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Chapter -~ VI

GANDHI AND HIND SWARAJ 1 A CRITICAL STUDY

Ingroduction H

' Hind Swaraj * or Indian Home Rule, writtea by‘Gandhi as
we have studied in our earlier chapters was esgentially an attempt
to counter the growing school of violence both in India andin
South Africao Gandhi hoped that che message of ' Hind Swaraj *
would be enthroned in the hearts of the people, He sincerely haoped
that the doctrine of love preached in this booklet would take the
place of brute £orée andvguide the nationalist movement, espacially
those leaders who were ready to follow any method to wia ' Swaraj ‘.
The importance of ' Hind Swaraj * lies in its message it seeks to
convey, and the change 1t seeks to bring, in the method adopted by
the Extremists and revolutionary terrorists, He suggests passive
- resistance or \ Satyagraha ' as an alternative method to obtain
' Swaraj *. The essence of * Hind Swaraj ' reflects Gandhis deaire
to obtain true Home Rule, and not just the substitution of white

rule by brown rule. He, 1a Hind Swaraj, envisages an ideal state
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devoid of the evils of modern civilization and its symbols of
slavery such as lawyers, doctors, railways, and machinary, but
reflecting the ancient civilization of India in all her splendour

and glorye.
]

To say the least, * Hind Swaraj * i3 a controversial book
because it challanges many basic sumptions. We can recognize the
importance of ' Hind Swaraj ' but it is always difficult to agree
with Gandhi on all the points he discussed, Hence at f£igst an
~attenpt will be made to study the positive aspects of the book

and subSequently the controversial issues will oe critically

. analyzed,

Analysis of the Merits of Hind Swaraj

Indictinént of Modern Civilization i

An important subject matter which merits acteancion are
his views on modern civilizétion, which could be appreciated to
some extent as well as criticied for its one sidedness, In fact
the seizure of the book is obviously not to the liking of Gandni
for it further confirmes his belief that his action on the part of
the Britlsin government is promoted by modern civilization. Ahd he

thus concludes that it is not the British who rule India but modern
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civilization, which has to be overthrown if we have to attain

' Swaraj ', Ironically the book contains not a grain of violence
and on the contrary upholds the principles of truth force which

is an outstanding trait of Indian civilization. A change i§ life
style attire and possession of wealth are so called emblems of
civilization and in fact Gandhi felt that they represent tnhe very
embluns of slavery, for to acquire the adove, men indulge in a mad
race, ultimately leading to their degradation, downfall and

ruinatione

Modern civilizaiion is geared tgwards the fullfillment
of the acquisitive desires of man, and is not in consonaance with
the principles éf peace, freedom and well being of-the individual,.
Gandhi opined that modern civilization was bésed on fdrce and
exploitation.and resulted in the fall of the individual from the
spiritual plane to the material plane. Greed exploitation and
violence then become the guiding principles of his life. Modern
civilization is'aGCQrding to Gandhi irreligious and is for removed
from the principles of ethics and morality. It thus resulted in
oppression, exploitation and inequality, destroying the peace and
happiness of man, Thus the priorities of modern civilization which
are wealth power prestige and increase in oodily comforts, in the
long run destroy thevery essence of his peinge One can thus

appreciate Gandhis views regarding modern civilization which is a
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nine day wonder, which had enslaved India, and the key to

' Swaraj ' lay in its renunciation; Thus, in Gandhi's denunciation
of modern civilisation, there is a positive aspect in tﬁe sense

that he correctly understood the evil effects of modern c¢ivilisation.
Even G.D.H. Cole who admits that he is not a Gandhist, is willing
to concede the temporality of modern civilization, and queries,

¥ But to-day who ammong us has confidence that this weécefn civili-
zation will survive at all ? It is not * doomed*', but it i3
threatened and it grbws plainer and plainer that it can be saved .
from destruction only if, it can be quicklyAand radically transformed
£rom within.“l Hence Gandinl's critique of Modern civilization is

very relevant,

Criticism of the Entremists and Their Methods 3

one cduld also appreciate Gandhi views on the issue
regarding the method to be adopted to the obtain * Swaraj '. Gandhi
is critical of the extremists and revolutionaries wie are bent upon
obtaining ' Swaraj ' through the adoption of violent and revolution-
ary-tacticéﬁ. He had in * Hind Swaraj "strangly condemned the v
methods adopted by the revolutionaries, which he felt were alien
;o our ethos and culture, Gandhi felt that India a country wnich

