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STATEMENT BY THE EIGHT MEMPERS OF PHE WORKING COMMITTER ,
oF THE ROLHAPU? STATE PRAJA PARISHAD WHO HAVE TENDERED

THEIR RESIGHATIONS

we, the uniersiqne? eight out of the fifteen members
of the Working Committec of the ¥Xolhapur S¢ate praja parishail,
have tendered our resignations of our membersﬁip of the
Workina Comwmittee to the Working President,Shri M. K.Bagal,

on 17 Noverber 1947, Two ofus, namely, Shri M.D,Shreshihi

and Shri Ratnappa Rum-har, have also submitted their resigua-
tione of Ministership in the interim Goverament of Kolhapur
State, We offerel our resignations not out of 2 desire to
get into pow=r but 2s 2 protest aqaihst the undemocratic
vehaviour of Shri Bagal, the Workingy President who having
been in league with the Maharaja 4id not take his colleagues

jnto confidence,regardel his own person superior to the



Praja Parsihad, ani acted contrary to the directions of
the Working Committee,We are here stating bare facts bearing

on the sitvation for the information of the public,

(I) On 12.11,1947 after a Jdiscussion in the meeting of the
Working Committee it was decided that the following four
persons, namely, Shri M, K, B=agal,Shri M,D.Shrestthi, Shri
Ratnappa Kumbhar and Shri D,8,¥handekar should represent the
Praje Parishald on the interim Ministry,

(2) on 14 Wovember 1947 a meeting of these four Minister.
Jesignate was arranned at 4 p.m, for deciding allotment of
portfolios amongst themselves, 3hri Bagal came to the meeting
late Yy one hour and stated that as he had gone to tha place
he was delayeld, On asking him what had transpired at the
palace, he retorteld that he h~3d some private discussion with
the Maharaj2 which he said he woulld not disclose to them,
Then a ﬁ%scussion ensued, At the ocutset Shri Bagal gave out
that he woulld take up the portfolios of Education and Home
and Shri Xhandekar that of Revenuey the rest of the protfoiés
may be alloted by the two amonst themselves,Shri Ratnéppa
Kumbhar thereupon expreossed his cpposition to the dictatorial
way in which these pfbposels were placed hefore the meeting,
Shri Bagal insisted on his retaining the Home Department as
Chief Ministerwidesignate,If may be noted that noboiy till
then was elected as Chief Minister<desianate, The Jiscussion
prolonged without any definite ﬁecision(beinq arvived at,In
the end, Shri Retnappa tol? Shri Bagal that if the latter in
his capacity of the Working President gave them a written order
they would ahide by it, This meeting ended without cominq

to any definite conclusion,
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MERGERS AND DEMOCRATIZATION

{3) On 1% November 1947, the oath taking ceremony of the

four Ministers took place at the plsce,

(4) on the 16th inst, a Cabinet meeting ofthe seven Ministers
was arranged at 9,30 a.,m, In order to take a decision on the
vaxed guestion of Jdivision of profolios a prior meeting of

the four Parishad HMinisters was convenald at 7,30 a,m, at

Shri Shreshthi's residence, Shri Bagal ani Shri Khandekar 3id
not attend the meeting at the pppointed time and as the

Working Comwmittes was scheduled to meet at 9 a.m, , this
meeting coull not take place and even the Cshinet wmeeting
called at 9,30 a,m, was postponed to 4 in the evening,

(5) n the mecting of the Working Committee heli at 9 2.,
discussion brgan on the subject of appointment of a parliament-

ary board but even here at the outset Shri Regal asserted
that he, the Working President, had entered the Ministry angd

as such he woul! not subject himself to the Jirection of the
parliamentary board, Hence it was decided that the Working
Committee itself should act as the parlismentavy board,
Accordingly the Working Commitites passed a resolution
recording its strong protest against the orders passed by the
Darbar ( after the announcement of the agreement ) concerning
new appointments, promotion ete, in the civil ssrvices and
directed the Parishad Ministers to abrogate those orders at
the everyv commencement of assuming their charge,The Working
Committee meeting adjourned at 2 p.m, to meet again at 9 p.m,
(/) Oon the 16th it had hesen agre 3 to hold a meeting of the
four Parishald Ministers at 3 p.m. prior to the postponed
Cabinet meeting of the seven Hinisters in order to take a

decision regarding the allotment of portfolios, Put Shri
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Bagal and Shri Xhaniekar having not turned up anain at the
appointed time this meeting coul?® be held only at 4,30 p.m,
necessit-ting a further postponement of the seven Minigsters!

