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BACKGROUND OF KOREAN WAR
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CHAPTE R~ II

BACKGROUND OF KOREAN WAR

Korea, * The land of the morning calm * is a mountainous
long Feningula extending Southwards dividing the Sea of Japan
from the Yallow Seae It dis encix:clgd by Soviet Uniop; Cka:ﬁ.na

and Japan « the three powexful naticons and has az.was;s bheen
. & prey to tpe ambitions of these three nations.

8ince 1854 both Russia and Japan Gesirxed t:o control
Koraas © In 1895, Russis discussed with Japan, the poas:lble
partition of Korea roughly along the 38th Parallsl. Russoe
Japanase Wax of 1904-1905 terminated in pesce conferencs at
Portsmouth in 1905 and it reaogx}is_ed Japan's paramount control
ovar Karaa;. Japan annexed Korea in 1910, Till 1945 iess
till the end ©f the Second wWorld war Korea formed a part of
the Jayanese enpiinds.

The Second wWorld war, changed the fate of many small
nationss A turning podnt canme in the life of Koreas. And
Koxea hopsd for its independsnce.

In Caizo Declarxaticn, of December,1,1943, the Unilted States,
UKo and China declared that " In due course, Korea shall
become f£xee end inéepeaﬁent"z.
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The Postdam Declaration of July 26,1245, reafflrmed
the Cairo Declaration. Both conferences envisaged an indep-
endent and goverzign state 0f Korea but ne specific programme
wme worked cuts It was only Guring the Moscow mecting of the
Councll of Forxeign Ministezs in Decenber,1945, that a moxs

datalled plan was worked out for Kcreaa.

After the defeat of Japan in Second woxld war the
problem Of shariny Korea as the spolils of the war arovsees
Tho surrender of Japanese north to the 38th parallel was
(accept&%a by the Russian forces and scuth of the 38th parallel
by American forcess Since the major Soviet naval bage in
Paclfic . is situated across Koxea's North-eastern gea~coast,
Russia has alweys been interested in developing reletiong

with Kcrea4.

At the time of Japanese surrendex, while aAmericans
were still far away from the Peninsula the Soviets were
already in Noxrth Korea, preparing to move into all of Km'eas;
S0 UsS5e¢As bricd to bargaln with U.S5.5.R. and it was £inally
decided that Soviet Union, whose trocps were already in North
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would accept the surrendaxr of Japanese in that parxt Of Xoreaf.
® while americans wald pexform the same doty in the cthex
part “6¢ It vies deciﬁéd by wasghington and Kremlin to divide
Korea at the 38th paraliela. This is how the two supar powers
bgeame inevitably involved in the struggle for power over
Korea and this bargaining between the two super powexs proved
to be the most. tragic !;mvea_mant in the histoxy of the Korean
nation, which ghattered all the hopes of the *United Indépén—

dent Sovereiun KoXea?! of the Koresn peopleas

In fact, as the iwpact Of Second world wWax, many
nations emerged as iundependent nations in the world. They
enjoyed theix £reedom, but it was Korea which econtlnued to
ramain in the politics of divide and rule. The Sscond world
Wax changed the fate of many small nations, but to Korea
it continued to remain under problems and as a colonial
country. The two different foxces of the two big rival blcks
occupinyg two parts of Korea, ¥w started exerting thelr
ideological influences on the people of the fwo halves.

And obviémé;lﬁr these forces gradually established two hostile
regimes in two parts of Kozea. And 38th parallsl starts
hordening into a definite boundary.
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In May 1945, it was dscided by the allies that the
Korean peninsula pould be jolntly administered by UsSeds,
China, Britain and UsSeSsRe’ In Decamber,1945, it was
further decided in Moscow ® to entrust Kores on the four
FOWSIS ViZe, UsSaSsRe, UeSels, UsKe and China on Trxusiteeship
system® 3- However, this proposal was totally rejectad by
Korean people ag they considered themselvas 'mature cnough to
shape the destiny of thelr own country independently. Moreover,
they had become weary of the foreign ydcé and desirad for
salf goverument at the earliest posgsible opportunity.