Since times immemorial had preached the doctrines of peace and

1) Cole Gzntl‘i: - The Aryan Patho Vol. IX, Septo 1838, No., 9
Pe 429,
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non-violence should not go down in history f£or the use of violence
to obtain her freedom., This attitude he felt was not Indian and
did not reflect Indianess, Rather through the use of violence
Gandhi opined that they were doing nothing more than imitating the
west, and in the long run would never achieve lasting resul;s.
Gandhi thus said, " If you agree with me, it will be your duty to
tell the revolutionaries and everyobody else that the freedom t.ﬁey
want, or they think they want is not to be obtained by killing
people or doing violence, but by sétting themselves right, and by
‘ becoming and remaining truly Indian. Then the Brinish rulers will
be servants and not masters, They will pe trustees and not tytant§
they will live in perfect peace-with the whole of the inhabitants
of Indla., The future therefore lies not Qitn the British race, but
with the Indians themselves, and if théy have sufficient self
abnegation and abstemiousness, they can make themselves free tnhis
very moment."2 Gandhi correctly understood the limiation of the
politics of moderates and extremists and wanted the Indians to
follow new method of politics that would help them win Swaraj

without making any compraomises,

2) Iyer Raghavan - The Moral and Political Writings of Manatia

Gandhi., p. 295,
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Gandhis Theory of Satyagraha 1

The most important contribution of * Hind Swaraj * was
the development of the theory of Satyagraha, He was constantly
faced with the issue of gaining * Swaraj ' for India, It was his
ardent desire to obtain ' Swaraj '* through means best suited to
her’genuis. His political struggle in South Africa to restore
the lost pride and dignity of his breghren there, inspired him to
launch, * passivé resistance ' later referred to as * 3atyagrana °.
Spurred by the initial sucess of the movement and its powerful
impacﬁ. Gandhi desired ﬁhat this technique be adepted by the
Indians who were waging a political struggle againstc the British
empire to obtain Swaraj ‘. Opposed as he was to violence Gandni
provided the alternative method‘of Satyayra.ia to secure Swaréj .
and hoped it would wean the revolutionaries'away from the path of

violence,

It was indegd a novel weagon launched in the poiitical
arena, The weapon relied upon was love which was bound to melt
even the stoniest heart. ' Satyagraha * aimed at converting the
opponent, to make him real%ze the truth which was elusive, It
attacked the evil in the obponent and not th.e evil doer himself.
It was thus a revoluticnary measure aimed at fighting injustice

and oppression, suffering and humilitation. This was the path
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shown by Gandhi to his fellow Indians engaged in the uphill task
of freeing India from the clutches of Britiéh'imperialiém; He
believed that means play an important role in detérming the end
and thus advocated ' Satyagraha ' as a moral means to attain a

-t

noble end namely * Swaraj ‘.

Highlighted The Limitations of Parliamentary Democracy i

In * Hind Swaraj ' one detects not only Gandnis contempt
aof the method of violence adopted by the revolutionaries to
ontain freadan, but also thelr desire to model independent India
along the British political system, which would imply the adoption
of thelr political institutions and political traditions, The
position adopted by Gandhi regarding the import of Parliamentary
democracy in India can be admired. Gandhi did not wanthlndia to
imitate the Western institutional pattern blindly or out of
reverence, for he felt that it was based on violence and was
exploitative in natures. He criticed the members of parliament as
being selfish and'hypocritical, each thinking of his own interesc.
"Though the parliament ;é supposed to be representative of the
people, but in reality it is not so, as the interests of the peogple
at large are sacrificed at the altar of a few narrow parochial
interests, Parliament is thus described by him as a costly toy which

served no purpose, Thus, the true purpose of Parliament wnich is
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the protection and promotion of the interests and welfare of the
masses bccupies a back Seat, while a few power huhgry groups

usurped and misused the power vested in thea, and thus betrayed

the falth of the lgnorant masses, He thus opianed that adoption of
Parliamentary institution by independent India would speel ruination
for her as it had for England, His'analysis of the shortcomings cé

parliamentary democracy are thus thought provoking,

Higs Alternative Model of Development 3

Having rejected thc Western model or uatlion bulldiag
GandhiAin ' Hind Swaraj "providea an alternative mcdel of develop~
ment which he hoped to provide as a bluprint to the leaders of
independent India of the future, ' Hind Swaraj * or Indian Home
Rule reflects Gandhi's vision of an India of tomorrow, a *‘Swaraj '
which would be baéed on the principles of love, truth force and
harmony. It would therefore imply the rulelof each individual over
himself free from oppressian and tyranny of aiien rule or control,
It would provide the highest amouant of freedom to the individual,
namely the freedam to use soul-force to right a wronje. He pictured
lndependent India as.a participative denoccracy, where eacn individual
would have a say in the affairs.of the country,., It ia here that
one finds his camparison between Italy and India very valid. For

he said that Italy thouyh free, her freedom was illusorty a
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apparent, for it meant the freedom of only a handful, thus
Mazzini's dream had remained unfullfilled, To avoid the above
crisis Gandhi stood‘for a decentralized system of goverament, where
the individual would be the focus and he would be adequately
equipped to protect his interests. It would be a soclety b;sed
on the principle of non-violence, 8uch an ideal society would be
shorn of modern civilization and would reflect Indiaa civilization
in }al‘l her splendour glnory and beauty. He envisaged a ' Swaraj °
devoid of lawyers doctors, railways and machinary, which ne oplned
were the émblems of modern civilization, ' Hind Swaraj ' would pe
foﬁnded on ideal relations between all the religious comaunities
in India, Swadeshi would be patronised in tne India of tomorrow
with its emphasis oh self-relionce, His concept of * Swaraj ' thus
resides in the.&impliciﬁy of the villages. Where power ta ensure
canmunal good éould bg discovered, Gandhl expressed his views aa,
® I believe that 1f India, and through India the world is to achieve
real freedom, then sooner or later we shall have to go and live
in the vill;ges - in huts not in palaces, Millions of people can
never live in cities and palaces in comfort and peace, Nér can they
do so by killing one anto another that is, by resortinglto violence
and untruth, I have not the slighﬁest doubé, that but for the

palr truth and non-violence mankind will be dooned, We can have
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the vision of that truth and non-violence only in the simpliciey
of the villages, The simplcity resides in the spinning wheel and