Csbinet meeting to the next 3lay at 9 a.m,

The meeting of the four Ministers commenced at 4,30 p.m,

and after a (hrief ) Jdiscussion Shri Ragsl saild that regariing

the division of portfolios amongst themsleves the matter bhe
referred to the ¥Working Committes itself, whereupon Shri

Ratnanpa implored that it was not proper to entrust thst
matter to the Working Committee ; instead, they shoul?d
decide it themselves, Before they could arrive at an agreed
solution of the problem Shri Bagal and whandekar left the
meeting and went away,

(7) That very night, as announced earlier, the Working
Committee was to have met 2¢ 9 p,m, , but Shri Bagal all of
a suidden Jdirected that the meeting was aljourned sine die
and that the members coming frém the mofussil should leave
Kolhapur for thelr destinations, Shri Barale, the General
Secretary, himself came to Shri Shresththi 's house to
comruni~ste to Shri Ratnappa Kumbhar of the meeting., There
Shri Shreshthi gave a written requisition to the General
Secretary, wharein h2 peointel out that as no Jecision
regarding the allotment of portfolios was finally arrivel at,
an? as the Cahinet mesting of the seven Ministers was
sttheduled to take place the next morning at 9 a.m,, it was
but necessary that question be decided in the Working Comme
ittee and hence the me=2tint shonld be held, Consequently,
after an hour the Gensral Secretary brought to Shri Ratnappa
and Bhreshthi the message of Shri Bagal that the Working

Committee would mest the next day at 9 in the morning,

'
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(8) on the 17th, when the “orking Committee met at 9 a.m,,
three issues were placed before it for a final decision,They
wera (1) allotment of portfolios,(2) the incompatibility of .
one and the same person working as President and Minister and
(3) appointment of a parliamentary board for the purposes of
selection of caniilates ete, for the ensuing election to the |
Kolhapurlleqislatureo

When the first issue come up for consileration,votes
were taken to decile whether the matier should beayain léft
to the vote of the menbers for an ultimate decision, The
rajority favoured the methol of voting and as a result when
the votes were actually taken, the mdjority Jdeciled to

entrmst the porfolio of Home Affairs to Shri Ratnappa Kumbher
After deciding about the portfolions of Finance and Revenuve,

the majority again decided to allot Supply to Shri Ratnsppa
Kumbhar ,5hri Bagal himself casting his vote in Ratnappa's
faveur, In deciding ahout Tinance and Revenue, Shri Bagal used
his individual as well as casting vote and thus Shri Khandekar
was allcotted Revenue =nd by a single casting vote Shri
Shreshthi was entrusted with Finance,

When the second issue,namely, that one and the same’
person cannot dct both as the Working President of the Perishad
and as 2 Minister in the Cébinet, Shri Bagal instantaneously
said that that point ne=d not be considered at all, for as he
was not allotted Home which he very wmuch desired to have, he
would tender his resignation of Ministership,He accordingly
recorded his disapproval of the Working Committee's decision
regarding himself in the letter of resignation itself ani
tendered the sam2 to the Working Committee ,The Working

Committee, thereupon, reguested him to withdraw the
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resgqnatiom, bringina to his notice thet tendering the
resignation at that time was tantamount to disregarding the
Working Committee's own direction in th2 matier, Shri Baoal
replied that he would at né cost withiraw the resignation;
the Working Committee minht tske any Aisciplincry action
him if they so chose,

In Seciding not to act aceording to the dilrection of
the Working Committee, Shri Bagal flouted the Working Committee,
He 2lso displayed the attitude of @ digketor in ths matter
of allotment of portfolios, acting in the wrong belief of
himself being the Chief Minister, As a protest agairst these
flagrant brerches of dempocratic prodedure,ws thé eight
menbers of the “orking Committee submitted our resignations,
On the strength of our majority in the Working Committee we
could have accepted Shri Bagal's resign~tion of Ministership
an? appointed another perseon as a Minister in his place,but
we thouqhé it better not to use our majority strength, Instead
we decided to place our case hefore the central body of the
Praja Parishad for its Jecizion and consequently we came out
tandering our resiqnations(from) the worlzinmg committes,

