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CHAPTER - III

ROLE OF UNITED NALIONS 11 KOREAN CRISIS

In thig Chapter it is attempted to bring om record the
various developments whiqh took plasce whien the Korean war
commenceds The Chapter at times is nayxrative, as variocus
resolutions tabled at the United Hatlonz have been guoted at
dength. This it is felt cannct be avoided, as it is important
t0 understand the various stands taken by various nations on
the Korean crisise. It is t0 be noted here that, it was on
this issue the United Nations tried its best tO© be more
effective in realising the concept of 'Collective Sacurdty’.
The General Agsembly passed a rasoclution known as 'Uniting
for Peace Resolutiont, which is of course an impoxtant stepe
The efforts of the United Nations in Roryean crisis are of
course notable and hence this chapter tries to exemine the

vazrious reselutiong.

On June 25,1%30, the UNCOX transmitted to the Secretary
Genexal a cablegram informing him that * The Government of
the Republican of Korea states that sbout 04.00 hours on
25¢th June,1950 attacks were launched in strength by Noxth
Korean force =2ll along the 36th parallel“lo Further the same
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cablegram just stated that each side was accusing the othex
of aggression and suggested that the matter be referred to
the Security Cezaunei}zc Thus the UCOK mentmnéd the opinlong
of :qgth sides without ecm:ltiné itself to any position.

Soon after the reported outbresk of hostllitdes the
conmlssion had by radio broadcast appezled o the Horth
Koxeans for an immediate cessation of hostilities and had
expressed its readiness to meet the representatives of the
Morth and South at aany time and place to review the develop=
ing situation and to arrange for a ccasciires The Commission
* had assured North Koreans thelUnited Notions stocd for
peaceful negotlations on the basis 0f justice and equity

with vnification of Xorea as the £inal gcalﬁ3e

On 9th June, 1950, UNCOK had sent £ield observers who
traveled along the 38th paxallel till 24th June,1950. These
observers had returned to Secul on 24th June, 1950, while
way started on 25th June,1950, they 4id not witness the
beginning of the war and hente they did not £ind any
‘Unusal activity® on the part of North KRorean Fexces that
wonld indicate any dimpending change in genexal situation

“”-”-w@w““D--*~~-_“~-”“‘*~~“~

24 Rofs Us Ne D0 571496 Suice Security Council's Official
Racords, Year 55,1950
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along the parallele. So, UNCOK had to rely entirely on the
xeports of South Koreanse While the South Koreans blamed
Noxth Koreans, the latter in their broadcasts accused the

formex of aggressiori

" Now as the actual witnesses were not there UN, had
to rely uptn the circumstantial evidences.The circumstantial
evidence implicated North Korea. The repidity with which the
communists advanced across the parallel and the fact that they
simultaneously launched four divisions and three brigades,
seventy thousond men and seventy tanks from four different
points would obviously prove that it could only be the result
of a careful planning. It would be impracticable to think
that such a laXge scale action, carried out with such a
lighting speed could be brought about on a sudden shokt

notice.

The General Assembly had alrxeady by its resolution
293 (iv) of 2ist October,1949, asked the UNCOK, tO cbserve
and report any developments which might iead to or otherwise

involve military conflict in Korea®,
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The Secretary General emphasized that the military
actions undertaken by North Korean forxce has violated the
principlesof the Charter, He further added that ® the present
situation is a serious one and is a threat to International

Paace”sq

The Yepresentative of the éovernmmﬁt of the Rapublic
of Korea was invited at the request of the United State's
representatives P The representative of US presented a draft
resolution calling upon the authorities in North Korea to
ceage hostilities and to withdray thoir ammed forces to the
border along 38th parallel requesting URCCK €O observe the
withdrawal of North Korean forces and ¢0 kecp security
Council informed about the execution of the xesolution”en
Draft also called upon all members of the U4 to render every
agsistance €0 UN and to retrain £rxom giving assistance to

Horth Korxean auxhorities“7.

The Yugoslav/ : representative 4id not feel that the
picture obtained from the various feports was sufficiently
complete and balanced to enable the Council to assess the
S SCOR, Fifth Yoar, Roel5, Deds
e UN Docs5/1497 (Ref. )

e Ibid.
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£insl and definite responsibility and guilt of cither of
the parxtles involveds He was of the opinion t?xat an Qppox-
tunity should ke given to the representative of the Govern=—
ment of North Korea for a hearing. 8o he submitted a resolu-
tion proposing immadiaste cesgetion of hostilities and withe
drawael of forces suggesting an oppertunity for the rmorbh
Korean Government to State its eése before the counc11*®,
But this proposal was rejected by six votes to one with
Egypt, India and Norwey abstaining and the USSR being absent.
(The soviet Union boycotted the Security Council from
January to August,1950 as protest against the continued

representation of China in the UN by the National Government)s

The United States proposal was adopted by * Security
Council ¥ by a vote with one sbstalintion l.ee Yugoslaviya
a8nd a member abgent i.ce USSR"Q.