3
what is implied by the spinning wheel,”

One can thus appreciate Gahdhfs effort to pramote man to //¢
the centre stage of pblitical life, He tried to draw man igto_the.
mainstream of national life. His Swaraj is one in which every
individual will be free in the true sense of the term., Important
decisions affecting his interests will hot pe taken by a third
party put by himself, He will'thus be guided oy his purer instinces
which will enable him to lead a good and pure life and enaonle him
to contribute his mite to the well being of the community‘ac large,
He says, " My ideal village still exiSts only in my imagination ...
In this village of my dreams, the villager will aot be dull - he
will be all awareness. He will not live like an animal in £ilth

and darkness,':“4

The alternative strategy of development that is put
forward by Gandhi may not be very practical or it may be very
simplistic but it contains a very thoughtful critique of modern
devel opmental strateéy. In the light of‘the current debate about
protection of environmen%/terrorism, decentralisation and contain~
ment of wants, Gandhi's strategy assumes great importance,
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3) 1Iyer Raghavan = The Moral and Political Writings of Mahataa
Gandhi Y3 pop. 285“286 *»

4) Ibid.‘ o 286,
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Critical Analysis of Hind Swaraj i

one cannot deny the truth t;hat ' Hind Swaraj * i3 indeed
a thought provoking treatise and yet contains passages that have
secane the issue of unabated controversy in the sense that.its
substance is subject to be comprehended according to one's finer
instincts, Some of the views expressed in ' Hind Swaraj ' are
subject to severe criticism by even his stauncnest folldwers, iIn
fact Gokhale was so disappointed with the Dook that e pronesised
.that Gandhi would himself destroy his work of labour after residing
in India for a year. Néhru too rejected ' Hind Swaraj * wnich
was as pointed out earlier, intended by Gandni to serve a3 a

blueprint for Indias political development,

Gandhi's Denunciation of the Institution of Parliament 3

Oon reading ' Hind Swaraj ' it is éasy to camprenend his
antipathy towards the parliament and yet it i1s alleged that the
terms he uses to describe it are harsh and not entirely justified.
By callihg it sterile, he has in fact run down the essence of
wananhood, for one could argue, to be sterile and not possess the
capacity to concieve is not to be Comprehended as democralizing,
It is indeed édrprising that Gandni who held wamen in sucn high

- esteem airs such an opinion,
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Besides when Gandhi criticised the Parliament as a
prostitute, it is opined that he had falled to notice thg fine
and subtle distinction between the Parliament as an innanimate
institution possessing no life‘of its own and the Parliamﬁq;ariana
who possess the vices w?ich he attributes to the Parliament. Thus
Parliament is only an institutional device wnich is to be used to
further the welfare of the people, while it is parliamentarians,
who misuse the institutional device to further their own interests.
Thus the shorcomings and deficiences that he attributés to the
parliament should in fact be whoily directed to 1lts menpers who

exploit the institution,

- Dichotomy Between Swaraj and Hind Swaraj is not Clear 3

Gandhi advocates Home Ruls or ' Swaraj ' based on'lave,
truth force and harmony, He does not advocate the adoption of
Western institutions which are based on force and exploitation.

He opined, that 1f everyone ruled himself Swaraj would decend £rom
the heavens, but again each one had to experience this 8Swaraj for
himself, And he further clarified that it was only when each and
every individual enjoyed ' Swaraj ' that Home Kule or ' Hind Syaraj*
would be established, His position is thus loud and clear leéving
no room for compromises, Yet in an article in Young India, January

1921, he had the following to say, " But I warn the reader against
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thinking that I am today aiming at the * Swaraj " described therein
I know that India is not ripe for it, It may be an impertinence

to say so. But éuch is my conviction, I am individually working
for the self rule pictured therein. But today my corparate ﬁctivity
is undoubtedly devoted to the attainment of Parliamentary Swaraj

in accordance with the wishes of the peop;e.“s._One thus detects a
note of inconsistency whereby Gandhi though personally striving at
' Swaraj ! déscribed in'Hind Swraj' in his individual capecity
works in his corporate capacity to attain Parliamentary Swaraj,
.which in fact he is not ready to accept in his broad framework of