Shril Bagal in his statement published on 19 Npvemher
1947 says that hewas entrusted with the leadership of the four
Praja Parishal Ministers, This is quite wrong; hail he heen
entrusted with guch leadership and thas power to 2llot -
protfolios amongst his colleagues, he would not have at all
called the m=eting of the Working Committes on the 17th to
consider these same matiters, He actually called thg meeting

to place this issue before it and decided the matter in the
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light of the votes cast in the meeting,

His contention in the statement that he was made
Minister without portfolio is also absolutely mistaken,
For, excepting Home,Finance , Revenue and Supply , some of
the remalning portfolios like EBducation woulld have bheen
entrusted to him, %hen it was provosed that Supply should he
given to him, he himself cast his vote in favour of

Shri Ratnanpa Kumbhar, allotting Supply to him,

we hove placed hefore the public the facts as they

occurred and we hope that the pubhlic will now be in a

position to appraise the situation.58

Ratnapps Tumbhar
Nizam Kazi
M. D, Shreshihi
Shankarrao Mane
B.S.Patil 4
Dada Ramchandra Magdum
Ralawant Xamappd Naik
R,J,Ragade,
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Kolhapur
24 November, 1947,

My dear Sardarii,

I renaived your two telegrams, One expressing
congratulstions #nd another asking for detailed information
regariing the settlement arrived at between the Xolhapur
Prajs Parishal and the lNaheraja,Owing to the internal grave
erisis in the Prajs parishad itself T could not write tc you
earlier nor could send the,requirea information in time; for
this unavcidabie delay on my part, Sardarii, T hope you will
kindly excuse me,

The tragic event of this our internal crisis hos had
a long and cheguered history behind it, Suffice it here’
to say thot we had prepared ourselves for the f£inal struggle
with a certerinty Ffor complete success, but as bad luck would
have tt, the Mahsraja proved successful in ensnaring our
Praja Parishad pPresident, Shri M, ¥X,Bergal ond winning him
over to his side, “e were compellad to accept the settlement
by a peculiar force of circumstances that we were placed in,
In spite of this we tried to make the settlement a3 less
faulty as possible,Ani the geod effect of this settlement
was 2ll dependent vpon the strength of the ministry which
was toc be instituted by the Praja Parishad, 2s a result of
this, We decided to enter the interim Ministry ani selected
our front rank leaders including our President,Shri M,K,

Bagal, for four ninisterships, Put immediiately after a



suspicion lurked in our wmind, which to our regret proved
to be true by later events, that Shri Bagal was secretly
in lergue with the Msharaja and that disregarding his own
colleaques he was Jdetermined to use the Praja Parishad as

a King's party ani that too on communal lines,

Thus we found: purselves in a very intriguing situation
ani ultimately decided to dissociate from Shri Bagal
Consequently we, the majoritv members of the working committee

tenilere’ our resignations ( from )} the Werking Committee,

Immediately after we, the resiging mewbers issued
a detailed statement of which a copy is sent herewlth fro
vour information, This ététement will, I hope, give vou an
idea as to the present Kolhapur situation ani s true

perapective of the stand we have taken,

We have sent @ requisition to the pPresident to call
an entraordinary session of the contral body of our, Praja
parishad, In thasat session we are guite sure that the verdiot
of that beldy will be in our favour anﬁlwe hope once again
to hold alecft the Praja Parishad flag on a completely non-
communal basis,

I am also sending a copy of the draft covenanl

entered inte by tha Mzharaja with the Prajs Parishad,

Sardarji, we are indeed at this stage struggling
against great odds in the g}ave internal crisis, I shall
let you know about further Jevelopment as evénts occur in
the future,

Kindly convey my best reqgards to Shri Maniben.gq

Yours:Sincerely,
RATNAPPA KUMBHAR,
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giar, Tafoverorratag fvts ovarersT TTawTeHTAT ? Togdra Y
e fedeT plaT, (& ardamT 3e€ it sw atw oty sreT areT
ey & wTATy TIfmuTET feT W STUATRT STTIT SUSTa WTeT
sTaT. WToTeT wnterra TSTRNEST suerars JuTTT §1d, w8y A
S TETHT $AT7 ITa7T aTfeT @iy ATSToT SaTar drives 77,

* eaT TET, REWTd aTRY W uT TR dEp wrET ely | @R
FFFFIToUT aTSTaTS OUT JTVTET o WRuTHTS $0eaT aruTTe giam,
NG SEFETE QS SRATAT EET 8579 SwAT TTSamge =T ar

