CHAPTER 11
YESHWANTRAOJI CHAVAN AS A Fm FIGHTER 1930 TO 19u46.

InMGandhian Era the Indian National Congress was
transfermed from a mere debating association into a strong mass
organisatioh. After the death of lLokmanya Tilak on Ist August,
1920, Mahatma Gandhiji became the true 1eader of %cugress. From
1920 to 1947 he dominated the polit:hcal scene in India. In this
respect A.R.Desal states, " Gtmdhiji dominated the political schne
like a2 Titan. His contribution to the Nationalist Movement was

unique"1 .

The time.when Gandhljl entered Indian politics, the
political conditions in India were far from satig{'gctory. The | (}
terririst revolution;awe completely frustratéd and the methods 7
and means of the moderates Bad proved putdated- The extremists
functioning within the limits of established state laws also failed
to make further progress. When these three schools of political
activities were rendered ineffective, Gandhijl appeared on the
political horizon of India. He was nol merely a politician. He
added to the Congress the additional plans of soclial, economic and
rengious reforms. He always @in mind that Ihdia mainly

lived in the villages and accordingly prepared his programmes of
village uplift. Hindu Muslim. uniti\vas his cherished ideals. He

ol
devoted his energles to eradica.te untouchabili’cy. His educational views
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different. bue to these additionail plans the Indian masses
were largely atiracted towards the Congress. Due to Gandhijits
leadership the Congress gradually became stronger and other
political forces axcepting the Muslim league became very much
ineffective and insignificant. The non-Brahmin party in Bombay
Presidency which mostly represented the idealogies of Mahatma
Phule and Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj of Kolhapur and which upheld
the course of the bahujan Samaj was also no exception to it.
Gandhiji launched the following seﬁn movements against the

British Rule between 1917 and 1947. These movements were (1)

Champaranya Satyagraha, 1917, (2) Kheda Satyagraha of 1918,(3)

i
i

|

%
H
"

Remlat Act Satyagrsha,1919 , (4) Non-violent, Non-coperation
1920 to 1922, (5) Civil disobediance Movement in two phases fram
1930 to 1931 and from 1932 to 1934, (6) Individual Satyagraha -
1940 (7) Quit India Movement - August 8, 1%2. However,

the Non-Co-operation Movement, the €ivil Bisobediance Movement

and the Quit India Movement were the three important stages

{ through which Gandhiji €ould lead India to complete independance

1n 1947. As these movements had their beginning in Bombay
Presidency, they were quite effectiw in it. The Bahujan Samaj
which was largely associated with the Non-Brammin Party had
joined the Congress by 1930 as the Nationalist Youths were

permitted to join the Congress on their own. The exoMus of the
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natiolists, youths in large number under Keshavrao Jedhe's
leadership make the Non-Brahmin Party very much ineffective
and insignificant thereafter in the politics of the Bombay
Presidency. Yeshwantraoji Chavan did not remain aloof from
these spectacular changegs. He took active part in the Civil
Disobediance Movement and Quit Indla Movement. This Chapter

intends to assess the role of Yeshwaniraoji Chavan as a

freedam fighter in these movements.

No doubt Yeshwantrao took three years from
1930 to 11 933 to pass his Matriculation exalinati;:n, however,
those three years were very important as far as his political
thinking process was concerned. In jail he had meetings with
many senlior freedom fighters who were also thinkers. There
were cross currents of socialism which had taken deep roots in
the COﬁgress itself. There was a great mo&emmt in the Congress
to side line and oppose the reactionary @ts forces and
progressive and‘iggg:_ialists forces fthg.t, were taking shape. On
National level Shri. JafgrPrakash Narayan,tcharya@'afenderaxneo,
Usef Meher All, Achyutrao Patwardhan, S.M.Joshi/\N.G.nore had

made a decision to strengthen the lobby of soclalist movement.

Yeshwantrao Chavan was aware of all this. As a
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ke
studentnused to attend all those meetings on the bank of the

river Krishna in Karad. That was making a positive impact on

.. 2

his mind. This is howv during the formation of the Socialistsc

forum in the Congress party Yeshwantrao was little bit involved in

2
it.

In those stommy days Jail had become a training
center for young political workers. Yeshwantrao was a voracious
‘Reader and a receptive student. During his confinement in jail

he came in contact with many prominent leaders like Acharya Bhagwat,

QIS

Raosaheb Patwardhan ,/&‘: MeJ oshi@ m&xy others., The political

[P

i
prisoners used to meet and discuss among themselves various

political problems. They even organised study classes for the
less educated. Yeshwantrao readf various books and bulletins
on History, literature, politics and socialisme He 8ls0O read
Marxian literature and several works of the British Fabian
Socialists. He also read EKakramd Ruiisx Bertrand Russellfs

tRoad to Freedom' and some Labour Party bulletins written by

J—

s

Sir Strafford@ He had gdjusted himself very well with
the prisoh 1life. He read a lot and tried to understand various
political problems. As he puts it, " thal was really the year
of revolution for ne"3. His real political education began

' rare :
behind the prison bars. It wa s a zes® kind of education imparted
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through book, bulletins and discussions which provided him
an insight into the minds of nationsl leaders. It also
exercised a tremendous influence on him and he came out of

jail 1933 a much wiser man.

