The present state of Maharashtra came into being on Ist

May, 1960, Before and after ittsg creation it has produced a

large number of eminent personalities who have left their indklible
mark on various filelds of human development. In the galaxy of great
personalities of Maharashtra Chhatrapatli Shivajl Maharaj occupies ’
@ top most position. He established the w Hindavi Swarajya -~
in medieval times by getting over 1nnunera’ble'i'ntemal and external
odds. In modern times, Justice M.G.Ranade, G.K.Gokhale, Dadabhai
Navroji, Mahatma Phule, Savitribal Phule, Vasudeo Balwant Phadake,
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilek, Principal G.G.Agarkar, Karmaveer
Vvithal Ramajl Shinde, Maharaja Chhatrapati Sha!;u of Kolnhapur, 7
Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil, Dr. B.R.Ambedkar, Bhaskarrao Fadhav,
Keshavrao Jedhe, Com.S.A.Dange, Saint Gadge Maharaj, Saint Tukadoji,
Vinoba Bhave, Swatantrayaveer ‘ V.D.Savarkar, SeM.Joshl, Baba Amate,
Anutei Wagh, Kirloskar, Walchand, Lata Mangeshkar, V.S.Khandekar

and so many others have tried to qake not only Maharashtra - their

homelsnd but India modern and powerful in so niany fields. In their
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early lives most of these pérsonalities h‘ad to face a good
deal of ho__ri.fying challengese. However, by dint of their
firm aim, unflinching faith, selfless sacrifice, ceaseless
efforts they could achleve their goals. Yeshwantrao Chavan,
vho has been regarded as the second Shivaji or the architect
of modern Maharashtra also occupies an enviable and eminent
place in the galaxy of great sons of Maharashtra. In this
Chapter an attempt has been made to throw light on the

‘facets of the early life and education of Yeshwamtraoji Chaven.

Yeshwantrao Chavan was horn on 12th March, /1 @
in Deorashtrg/, an obscure village, <typical of the semi~human
conditions that pregailed in the India of those days. It is
about 10 miles from Karad, a small town in the District of
8atara1. His father Balwantrao was a simple farmer of Vite,
a small village in the Taluka of Khanaspur, Dist.Satara. His
mother Vithabai, came from village Deorashtre. Her father
vas Ravji Shidoo Ghadge, a farmer. She was married at the
age of eight and the co‘xgie gave b:\./rth to seven children -
Dnysnoba, Radhebai, Shripati, Khashaba, Ganpatrao, Yeshwantrso
and Pandurang,of @only four children survived vié.mymoba

Radhabai, Ganpatraoc and Yeshwantraoao \ Balwantrao -
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Chavan, cultivated his own land of about four to five acres
and wrested his livelihood from it by working on his own

as woli as by co~eperating with others. As the land was
dry and depended mostly on rain-fall, he coéuld hardly meet
the expenses out of its produce. So he used to sell the
surplus milk and ghee from his cows and buffaloes to a
sub-judge of Vite.  In due course of time, his precarious
finances drove him to request the Sub-Judge to give him a
Job.  The Sub-Judge, being sympathetic towards Balwantrao
got him 'appomtea as his bailiff in his Vita Court. In
"this cantext Yeshwantrao in his »tuto-mography entitled

" Krishnakatha " states that » The names of his grand-father
was S;ghoji Chavan who had two children 3§ Ramchandra and
Balvantrao. Since Ramchandra had some education, he left
agriculture and started working as a Government Bailiff,

- Balwantrao contimued with agriculture since his father,

his grand father - Rano]i and his great grand father Baloji
were all simple farmers. But subsequently, after a few

_ days it became obvious that only agricultural activities
were insufficient for famlily maintenance. So Ramchandra

tries his level best and got 2 job of Goverrment Bailiff

—
-

for Balwantr 20. His appointment used to be in Vita
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Dehivadi and Karad alternatively. When Yesbwantrao was born
his appointment was at Karad. He worked at Karad for many
years. Thus the two brothers Ramchandra snd Balwantrao

3
worked as Govt. Bailif;f.