' Swaraj ', One thus finds it difficult to comprehend the approach
of Gandhi towards the attainment of ' Swaraj ' in hié individual
and corporate capacity. It is indeed astonishing to £ind him
working towards ﬁhe attainment of Parliamentary Swaraj which he held
in‘contempt and disregard. A question which‘thus arises is; Can

a public figure like Gandhi, who totally identified himselﬁ‘with
the masses at large have a personal preference and yet walk with
the masses ? Can a strict line of demarcation be drawn between the
two dimensions of approach. It would not be out of place to quote
Mr, G.D.H, Cole in this context who opined that though Gandhi is

¥ as near as a man can be to Swaraj in a purely personal sense; he
has never solved to his personal satisfaction the other proolem
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5) Gandhi M, K, = Hind Swaraje., pepe. 5=-6.
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that of finding terms of collaboration that cou;d span the gul#
between man and man, between acting alone and‘helping others to
act in accordance with their lights, which involves acting with
them, and as one of them - being at once, ona's self and squeone
else, somcone one's self can and must regard, and criticize ani

. - 6
. attempt to value,"

Excessive Reliance on Non-Violence 3

Another major - criticism levelled against Gandni
' Hind swaraj ' is his préaching on the techniques of non=-violence,
It is a well known fact that the principle df non=-violence and
love was enunicated by christ and Buddha ceanturlies ago. It had been
applied"on an individual scale with a laryge amount of'sdccesé on
small clear cut.issues, However the efficacy . of don-violence
as wasd hoped by Gahdhi to be adopted on a large scale is to be
questioned, As Gerald Heard had pointed out, " the world wide
and age long interest of Mr, Gandhis experiment lies in the fact
~ that he has attempted to make the method work in wnat.@ay be

. -7
‘ called the wholesale or national scale."

6) Gandhi M. Ke - Hind Swaraj., p. 6 ( Preface to the New editlion)
7) Ibid,, pe. 6,
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The crux of the issue is, Is it possible to trust millions
of people with this spiritual weapon of noa—violence‘? Is non -
violence workable on a large scale ¢ As John Middleton Murray has
aptly remarked, " the efficacy of non-violence is quickly exhausted
when used as a mere techniques of political pressure - when 'the
question arises, " Is non-violence qute de mieun, really nonv—
violence at all,“ The use of the technique.of Satyagraha
requires the fillfillmént of certain conditions which ﬁost people
in the presqu world are 1néapable of fullfilling and in fact tend
to abuae S8atyagraha for the attainment of purely selfish eads - In
this context the weapon of ' Satyagraha ' is used to exert pressure
on the opponent to make him concede to their demands’ In such
instances ' Satyagraha °* loées its moral flavour and becomes a
policy of expediency for theAachievement of purely nafrow ;elfish

interests something which Gandhi abhored,

It had also been obéerved that Gandhis philosophy of non-
violence is practicable only to a certain extent and cannot be
viewed as an uniVersal truth, for all times to come, For it has
been pointed out that nonnviolence as an ideal, on some occasions
has to be forsaken for the prevention of an outburst, to contain
further catastrophe and to preserve the larger interests of beace,

G,D,H. Cole has put the following poser, “'Is it so when German
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and Ita;ian”armiés are massacaring the%panish people, whea Japanese 4%
airmen are slaughtering upon thousands in Chiness éities) when

German armies have marched Aﬁstria and are threatening to march

into Czechoslavakia, when Abyssinia has been bloodily bombed,into
defeat ... But today. hating war I would rule war to stop these
hou:rors.“9 Non-violence thus in some instances has to be ruled

out to secure the larger interests of peace and security.

Gandhi's Criticism on Machinary, Lawyers,
- Doctors and Railways are one sided 3

Gandhi's attack on modern civilization, machinary, railways
doctors and lawyers has come in for a lot of criticism from several
quarters, His views appear to be one dimensional and lopsided, He
viewed all machiﬁary as wholly evil, possessing destructive atetrib~
utes which are morally degrading, Machines, he felt had a degrading
and corrupting influence, However as John Middleton Murray had
aptly pointed out, " He forgets in the urgency of his vision that
the very spinning wheel he loves is also a machine and also unnatural,

. .10
on his principles it should be abolished,"

Thus when Gandhi denounced all machinary he failed to
draw a distinction between man who possessed evil intentioans and

misused the machine and the machine itself which was not qualified
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9) Gandhi M. K, - Hind Swaraj., pep. 9-10. (Preface to the New Edition)
10) 1Ibids, po T
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and to which he attributed qualities of evil designs, Prof,
Delisle Burns rightly pointed out, ® This is a £undamental philoso~
phicai error; It implies that we are to regard as mo:ally evil
any instrument which may be misused, But even the spinning wheel
is a machine and spectacles on the nhose are mere machanisms for
bodily eifesight ees ANy mechanism may be misused, but if it is,
the moval evil is in the man who misuses it, not in the mechanism}}
- In fact Gandhi by in81sting that machinary is a product
of modern civilization had corrupted man and had enslaved him
denied him the quality of rationality and attribute of freedom,
for if machine a creation of man, controlled man, man in turn had
become its slave and was thus deprived of his freedon of choice.
Thus Gandhivmaincained that it was not the British who controlled
India, but modern civiliiation with i1ts paraphernalia such as
machina?y. He had ignored as John Middlston Muray pointed out that
~ machinary " does nevertheless offer an immense and universal

.12
liberation £ram human drudgery."