After Matriculation, Yeshwantrao joined the
esteemedRgjaram College at Kolhapur. However, though he
was physically present at Kolhapur, mentally he was in Satara,
Thus his higher education at Kolhapur and the political activities
in Satara wvent on simultaneously. Pont;cg however, was his
first love and from 1934 onwards even whhem he when he was a
student:, he was actliwe ly involved in political workl". " The
Satara District was politically very active and a sense of
political awareness was there. After the Civil Disobediance
Movement of 1930, poor masses and the elites from the Maratha
Community 1n the Satara Dist. started joining the main stream
of political activity. This stream of young political workers
decided to follow the leadership of Yeshwantrao for constructive

political work and@esﬁit —t\l;/the Satara ¥Bist. Congress

organisation was started. To fight with the mighty British
Imperialist,sthe policy was to organise the Congress and

side awé= by side w¥igeu (rigo{imusi'ywcmtest the Council

Election of 1937 for whatever power strength could be achieved.

Though Yeshwantrao was studying in Rajaram College,
( [ A XN} 30)

he used to
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spend three days in a week for the Satara Dist. Orgeanisation.
During his absence in College, one of his Classmates @Ayachit
(At present a practising lawyer at Mayani) used to give his proxy.

Seven to eight months of his college 1ifé he used to devote for

the organisational work by moving ronndénthe* m‘assvest\and trying
to inculcate political awareness in them. The last two months he
would study sincerely and appear for his examination. In this way,
though there were hardahips both financlal and otherwise he
campleted hls college education with determination and completed
his graduation in 1938 in economics. Among others his lefturers
were Profe N.S. Phadake and/vg Principa v Dr. Bal Krishna, the
famous Historian, Both of them loved Yeshwantrao as he was a harde
working, sincere, and deeply committed to his studies. Dr. Bal
Krishna was also wery happy that his student was in the fore?rront
of the National Hovement.' Though he was very strict in his

dealings he often treated Yeshwantraot's difficmlties with kind

considerationf .

In the mean time the Satara Dist. was becoming
more aﬁ\d more politically aware and active. Yeshwantrzo had
started organising political meetings, seminars, public relationships,
persmél friendships and building organisatioﬁ. He was so engrossed
in his work t;hat he even forgot to eat his meails. Only when he
felt the pangs of hunger he would go to any political workers
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house and eat'Bhakarit and ‘Chatanit' and continue with his work.
While going from place to placa. he either used to walk, go by
bullockcart or go on a bicjcle. During this period, as fer the
Government of India Act, 1935, in 1937 the Bombay Presidency
Council Election was declared. In Satara Dist. at that time,
Advocate Bhausaheb §oman from Satara, Baburao Gokhale from
Karad, Advocate Dadasaheb Altekar from Karad, Tarktirtha Laxman-
shastri Josii of Wal, H.R. Mahajanl from Satara, Kashinath |
Deshmukh, Raghunath Limaye, Demuanna Ekbote, Kisan Veer,Indulkar,
etc. were doing active pdlitical work in different Talukas of
Satara Dist. ‘But along with them a young politician in his
mid twenties had made a great impact in the politics of the D:l.stri.ct5
This young man was young in mxbkaxre age but matured in politics.
He had sbundantenthusiasm. This young man was no less than

Yeshwantraojl Ghavan.

During 1937, the most powerful and influential
person in Satara wasé;i) Dhanaji Shaw Booper. He vas one
of the wealthiest and mdst prosperous factory owners around.
He had {f’plenty of land in Satara, a factory at Satara/road and
Poona. ;Ie held the liquor monopoly of the District. 4an mtelligent'
astitute astute and able student of the time. He took care to
centralise the political power of the whole district in his own
' self. He cﬁptured the Chaimanship of ?hghvSatara, D,,iff‘__@?’iv‘3°ard‘

('Ooom
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He got a rich commercial magnet named Raosaheb Kalyani installed
as the President of the Karad Dist. local Boarde It was
Yeshwanirao's job to cut his way through the barrier of such
strong and tough personages as Sir Dhanji and Raosaheb Kalyani.
They were financially snug and camfortable old tmers/gg:gout
and within the Congress. These well to do traditionalists were
Opposed to the new rewlutionary personalities of the great
@nansts drganisation. There had always been an engaging
m:;“ :n—éiw_een socialisy and capitalism and Yeshwantrao? reéi:—e? )
his brain as to how -to resist the Cgpitalistic (gooperito;fﬂe
finally found a way out. He étarted a socialist group which
was not Opi:osad to the capitalists'but to Capitalism, not to

1ndiv1duals but tofism. |  He wanted a Congress Ticket for the

son of the soil. His young followers fell ih this design. He
put up Bhausaheb Atmaram Patil(Borgaonkar) for the Assembly
Electiogj. But the candidate needed brisk election propaganda
and that in 1ts‘ub tum needed money. The prospects of his
own success locked dismal and dsem dim. His supporters just
picked up the Tricolbur Flag and went walking fram village to
village to win votes for him. Yeshwantrao was at the head of
this caﬁpaign. He plotted, his he spoke, he wrote. He

strained every nerve, every resource poésible to make his candidate

hel
successful. He forged ahead uncaring for/_mg and sympathy.
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Pandit Jawarharlal Nehru spoke at Swami Baug' in Karad.
Yeshwantrao put the country side under his spemchy feet, exhorting

the farming populace to hear Nehruts message in Karad. In the

election the Cooperites knuckled under. The Dist.local Board

He
administration slipped into the hands of'L Congress. Anon power
and influence fell out of the pocket of the Capitalist into the

M
hands of common man. Thus Yeshwantrao gave a brave show down °
to capitalism and to his thoughts, speeches and actions today

are wvorthy of a free and united 1ndia6.