- By 1917, Balwantrao Chavan was transferred to

Karad. Hardly had he settled with his family in Karad when
the terrible epidemic of Plague was spreading throughout
India. It also broke out in Karad. Consequently, Balwantrao
sent his wife ané. children to ;.)eorashtri\/ and himself stayed
behind as he could not take leave of his service. Plague
affect§d his helath and finally he died of it, yhm Yeshwantrao
vas just about four years of age.  About the sad demise
of his father, Yeshwantrao remembers, " ] remember very
distfactly how my father came to our village fram Karad.

He came with fever, walking from the Rallway Station which
‘ is about three miles away. In those days, there was no
road trangport in my area. The road passed through hilly
areas. ] saw him coming and ] went upto him. He said to
me, * Son,' @'t bother me. I am not well. " And he went

]
inside the house. A few days later he passed avaylf

Now, with the sudden demise of Balwantraso,
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everything looked dark for the bereaved £z ones in the Chavan
family. Yeshwantrao was unfortunstely deprived of fatherly
love and security at the tender age of four. His further
life became devold of his fatherts love and care. Many of
Yeshwantraots admirers, however, believe that his mother's
love and care thus doubled. Defacto after his father's death
they have literally became ofphaned. At this juncture, the

only ray of hope vas his greand mother and maternal uncle. Yet

— e i

Vitp_ﬁai worked hard for four to six months and gave her children

the rare courage and strong will to survive in adverse conditims

Vithabai vas( a 0ld peasant voman who did not have any education.
E—

Though the Chaven family was poor, the mother Vithabai felt

that she should impart education to her children. She had meke

a difficult § choiece of whether she should stay with her
brother at Deorashtra or go to Karad for the sske of her
childrents education. 8ince hir husband had vorked at Karad,
and the town offered better facilities for education, she
preferred to move to Karad. But since her husband'd death,

she had nothing to fall back upon. She had a difficult time

-as she had to bring up her children and to educate them.

Vithabai, however, could manage to get her

husband’'s job of Bailiff for her eldsr son Inyaoba who was

(eeeb)
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18 years old. Inyeanoba could get the job because of the
kindness of an English Dist. Judge of Satara. Many of 7
busband?s bailiff friends used to came and sympathise with .
her. Since Balwantr 80 vas an honest and sincere persen
one of the Munsiffs at that time in Karad called Vithsbai
and consoled her by saying tlat he would try and get Beiliff
Job for his elder san. Mr. Shingste, ancther bailiff
friend of her husband took them to Satara to meet the Dist,
Judgi. To go to Satara they had teke the night train from
Karad to Koregaon. On reaching Koregaon at dawn they took
thetChakada' (Bullock Cart) to Satara. They mest met the
Dist.Judge at the Satara Dist.Judge Coui'b vhich is housed in
the palace of Satara. As per his instructions they roturned
to Karad and within one to two weeks Dnyanoba got the appointment
order to joik his father's postét ba,.ilifa |

But the post of baih}f did not provide enocugh
to keep meredy nearly half a dozon mouths going. While his
father had supplemented his pittance with grains from Vita,
Dnysnoba could do no such things at hig tender ages His job
was s;all, his income meagre. At that time many a low income
Govt. servants in Karad lived in an expensive way. These

people thought themselves a cut above the common man. They

(¢« ooc?)
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formed their ow exclusive areas. The Chavans, however, chose
to dwell in the peasant locality. Dnyanoba, his wife and

Q
his mother betrayed no such gretesque organisati 6.