Qne can quoie Jawaharlal Nehru at this juncture when he
aptly summed up the quation regarding the significance of machinary,
*.. modern machinary, is good in itself, had been and is being

misused in many ways, i?;ead of lightening the burden of work of v
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11) Gandhi M. K. - Hind Swaraj., p. 7 (Preface to the New Edition)

12) Murray M. J. - The Aryan Path Issue, Vol. IX, Sept; 1938,
No. 9. Do 439.
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the masses, it has often made their lot even worse than before,
Instead of bringing happiness and comfort to millions.of people
‘as it should it has brought miaery tom many, it has placed so much
power in the hands of governments that they can slaughter mi}llions
in thelr wars. But the fault lies not in machinary but in the
misuse of it, If the big machinary were controlled not by irres-
ponsible persons who want to make money £or themselves out of it,
but on hehalf of and for the gpodAog the people generally, there

1
.would be a tremendous difference,"

Gandhi has countered thé criticism regarding his views on
machinéry and justified them, oﬁ the ground that machinary is
misused in the sense that it i3 used to exploit rather than aid
society. Machinary is used by a few to ride on the baéks of millions, .
It is greed which 15 the motivating factor behind machinary to
which hé is opposed to and not to machinary itself, ‘According to
Gaddhi, machinary is good and is justified 1f £t aims at the
achlevement of cbmmon good, However the moment it 18 used for the
purpose of exploitation and amassing of wealth, it loses its utility
as an instrument to pramo=-te general welfare, This Gandnli felt
was an indication which should signal the renunciation of machinary.

Thus the moment a pafticulér piece of machinary acted as a

13) Nehru Jawaharlal =~ Glimpses of world History., pep. 108-109.
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hinderance and obstacle to spiritual progress and moral regenera-
tion, it should be renouncad. Replying to a question whether he
was againét all machinary Gandhi answered, * How can f be when. I
know that this body is a most delicate piece of machinary. 'The
spinning wheel, is a machine .,. wﬁat I object to 1§ the craze £o£
machinary as such, The craze for what they call labour saving
machinary. Men go on ' saving labour ' till thousands are without
work and thrown in the open streets to die of starvation, I want
to save time and labour not for a fraction of mankind but for all.
I wan§ the Goncgntration‘of wealth not in the hands of a few, but
in the hands of all.”14 He further added, " ideally, I would rule
out all machinaty,.even as I would reject this very body, which is
not helpful to salvation and seek the absolute liberaiion of the
soul-£rom that point of view, I would reject all machinary but

: machinés will remain because like the body they are inevitable, The
body itself, I told you, 1s the purest piece of mechanism, but Lf
it is a hinde:aﬁce to the highest f£light of the soul; ic has to be

1
rejected,*” >

However a counter argument levelled is, if the individual
is considered to passess spiritual strength or soul-force, is 1£
not possible for him to sue this force in the constructive and
14) Gandh.t M"i K.:_ - Hind Sﬁaraju popo; 7~-8,

15) Ibid'o Pe 9.
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positive use of machinary for the benefit of the community at large.
‘As John Middliston miuray had rightly pointed out, ® does not |
Gandhi's own belief in the ' gospel of love ' compel him also to
:believe that love can control even the machine to theé purposes of
love ?“16 Does not the individual boasesa adequate moral strength‘
to uée the machine beneficiently ? Thus should not this morsl
fervour be inspiring to the cammunity of individuals and urye them

to use machinary for communal -ends,

And.finally one could also express a litctle surpfise

over his views on lawyers, doctors and railways., He 13 racther
harsh on lawyers and held them to\be:rQSponsible for perpetuating
British rule in India and sucking the blood of the poor and

fermenting quarrels to boost their proffesions. But Gandhi in his
| haste £orge£s that so long as man possesses the instinct to
quarrel, his grééd for.wealth and lack of temprement to compramise,
lawyers will continue to hold sway. Again in the same vein Gandni
eriticlses the pro€£ession of doctors who take to the proffession $ﬁ>
not due to humanitarian considerations but in order to makc a fast
buck., He thus oplned, * Some times, I think that quacks are better
than highly qualified dootors.“17 But it is argued that quacks are
practionera who play upon the ignorance of the masses and are '

16) Murray M. J, =~ The Aryan Path Issue, Vol. IX, Sept, 1938,
‘ No, 9, pe. 439,

17) Gandhi M, Ke = Hind Swaraje., ps 53.
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themselves quility of the crime of ignorance, Thus, what is their
justificétion, in practicing 2 Apari from this &heir practice 15
not grounded on moral and ethicél principles which alone became a
A ground forx criticism, Gandhfa criticism of the modern,med}cal
system and doctoxs is onesided»because he fails to understadd thelr

contribution.