Yeshwantr;o and his coworkers had already
captured the Satara Dist.Congress by 1937. This made the
conventional leaders quite upset. The 1938 ;lg.'lections of the
Congress Presidentship was on and Shri. Bhhusaheb Soman had
alregdy decided the person who would be the leader; but
Yeshwantrao and some political workers from Karad decided to
put the name of Pandu Master of villége Yede Nipani as the
President oi‘l\congrvess. This Election was supposed to be held
at Karade Some people were doubtful about the peaceful conduct
of the Election. Particularly the Sataral leaders were more

anxious. But the election was held peacefully and the candidate
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91‘ Shri. Bhausaheb Soman, Shri. Vyankatrao Pawar was elected.

@ Nana Patil, an important leader of that area supported@
Vyankatrao Pawar' and that is why all the Karad Group and Yeshwantrao
himself were astonished. = But they accepted the decision of

the meeting and charge of the Dist. Congress was given to Shri.
Vyankatreo Pawar. Hereby at thls young age Yashwantrap showed

his political friends and force alike that his party discipline is

most mportant,' that any personal ambition or anything else7.

During his College days at Kolhapur, Yashwantrao
kept himself in tquch with MJN.Royts stimulating writings on
radical socialism. The great thinker had a tremendous inf lnence
on him. He was impressed by his historical perspective and
revolutionary approaschi  Further, some of the Royists, namely,
Wamanrao Kulkarnli, Atmeram Patil, Laxmenshastri Joshi and
H.R. Mahajanl became his personal frieridsa. He was particularly

attracted by their socialistic and dynamic outlook.

In 1937 after the Faizpur Congress Session, M.N.Roy
presented his own thesls on politics. Under his leadership of

fim revolutionary programme was taking shape in Yashwantraots

mind.  During this period, both met at the Royists jgroup

conference, organised at Tasgaon,Satara Dist. in 1938. Rather

Yashwvantrao had taken the leadership in organising this Conference.

(ee2435)
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He had by that time studied deeply Roy's radical thoughts based

on ;arﬁsm and because of that he had acquired the power of studying
and analysing the existing social problems. When the Tasgaon
Conference was held the revolutiocnary leadership under M.N.Roy had
already taken root in the Congress. His wajs were drastically
different from Gandnism and that worried the conventional leadership

’ \) rightists
Royists Conference. The Rmmawith the help of Nana Patil

and his group ihm sﬁccessfully foiled the Bojvists ,Conference «

in Maharashtra Congress. Subsequently they disturbed the Tasgaon

However, M.N.Roy was unmoved. He held a private meeting of the

workers and Yeshwantrao atiended this meeting. 1In the meeting,

M

he analysed the role of’;peasants in social revolution and also
outlined the tectmique of their poltical mobilization. Roy was
impre ssed by the intellectual acumen which Chavan exhibited in that
diSCUSSiO?l.

Chavan's association with M.N.Roy and his group

was limjted to his participation in the activities of the lLeague

of Radical Congressmen. This League éf Radj:?ﬁ}ﬂ?@?fﬁ?_w
established by Roy in 1937, was a ginger g§roup within the
Congress to push it further towards a programme of national
liberat_ionw. M.N.Roy and his group were in the Congress because

they @)that it would help their cause of Natimal and Socisl

liveration. Their loyality was to the cause and not to the Congress.

{aa )
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.
Yashwantraojl was to a certain extent, influenced by the
N N e [T P

, ideoclogy of’@y and he wml_d have been happy if the Congress
had adopted that ideology in(itts/struggle for freedom. He
was essentially a product of the Nationalists Movement which
developed into a national upsurge under the leadership of

Loknanyé Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi. Jawarharlal Nehru gave

broadened
a socialistic concept to that national upsarge and also Wrggex

its vision. He madd the Indian struggle a part of the anti-

imperialist struggle of all the oppressed people of the world.
AN
"ih/ri, Chaven was emotionally involved in that anti-imperialist

T

struggle. | M.M.Roy's ideas appealed te his intellect but

Gandhits and Nehru!s influence and appeal were much stronger.
However, interested as he was in larger social problems and

in ideas in general, Roy's thougnt;\é'dntiny‘to axer%

influence on his mind.

Yashwantrao was certainlly attracted towards

socialism and leninism. One of his Communist friends was

N ,
@I:J Vismupant Chitale with whom he used to have discussions
day and night regarding Karl Marx's djialectical materialism.

But Yeshwantrao's personal characteréaﬁ /that he never made

one sidedi'éxpinioxi. He first assessed the situation, weighed
.

the pros and cons impartially and then decided accordingly.