1]

Yeshwantrao! s maternal uncle Dajli Ghadge vas a
man of easy circumstances. He tock Yeshwantrao away with him
to his house in the village of Dodwashtra. The boy entered
primary school at Deorashtra. Since he was bom here, tﬁa
house and the village were nothing new to him. He was quite

| \ at home in the present milieu. Deorashtra, a small enchmted

\ village in present Sangli Dist. is an imborn Godly village on
v,
the border of Khanapur, ¥slva and Tasgaon Talukas which lived

9 and prospered on the Banks of the beautiful streamletf Sonhirsf,

" Yeshwantreo was born ¢on fhis soil in a mud héuso near the

\ . house of a veaver. To the R West a house of Ramoshi and to

the South 1is thé village road. Nearby is ax;ﬂgﬂi&‘a;%

(\ tWada ' and near to it is an old house of@linndidi' . His
uncle worked with a copper smith and hardly earned enough to

- feed the family. As a boy he was more interested in sports
and games tﬁan in studies. He used to Bakh bunk school some
times and bury his books and slate in the sand on the bank of

Sonhira. His fidends were Gopinath Salunkhe and the children

of the Ramoshis end Muslims staying next to'his maternal unclers

(osee8)
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houses  He would play withi !Viti Danduf etc. and swim

for hours in the Sonhira stream. They organised wrestling,

bouts of youngsters in the garden of Kamalu Mahinda. Yeshwantrao
and his young friends used to go for bvathing in Kemazlu's well
pick mangoes, along withh is mother, maternal aunt, and his
sister Radhakka and then go to the market at Kundal to sell the
mangoessn and earn & ruppee or SO. When Yeshwantraso went to

Deorashtra to hold a meeting he reminisced about his childhood,

" ] used to run away through Sangar alley after plucking Tamrinds
of Govandi « wash my clothes on Tukal and pick up'Avalas® from
Dajibats orchard. Such 1is my village. When I come here, even

the stones of this village talked to mo'7.

After four years of school &£ in the primary
level at Decoreshtra Dnyan Mandir, the urchin was back home in
Karade His interest in study was enhanced and he went further
up and passed his Marathi VIIth Std. He went to the Tilek
High school in Karad in 1927 for further education. Yeshwantrao
was one of the fortunates whose life began to undergo a ridecal
change because of the opportunity of getting English Education.

A

m —
For this, the cr edit (does) to his brother Ganpsatrao, who was

greatly influenced by the social revolutionary idealism of

Mahatma Jyotiba Pmle ( @to 1890). He was convinced of the

{ na
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importance of BEnglish Education and readily showed Yeshwantrao

the path of new Bducation despite being poorB.

At that time, to get freeship for economically
backward students required recommendations fram a reputed
| person. For this reasoh ,' ‘you@eshwantrao went to a rich
and reputed person of his vil\ige. The concerned person was
well acquainted with the Chavan femily and knew how poor they
wvere. Instead of sympathising with the yoéng Yeshwantrso
and giving him the necessary letter of recommendation, the
concerned person humiliated him. This small incidence hurt
the self respect of Yeshwantrao and he es henceforth decided
not to take any help from any person for further education,
However, he decided to continue his studies despite various
obstacles and adverse conditims. The aforesaid incidence
must have left a very telling effect on Yeshwantrao(s mind,
because as soon as he came into pover in future, one of
~ his important decisions was to impart camplete free educstion
N to the economically backward students of Maharashtrea.
_/} Maharashtg a was then the i’g;;@_ _step to take such g progressive
measure in free India, This incidence also helps us to

show how sentimental and self respecting Yeshwantrao was in

his young days too.

