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CHAPTER III

CHHATRAPATI SHAHU MAHARAJA A GREAT FOLLOWER OF
SATYA SHODHAK MOVEMENT

There were 563 princely states in India before they 
were integrated with Indian Union during the British rule.
The rulers of these States loyally supported the British 
Empire. After 1857. none of the Indian Princes dared to 
rebel against the British and they kept aloof from the nation
alist struggle for freedom. In various ways the Princely 
State cam© under the protection of the British. But both the 
two eminent Princes, Chhatrapati Shri Shahu Maharaj of 
Kolhapur and Sayajirao Gaykawad of Baroda differed from others 
and thought of utilising the position to champion the right 
of untouchables and work for there emancipation. Shri Shahu 
Maharaja in particular was much touched by the condition of 
the depressed, ©n ** April 2,1884, the day on which Shri Shahu 
Maharaja assumed power, was the most auspicious day not only 
for the Princely State of Kolhapur but for the entire Maharash
tra. There emerged, for the first time in Maharashtra, after 
King Shivaji the King who was the benefactor and educator of 
his subjects. He was wise as well as active. Though he was 
the king, the mixed freely with his people** .

1. D.Keer, Lokmanya Tilak ani Rajarshi S hahu: Ek 
Mulyamapan, Shrigaganan Book Depo. Prakashan, 
Mumbai,1971, pp.64-65.
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In the history of non-Brahmin movement, after Jotiba 

Fhiile, Shri Shahu Maharaja contributed tremendously to the 

cause of the non-Brahmin movement in particular and social 

upliftment in general. He strongly believed that unless the 

people in India, men and -women were educated, the nation 

would "never be free, united and strong. He was a prince under 

the protection of the British, but his expression of loyalty 

and gratitude to the British rulers was without prejudice to 

his concept of Swaraj or Independence. He recognised education 

as the greatest boon of the British Rule in India. He dreamt 

of an educated free India and strong casteless society. “ He 

was the national figure, who laid the foundation of democracy. 

He was' the lamp of knowledge^ who kept burning the flame of 

learning. He was the sovereign who removed the blot of 

untouchability. He was peoples* leader who dreamed of peoples* 

kingdom. Propounder of the principle of co-operation, he was 

the ideal king who saw to it that the teaching of the great 

saints were practised for the welfare of the people” .

Shri Shahu came be known as, “ A Prince among social 

reformers and a social reformer among Princes, shri Shahu was 

entitled to be heard on all questions relating to the reform

2. D.Keer, Lokmanya Tilak Ani Rajarshi Shahus Ek 
Mulyamapan, Shri Gaganan Book Depo. Prakashan, 
Mumbai, 1971, p.138.
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3of the social fabric of Indian people’* . Shri Shahu Maharaja
had a set of determined aims and ideals which he cherished
till his death. His contribution to the propagation of the
non-Brahmin movement was unnoticed largely due to the fact
that he lacked the tools of 'publicity. Being averse to the
arts of self-advertisement, “ he was less known either in

4India or in England that many other princes'51 •

Like all other social reformers, Shri Shahu Maharaja 
also had faith in the effect of education. Free and compulsory 
education was the most effective remedy to cure the maladies 
from the which the Hindu society suffered for caaturies.
During 1916, he emplemented a scheme by which primary education 
was gradualy itended to the villages and was made compulsory.
The effects of his educational policy were visible by the end 
of his regime in 1922. In 1894, the Rajaram College had 79 
students on Its role out of them only 6 were non-Brahmin, in 
1922 there were 100 non-Brahmin.students out of the total 
of 265.

3. United India and Indian States-Madras dt. 23rd 
June, 1920, ISo. 24, p.362.
Latthe A.B., Memories of His Highness Shri Shahu Chit • Maha raj a of Kolhapur, Times of Lidia, Bombay, 
1924, Vol.l, Preface, p.VII.
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SHRI SHAHU AMD HIS SOCIAL THOUGHTS?

Shri,Shahu was greatly influenced by Jotiba Phule.

Some of thei i main trends of thoughts left behind by Jotiba 

Phule wares

a) w All men are the children of one God, who is 

thus their parents

b) As there is no necessity of intermediary to 

approach the mother or to please the father, 

there is no necessity of an inter mediary such 

as a preceptor to enable the devotes to offer 

his prayers to God;

c) Anyone accepting these principles was qualified

to be a member of Satya Shodhak Samaj and spread
r

education among the non-Brahmin‘* •

These thoughts of Jotiba Phule influenced Shri Shahu 

very much even though he himself was secular in his acts 

and deeds. Shri Shahu, like Jotiba Phule, had to tread a 

thtrorny path as a revolutionary social reformer. He had to 

face many problems. To treat any human being as an untouchable

Report of Satya Shodhak Samaj, Third Anniversary, 
p*155.
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is a grotesque travesty of religion, yet millions of them 
have been treated so for centuries. Those neglected people 
were now having their revenge on the community which had 
ill-treated them* Education of untouchability and uplift of 
the depressed masses by means of education had been the main 
plank of these social reformers* But the movement was originated 
by Jotiba Phule himself. Besides these influences, Shri Shahu*sq 
thoughts were also equally influenced by the then existing 
social and economic donditions* '* The activities of the services 
rendered by him in furtherance of the non-Brahmin cause and 
the tiplift of the downtrodden section of the society cannot 
be simply brought forward, but they have to be assessed in 
the light of the critical situations and the environment in

6which he fought against the social odds of the Hindu Society'* • 
Perhaps no Native Rule in the history has such a social history 
without wars* If at all there was a war, it was against the 
very root causes of the evil caste system of the Indian 
society. Shri Shahu had ideals not just as philosophy but he 
practised them and put them in the daily lives of the masses.