(000 .37)
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x No doubt, he had attraction for Royist thoughts. But when the

H

Second World war started in 1939 at that timqfM.N. 0y, ingisted

'iéinstead of implementing the revolutionary process’@"his own mingy

/{ started telling his followers to help the Britishers. He
felt that fascism was a weapon to finish off Commurdism and that
is why we must strongly oppose fascism. Yeshwantrao was very

much purturbed by this theory of R andQé;)decidsd Ehen) that

bid . TN
he must bkixfxir farewell to@.ﬁoy and his radical@]osc:phy)

Regarding this decision he had a lot of difference of@ﬁi;;lé A
vith Atmaram Patil, } Atmaram Patil told Yeshwantra;:,:" You
are my very good friend. You have co-operated with me very well.
But when we are having difference of opinion regarding M.N.Roy,

then you keep in mind that I will go with Roysaheb¥'

l Ar that time, Yeshwantraoji wes a student in &
| law College in Pune. He was going through a mental crisis. In this
regard he has saild, " the Second World War had broken out. I
 felt the tinie was ripe forfrevomtionary movement in India to
@ch ahead. It was a great moment in the countryt's life. I
remember when the War was declared, I p'ractically sat through a
whole night discussing with friends our future programmebdf action.

The Congress leadership was confused"12. Though the Congress did

(o-. 38)
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not have a militant programme which made Yeshvantrao unhappy,
yet he continued to work in it. He was convinced that the
Indian Natical Congress was the only organisation capable of

winning freedom for the country.

The Congress in June, 19%&@9!1% red into

negotiation with the %vemment l\and offered co-operation

in the war effort, if Britain would make an unequivocal

——

declaration that Indi7{wc’ would be giVen({ndependmce) and
Britain would immediately fom an all-party national
government. After an\//;ther round of unsuccessful nvegotiationf
with the Viceroy, Gandhiji launched individual Civil disobediance
the objectives of which were to symbalise the nation's protest
against bringing India into the war without her consentA‘:L?r
to establish'\frgedom of speech without hurting Britain's war
effortss During this time @ma Yeshwantraoji was elected
President of the Satara Dist.Congress Committee and was named
'dictatort of Satara Dist. in the 1940=%1 mdiVIduaIifE:aﬁtyagrahg"ﬁ/\
- passive resistance13. Yet he was involved in At only“;;;da
minimal level, because he disaggeed with the basic idea of
individual civil disobedimée.

Yeshwantraoji obtalned his YLL.B. Degree in 1941

"
inspite of felling in the first year in 1939''s  About his

(.00039)
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education he said that his education, " was an incidental thing
and in all reapecﬁs he was a political animal rather than a
student in those dayl?"xi But to settle down and have a
steady income he set up practice as a Criminal Lawyer at the
Court of Karad. His concentration was little in his legal
practice. His life became that of a horse rider - always running
here and there. He became an important person of the Dist.

and the people there had already éccepted him as a leader.
However, the family expectation was that Yeshwantrao must practice
well and support the family and give them well to do status.

His mother Vithabal and maternal uncle were very happy that
their son had become an advocate and contemplated the marriage

of Yeshwantrao.

Yeshwantrao had different ideas. He had the
national flag in one hand and the Law Degree in the other. It
was essential that he should earn some money by practising law.
At the same time he felt déeply the imporbtanteof what was
happeningy in the country and as an active congress leader of
the Satara Dist. he had to give more attention towards the political
activities\also. The resolution passed by the Congress executives

N
at Wardhax and Bombay Convention and the repearcussions in the

politics had become very importante On the other hand Vithabat
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was keen on getting Yeshwantrao married and paid little heed

to his reluctance to do so. Her only obsession was getting

a suitable bride for Yeshwantrao and one day thal happened.
Phaltan's More family came to know of Chavan. More had four
daughters and a son. Two of his daughters were already married
and the third Venu was of marriagable age. More had been
woxrking in the Baroda State and haxe had recently dled forllowed
by his wife. | Venutal's brother-in- law) h;;) Nikam had
proposed ?n/f;he Chavan lad, who was a lawyer and at the same
time an\ enthusiatic political leader of Satara B;;t./thou@
the economic condition of the femily was so so. ’ As the saying
goes marriages are settled in heeven 7\things’ started moving on
a positive line. One fine day the seeing of the prospective
bride and bridegroom was fixed up al Satara at*@Nalawade's
House. Yeshwantrao's friend[Mr. K.B.Patil was with him oh the
occassion. He did all thet was to be asked while Yeshwamtrao
kept silent throughout. Yeshwantrao was impressed by Venutaits
simple and attractiwe locks and dignified behaviour. 1In the
same meeting thé marriage was finalised which altimately took
place at Karad on 2nd June, 19‘+216. %hai :has very happy
to see her daughter-ine-law. The marriagewéerenony was

o} where
perfomed in a big way ulkE& many people graced the occassion.
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Such & ceremony was rere in Karad at that time.