(oeee10)
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During this period most of the Maratha population was
scattcred in the villages and their life was dependent upon
agriculture and agricultural labour. Most of them were
uneducated, poor, ignorant and were being exploited. The
English Education in those days was open to all. But it could
be acquired by a few Brahmin and white@persons. Bven
through the Maratha elites could have educated their young
people, they had neglected this important aspect. That is
' why the rift between the Brahmin end Non Bralmin went on
widening. Most of the respectable Govi. jobs went to the

educated Brahmin class and the poor neglected village based

" Marathas were overlookeds Even the Britishers as per their

e

policy of " Devide and Rule " encouraged the existance of
such a type of society. Thus, the whole of social 1life
in Maharashtra was in shreds. The same condition was also
found in the Muslim tommunity. Only the previleged and
elite sectioniof the society were financially and educationally
sound. The condition was such that only the elite from Parsi

2

Muslim, Brahmin and Maratha communities were involved in political

'

and social stwuggles and curL ents and undercurrents. Rest of the

masses were aloof fram this. Yeshwantrao observed this state of

(see11)
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Society when he was taking his education at Tilsk High School.
Once a School Inspector asked the students @ they would like
to be. Some of the students said that they would like to be
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, some aspired to be Mahatma Gandhi,
others ambition was to be Jyotiba Pmle. But Yeshwantrao said,
® I to-day's Yeshwant would be known as Yeshwantirao Balwantrao
Chavan vhen I am o0ld *. This was indeed a prophecy that came

true. while still in School he plunche himgelf into the

e

freedam movement. / Shri. B.M.Gogate and xeshwantrao used to

sit on the same Bench. A gra:od pxbcess:l.on v:lng slogans ggainst

the British regime were was proceeding. The Principal had

L m—

warned the students not to leave their sits./ But as the

procession approached/ the ’§ghool, Yeshwantrao (signed/Gogate
7

and himself rushed out of the class. He took the *Tricoloum
from one of the persons in the procession and hoisted it on

the top of a Neem treey and'@the slogan * Inkilab Zindsbad t

10NG LEVE INDEHDDICEg!.. X

Throughout India the Civil disobediance movement
- =

was éffectj going on under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi.

However, in the then Bombay Presidency, the middle class elite

Marathas and even the non.Brahmins in general fere not joining

the C.PMs full fledgecny} Hence Yeshwantrao decided that he

T u&uﬁﬁmm KHAKUEXAR LIBKASD
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should go to the masses and tell them in their own language about
the needs to join the main stream of freedom struggle lodged by the
Indian National Congress. Subsequently in 1930, Yeshwantrao

got the opportunity to take an active part as a Satyagrahi in

Civil Disobediance Movement. At the same time thefollower of the
Satyashodhsk Sanaj‘ and the leader of the non.Bralmin party Shri.
Keshavrao Jedhelfmm Pune and the great social refomer Shri.
Vithal Ramji Shinde (1873 « 1944 ) who had spent decades of his
life in the service of the Dalits had also joined the Civil
Disobediance Movement. The entry of Shri. Keshavrao Jedhe had
weekened the Non-Brahmin Party. Prior to this in 1927, vhen
Yeshwantrao was studying in VIIth std. there was a big public
meeting at the ground in front of Yeshwantram's House in Shukrawar
Peth,Karad . Regarding this ﬁeeting Yeshwantrac in his
Auto-biography writes, " The famous duoe-political leaders Shri.

Keshavra® Jedhe and Shri. Dinkarrao Jawalkar held a wonderful pfblic

meeting. Specially the speefh made by Dinkarrao Jawalkar was

PO

TN
venw His subject was " The Future of the Bralmins®,

He had severdly (critised|'Shri,/ Iokmanya Tilsk, Wwhile critising the
—
Brahmins which was not(appropriated)as per my thinking. I was

perturbed that even at this tender age I could think about this
10

. compkex problem ", This only indicates that Yeshwentrso from his

(eee13)
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very tender age had a political awareness and an analytical

acumen.