Gandhis criticism of railways as being resgonsbiie for
famines and bubonic plague are also rather far fetched. Market
conditions which determine the cost of a camnodity caused the
;farmérévto sell their gréin at the dearest price, Rallways are
thus only akmecpanism used for the tranSporc andA;hus to blame
this piege of mggbihary for causing plagues and oﬁher evil eﬁﬁec;s
.is rather fantastic, coming from a man like Gaddhi, who is a level

f,:headedgand qiea; thinker, Since it is pointed o@c that man motivated

- by greéd, caused him to take such measures, Thus defects in men

cause these deformities and the modern institutions need to be

blamed for it. 1

Uncritical Adulation of Indias Past

and her ancient civilization i

| Gandhd aéys, " The Gujaratl equivalent for civilization
means " good conduct, " and adds " If this defination be correct

then India, as 80 many writers have shown, has nothing to learn
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from anybody else, and this is as it should be “, Delislie Burns
hcwever p6ints out that Gandhi has laét sight of the distinction
between good intentions and right actions; and says, * It is
common place, at least in the Western tradition, that a man may
be * good * in so far as he has good intentions,%but his acéions

may be wrong or evil, The inquisitor who burnt néxetics in the
| middle ages, no doﬁbt had the best of intentions, but he could

have learnt something £rom somebody else about right actj.an."l9

o Gandhi in ‘' Hind Swaraj ' pleads for the renuncation of
modern civilization and seeks to turn back the clock to the pre-
- modern civilizatiou age, uncorrupted and free frcm unlinited
\ desires, "His vision of ' Hind Swaraj ¢ ia one baaed on an idylliec
 fvillagé communi;y, based on the principles of peace,.love naxmqmyv
 and co~ope:é£ion, all which are manifected in our ancient civiliza-
tion, ~He opined that Indian civilization is one of the oldeat in
the world, gloricua and maginificent and ought toibe the guiding
light for generatibns to come. One can thus detect a note of
uncritical adulation of Indiah civilization which is one dimensional
” gnd‘tella only half tbe truthe For {f, in ancient India, ideal
~ communities did gxiét;;which had as their basis love and truth
ha:mony and co—operétian, how then, does one explain the downfall
:‘18) Gandhi Ms Ko ; Hind Swaraj., pes 55.

19) Burns D, =~ The Aryan Path., Vol. IX, Sept, 1938, No, 9,
p. 434,
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of this community and its eventual sacrifice at the altar of
modern civilizagion. G.D.H, Cole poiAts out that Gandnis blind
and uncritical adulation of indias past allows‘him’to pass child
marxiage and child widows and saérifice of sheép aﬁd goats in the
'name of religion, as defects of Indian civilization and not its
essence. In the some vein he argues out his case for Nation
civilization and says " I say that the horrors in spain and
Abyssinia, the pérpetuél feaﬁ_tnat hangs over us, the desticutlion
in the midst of potential plenty - even the money grubbing that
we havé’allowed'to become the master of our lives are defects,
grave’defects, of our Weatern civilization, but are not of its
very éssence, however much appearances may seem ﬁo—day to make
againsb»this deﬁence,“ze Thus 1; 1s rightly pointed out that his
views on IndianAcivilization and the ideal conditions exiting in
anclent Indian»gillages were a figment of his imagination and
because of this; » Hind 3waraj " to many appears to be far removed
from ground realities, 38econdly, Gandhi did not take into account’
the elvils of caste'system and untouchabllity and the subjeccion |
and degradation of Wamen which was also a part oE Indian civilisa~-

tion. Thus, his attitude was uncritical.

WIS M el NP TR M BN TR G G e e e SR MW I ML M W B MR s W RS M me am MR em S W o

20) cCole GeD,H, = The Aryan Path., Vol. IX, Sept, 1938, No. 9.
- P 4300‘ ’
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Conclusion 1

This chapter mainly, dealt with a critical analysis

of Gandhis work ' Hind 8waraj ‘s It was observed that his views
on modern civilization and machimry are valid to a certcain
extent, while his views on passive resistance provide a glirmmer
of hope to the disillusioned masses, and hold good even today, and
will no doubt have a significant role to play in the shaping of
the future of humanity, - On the other hand it was also observed
that the extreme pesition adopted by him regarding parliamencary
. swaraj,‘machinary._doctcrs and lawyérs are indeed difficult to
‘whole hea:tedlg accepcg at times appearing to bé biased, It was
also cobserved that his adulaﬁion of Indias past is based on blind
love and to a certain extent a play of his- imaginatlon. But yet
one cannot make an attempt to overlook the siguificance of * Hind
Swaraj ' and the message it offers, As Miss Irene Rathoonc called
Hind SWaraj, ¥ an enﬁrmously powerful book ™ énd * forced by its
tremendous’honesty<to search my own honesty. I would impiove

21
‘people to read it."

w':21) Gandhi M..K, = Hind Swaraj., pe 12. ¢ Preface to the New
' . Edition,)
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CONCLUSION

