand acres of land rémained in the hends
of the company. Company was giving very meagre rent on this land.
S0, peasantg asked the land back, Both parties tried for
compromise, But agreeable solution did not come forward, Communist
Party’s Xisan Sabha helped the peasants in this struggle. They
arranged g campalgn for propaganda of the struggle £Or one and a
half years, The area coming on the digputed land was gcattered
in seventesn villages., In 1955 the struggle started and went on
for nine months, Commundst party supplied seven hundred volunteers
from all ever the district. Company planéeé sugarcane, peasants
used to pluck that, BEight hundred pegple including children and

women vere arrested, The leaders were Nana Patil, Shantaram
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Gurav, Tushar Pawar, Shekh Kaka, K.B, Nalawade, Bajirao Kadam,
Dongare cte, In one stage the male members of the village Tadwal
were arrested, But two volunteers worked to fulfill the necessi-
ties of the village., Even at the time of the demonstrations with
every ten peasants there was one party werker to accompany them,
Police arrested so many people, They put restrictions on Bajirao
Kadam, Nalav;fade and Dengare on their entry in the troubled area,
after nine months company agreed to pay more rent, So, many
peasants made contracts with company, Meanwhile Bombay Government
passed Ceillng Act, ¥With that the lands which were not rented
were owned by Governments Those who rented the land were benefited,
Still all land was not taken back by peasants, Three thousand
acres of land had remained in the possession of Government. To
this struggle other peasants whose lands vege not rented, helped

very mw::h.M

Meanwhile another peasants' problem came forward in Phaltan
state, after independence the state was merged with Indlian
territorys The ruler Naik Himbalkar had £ifteen thousand acres
of land in Phaltan Taluka, which was in the possegssion of the
tenants who were tiling it, These tenants were giving revenue
tax on this land to ruler Naik Nimbalkar. after the merger of
the state, Bombay Govermment gave an order to protect the rights
of Nalk Nimbalkar, With this order peasants should give twenty
rupees per acre to Nalk Nimbalkar and then they would own the
land, Peasants' demand was that they were tolling on the land

generaticns together, so they should get the land without any
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compensation, Kisan Sabha organised so many conferences of the
peasants in the taluka and put forwvard the demand of the
peasants, At last Govermment agreed to their demands. They were

ready to pay revenue to the Gavernment.gs

after independence these few movements were orgaunlsed in
Satara district by leftist partiess But after the starting of
Samyukta Maharashtra movement everybody's attention was
concentrated on that problem, nobody gave sufficient attention
to agrarian problem upto 1960,
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