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President V.V.Giri, dissolved the Forth Lok Sabha 
on December 27th,1970 and ordered a mid-term poll as soon 
as possible. This was on the recommendation of Prime Minister 
Mrs.Indira Gandhi who had called on the President of an 
emergency meeting of the Cabinet convened by her in the 
evening. The opposition was not consulted and was not 
given a chance to test its strength. The cabinat met after 
the Congress Parlimentaiy Board had a session in the morning 
to consider the majority question of simulteneous elections 
being held for West Bengal, Tamilnadu and Orissa; Legislative 
Assembles together with a mid-term poll for Lok Sabha.

The President had accepted the Prime Ministers recomme­
ndations after a careful consideration. A Rastrapati Bhavan 
communique revealed that Mrs.Gandhi had first breached 
the subject to the President on Christmas Eve on her way to 
the Congress (R) working Committee, which gave her a mandate 
to go in for a mid-term poll. The Prime Minister told the 
President that the only consideration in seeking the disso­
lution was to enable the Government to implement effectively