The US resolution said, ® Nothing with grave concern
the armed attack upon the Republic of Korea by forces from
North Korea deterxmines that this action constitutes a
breach of pcacé. And further the Xesoclutlon -

B  UN Doce&/1500.
D UN Doce /1501,
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1) Calls =~ for the immediate cessation of hostilities
calls upon the authorities of Horth Korea to
withdraw théir armed forces ©o tiae 38th paralle.

2) Requests ~ the UNl's comilssion on Koroae

&) To communicate its fully considered recommenda=
tions on the sitvation with the least possible
delaye

b) To observe the withdrawal of North Korean
forces to the 38th parallel, and,
¢} To keep the Security Council informed on the

executicon of this rescluticne

3) Calls upon all memberxs to render every assistance
to the UN in the execution of this resolution and
to refrain from giving assistance to the oith

Korean autlmrities"'w.

India voted in favour Of thd United States dreft
resolution. The Security Council was able t© act promptly as
a result of the on-the spot information supplied byUNCOK.
The UM passed its hasty vexdict, condemning the North Kores

as the aggressoXs
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Pregident Truman issued a statement on 26th Juns,1950
in stating the ®* US would vigorously support the efforts
©f the Councll to terminate the sericus bhreach of peace® 1_1

Further on 27th June,1550, the President ammounced
that he has ordered ® tha US and sea forces to giva cover and
support to the South Korzan txoups. It iz doubtful wvhether
the June 25,resclution of the Seéurity Covnceil clzarly
provided for armed assistance to South Koreas UN had merely
issued a cease~fire 2ll and had yet to ast to executive
the general puxpose 0f the resolution if the call was not
haedad,

On 27¢h June,1950, the Security Councili, met egain to
consider further action based on four cablegrams received
between two meetingss The cables reported that the North
Korean advances had c¢reated a dangerous situaticon. dorth
Korea had refused to accept the UN regelution. The cablegram
de further suggested to * Security Council to eithex invite
both parties to agree on the neutral mediator oY undertaske
immediate md&atios;"m.
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The last cablegram gtated the M e.sssc\j € based on the
evidence of ® UNCUK militaxy observer's observation along
the parallel, that Northern Regime ds eaxxyigg‘ogat wall
planed, full scaled invasion Qn\ South Korea and South Koream
forces were deployed of wholly defensive basis 8hall sectors
of the parallel"w.

After consideration of these reports once more the
Us dslegation ang the Yugoslav;i:m delegation presentod a
draft resolution each. The US recormended ¥ the menbers of
Bl to furnish such assistance t¢ the Republic of Korea as
may be necessary to repel the armed attack and to reastore
international pesce and Security in area “14. and Yugoslaviya
agalin recommended a procedure of mediation which was rejected
as before. US’s reselution ms'adopi:ad China ﬁ‘aimn) cuba,
E¢uador, France, Norway, UK and USA votimj in favour,
Yugoslavia naturally voted against, while Egypt and India
4id net vote they had not received any instruction frxom
their regpective governments and USSR remained absuent.
Cn 30th June India transmitted to the Security Council that
it was in favour of the zesolution of Juns 27th because it
was against any intexnational dispute being settled by sggression.
13.  Ibide, $/1507.
14¢  SCOR ¥x45, 5/1508/ Revel.
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BslsRaun as the Indian representaﬁive at UN, had
little time to consult his government and voted for this
resclution on his own initiative, Delhi believed "that-, Rau
had bsen jt;xstifié@. in‘ccgdemning North Korea as ‘z.m aggressor,
but he wes ‘dia:ected not o ccmii'; " India further without
prioxr consultation, anc‘i hence he ébstaiaed from voting on
the resclution ©f 27th June directing pember states Lo
furnish assigtance as might be requested to South Korea o

repeal the armed at'hadc""se

Once the: Security cc;uncil passed a resolution calling
upon the membars of UN to furnish assistance tc Republic
of Korea, member nations started communicating their support
t0 the Security Council. 53 UN menders out of 59 who approved
the resolution, 40 offered zid in one or cother form, 16

116, 2mong these

sent armed forces, and 5 sent medical units '
nations it w;zts' chie:ﬁiy US which fought this warx with its
men and armss 50 it is doubted vhether it was the UN peace
keeping activity or it wes a war declaved by USA because of

it active participation in the Kozean wals
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. Other countries who made contribution were UK,
Australis =21sc decided to put its naval vessel; in the Farx
EBagtern seters and its Royal Australlan Alr Force fighter
squadros stationed in Japan and Canadian Navy proceeded into
the waters of lieatern pa"cificm.