' Hind Swaraj ' is one of the most important books'
written by Mahatma Gandhi who t:ie& to éut. forward his own 1deas
on Indian politics. He argued that instead of emilating the West,
India should try to chart out her own path of development which
was appropriate to her genius. In ® Hind Swaraj * his approach
is humanistic compassionate and rooted in the comprehensive p
phuoiophy of love harmoﬁy and co=-operation. In a world dominated
by the idealogy of war conflict and violence, Gandhi's philosophy
: i:i'qvid,efs a breath of fresh ‘a,u:. His greatest gift to humanity is
the gospel of passive resistance or ' Satyagraha * as he prefermd'
ko call it later, In the present study an attempt 1is made to
critically study the main ideas of Mahatma Gandhi in the light of
its rel,.»eva,nce.“v»

In the introductory chapter, the palitical scenario of

| .~ the first decade was briefly surveyed in order to enable him us

to comprehend the basic philosophy which promted Gandhli to pea

. ' Hind Swaraj ', It was Lenin who argued that, * Imperialism is
t.he highest stage of capitalism. one could £ind a jusu.ficabion‘
of this statement in the hegomonistic activities of the great panm
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manifested in the colonies which they had established in differeant
parts of the globe, British rule in India is an instance of the
above, her aggrandisement at the cost of India was largely a |
prqduct of the industrial rwolution. British rule in India, was
despotic tyrannical and oppressive the aim being to wipe out the
last vestiges of self-respect possessed by the emaciated masses,
and to cow them into submission, But Britain the in pride of her
power, forgot the fact that India, with a civilization as old as
the hills, would never give in and though she seemed to ckave in
her collapse wéa always temporary, only to rise once again like
the phoenix from the ashes. Not to be toned down, India witnessed
a cultural qwakgninﬁ prior to political awarenm; Leaders asuch
as Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Dayanand Saraswatl Vivekananda and a host
of o:bcra .l:l.t.' the lamp of awareness and cultural reinalssance, The
Indian "National Conéress played on 1mportan£: role in spear headiug
the movement for independence, A sense of unity and identity was
created among the masses and the Congress was successful 15 activi-
sing the people towards the idealof * Swaraj '. Unfortunately there
was a split in the fanka of the 'Congma' in the year 1907, which
resulted in the formation of two groups within the party, the
‘moderates and the extremists., Both proffessed the goal of ‘s;araj’
byt differred in their methods to attain it, the former believing
'in constitutional agitation while the latter emphasing £irm
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measures like ' Swadeshi ', boycott of foreign goods and in the
last resort advocated ' Passive Resiagance ‘. There was also a
group of reyolutionary texrorists who upheld the principles of
violence and terror towrest poer from the British, It was this
background against which Gandh_:l-fl text ' Hind Swaraj ' has been
introduced with a view to analyzing its contents in the light of
the ehanging political scenario in India. Along with a brief
‘blography of Gandhi upto the year 1914, the ideological influences
i.e. the influence of moderates, traditional Hindu philosophy,
‘roj.atqy; Thoreau and Ruskin is also discussged,

In the segond chapter, Gandhis views on contemporary
Indian politics hae been analysed, Gandhi appreciates the rale
played by the ccngress in instilling unity and awareness among the
masses, but is critical of the methods adcpted by some groups to
~ attain ! Swaraj ', Expressing the view that violence is alien
to our culture and can never achieve lasting results, he appreciates
their patriotism but feels that they are misguided. He lambasts
thosglgx_:.oupa‘ who want to free India through vialence, thus making
this holy' 1and»uqhaiy. On the other hané though he acknowledges
the sincerity of the moderates, he fee;.a that t:b_éix: faith 1o
British rule as tgéing indispensable would make Britishers conceited.
- He also criuciaea.the;r method of petitioning which he terms as
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derogatory and prefers to have anarchy under Home Rule than ordely
foreign xule, He thus 'éa.:presaes the sincere hope that the two
groups of the Congrese should join their forces to secure *Swaraj’.

In the third chapter, Oanghd.i views on the evil effects '
of modern civilization and his appreciation of Indian civilization
are discussed, Gandhi holds modern civilization to be respousible
for India enslavement, | Ailurod by the sight of gald, and unable
to resist its temptations and blinded by its glitter, the Indians
Gandhi concluded threw themselves at the feet of the British,
Machinary a by product of modern civilization had destroyed the
self-sufficiency of the Indians, Thus Gandni concluded that it
~ was not the British who ruled India, but it was modern civilization
 that cgm-.ro;lea the people, He further enlighteged us, that
reaunciation of modern civilization and acceptance of Indian
‘civilization held the key to * Swaraj ‘. Gaadhi ig opposed to
modern civilization as well as its political institutions like
parliamentary_danoc:acy. He holds the vigu that British Parliament
18 not a mother of parliament but it is like a sterlle women. He
: does' not appro#e of modern democracy based on the principle of
fule of majority,

In the fourth chapter Gandhis doctrine of Passive
Resistanced or ' S8atyagraha ® is analyzed, In ' Hind Swaraj * he
preaches the message of pagsive resistance or satyagraha., He
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hopes to provide an alternative method to the issue of gaining