The Moscow decision also set up a Jolint UeSe, UsSeSsRs
Commission to establish Provisional Govermment £or entire
Feninsula. But this commigsicon alst reached a deadeleck,
due to the controversy between UsSeAs and UsSeSeRe, UsSeds
insisted on popular vote because South Korea had twoethirds
of the country's population and this obviously would help
to establish a non~communist regime for the whole countrye.
The Soviet Union wanted the entire Peninsula €0 be under
its influence 20 it put forth proposals which yould agsure a
communist dominance over the provincial government®e UsSeSeRe
suggested consultation only with such Korxean group that had
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9. aAs both

supported the four-power trustaeship programme
the proposals were rejected by each other the Commlssion
reached a deadlock and 38th parallel wirich was established
at fz.rs;t only £or military convienince gradually hardesed
into a political line of division. And thus the traditional

methods falled to preserve peace.

Thus; the only peaceful alterynative left was toO geek
a solution by taking the issue to international forum.
* S0 the UsSe decided 0 lay the wiole question of Kox;ea's
independence and unification before the Second Regular
Sesgion of the U.Ns 's General Asgenbly on 17th September,
1977%19,

On 28th October,1947, when the first committee cf the
General Assewbly began the consideration of tﬁe Korean
problem, " two separate draft resc;lutions were submitted.by
the UsSe 834 UeSeSaRe z‘espe:ct;i‘ma}.y"n’n The U.Ssdragt
rasolution was based on & thyee polnt proposal, ® namely
holding of elections in the two separate zones by the
respective occupying forces, creation of Korean national
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security forces prior to the withdraywl of the occupation
troops and the settlng up of @ neutral nations tefnporary
commission for the supervigion of thesge functions“lg»

The Soviet Union proposed that the occupled troops
should be withdrawn fiom Koxea, and Koveans should be given |
oprortunity to fomm a goverament by themselves without the

ald and participation of the Allieaw

¢ Thils proposal was
not acceptable to wWashington ag it knew the communist regime
in North was well established and it was strong encough to

win the Scouth in the absence of American pXessnceg.

The UsSeSsRemoved a fc:malf. proposal in the 'I?’irst
Committee® incoxporating this views * The Second Séviet
proposal provided for inviting the elected z‘epx‘eséntatives
of the Korean people to tske part in the discussions of

14. To this gecond draft proposal UsSe

the Korean question®
submitted an * amendment providing United Rations Temporary
Commission on Korsa (UNICOK) be established to facllitate,
the participation of Korean representatives in the consider-
ations Of the Korean question and to ensure that such
representatives be in fact duly elected by Korean peoﬁle and

not be mere appointecs of the militaxy authorities”ls.
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Both proposals clearly show that the inteérity and
hapniness of the Korean people was not at all cared fo:r.
The only aim of the big powexs wasg Lo retain at least
half pact of the Korea under their respectiva influeme.
The big powers never bot.hoxed about ju@t-unjust or gomd and
bad or happiness and feezlings of the Korean people. So hoth
pacties waﬁ:e not Yeady to give in from their own aelfi:;h

notives.

?

Finally at the 9lst meeting of the Pirst c:cztmittea on
30th Cotobex, 194’?. Ind;,a exprossed its vi«aw tha%:. » mi.!e
the Soviet pmgosal was l:lkely to create co'afusm% the UeSe

prozx)sal seemed unduly vaquam

+ The Indian repxesenﬁativa
sugyested that * the elections instead of being held on
zoral basis should be held on national basis under the
supervision of at.he United Nations Temporary Commigsion oF
Rorea (UNiCQK)s. The réby‘remmg the political and moral
barriers which had been created by the division oFf the

c:cxum;ry“w.

with this background ¢f the proposals 0f, U:S«2s and
Us S»SeRe the above stand tzken by the Indian reprcsentstive
16 . GAOR. Sagsion 25: Cormnitize l‘ 1947, uac.t.‘.ng 91.p.2u.:-
17,  Ibids;page 255



shads snough light on the morality of Indis ,k.in International
context. indis rejected and opposed the elec;tions to be
conducted on zonal basise India rather thought 'that. Koxea,
should do that vhich can develop her integrity and a strong
sense of Natiopaliswm. This stend mokes. it emply clear as

vhat India‘s Forelign Policy stood £or.