The lawper

Yashwantrao now got married mdd his family s life commenced,

. When Yashwantrao was married amidst all

rejoicings there was no such hint that there was going to tske

place a veryO incidence in the Chavan family. .Just
after the marriage the political g clouds in the Indian

were thickening. In 1942, the @\World War was raging

e

N

firmanmt !
((iTmanent

fiercely. The Congress had demanded@he British Government

complete 1n®pendm2:§and the session for that held in Bombay

At

was attended by@/ Chavan.  Along with Yashusatrso,

Kashinath Deshmukh, Chandroji Patil, V.S.Page, Swami Ramanand

Bharati and thousands of other political workers

6™

went to

Bombay toattend this session. This historic session was held

at the ground of the Gowalia Tank. The(Ist Congress Session
N - '

was also held here on 28th December,1885j this

session on the

very(Ist\ day of 7th August, 1942 the resolution passed at the

Wardha Meeting was moved by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. Sardar

Vallsbhbhai Patel seconded @ resolution and Mshatma Gandhi

launched the Quit India Movement on August, 8th.
India Resolution in this Session stated,
" Jts desire to bring all subjects

B ERER
4

The Quit

and oppressed
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humanity on the gide of the .allies, as free nations so tiet
a world federation of free nations mayemerge at the end of the

*

hostilitiest¥.

It also stated,

® On the declaration oi: India's independance, a
-provisionall Government will be formed and a

free Indla will become and axike ally of the

Allied Nations ".
The Quit Indla Resolution was the expression of the determination
of the Congress to achleve its goal. It sancf:ioned the launcfxing
of t;&jmass struggle. But Gandniji elaborated that actual
struggle did not commence the very movement. Since some powers
had been put 1nk his hands he wouldi first wait upon the Viceroy
and plead; with him for the acceptance of the Congress demand.
But the Government d5d not give G;Badgi/fi any time to plead his
case before the Viceroy. The very next d)'{moming Gandhi ji

and many other top Congress leaders were arrested in Bombay and

elsewhere in the country.

/)/‘lry\r\(J
Similkeeously in S;atara/ésleaders} nane].y/ Bhausahedb

'Somm, Ganpatrao Altekar, Raghuanna Limaye, Acharya Jawadekar,

Sharikérrao sathe, Ganpatrao Tapase, etc. were arrested in Satara

on 9th August also and put in Yerawada Jall. Police had made

(.O"}+3)
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all sorts of arra ngements to arrest Yashwantrao and his colleagues
17

on their return to Karad. There was discomfort everywhere.

All the District Leaders were arrested and people were waiting

for the guidance(for further instructiond in the struggle.

However, the Satara leaders in Bombay made an

unexpected plan there on receiving Gandhi's message offdo or die*,

It was to be' a real resistance which was to be dealt through
non~violent activities. Yashwantraojli while outlining his
idea to his colleagues said,

" We do not want to court Jail. That phase
of the movement has disappeared. We want to
organise massive action and we shall follow

Guerille tactics in organising this action.

Let the Government feel it is difficult to

rule over a discontended people. This is going

toA,be our ks decisive battle for freedom."18

In short it was decided that one must die for one's country
and while doing so the main aim will be to disturdb the working

of the British Govermment and make them weak.

A meeting was thus held at YaSixwantrao's Bomb ay
Ci‘ ( residency\, in a " Chaal " in Pan Bazar. This meeting was
N

,‘
: \\_ﬂ i
attended among others by Kashinath Deshmukh, K.D.Patil,Shantaram
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‘Insmdar, Tatyasaheb Kore and about 300 other workers. It was
decided that they would defy the Police and remain underground
and work as per the instructions of the Higher Authorities of
-the Congress. They also met in one of the rooms in Badrikashram

in Girgaon,Bombay, and chalked out a plan of action which

S ~
included organising big@to every Talukaj Kacherl the
following month on the 9th19 But it was declided to be a

somewhat different type ofé} movement and all of them decided
to'participate in it. Thus they disparsed separately and

on reaching Satara safely started Varra.nging wﬁi&i—‘—w

Yashwantrao ji went underground with some of his
colleagues, prominent amongst them being Nana Patil, Pan'du
Master and Kisan Veere. In the nearby Sangll Dist. Vasantrao
Dada Patil also went underground. Yashwantraojl organised a
powerful regstance movement in Satara Dist.for which the
Government put a prize of Bk. 1,000/—v on his head to capture
him.  He eldded arrest for nine months till May 1%3. The
Government resorted to harrible atmcitie‘é@ the
people from Quit India Mogement. The police hit back and
resorted to severé firing especially at Vaduj where nine freedom
fighters died. To organise the meetings and prepare the

atmosphere it toock about 10 to 15 days. Yashwantraoji sddressed
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a lbt of meetings. He held a meeting at Kawathe where Kisan Veer
was also present. In two weeks Yashwantrao held sbout O axdyi® 1508
h:e‘etings in Karad, Satara, Wal, Koregaon, Tasgaon,Khanapur, Khatav,
Patan, walve and Shirali? All these meétings attracted the
village peoplé-. The struggle started taking grip gradually .
Almost all the senior leadei'é vere in jall and Yashwantrao did not
have a particular programme chalked out for himself. But the
peoplets @enthusiasm gave him strength and courage. In this
respect he sald that they had two alternatives. One was to
destabilize the Britishr Gover-nment to violent measures and the
other was to carry the message to the masses and thereby organize
and prepare tne;&ifgr the freedom struggle. According to him the

second éltematively‘ was more important and necessary and thus

they accepted the second one%“

Their next step was to start some active work.
The programme was to put tricolour flags on all Mmlatgtg‘g?gris
and take hold of them. The purpose of this was to show to the
Government that the masses had started taking political power ;nK
| their hand. Accordingly, thousands‘ of people started organising
\