Yeshwantrao cherished a deep fraternal affection
for this@l’ejﬁé\brother Genpatrao who had a penchant for
vri;t]ing. He called him Ganpu. Ganpu had sporting
encounters with some of the most famous wrestlers of the region.
Yeshwantrao was injected by Ganpu's fascination for wrestling,
and he became an expert himself in the art and science of the
graple. Though he did not have any wrestling bouts with any
distinquished wrestler, he did participate in schood matches eand
often emerged a winner. Yeshwantrao also Rad a great interest
in drama. He used to participate in the dramas presented
at the annual school gathering of Tilak High School. He also
used to gsee all the dramas which were staged in Karad. There
were a group of educated persons who had fommed a drama associstioha
One drama entitled " Bebandshahi " written by Aundhakar wgs
very much appreciated by him. Shri. Sahastrabudhe, a teacher

fram the Tilak High School played the role of Sambhaji and

Baburao Gokhale pleyed(® Kalusha Ksbji '. Yeshwantrao has

written in his Disry that the drama was much more of a higher
g quality than those performed by the professionals. In one

drma@b t/ directed by Baburao Gokhale, Yeshwantrao

(ooo 1"})
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played the role of /\domestic servant. At the show of this drama

stage at Kirloskarwadi, Yeshwanirao's role was greatly applanded11

In his Auto-biography entitled ' Krishn@ Yeshwantreo
has mentioned that all thete fam:ll; members were highly obliged
to Gappatrao because of the hardships he tried to take on his
young shoulders when he was studying in the matriculation class.
He had known poverty and blamed it for campelling him to abandon
his ambitions of higher education and a farm of his own. He felt
that their famiikex ‘family's fate could be changed on their own
capsbilities. They we;‘e then staying at@saburao (fm;)ai's house
in Shikrawar Pethe This Babureo @was an educated\—;mrson.
He involved Ganpatrao in his scheme of doing agriculture in the
Indore state where uncultiveted land was availsble. Inspite of
his mothert's reluctance to let him go Ganpsatrao left for Indore
vith /ljabﬁ;ao. In this far off place also his fate did not
favour him. The climate over there didnot suit him either.
He fell ill now and then and had to encounter serious difficulties
regarding money and agricultural impliments. ‘In the mean time
,@. @@ ceme back from Indore and enrolled himself in the Army.
@Ganpatrao came back to Karad a disappointed man.

His mother consoled him by saying that he had made a great mistake

by going to Indore and it wasg frutile )to blame others because it

(eee 15)
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vould create undue ill-feeling. He should rectify his mistake
and start going to school again. Though h 30”:{;.3&’?5 schygk;olu\_
and tried hard to appear in the examination,@;; could
not bear to see his mother vworxk so hard for thems So he took
up a local job and told Yeshwantrac that the maintenance of their
femily was henceforth his responsibility and that mother would not
vork hard any more. Now he would see to it that Yeshwant;-ao

completed his education.

He and his brother Gampatrao were ciosed to
each other in the sense that Yeshwantrao was influénced by
Gampatrao theugh they often@@iolentﬁ on political issues.
They were brought up in en area which was knewn in thosedays
for strong anti-bralmin sentiments and Ganpatrao was involved
actively in the ;tya Shodhsk Movement which was a protest against
tm@sratmin domination. Yeshwantrso analysed the aims,
merits and dengrits of the Satyashodhak Movement. He even asked
various gquestions about the various social and political
developments in the country. That was the period when the
Simon Commission was in India and the country was dsadly against
ite The political atmosphere in India was tense. Political
prisoners carried on hunger strikes in jails. The Congress,
the W@ and even individuals carried on continuous

(eees16)
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fight against the British Government. All this made a deep

impact on Yeshwantrao's mind who was still in School. His

eyes opened up to a higher cause - the freedioam of the cauntry for
'

which people could die. He womdered why /\peOple were involved

in petty conflicts. He started reading Marathi News Papers

like Kesari, Maratha, Dnyanodaya, elc. and whatever came to

his smalliown. He wanted t0 know what was happening to the
Congress leaders like Gandhiji and others. Gandhijitst Salt -
Satyagraha@filled Chavan with enthusiasm. An urgef in him

to rebel against the oppreésive Government soon manifested.