Presi&eni: Truman authorized General . MacArthur to
use certain ground units as wellds Thus UN provided Alx,

Naval and Ground forces to South Korele

How the next thing on the agenda of Security Council
vas the formation of a unified command to mobilize and co-
ordinate these forces coming together £rom ﬁifferen’t lands.
% Hence on 7th July,1950, the French and Britigh Goverinment
circulated their combined dragft resolution providing for a

unified command to control and eorganise the forces“w.

®' The US was given the command and it was asked O
keep the Security Council infoimed about the effects of the
actions tskens The resolution was adopted by 7 votes to
non USSKH being absent while Egypt, India and ¥Yugoslavia

abstainea*t?,

" W Be R gy A fin O Up S0 G A B A g B0 E W AN P We Wt S0 G W ouw A A v W G

'17.  Ibide
18. SCOR, ¥xa5, 1950 (3/1515).
19, Ibid.

606



6)

On 24th July,1950, UN, command was formed under the
leadership 0f US General Douglas MacArthur, vho z«:aé designated
the Commander-in-Chief, Tokyo became the General Head OQuarter
of the Commands

Indiz did not contributed any #ilitary forces to UN
bhecause Benegal Rau gtated at 38th July,1950, that Indian
armed forces were ' designed for home defence' and the
internal needs were such that India could not afford to send
forces., In Novenber,1950 Government of India; decided to send
a field ahbulance and surgical unit to Korea tO serve with
the UN :ﬁoreesgou The 60th Indis Field Ambulance Unit which
had experiencs of many battles was chosen for this task. It
consisted of 17 Offlemxs, 9 JCO's, and 300 other mzﬁs’.sﬂ.
They all balonged to Amy Medical Cropse The Unit arrived on
on the land ofx 20th Hovember,1950 under the command of
Lieutenant <olonel A.G@Rangraj and it was put in action f£rom
very day of its landing in Korea. lts duty ués to treat the

sick and wounded.

Indian Unit reached Uljongdu on 14th becenker and starxted
its woik. Soon this high skilled psrfoxmance in xendering

treatment earned them higher reputatloine This touch was sadd

0 bo like 'tonic'zz,
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The Xorean War had followed its dremdful course. In
the beginning American aix force seemed doing well but soon
torth Korean soliders dashed Southwards. Only Zmexican navy
could save the retreating fomeg. & brilliant counter attack
was Jaunched in Septenber,1950, under the command of General
HacArthurs Inchon situated behind Seoul vas the main theatre
of operation where american marines won a dazzling victory.
Seoul wes freed soon. By the end of September 1950, the
Korean people's Army wes completely wiped cut of South and on,
29th September; General MagArthur in a formal ceremwony at

Seoul handed=over the regime of the countxy to Presidentr Rhesd

Intoxigated with the victory General MacArthur planned
to cross 38th paralle}. ami rush into the capital of Norbh

Korea and 4did the sene.

As the anmexican’s wanted O wips out communists in
North and establish a demporecy uader its own aeygls, it
was not ready to mlss the favoursble military situation.

Now sure of the United Korea under its auspices the
UN created on 7th Octcober,1950, the Interim Committ of the
UN Coarmilssion foz the Unlfication and Rehabilitation of Rorea
{(Uncusz) on 9th Cctobere MacArthur demanded unconditional
surrender of MNoxth Koreans which according te him was

necessary to enforce the UR for Unificatione
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Complications arose on the above question. A ;:el:!.tical
problem came up whether URN forces had authority to persue
war beyond 38th parallel. Becauge, after all UN had helped
South Korea to repel the agngaian and not to commit ite
The geal of UN was complete éiﬁninaﬁien of the aggrassion‘?’a .
Such act would have constitubed to an invasion. India wes
also against this move and against the way of umificatioﬁ
of Korea with the belp 0f forces America was wr;t:iea soricously
that by crossing 38th r,;axallal ghe vas taking risk of new

woxld wars

But west blocdk was not in the mood of listening and it
decided to liquidate Horth Korean regiwme and set-up a
democratic state of Xores. Even UN's Secretary General,
Trygve Lie supported this action declaring that ® The aim
of UN is and must be 8 united and independent Koresa and as

ot 23
such he was in favour of taking necessasy action ~e

Iindia vas certainly more realistic wvhen Nehru declared
on 3rxd October that the Korean war contained " seeds of
mighty conilict and wanted American Militis not o cary
it ‘too far"?d,