' Swaraj '. Opposed as he was to the use of brute force and
violence as a means to win J Swaraj ‘', he advocated the mantra

of ' Satyagraha ', to secure to noble end of * Swaraj ‘. Gandni
felt that *' Satyagraha ' 18 love force was a weapon of t.héy atrong
and virtous and was bound to win the oppoineat however wilful and
strongheaded, He also ,compates, satyagraha with the theory of
passive resistance and holds the former superior.

| In ché f,:.fth‘chapher Gandhis views on ' Hind Swarij ’
or Indian Home Rule has been analyzed., His concept of " Swaraj *
and his vision of Indias tomorrow has been explored, Gandhi
exprgssed the op:l.r_sion that his concept of * Swaraj * was self=-
rule and when each individual ruled over himself, * Swaraj °*
would desceﬁd from the heavens, and therefare :u'.s aﬁtaiamenr. was
in r.hé hands, of each and every individual. ~ The vision of
' Hind Swaraj _’ is broad and all encompassing so as to evem cover
within its f£old those Br;glishmen who are prepared to sacrifice
their all for the achievement of aims and aspirations of the
people of India, * Hind Swaraj ' to Gandni, thexefore does not
mean the replacement of white tyranny lby brown tyranny. * Hind
Swaraj ' or the I,lﬁia of tomorrow would reflect the aims and
" aspirations of each and every individual. Indian Home Rule would
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be the rule of each and every individual, It would be the rule

by all and for all, xeflecting a decentralization of power. Doctars,
Lawyers, and “lachinary as far as possible would not £ind a place

in t;he Indi.a of tomorrow, since they are the very emblems of
slavery and modern civilization. The focal point of Gandhts

* Swaraj * in the individual and his freedom., Gandhi asserted
that the ' Charka * or spinaing wheel would lead to freedaa, this
ideal of ' Swaraj ‘' was therefore £ounded on the princip).es of
peace, love mutual co-operauon and harmormny .«

' In the £inal chapter, Gandhis views expressed in °* Hind
Swaraj ' were critically analyzed measuring both the pros and
cons, It was observed that his criticism of the extremists and
revolutionary terrorists, modern civilization and passive resistance
have been acclaimed by many. He advised the extremists and
terrorists to renounce brute force and adopﬁ passive resistance as
a method to obtain * Swaraj ‘. Again he pleaded for the reaunci-
ation of modern givilization and acceptance of Indian civilization
~which 18 inapiring, | On the other hand h.?.a views on parliamentary
Swaraj, doctars, lawyers, machinary and railways are one dimensional
and lopsided., He criticised the parliament as a toy im the hands
of the rulers, and down the class of lawyers and doctors, u\acn.tqazy»
. too 1s not spared and is held responsible for exslaving man.
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However, it was concluded that Gandhi's little text * Hind Swaraj *
presents convictions which were held dear by Gandhi.

Concluding Remarks i3 ¥

It must be pointed out that ' Hind awmj ' was not the
end of it all, but marked the beginning of a new era of thoughts
which Gandhi hoped wouid usher in a new age of freedom, love
harmony and cc;-ope:ati.on. Gandhis vision of India of the morrow
is unique and inspiring. He pic:ured a state of atfairs where
each individual would be really free in the true a;nae of the
term, where love would reign supreme over theforces of evil design
and hatred. It is the concept of Ram Rajya which would manifest
all the noble ideals which King Ram personified, It is a ‘Swaraj’
which would be a decentralized one, which would be devold of the
evils of modern civilization and which in fact reflect the
"pristine purity of Indian civilization. One mat; not forget that
- this utopla of * Swaraj ' which Gandhi talked about was possible
" only through the adoption of the doctrine of ' Satyagraha °.
Herein lies the beauty of the text ' Hind Swarpj *, which preached
a message not just to the Indians but to humanity at large. The
weapon of love was to be adopted by all in their struggle against
1nju.sgi,c:e.z tyraniw and oppression. It is thus a universal message
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with universal scope. Importance of Gandhian methods is brought
to bold relief in the recent non-violent mass of upsurge against
different types of oppressive tyraanjes in soclialist countries as

well as in several third world countries, : t

one could also appreciate Gam\ih:l.s efforts towards the
rejurenation of Indian civilization which seemed to fade into _
oblivion with the onset of modern civilization. In an age, which
worships power and money, Qahdhi dared to preach the doctrine of
simplicity and moral virtousness. The text * Hind Swaraj * thus
is an attempt to strengthen our roots for in that lay the'aocnit
of ' Swaraj ‘.

it is true that Gandhis deauaciation of modern civilization
is one sided but one cannot escape from the fact that modexn
civilization has given birth to dangerous éommrisu and competi-
tion which need to be curbed if we want to keep the ecology of
the world safe for future generations. Also, he always laid
- emphasis on theApnr:l.t:}‘( of means and eff;cacy of noble ends and in
‘t;gdays world thesoiideaa are important because we must know the
moral cost invalved in our development strategy.

Thus * Hind Swaraj * is an extremely relevant book that

makes us aware about many things that are taking place around us,