Mean while Yeshwantrao had joined the main stream
of Eationaliat Bolitics, the Gandhian Movementi. He was only
18 then and highlj obessedsed with'Satyagraha'and tPrebhat Pherigtz ‘
In 1930, on joining the Civil Disobediance Movement Yeshwantrao
vas pnﬁ in Jail for four weeks. After being released from the
local jail in 1931 he was supposed to continue with his studies
since he was in his Matriculation year. But after caming out of
jail the impact of the gaﬂional Movement, however, continued to
perturd his mind. The people of Karad had ut;abatedly continued
their stwuggle. In 1932, it culbinated iﬁAlflag Eoisting on the
building of Karad Municipal Council and distribution of bulletins

became his work and for thatl again he had to go to jail for another
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fifteen months. Because of this he had to forge forego his
Matriculation Exemination. He had passed his VIIth std.
successfully but due to his being in an out of jail he could
not camplete his Matriculation Examination till 1933. However,
after his release subsequently his teachers admitted him in the
Matriculation class and after studying hard he passed his

1
Matrgculation in 19311».3

Yeshwanirac used to visit Deorashtra during his
vacations. In his early childhood he had seen various people
there and the intricacies of their character were very important
from his point of view. In the village he visited some plsces
and met some 'people, one of them was Babu Tell in his early fiftiesgq

a .
who was, avery fascinating character. He used to visit his place

A
once oxibdice }/a day. This Bsbu Tell had a close relationship
with his maternal unclets family and they also teated him very
lovelingly. He had a\@extracting ﬁachine( Ghang) at nis
place. While putting ground-nuts in the machine and going
round it @the bullocks that@ the machine he used to sing

the songs. He also told Yeshwantrac who sat behind the( Ghana

a number of interesting md@stoﬂes and
‘ \
thd Deorashtra people which made Yeshwantrao/lmmgh @

Yeshwantrao also had a lot of fun and mischief with the beys

(eeee18)
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from the Ramoshi Galli on the Deorashtra towns= ground (Mal ).
In the afternoon they used to go to a hill about two to three
miles from the vhllage to eat berries. Though eating@
had 1little importance for him the compeany of the boys fascinated

him. They all@ to treat him with love and respect because

at that time he was studying at a @15 place at Karad.

On one such visit to Deorashtra he recalls a
conversation with a family friend@Sakharan Mhaske. He
would aise always ask Yeshwantrao, " How much will you study v
Yeshwantrao would answer " I will study as much as possible n,
Mhaske asked again, " Will you study atleast to qualify for the
post of Mamlatdar ?* Yeshwantrao answered, ® Ies,lthah much
I will definitely stugy". Then Mhaske's eyes filled with
tears. He sald again, " Yes, you become a Mamlatdar and
on becoming cne, you take a transfer to Vite and visit Deorashtra,
The Patils and all the elites of the village will be there to
receive you snd infront of them you call me to your side. So
that my position end respect in the village will be tremendously
enhanced\"“’. This showwd the outlook of people then towards
education and having a relationship with $he person holding a

Government post was prestigious from the social point of view.

Subsequently, when he became a Minister he met Mhaske who was

( 000019)
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- very happy meeting him. But Yeshwantrao was unsure whether he
vas very happy because he had become a Minister and not the
N
-~ Mamlatdar. somt/!:ov he could not fulfill Mhaskets £ dream that

of becoming a Mamlatdar.

/ Another memory of his early days, a pleasant one,is

— e ST
? that of 'Sagareshwar'}; The thousand year old(beautyful/temple

about a mile and a half from his villages As a young lad, Chavan

accompanied his mother on her numerous visits to..\ ?:iais Lord Shivats
Temple:”} He remembers thf;s grand mother telling him one dsy,
* Daring your birth, yow mother had great pains. She even

.~ fainted . Since ourts was a small gillage, there was no &spital

facility. The home-made medicines did not take any effect.
/"“”"‘“\

1/1{.alaoly rayed to Sagercba to meke

I vas very worried. Then

me successful in keeping Akka (Vithal /was called Aka ) alive. And
offered to keep the child's name Yeshwant in his rememberance.