. Morchas at Karad, Patan, Tasgaon and other villagess In Tasgaon

t.h”eﬂvﬁamlatdax" himself was compelled by the people to put on his
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head the Gandhi Cap and flutter the tricolour on the Mamlatdar
- 0ffice. V.S5.Page, Dr. Soni Chintopant Kale, Krishnerao Karade,

and Nana Patil actively participated in this movement.

The morth of September was the climax of the

Morchas. Some of the @were a frequent reminiscent

'\ in the memory of Yashwantrao till his death. The Morcha on

| Vaduth Office@ne of them. Yashwantrao had beén to
Jeiram Swami's Vadgaon to organise the Khatav Vaduj Morcha. On
9th Sept. the Morcha would march on to the Vaduj Office under the
leadership of Parshuram Gharge, & wrestler. Gaurihar Shluyns
Sinhasane, Rambheu Nalawade, Manikchand Doshi, Bandopant Lomte,
Bapusaheb Kachare; Parshuram Gharge etc. had already cenvassed

w :

in this area and prepared the ground for the M&rgpg. The

A

e

@ngl organised istarted its march towards the office.
Yashwantrao was asked to remain underground and wait in the vicinity
of about 10 to 15 miles.

When this Morcha came near the Vaduj Office, the

police Inspector In charge warned the people to stey away@
a particular distance, On this Parshuram Gharge told the Police

they
Inspector that/just wanted to holst the tricolour atop the Office

(ooooh?)



and hold the meeting in its premises. Saying so he went a
foot ahead and the pepple followed him. When the Mamlatdar
saw the mass forging ahead undannf.ed]y he gave the order to
open fire. Parshuram Gharge was shot in the chest and

six more bullets pkemwd pierced his body but he held on fast

to the tricolour flag. Others in the Morcha were also
injured. Bven after the people lay flat on the ground, firing
continned. There wgs a pool &f blood in front of the office.
Along with Gharge there were seven otﬁ@martyrs and hmundreds
57 Femenbol

of injured people. Yashwantrao ‘al;asy "‘xr'emem ' the enthusissm

of Gharge when he went for the Morcha and his courage to carry
the flag towards the office. Yashwantrao had a dinner at

20
Ghargets place the day before. They had discussed at large

.

and in the moming Gharge left for the Mcrc‘:ha never to retum

Yashwantfao and his coworkers realised that the
inhuman firings led to a waste of man power amourt ing to
sacrificial offe'ring. | So they decided to start a no-tzax
csmpaign and the non co-operation movement~ a game of hide and

@with the authorities. The no-tax campaign did not succeed.
The Government was determined to crush the movement by all

means, Yashwantraoji could not allow this mercyless killing
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of non~-violent volunteers to contine. People too were getting
exasperated. They,@to retaliate. They wanted some action
which would have an impact on the general public as well as the
Government. The question of sabotage came up which became a
serious matter. For organising effective sabotage wom‘ they
devided@ themdelves tg foz;m different groups. Yashwantrao
kept in touch with the leaders in Bombay and they encouraged them
to conduct raids on Railway Stations , destroy bridges and rallway
lines. Telephone wires, posts and@)ofﬂces and railway

tracks were ready targets. Very reluctantly Yashwantraoji agreed

to these proposals.

Though Yashwantrao :i;j.nself did not do any actual
@’ he was aware of its nature. As@first stepx,it
\was proposed to derail a goods train. He had one night been to
the spot, where derailment of goods train was to be carried out
with some co-workers to see how things happened. Unfortunately
something went[a;mziig and the plan failed. Apart from this
Yashwantrao neither showed any interest in such works nor did he

ever directly participated in the sabotage activities ’chereazf‘tlrr.23

Tremendous pressure was put on the underground

revolutiogaries by the police who often encircled villages in search
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of them, arrested pelatives of these political workers and put them
in jail. Whenever there was -bressuré of this nature, they@o
escape cunningly from the area and return later. Yashwantraoji
and his gmu§ exercised c;onsiderable power in the Satara Dist.

dur ing the Quit India Mowement.  In many villages of the Dist.

it wastheir writ that ran and not the writ of the British Government
Congress workers could travel freely khrenghtkhs axex thmug:;;ut
the area, though warrants of arrest were pending against them.

They employed some sort of guerilla tactics, but without arms.
Yashwantrao was always with the non-violent fomm of agitation to

L me
y

attain freedom. The - ouélr generation politician\é\ of the gatara

T

ot 3 e P 0

Dist. made a decision to remain underground and carry on the

movement instead of taking to Stayagraha and going to ;)ail.zl*
. , b ierele

His idea of development of the movement was that of bullding up
cadres of youthful poldtical workers. That was the criterion
of success for him. He kept the Congress flag flying both in

the heyday of the movement and during its last stages in his own

Dist. and in the nearby areas. He inspired the movement, organised
its activites, many times peaceful but sometimes violent. He
allowed a free hand to his associates who were keen on retaliating

aganst those who helped the Goverrment. All through out he took
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on himself the responsibility for all actlons of his comrades.

