PREFACE

umacha is one of the important Jaina sacred place & famous Jaina
shrine. Humacha at present is a small town located in the Hosnagar
taluka in the Shimoga district of Kamnataka state. But once
Humacha occupied unique place in the history of Jainism because it was the centre of Jaina
culture from 8th to 12th centuries A.D. The King Jinadatta, one of the rulers of Santara
dynasty, made Humacha as his capital and built palaces, offices, lake, Jaina temples, &

matha etc.

Even today number of Jains used to go to Humacha for seeking blessings from
goddess Padmavati. Generally we visit this place every year and saw many historical Jaina
temples as well as inscriptions there. Therefore I took interest and selected this topic for

my research work.

This work is heavily based on inscriptions translated by B.L. Rice. Again I
undertook field work there and collected some material. An attempt has been made in this
work to study “Jainism of ancient Karnataka with special reference to Humacha,” by using

some original work as well as secondary books pertaining to this topic.

In course of preparing this work I received help and co-operation from many

persons and institutions. My gratitude to them all is much greater than the work done.

Foremost among them is Dr. B.D. Khane, Reader, Department of History, Shivaji

University, Kolhapur, who has prompted me to carry out this work. His scholarly



suggestions, patient guidance, and encouragement generously extended to me. I must

really thank him for his constant inspiration to complete the research work.

I am also indebted to Prof. & Head Dr. B.R. Kambale and the staff members of the

History Department of Shivaji University, Prof. A.B. Dighe of Kolhapur for their kind co-

operation.

I received kind blessings from His Holiness Devendrakeerti Bhattaraka

Mahaswamiji of Humacha. I mention here their name with great gratitude.

My sincere thanks are due for the Librarians of Dr. B.Khardekar Library, Shivaji
University, and Rajaram College, Kothapur, Deccan College Poona, Dharwad University,

Dharwad & Humacha Library, Humacha.

My most specific debt to Shri. Bhushana Rao, Head Master & the staff members

of Paddmamba High School Humacha, who were helped me sincerely & who excited me

for this research work.

I should also thanks to Shri Bhisikar Guruji, Sri Manohar Sultane, Manohar
Miraje, Suresha Patane, Suresh Wankudre of Kolhapur, Gautam Dige of Pethvadgon,

Mahaveer Patil, of Kumbhoj for their co-operation.

Above all my deep sense of gratitude must go to my husband, Shri Prakash B.
Chavan, who is real motivator to encourage me for carrying out and completing this work
without whose co-operation, it was just impossible for me to complete this work. I

congratulate my two kids, Master Paddmaraj & Preeti, who showed their patience during



the period of my study and research work. By blessings of my revered parents, I have

completed this research work.

I am also thankful to Brotherly Ramachandra Hari Patil of Nipani, for his kind co-

operation & encouragement.

I am going to give sincere thanks to Mr. R.G. Kashalikar for the facilities of

computer services.

I am personally responsible for errors if any in this work.
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