(98 -244¢ TTT FafoaruTTa ST ooTseT. © o a8 Sera aram
UTe Te1e #fooTar uTar wafis, armToT gfaoTy st s
FTfoed wasT TARTHET 97T ¢ T JEToRcT=T fafemrorT=ar
e T STHUTR FUATHTST 18, otk o8 MTORTTEE auET uTafast
ATaTe T cvaTvA TafsBroTT=aT arsToTeT aTs T arnfm 23, =3
SRTFT STCATT atazate o WHTeaT graT quarar oo A
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ATTTOTET ASTET FTTRIT, VINTRaTAT OedaT a7 fofesroTrear
PotaTsT s SwTATE IS WaT dET oTRET glaT, =sd R
WHTEAT FTUTAT BTRTS SRT FTOI JTETa JTIAT T eaTar
T e TOETET TSFHT FUUTTIT aTva UTH STaTd ITeT 39T BT
RR ATHATTT %84 TTAT TSTEAT PATT WEAT WTET Furear Sgear
aTeT W gwmTR FafeieroT gvreEirt o ues, UR

B1F ATYET FTATEAT gET R EFAvT e e FThue
FEET TSTT FHTT AT FoafermoTT ar iy wir dvary grsara
FT giaT, wrsmareT duls aTfeT mTeTaTa o TETHT $I WBUTTS
FT° wpt Rgwrata aws 964 dumd RET wrwTa gt fafe
FrTarforars Rgwms aar @™ = g7 o mrTaT doTIR AT,
t8 FTUE N6V BT FPryTTEY TR TR 8 e avt g T oir
5wt FaTy W FTTST ATET., FTd RTATE S T jerainies
ATe BT wrtt datd wrvara fafss srrarhhrar wrdata vrivesT
SUTTE gF @TUTTY ATeT, SYTTHT STeT 4TV w4 & #Tg T 919 ave
TTE, FTFUTIV A%, WTAT G918 wF SHET w@reda par e svar-
FTET ATTT Gt wreaTa fafen wrreT uTfed,

3o ITHETTT 1304 TTET HATATET Rl e Rer W
TTTRATRATOT JTOST eRuTsT So@T SHTeaT TamT 2aTa femwes
el ar ff meTaRaT FRbET TET TR W AeT, WTETTET
gAY TRTRTSZTATS JueITE R GTATe TS, RETXTEITaR AUTT-AT
TEOFTETE - WTeT . WUTiaTe T Seav 9Tiard T auwTd nreriaT
AT W WTST . SueTIeT Fe SvaTa 9TS, UUT AT g WTAT
ITEET 950 Al FTevT arala F=ReT 918 §7 aTaHY FwTa aterTa
¥, sgarTa eX FRAT g a"x?fi gaTaT FoT WTAT MHET wTaT
ST WTST ATET, AWITH FEAT@s Med §T WTST 37 a7 H[ITSFTAS
STET ST g, o



P

WTHN AT PATHS FEI FTTOT STATHT W TSI S
FRPRTET $TeTa A% JguTuTEETaE T HTavTTa Y U STasT, iy -
RETER GO TThZTa wElem ©TE ST SgTRTSETA STUTT-UTH
GTEUTTST =TT RUTT $TaT, RTA JETUT AT ST=TsTT %6
FEET=AT WTATETR T #T8Y sTavTeatIen 5 0ITa aTs arfor
@TAY v & gFT STvaTd TET, FTeT 3w srbaimTeT & faw
HTEUT WTTTE A0 A9WITHS GTE AW T §T3 Saray ervst,

3 FrETTRT WreTAT i, AT9Ta wETST S TIATE TS,
Ffee JPTYT A SCUATHT SUSyT 9TE QTeeRTa &t aTa7T .dsT e,
3} FTAATTIY ITRTTE WIUT XaATS UTIVATS ITST d%T =T FHEsTY
THTET o ATIETUTIR ITama ™ Waend FreT. @1 T st

N Y - a . o) L) AL
SaTERT Bid, FTUUTTHIGE og5 Te=a §19 av ummTA I guata gid.
TATT ZATT 5T FTETHIE o7 & ¥ Uagare Ty ST TReT are.