As Sagereba listened I have kept your name Yeshwant1 5!.

Thus, Yeshwantrao the maker of modern Maharashtra
1 \ was born on the henks of the river Krishna from the North and the
" \Koyana river fram the South meeting each other and foming a
confluance known as ¢ Priti Sangam * at Karad and then flowing
Eastward. Karad is a very old town having a histou@

effect.  When Yeshwantrao was staying there the populatich was

(eeee 0
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about 15 to 16 thousand and almost everybody knew each other there.
fhough the town was small it had itts o_{m characteristics. It wvas
an importeant cammercisl centre. There was a tradition of
education and interest for studies. Rven to-day; when one visits
Karad, cne finds on the banks of river Krishna@settlmnts
vhile on the banks of river Koyana the settlement of Marathas and

the people of other communities,

During Yeshwantraot's times the commercial centre
was in the heart of the town, ' Mandal ' and *Muslim Mohalla' on
the table land. To the Eastern side there were@ settlemente
Generally, everybody was had some sort off;elationship vith esch
other. During Yeshwantts educatlonal period in Karad, there was
anly one High School and one mediocre Public ILibrary. This
{ibrary was an important seeter centre of lectures, seminars and
discu;;sions. There were many people who met here to discuss their
national feelingse Both father and son Altekar, Shri Pandu Anns
Shiralkar, Baburao Gokhale, Ganpatraq Batanai, Kishanlal Premraj
were somebf them. As a memoraialokmanya Tilak, some of
these important persons started English Schoolpt Karad. Today
Karad is one of the imporrtant educational centres in Western
MaharahBhtra. This small town also had a great fasféination for

pOlitics. There were all types of political thinking groups havina
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active members. And in this cultural and political background

@Yeshwmtrao Balwantreo Chavan.

)|

et

Thus, to conclude Yeshwantraots early life and
education is nothing but the beginning of his relentless struggle
for noble causes in life. It is indeed a moWwing one. Starting
vith no advantages as we understand them and loosing his father
at an early stage of three yeai's, young Yeshwantrao can truly
be regarded as the architect of his own destiny'’s  With only
an elder brother to help, he educated himself and started to be
appreéiated and@ noticed while still in his tender age.
Though his mother was uneducated still she was well aware of the

need for education and becauge of this she decided to make available
e —~

all the possibilities she and myonob( imt provid; to the two

younger sons. In this context, Yeshwantrao says, " When my elder
brother got a job, for some days he was in Karad. But afterwards,
he left for Vita on transfer. My mother decided té stay back

in Karad and complete the education of her two younger sms, It was
an obsession with her"w. Tmas, he had a very bhumble and meagre
educational facilities at his disposal. He vas in a real sense
a@]ﬁt;;i@ who went on to become one of the most dynamic

political leaders of post Qndependané%) era in our country.
e

1
Hlis leadership was mainly a self acquired orus.8

¢

(00022)



«22-

S0 in a way Yeshwantrao Chavan attended but one school .
thet was the school of life and sat at the feet of one teacher ang
that was the teacher of experience. Without any advantages of
either richness or birth of patrmnage or favoursble circumstances,

19
he rose to an eminent position which was the envy of all. Thus

as the morning shows the day, in a like manner Yeshwantrao's early
1life literally showed tf;e glimpses of what was to cme@
His inbom love for democratic socialism helped in a big way to

lead India on the right path of secular democracy and sodialism,
His thoughts were moulded and shaped by the writings of Marx, lenin
M.N.Roy, Bertrand BRussel, Gandhiji and Jawakharlal Nehru. His living
feith in socialism arose from the poverty and misery ef millions

of his country men in rural India amongst whom he was born and

brought up.
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