23, New Yokt Times, 9th September,i1950.
24e New Yozk Times, 4th October,;i250.
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When such stands wele teken in opposition to US,
Brazil, Cuba, Netherlands, Norway, Palcistan, Fhillippines and
UK sponsored a regolution stating that, ® Since UH forees
were authorized to function in any part of Korea * to ensure
conditions of stability thoughout Koxeas.«" for the establi-
shment of & unifled,  independent and democratic Goverament
in Kozxea, it naturally implies the sanction given to these

foxces to enter North Koreazs

» The regolution was adopted
by 37 to 5 votes with eight abstentions, against the protest
©f Russia and China, and opposition of Indis,Yugoslavia and

£ive axeb Statezso

Chinz at the initigl aegges remained a quite spectator
watching the Republié of Korea rxetreat and the UN's intezven&:on.
However, by the end off August 1950 the drégon ayokes Many ‘
high levelled cOnferences woeXe held between two big communist
rowers iece USSR and China. The dacisgion. was “,c.ak.en to
supply Chinese man power and Russian arsms t0 fight UN foxces
if they crossaed the 38th parallel.

Accoxdingly on lst October, the day on which Republic
of Koreca crossed the 38th parallel the Chinese Foreign
Ministey informed KeMsFannikarx, the Indian Anbassacor to
Peking that if Amecrian troops crossed the 38th parallel
China would intervene the wal.

254 un DOC»N3.422‘ Ppeilel3e
92¢. Thid:



In spite of these warnings, MacArthur heeded no
attention, while UN did little ©0 alter its deéision, As
they thought that China was making cmpty noisas.

On 24th Cctober, UN txodps moved to the ¥alu and
continued this advance northwards. India and other neuiral
nations pointed out the strong possibility of chinese
intervention if American forces did not half this advances
So it happens, on 5th Novenber,1950, China poured a sea of
men at ¥alu which joined North Koreang. Spreading Southwards
it soon washed away Amsyican UN tryoops.On 10th Noverbesr,
Chinege intervention was officially annouticed by North

Korean Governments

China said that its objective was " to defend its
homes and his fathexland opposing the American aggressilon
and supporting the struggle of the Xorsan people“m'

On 24th December,1950 the American forces were pushed
back across 38th Parallel and westein world was shockeds
Thege dreams of United Kores disappeareds

The first rhase of war ended in Chinese victoryy and
war continued. UN patrol units despite Chinese countermoves
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and pushed the UN line northwards and succeeded in advancing
it beyond 35th parallels, During the period between February
and Aprii, the Chinese people's voluntary Army (CPVA) had
been on defensive. MacArthur now wented to put an end to
the influence of commnism in Korae;n territory and take full
advantage of the epportunity.

But by this time Americans were becomlny aware of
the dreadful effects of war and they dlsliked the idea of
losing s0 many thousands of its young children on forelgn
s0il especially so soon after the second World waxs sStill
mém:w neglecting the opinion 0f American and Euxopean
people conducted the war which resulted in his dismissal.

By now both communists and Americans had reallsed that
they could not advance without rising & full scale wazxr., S0
the front line running across cential Xorea was stebilised and

way geemsd alinost ¢ver.

Here, it needs 0 be mentioned that China interwvencd
only atter UN troops wider HacArthuy carrled the war beyond
the parallsle No serious efforits were made by Allies to ceass
the ware It was only India and a few non-aligned nations who
made genuine efforts to restore peace. But thelixr efforts were

not given serious considerations.



On 14th April 1951 Lieutenant General James A.Ven
‘Fleet tock over the cenmand%. The Second phage of war
started with two massive communist offensives ons on 22nd
April and second on 15th May which pushed again the UN,

iine southwardss

The wast now wanted to end the war and both UN and
US hoped that end in hostilities would create an atmosphere
for ceasefirees Finally on 22nd June,1951, the voice of
Amerieca called upon the Soviet Undon tc halt the Koresan war
at near 38th parallel. Jacob Malik, the Russian delegate
t0o UN responded by suggesting talks between the participants

in Koreae.

Thus, this is how events took place in the Kovean
crisis. Kovesn crisis contributed o varicus development of
India's foreign policye She had o leasn various aspects to
creassess her position pamely in the context of her ieadsre

ghip in asian politics.

Nehzu in this direction tried his best to develope
the concept of non-alignment and its relevance in international
politicse In doing so he ok his own stands because of which
he was cxitisised both at home and abroads Thig aspect ¢an ba

a saparate study for which the next chapter is devoted.
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