ITSER=g AT STETS FITesST §1aT, aTie & Wt s SEwETaT
sTevTe Tintsa sTiaaT pwtfe searsT we sor, @1 Gy
TITWT TS ST#TaT T Ve T SR aeETgarT ¥iTa
TTETVTS JTaTga 4TS NTHRTa aTvea T 89, g ¢ oTares sesT=T
STET, WTE WTETST WTeATE T #TUTIET T TS AeY, HAreT
sufemia garamET aTiT STaT 9TS giedT arfur & € ul T
ST TTd. AT & 54T yrTaaT T sRuaTaT me U9 g4,
TIT SIS FT0T GTOT wOF TeRT™ 14T JuTe Ui feuneT uTsETTeT
farto gTar, Sarsar ar Fftpdgs o1 wwrET I aeE me
aTe FoTT ST WITS FEATA ETTS WTNT wag givT wre v gl

FTEGTT PATOTS ST, Fwmare, 1y, e, g, 5, deTerds
HTENT #FTH &-ATH FHTOTTS SoUTH YT UgA 918, ARt o
FTTeT, WTEgN ITAWETT 9Tg ST YHTATE STIaET T
wlomgn tReT. HATHT FTaT FTCATC dEETA dwThE FTeT FE 9TR
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ATgVe, T ges 578 AT T wiraT oRUTTH STeT IMeT wiaTar
STTST, BTGTRTI S AT & ks a7 sTeTE fafm giwmaT
ateT gt fom ot fama agar R STe TS GT FTETATa
FTUTVATY STAT GvT U7t eTer UT#0 aTeT, o7 oS uTaamTy
aTNS WARED YT RIT 378 ITT [ETYET JTTTH SXUATH ITST.
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U2 WrEETET dwiTa pearasTes R afSe T 14 -3-8%8e
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T g TeroT dwira gra Y16 fEatd geusr THETWT ST JreT
vy

FRETARTS T ATEIUTT 0T ULS, © THATUT AT ITST Faam
ATSUTTE ®UTTS ATUUTTE W&a,d THETe aes avT AT T o a7 s

w@ER STTST AT8Y, W@l § 9Ten ITe, WTTEseT 58 garoT

0, 35S 0T ATSISTTHHTET JTHAET o7 W10 @R STTeST ATeT, T
AT Ter 3 T g PaTs arisY. STUTTeR g iaT s =,
FICTTR T T FT0TTogRe T Ueevi® §iaT T8 0 % WRT ITHTaT
T57r0T STeaTE aTR. AT WRTSATST SHTUTT ITRT TITd 39S
Toam STUTT oaTa TTarg T T %UTd 9GS o w=RTw =707
WTATT ATNGTS HTEeT wTaTss vTTE T IuaT o &7 9

U AT 91T THATUT T ATiTae T SeveT ST T
FTR. FeaTata®s 48 gmTATT BfrsTET wraTne e @

&, - - - ) - ’~ -
Hed STE 9ETs TR TESsT ITe, SIPvTTRY JaT TecwTarda T+ -
FTTE ST 1A ATT FTIOT VTIOTTET & STHSTTRT WA AT viad
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ATgY, TTAITTET 552 0T & UTAT 9909 A8 aTe. Tafetieror &

L ~ “s - N =
FRTAT GRS @Te.

TTeRaTsT gTSTRITE T e T aTVeTY SErTE 3 tawTa
FATETISTES arv A3-%-438¢ 7137 pfasesrET wTmET 50
e e . ~ e S, AN
areReTs i8S aTmTATaT v faaw FETET wa e o8 J
HRTATAIS §1% ATWST WUTH SemAT R AT awira et are T



61

mga wrTesT, T SwTarfomd=T Wt srmanTs Wt grshaTsY
TUTATHT fafeiaroTTe aT=eT av@Ts Fos WTHATUT R8-3-188¢
TTST GreharstTaT TIITRETRT Pl ERUTTIaT ST G
=i

SRT gRiTATa 3fee wuTRTY seraTa ST g AT, ar
FUTIRTE TTUTER ¢ NIOWETT WTiR §ivwTa 5779, @19 qwr=naie
oAt Wit sTTeT B yratear oifour=t ImT ST et
T @ avTT afrfuats 9fa o aE™ET fSARRrTTe areT
oot g 8-3-138¢ TPET GRRT FWTRT aTar e g ST,