Consequently, he had to bear a good part of the blame for some of
the activities which ran counter to the policies of the Congress.
The Satara Dist. was branded as the Hot bed of violence. Yashwantg)ao_

guick in his repartee said,

-

% T do not know 41f Congress claims Satara Dist.
or not. But I know if Congress is a 1living

| A
Dist."2? .

the.

InASa a Dist. the Quit India Movement had developed

organisation/ any-where, it is in Satara

into a fom of parallel Government called'Prati Sarkar'. This

T

@i]iafgfy) Government callenged not only the Government machinery .
but also ferrorised those who supported the Government in its
repressive activitlies. JIts leaders and organisers were inspired
by the ldeals of the freedom struggle but some were motivated by
personal considerations and village feuds thereby leading to some
cruel and inhuman acts. Yashwantrao Chavan had to face problems
in this context since & he happened to be the leader of the undergrouns
revolutionary groups in the District. Clarifying his position later,

he said,

® J did not like +the violent turn of the pPrati
Sarkar. But once violence is started, it is

difficult to fix the limit.w2°
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@ Chavan was personally going/through a very

tiring time during the course of the movement. As an under.

- A
ground freedom fighter, he had to elude the police snd pa’

days and nights in strange places never quite sure of wha;t

('} }t‘he next are had instored for him. He had been recently
married. However, he could not keep in touch with his wife
or other members of his family. The police thought of an
idea to force him to surrender of his own accord. They
arrested his wife Venutal and put her in jail at Karad. She
was into{olgated for two days in the police lock up and jail
for two months. She was an innocent woman who knew little
of politics. It was a shock to her and she fell ill. She
had to be released when her health took a serious turn. All
this upset her relatives and after her release she was taken to
I;er fatherts place in Phaltan. The police next arrested
Ganpatrao. In the meantime Dnyanoba had sucumbed to a ¥urgical
operation as .a result of some serious illness. Inspite of
all these misfortunes that had be-fallen the Chavan family
Yeshwantrao had gone ahead actively with his underground

b v

afct;}/ ties. He and his co-workers distributed anti~Govermment

pemphlets, trained recruits for sabotage and organised

clandestine study grcmpsg7 in this context he admits that it
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wasv difficult to keep up popular enthusiasm in the face of

harsh police repression. Afger about ten months there was a

lull. The police was c;n the offensive being supported by the big
land owners and other vested interests in the villages. The
frecdom fighters were on the rune The undergm und I'e,%lutionaries
in Satara resorted to violence and sa.bto’cage%8 Though Yeshwantraoji

had his qualmjis of conscience, he was a member of one of the terret

terrérist squads entrusted with the sabotage work,

In 1943 when Yasr;uantrao was wolrking as
an underground revolutionary in a village near Poona, he came to
know his wife was very ill. After their marriage they had been
together only for two weeks, when Yashwantrao went undergounad.
He felt very gullty about everything and decided to go and see
her at Phaltan one night inspite of the danger involved. He
had taken good care to keep 1t[§ecret,¢’ and his undergound
eolléagues had arranged to put the police on a wrong track. He
spent some happy houTs with his wife only to be arrested &he
very next day. He was prosecuted ané convicted and senteneed to
two years of rigorous imprisonment in 1943 though by mistake he
was released in 194 bpt rearrested after a week. His mother

met him in Jail and told him that since his elder brother

¥ was dead and his next brother was suffering from tuberculpssis
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it was his duty to look after the family now. At this

later
Yashwantraojl came out on parcle . The Goverrment BRakkex

29
released him in 1%5. Under his motherts pressure he spent

nearly a year in legal practice in Karad . He was concerned
with his famlly affiars, locking after his brother at the
Sapitorium at Miraj. But since politics{remain\his first
concern he did his quota of politics though ih a lesser

dimension.

The IInd/horld Wwar came to end in 1945. However,

G~
there was introspeétion all around bdut the Quit India Movement

A M
continued to disrupt the British Administretion. 1In Satara
A

Dist. Chavan and his colleagues were accused of having acted

A

contrary to the principles of"Congress. Some of the

opponents of Chavan, in his own district and outside singled

him out for their charges of violence and other deviations. Group
rivalries which :‘are common in the district came to the surface

there
when &hakr was a lull in the movement after 19%45. A couple of

murders were committed about this time and Yashwantraojit s name
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was dragged into this sor@id happening. Propagenda was let loose,
to which he could not reply. oOne of his friends, K.D.Patil,

a prosperous lawyer and a loyal follower was murdered in broad

day light. Presumably in retalistion of the murder earlier of

~ ,

an\o)t.her congress workers - Chandrojirao Patil. Very likely it
was the result of an o0ld fued bétween.. two groups of workers,
Posstbly both of them were innocent victims. But the murders
wvhich followed eath other created a vicious atmosphere in the