On 14th November,1947, the UN set Hp é Temporary
Conmigsion on Korea (UNICOK). The COHmissicn | was established
by two General Assembly resolutions in which it was nmentioned
that elections should be held by 3ist March, i948"on‘ the
basis of adult franchise. The representatives would constitute
the National Azsembly which in turn would establish a
Netional Government of Horea and the formation of the

Govarnment was Lo be reported to the C:o::miszionls‘

So el.c.c ions were held under the supervision of UNICOK
and natuxally :.i: was required to act as 8 newviyral cobssrvexr
of elections and regort it to the General Assenmbly. The
comnigsion consisted of ths representatives from Australia,
Canada, Chinz, BEl~Salvadon, Franue., India, Fhilippines,
Syria and kraine. Ukralnlan Goveraoment afierwards refused
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£0 participate PeS.Menon of India, was unanimously elected
as permanent Chalrman of UNDCOXs Iater on the Commilssion

decided on rotational Chairmanship.

it sa&mé. all nations unanimously expressed thedr faith
in India by chosing lts representative as 2 Chaizman which
doubtelecly accounts 0 impartial and neutral xole of India
having justifiable moral base which had no self interests.
Horxeover, it provided Indis, good opportunity to reflect
her own moral views and thereby moved the éolicies of United
Hations vhich would accept the ritious path in tle case of

Kozea.

In the beginning, the Commission was fully confident
about its success. Manon was hopeful, of the change in t:he
attitude of Soviet Union and North Koxean autheritiesw.
But his hopes scon shattered vhen Northern regime refused

the éntz:y ¢f the commission in the Horthern zonez 0.

By 1l4th February,1948, UNICOK was convinced stout the
vigidity of Horth Hozxeas. Then the question arose whether to
conduct election in South KorXea only. Obviously the proposal
19  UNICOK, Report Part=I, VoleII, Debs
20,  Ibide,
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was welcomad by United States and her friendly nations

as France, Fhilippinese. On the contrary sSouth Korecan leaders,
as Kim Koushik and Kim Koo were likely to oppose the augges-
tion ag they helieved that it would solidify the division

and the tyo halves would never again unite n2l,

Australia, Canada and India shared the same view and
were against holding elections in South alones As far as
India's stand is concerned, she of recent had faced the
tragic event of her own pertition. So she stood £imm against
elections in south vyhich would lead to the partition of

ROXaae

Zt was declded to refer the matier to the Interim
Commitiee of the General Assenbly. And the resolution calling
for consultation with the Interim Committee was so drafted,
that, Interim Committee might advice against holding elections
in South only. The UNICOK's resolution was passed by foux

votes in favoux, three against and one ahstentiorazz.

The Interim Committee, met on 19th February,i948. United
States was doing everything in its power to impraess the
21, UNICOK 4 Repﬂx‘t' Pagtel, VO].-IIX'PQS7‘

22¢  UNPCOK, Re33, United Mations Temporary Commission
on Koxrea, VolelI, 1e33.
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necessity of elections in the South at least and on 24th
Febmary,1248 it proposed @ resolution to this effect in
Intexrim Cmmiti:ee‘?'a» The Committee adopted its draft
resolution wvhich said, " It was incunbent or the UNICOK .es
to implement the programie.ss in such paxts of Korea as
axe agcessible to the Comaission“z&. It should be noted
that this resolutlion was adopted in the absence of the USSR
and the Soviet block who refused to participate in the
proceedings of the Interim Committee which they considered
illeqal®®,

Adoption of the resolution lsd to the immediste
Yesignation of Kim Koushik f£rom Rorean Interim Legislative
. ”
Agsembly who feared that unification was nov':,impossible"s.

And bis fear was quite right wvhich wes proved by later events.

As per the plan, elections were held in Southern parxt
Of Korea on 10th Mav,1948. And on 14th August,l19248 * The
Republic of Korea ¥ south to the 38th parallel was proclaimeds
Syngman Rheef.. who retuxned to Korea after a prolonged stay
in Ue 5.3 was proclamed the £irst President of the Hew

Republic® e
23,  Ibide
240 Ibide
25«  Ibids
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By the advice of Interim Committee, and coanducting
the elsctions 'exclusively in South, UNICOK lost its role of

neutyal observer and became the advisexr of one party.

As ® The Republic of Korea * was proclaimed south to
28th parellel, to the North of 38th parallel was sete-up.
The Democratic People's Republic of Rorea under the
leadership 0f the Moscow returned Kim II Sung on 9th September,
28
19487,

As UNICOK bacame ineffective, the General Agsenbly
did not venew it, instead it established UN Commission on

Korea t0 continue its worke.