¢-3-438¢ TTIT g FET0T dwTAr B STy @mfaits o
o gt @ prata afeafrar orfte evrel, slwmm BieT -
FOTTT GTSHATaEs SiTw=ar fHTeT eTTet, FT®Tq=ar sauais
WTHH T TESTUTT 3 ufemT ST T sEaTa s it
JTVVTTETRS %38 WA PafseoTTE AR wear) senrT aTdemt
1884 T FTeS o EISYATTT —mm

* R BRTRITAT FTRT 5T JOT =isT We wwetd at
AT TTE OTHAT, BTl WEees wha eIsT I8 @ fywTar
FoeaThd 49 wrdn OaS Yearw § FafeETUTT=T At usvTIR ATEY,
ATSTTETT Jre WAt S8k T #TeTmer Tavier aftorrs gloTiv AT,
aTd FIOT HTETEAT 65 @ AT WIST AT T amg,

T TEAT STSRTes ogo a1 T fider fyerar vaTmT Famv
AT FBW AT AT § WOTTS --

© vy dwrd fafm mTeuTe ur e, siwTgesT fafen
g7 ST AT WUT FETT ATBTT feTarw, eI ITa W o
tids a8 aTie o |WUTATd, STEW GG T ST, 6T BT FUTT-ATAT
ghamTen FoTeT 18 peeT Tofesrurs uTfed 918 vETwT BT
aftes T Fermat peeaT siEruTTETIT et gaT ST AR
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TRITATS IS NS §TS T WU 3BaTS UTSSST ©IAT, AT
R 2 fofhm amTsT aTeETeTRIT ST TETWHTUOTTAT fieest
K \ v . .

FCOT §iaT  FTaGT & YegeraT TIHvaTe ams SHEs SUTHT g
3YS ITE., THTEETHIT e wRTAT YT seT afisr st

~e o~ T e A ! N ey
UTEET T aveTe FRT @TwTRe 9T 8 goET Yo wTd FueTd
ITTTY 33 area,

5T TRATTT FATAT a7aw STET SUTIRT PSS g, s T
aTNG HHTES sga BUTH, ATTARWUET RS 58 SITHT ST Sard,
FTTRAT JTUTH T =ATATEA ™ S193TT $T araT, oela =Ta ara
FTTS W=7 9Ta o713, aTe™ @R a5 vTeTaT ayTT @At @AY
T wTa@r,

TEATET FATCTAT JoTaRoTEsT o™ ot aa® ard v,
1994 TTHY DT, o7 S5 8% TET <R TG R %14 © ONTE
TEHETIT FATTTE V%R =0T v a1 WeoTeT §1d, AT o 978 nTeenTs
aTie a FESTTY dr3 arsarter afavararaT avTa fan fevlw uTw ETTeT
g STEINE STATENT UGTUTST TEATHT a7t Pogpn™ 571, a7 o
¥rETTa AT 9T #teTgr weTa €t 51T urfed |
PerfeEUTTST S =T WT=0aT arsT | avTT Bl svoTIeT svTa
TSTEST & 3T aTTy AT uTy sTrer, W

$°?E*€TET T eTes™ fattsm BT Pt ST ST
TR TETY JTUSrTa B0, JFUErTa YISTITa 51T arsal SweranTer
o —~ -
% -3-4%8¢ TTHT OTT az3, | OT STEPTHTE FTIeeT ovTa $TUwwT

SEAT FTAT FTSEVTTY A% aT FTUSSTaTd T ATSTRIT avis
afavaTumaT g fafsBoTTa farta STUTIRT a8 g9 3774 uTy 773,
sTwTEs g7 éo% v aTd TwT ovatags afvs arvay ST I§T -
ofIsTes WiETT™ uigs 4TS 97 4T9%s WTE ATHERTH STSTAT AT
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ITITA & «TIRTAT TuT gomTd wusgT amT wir atn feaw
B gFesT RUT TETWT T aTaT sTETANTIT 8 &R soniTuaToT
WTFAT Wty 9ews TGN T qTd o7 s8% OasT TTHETT TgTaT
oM 5 ~ ~ -~
gfoEsTaTaTR JRTOTYeTaa o1 7 wed Al ERUTaTeT 8 g
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FIVITAT JUTT SOT.