A
district and gave rise to deep misunderstanding. Inspite of this

t\
propaganda and q;uareelf in the district, the Maharashtra Pradesh
Congress Committee selected Yashwantraoji as its candidate
for the election when the Government decided to hold elections to
the %x Central and Provinciai Legislative Assemblies in 1945,
/. The sdection was a demomstration of the Congress leaders’confidence
in him.
Yashwantraoji'was reluctant to contest the electicns

because of his domestic responsibilities. One afternoon when he

Aas with his brother at the E‘anatorium, some of his co-workers

-

came to him and@:idjxim to contest the election
| ’ ( eee55)
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Yashwantrabji refused the candldature by saylng that after his
brotherts health imm oved, he would go back to active polities,
Ganpatrao overheard this and told Yashwantrao that,

" You have already done a lot for the country.
It is only right that you should go forward
and take some sort of responsibility. Dontt
run away from it. If you donot 'agree to

contest, I will not stay a minute longer in

the Sanatorium". 30

Consequently Yashwantrao contested the Election
thxowg to the Bombay ‘Lesgislat:;ve Assembly in March, ‘191+6. The
Election was an easy job for him ‘as his constituency was Karad,
his home town. He had worked there selflessly since his
childhood. He had created a cadre of leyal workers. He had
won the sympathies of the people through his selfless devotion
to the noble national cause. His constituency had already
been nursed by him. As a result, he won the election by a
thumping majority and was retumed to the Bombay Provisimal

State Assembly from South Satara by a substantial majority.
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In this contest in his blography he wrote,

n I have contested in the last 40 years ten
elections in all including MLA Elections.
Sometimes a keen contest, some times with a
lower vote of margin, sometimes wiith lakhs of
votes and sometimes uncontestede But I have
always won. 1946 Assembly election and 1963
Parliamehtary elections were the easy un-

controversial ones for me." Re wax
He was returned uncontested from Nasik constituency when he
was called by Nehru to jjoin as Defence Minister in the Central

cabinet after the China debacle.

From the Satara Dist. South Constituency the
congress candidates were Yashwantrao Chavan, Baburao Gokhale
and Vyankatrao Pawar. All of these candidates were elcted

with huge margin of votes. K_arad Patan, Walve, Khanapur,
f 'ﬁ(’r.i"v

Shirala, Tasgaon were the,\constituency of Yashwantrao Chavan.
There were a number of opponents constesting the dection but
of 1little match to Yashwantraoji. He had spent & mere

amount of k. 150/- fopthe elections' He was hardly 32 years

of age at that time. The elction cleared off most of the
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cobwebs of misundeistmdings about him. He was responsible for
the success of amny other Congress candidates in the district. //é/
Congress had scored similar success in oﬁher districts of the
then Bombay Presidency and was soon/_called upon to form the
Ministry. The elected members frcm/}%atara Dist. pressed Chavan's
claim for inclusion in the Ministry. B.G.Kher was choosen the
leader of the Legislative Congress Party and became the Chief
Minister. There were stalwarts like Morarjl Desai a;nd Jivara}j
Mehta who were included iﬁ the Ministry. Yashwantrao was the
undisputed leader of the Satara Dist. and had his own cout in
other parts of Maharashtra too. But@xher offered him the
post of Parlismentary Secretary only. Yashwantraoji was rather
reluctant to take up this post. In this connection discussion
vent on for about fifteen days amongsthis friends and cdlleagues.
2,
They all advised him to take up the post @ L.Ml.Patil,

Tapase and Annasaheb Vartak, three members of the Maharashtra

Provincial Committe were appointed Ministers. The M4P.C.C.

was unhappy over Kher's decision to offer Shri. Chavan the post
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of only a Parliamentary Secretary. In this contest Chandulal
Shah Mehta understands on good authority that in view of his
1942 services to the nation, Balasaheb Kﬁer had recommended him
for the cabinet. But his appeimk opponents in Satara had caused
the scales to be tipped in favour of Tapase. These men new his

~
intelligence and authority. They were afriad that cabinet

N
membership would lend overmuch importance to Yashwantrao. Perhaps
they thought tha;kdenial of a cabinet position woulid tum him against
the Congress. If they did, they were sorely disappointed.
Yashwantraojits sacrifices never had a Ministership as their end

and alm . 33

Yashwantrao acceptdd the post of Parliamentary
. . 34
Secretary on April,ik, 1946 t;zphe Kher Ministey. Though his
£x» friends and relatives 1nASatara Dist. ardently desired that he
should have been given the charge of a fullfleged ministry,

Yashwantraoji was not after power and so he accepted happily

whatever came his way. He was pleased thal he had secured for

Ramxc
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himself a seat in the Government. The son of a baillif, a
court peon as he used to say about himself climbed to the
first step 6f the ladder of a political career. His rise
to the eminence of a political leader of Sahyadrian dimensions
wés not just an accident nor was it Just thrust on him willﬁkilly.
He was a self made man and rose to his eminence through ambition,
industry, patience, scrifice and perseverance. He got his

' K

grooming of social and political revolutionary thinking in his

. feel
early childhood and beyhndd as he put sensitively/Wuk the. ..

pulse of the tilling and toiling masses around him whose

ignorance, backwardness and poverty stimulated his thinking and

reasoninge.

ok ke ok ok
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