The new United Nations Commission on Rorea (UNCOK)
was entrusted with the job of unification Of HoXes. m':;d
for the achievement of the same goal it was oxpected L0
facilitate the removal of barriers to economic, social and
eother fxiendly relations ceased by divisidon of Korea and to
do other peedful thingse The Commissicn consisted of seven
menbers, India being the Chaliman once mores
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&g 1o the case of UNICOK, UNCOK was also unable to
get into the North Korea and henc;e it was soon rendexed
useless. The only task it could perform was tO cbserve the
withdrawl of the Awmexican tyoops which vas completed on 29th
June,1949%7,

in 1249, the United Naticns General Asscrbly on the
suggestion of UNCOK added one moxe item to the list of Ui@::oz{.'
and .{t was now required to observe and report any developments
which might lead to, or otherwise involve military conflict

in Koreas 05

This indeecd came &x; handy, vhen in Juns 1950 the UN
branded North Korea as the aggressor agalnst the sSouth on
the strength of Nexth KoXean 'invasion' reported by UNCOF.31‘.
The Commisglon became inactive after the cumpletion of lts
report in August, 1950, It was dissolved by the General

Agsembly and &8 new comnission wes sob-ups

Rugsia in meanwhile was still demanding withdrawal of
forces and in January,1949, 1t announced its complete
withdrawal £from North Korcae. Americans also followed and

completed the withdrawal of thelr foreces by June, 194932.
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Ag the apparent conditions showed that thexe were no
foreign troops on both South and North parts of Korea, the
leaders again txied t0 utilize the opprtunity for the
unification of Korea. On Tth June,1950 leadexs of North
Korea appealed to the people of both ‘south and North Korea!
for peaceful unification of countxy by holding general
elections throughout KoraassSouth Koreans also suggested to
hold a consultative conference either at Hagju, a North
Korean berder town or at Kaoesung, & South Koxean borxder
town between 15th to 17th June,1950,

But North Koreans refused to let the UNCOR inference
in any wey and also neglected Syngman Rheess, These North
Korean initiatives created tense situations in the South.

' Pensions developed in South and so the porder became SO
sensitive that UNCOK, send, UN militaxy observers to report
on the situation along the 38th parallel®®. on 1lth June,
three Norih Korean delegates who had crossed the border to

‘appear to the leaders of the political parties were

4%

axragteds And thils added fusl o the already existiug teusiong.

e Mp W S M gk G Ww S GR W N e W B S S O B W MR R AR G W N S e W & e

33. Gupta Karunaskar, ‘How Did the Korean war Begin',
China Quarterly, October-December,l1972, p.70L.

34 GAOR, Session 5, Supplements. Supplement 16 A/1350,ps40.



with the pagsing perilod explosive tensions began €O
mount between the Korea's. The gituation on the border
graduaslly beecame tense and militagy incidents became more
common to both parties besing aggressive in turn. and the
explosicn camé on 25th June,1950. The Korean war broke out
at 04,00 hourg of the early morning of 25th June,1950 shatt-
ering the peace and the cuitnss of the land of the morning
calme

The out break of war ended the UN's peace~kKeeping
activities in Koreae On the contrary, it would not be
exaggeration to say that UN, which primarily is a peace
orXganisation, o¢aly helped towards the f£inal cutbreak of
walke The two UN’s commission UNICOX and UNCCR which were
ncrg-:af:ea with the intension of unifying Korea and maintain-
ing peeces ended@ up by confirming the di;rision of the Penisulae.

In this chapter only an assesssment of the Korean
crisis has been attempted in en chronological manner.
Events vhich tock plece and the stands teken by those
countries involved have been examineds From this it can be
calculated that the 'Korean Crisia'® has been an event in
which soon after the Second wWorld War, many nations had
participated and had alge showm that bipolar struggle was
still alive.
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4.3

India realised that the bipolar gystem instead of
solving the problem cnly provided an oppeortunity to
super powers to enhance influence in each and every corner
of the worlde Indla knew very well that ths global intexest
of the two poles wounld disturb the calminess of nét only
Korea but the whole worlde Their ambitions would not be
satisfied only with Korea, but 21l newly born small and
undeveloped countries like India would be prey to their
world wide ambitions. So Indla £irmly decided to keep away
from the politiea of both groups, and emphasised its own
pelicy of neutrality. India also made hex policy a means o
put an end tO the over ambitions nature of big powers and
thereby to save not only Korea but many emall nations like

Korea and also the * wrld Peace ‘s
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