S AT FUT USET@ATIUT 57 aTodTAT HTHSTE aTieTS T
TETWT AT fafemoraTat wiar geeT wemT, vTa T, By
T W RETIBT wEH W BUTA STy e vTies orfes
a7 TeRToraT ST S 9TE ATEETE aTRSTRT gTAT SuT BT
T RpwTatale FTUTmTET AfAEEETeT wET ST 19 aAET It
STe% &7 gTmeT BfeEard §F et afeTa Fom e RET atea,
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UHTHTST ROWT WewedT mWarsaT oviy (93 gITerTesT
¢4 WNTVE B3R §1d, H0UeRT HEuTa s GgFd © WTE HTUsTH a1 aTrar
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RE@T INTOTISTET a7y afudr =Ty #TTeysr ATHUeRTaTaR JTuoT
qut’ fasamy JUE@ITET SUTE HF FBT, JTTNSTEAT WUT $84]

) .y - > ~ Fin 3 6
piafafa 0T vae gfatafa ar ofdstarta gav gia. ¢

TATORSTERT ToaTo T, STATCHETTE FletarET aTRT wmwr
ATV AaT FTATEEET TevaTeT ST U RTTTSTAST
afedvraTaw vaT 9 N WTIS ¥Tg ATY OT THATWTSATT aET
FfTeasT wUIA FTT96T Thas waTaTn & SPTERYT I SwATH AT
WS WUTHT §id. TS WTRT SOErTTaTsT swewT mrafisteaT
FRBTROTH 19 A/ 1384 79T % 3778 BT FEA TATHT FHTT,
A5, 65T, VT, 58T, TIUTS &, YT AT @R T aUTTe
gaTREeE A aSTTETS T TE 8., 4%



e ETTSUT wTET wTEIT REUTe &Yut S L4 ard ot
FTETRST a1, TETHT FA1T aTfT =TT wia's fegs stomT
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AT AT FW FEGTRTa o7 ufefeay ST st =T grorT
FUUVTETST HGT INETT FSTTE W's AT97 §eT8 sy are, a8
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HUTA T@E e avuT™ wugTa dds, TeX @eTT oty wT
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ZT, U, 8 AT v ST9YTY 5A aTTS fATE D avTeTe
FUATE G aTRT peTTEs SAneT 9TES o9 WTRT a9, T ST fRsye
Ty RsTed STEiTeaEr 978 ATURTE &7V ATST ¥, T, MO WS
FrfE S dsamT FasTaTeaT areT TTEER WETET a0 fia gT

STesTTET fieT aThT avoeT™T T 7ahs,

ATETS FTESET AT, 13-3-489¢ T wHTg & RUTATE | &4
aTer THoTS o @TAT FTen FTReaTET JRETT T aTe 5T aftmTT
ST FTUIT T BaoT & ghmt =07, STE T He prara arHis glar
HTET =8, T TTWTAT 4 wad or% Triss 3 a9 at sa0aTaT ITT
W Tavey arg, | 8

ATE HTUERTE aTISTAT ST ATPTSATSHATIT SRETT SSHITE
ude, BT, U, FF SRR STEET aRUTTH STTET AT, SHINTa ATt
H#frgn svuTE FoaTd ate ariuT RE weteE v et
FO @ETHTAE FATVT GTET FIGTIS JFeTTE WU AT FaT,
Y7 F, TTITE STRAT SCH S TYATsT wrETaNg TE 8,58 aTAT
oETETE g1d, THTE UTETET STTTT tamETA g glaT, oaT
TR aTTTT 98 wiulE utaT Sefafnges alufovata aTeT,
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SATHESTTAT SETHT RTEYTT STUATETST =T, FATHT 9T
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¥ 7 foem o el wTfavit m et srraTaT
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YT TETWT BATY WETVEE@ITS GEoTAT #71a 819 © Jg'® UTans™
o,

Ratnappa Xumbhar

Kolhapur
Camp Bombay

26 Magust, 1948,
My Dear Saridar Sahib,

T am writing to you after a Fairly long ¢ime because
I 314 not want to trouble you during the period of your
convalescence, I am glad that you have fully recouped your
heslth and are agsin 2t your post in the service of our

country, May Gol give you good health and long life,

2. The main ohject of writing this letter 1s to show to
you that the timetto take decisive step and merge the state



has now come, Just now, =211 the opposition forces are most
demoralized and at their lowest ehbb, The Maharaja is frightened
because the Ajdministrator has asked himi to refund the huge

sum of Rs,65 lakhs or sn which the Msharaja has i{illeqgally
taken from tha treasury, The party of Mr,Bagal is also most
demoralized because of the enguiry under Justice Coyajee the
rabid communal organisation of Messrs, Jedhe 2n More has not
had any time to spread its feef in Wolhapur ,The friends of
the Maharaja are also trembling in their shoes because they
have lost all influence and are feeling thsat an early mereger
is inevitable, The Maharaja himself has hecome sc unpopular
with the public at large owing to hig vices that merger will
be deemed to be a relief by most of the subjects of the State,
The most critical time has, therefore, arrived and the State
must be merged, If ever, now, The question should under no
circumstances, be postponed beyoni Septenber, The Governor

of Bowbay recently paid a visit to XKolhapur when we could meet
him and when he could study the situation first hand, I feel
that he has also convinced of the extreme desirability, of

Jeciding the merger issue without delay,

3, There 1is no truth in the statement that riots will break
out in Xolhapur, If the state is merged,Such prophecies were
maje on several occasions in the past, viz.;\when the Bagal
Ministry was dismissed, Mr,Majdhavrac Bagrl was arrested,etc,
But nothing happened,Now the conditions =2re so fFavourabhle that
a reaction is least likely to happen, The situation is well
under contrcl as the Administrator will testify, I therefore,
feel that there iS5 no point in postponing merger on a panicky

forecast of eventulalities,



4, I wonld also like to impress upon you the complications
that will arise if the merger issue is postponed, It will

not be possible then to delay elections any longer, Once the
elections start, all opposition forces which are now
demoralized and at the lowest ebb will be strengthened again
The Mazharaja will spend huge amounts in subsidising all
reacticnory and communal elements,.”n attempt will be made

to secure a majority for the rabild communalists in the forth
coming elections an? then to create fresh difficulties with
their support, The peolitics of Bahujan Samajvad of Jedhe

and more will be introduced in Kolhapur and fully Jdevédloped
on the election platform, I am afraid that these and

numerous other complications will arise if @ decision on

the merger is postponed and elections are held ( as they
inevitably must be ) these complications must be asvoided at
any cost.

5. I have seen 5it Balasaheb Kher and discussed the
situation with him in detail, I would, therefore, request you
to kindly discuss the situstion with sit.Kher Juring his next

visit to Delhi and take a final decision on the matter,

6, I would also be grateful if you can find some time to
sze me, I am coming to Delhi on about the 28th inst,, and
at the time of our interview, I will be zble to explain the
whole local situation personally, 5°
With hest regards,
Yours sincerely,

Ratnappa Kumbhar,
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Ko lhapur
10 January 1949,

My Dear 3Sardar Sahib,

Kindly allow me to convey to you the heartfelt thanks
of the Kolhapur people for brining about the merger of the
State, We are all so happy &bout the event and look feorward
to a new era of progress and prosperity for the people here,
e sre eagerly awaiting the official annonncement of the
merger when we shall take the earliest opportunity to publicly
express our sense of gratitude to the Government of India and
to yourself in particular ,
2. I wish to take your valuable time and place before you

two proposals which arise out of the merger e

(1) In order to smoothen the transition to Kolhapur
State from its existing independent positionito that of a
5istrict in the provience of Bombay, it is essential to
continue the post of the Administrator for some time, Even
after the merger and to give him sufficient authority te clear
out the huge debris of work that has accumulsted in svery
department, This will svoidl the 1lnconveniences which have been
caused to the pepple of the other Deccan States in the period
immediately following the merger.

(2) Secondly, there are several resources of the State )
for instamce the state Railway, the Shri Shahu Chhatrapati
Textile Mills, the Telephone Exchange ete, The value of these
assets must he eer-marked for development work in the state
which has to be organized on a more or less permanent bagis
in order to bring Wolhapur con a line with the other Jistricts

of the province, ,

I have addressed detailed letters on these topics to the



alby |

State Ministry ( copies enclosed herewith ) Roth the matters
are very urgent and I woulld request you to kindly give your

most sympathetic consideration to them,

3. I have alsoc one more request to you, The Hon'ble ~
Mr, G.V.Mavalankar hss been connected with Kolhapur for a
very long time, He knows the peovle here, the local situation,
and our problems, He has 2also known some of our development
schemes at first hani,. I would, therefore, be grateful if you
woul? kindly requast him to give you his views on these

problems, He woulld be able to explain the whole position in

a way in which no official ¢an ever ﬂo,és

With best regards,

Yours faithfully,

Ratnappa ¥umbhar,
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