Rajarshi Chh. Shahu Lecture Series, P.B. ScfLurikhs, 
Shivaji University, Extension lecture Series^
Kol Wqpn v:

6
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The impact of English education gave rise to the 

development of social thought throughout India. But the social 
thought developed in Maharashtra had its uniqueness and it 
influenced the whole of Southern India. No Presidency or Native 
State remained uninfluenced by the social thought which emerged 
so strongly in Maharashtra. w The impact of English education 
resulted in two different schools of thought and the main bohe 
of contention was? one accepting the westernization and the 
other rejecting the -westernization, rejecting the Western 
education and its social thoughts. The school which accepted 
the life stern pattern brought forth the new ideals of social
reforms in Indian society and those who rejected, stood to

7revolt against the British rule'® . This conflict which affected 
for south was known as non-Brahmin movement. The leader of the 
accepted school was Jotiba Phule and after his death in 1890 
many of his followers thought that the Satya Shodhak movement 
was getting weak. But this cause was taken up by Shri Shahu 
Maharaja of Kolhapur.

During the period from 1894-1913, Shri Shahu was busy 
with his own administrative problems and social reforms. But 
the events such as the Vedokta ceremany and the hurdles laid

Rajarshi Chh.Shahu Lecture Series, P.B. Salurikhe,
Shivaji University, Extension Lecture Series,
Kolhapur.
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in his way of reforms by the leadership of Tilak and the 
extremists# involved him deeply in strengthening the non- 
Brahmin movement. The Brahmin leaders harrased Shri Shahu 
Maharaja in the Vedokta ceremany affair. Shri Shahu realised 
that the Brahmins might have harrased the common people 
tremendously since they had harrased a king to such a great 
proporation. It was Brahminical atrocities that were respon
sible for his non-Brahmin attitude. The environmental factor 
had a great influence on the mind of Shri Shahu and he decided 
to, play a dynamic role in the non-Brahmin movement.

Activities of Shri Shahu can be divided into two periods# 
vis.# 1894-1913 and 1913-1922. During 1894-1913# as^protected 

prince# he limited his activities to his own field. During 
this period of his rule there were heavy Brahminical influences. 
Maratha-Brahmin relations have been subjected to strains ever 
since the downfall of the Maratha Empire and the rivalry between 
the two castes is a historical fact. But under the British 
rule the rival Cry was further widened because of the dis
parities in economic# political a nd social field. An important 
factor in Shri Shahu*s life was that the National Movement was 
gaining ground and it had a Brahminical leadership and therefore# 
he took up the non-Brahmin cause actively supporting any Saraaj 
which counteracted the extremists. Shri shahu spread the 
non-Brahmin movement throughout India.



SHRI SHAEiU MAHARAJA AND THE NON-BRAHMIN MOVEMBNTt

The British, fe^tSIng the growth of the National Movement 
and the disloyalty of the Brahmin administrators, thought of 
relying much upon -the Native princes and of attracting the 1 
Non-Brahmins* They themselves desired to uplift the down
trodden section of the society in search of loyal administrators. 
Under these•circumstances Shri Shahu got the-opportunity -to 
manipulate the situation when it was most conductive. The 
British were equally influenced by the Satya Shodhak Saroaj 
movement and they changed their outlook towards Indian politics. 
The British attitude was extremely favourable to the non-Brahrain 
movement, because they could find that Brahmlnism was a great 
threat to their stability and continuity in India. As far as 
the society at large, it was afraid of the power being trans
ferred to the hands of Brahmins through various reform acts.
The British found " Brahmin layers were taking a leading part 
in anti-British national agitation, they calculated that they 
could secure support of the government f rom amongst the. 
non-Brahmins by making it appear that their interests lay with 
the government rather than with the Congress.



Shri Shahu Maharaja of Kolhapur made vast progress
“ superior to the British India in material prosperity#in
education# in the encouragement of industrial development and

in respect of separation of the Judiciary from the Executive 
afunction** • The influence of Shri Shahu grew to such an 

extent that Kolhapur became the ideological epicentre of the 
non-Brahmin movement* which enabled the seeds of the ideology 
to spread to the whole of South India. ** Till the end of his 
life His Highness continued founding and endowing new schools 
and most important of all hostels in order to extend the 
benefits of higher education to those who hither to had 
possessed little desire or power to see k them. The special 
value of such hostels now recognised by all educational 
authorities in India. By 1920# separate hostels had been 
started in the Maharaja*s small capital for no fewer than 
eleven different sections of the community Including the 
Indian Christians and the so-called untouchables. All his 
reform work and his mission extended itself beyond Kolhapur 
and not merely to the Marathas, in the caste sense of the 
term'*10.

9. The Modern Reviews Feb,1916# Article# self Rule in 
Indian States# p.239.

10. Lathe, A. B, # vol. j.# p. VI.
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Shri Shahu Maharaja could not remain aloof from the 
most vital and urgent social problem. ” The most vital and 
urgent social problem in Bombay, in Southern India or else
where was the uplift of the depressed classes, the untouch-

11ables who from the masses of the people in India” • It was Wis 
efforts in this direction that made him active not ohly in 
his Native State but also in the Northern and Southern India.

There can be no doubt that it was his dynamic personality 
and grim determination to eradicate the caste, system that 
made him enjoy a towering position among all the Native Princes. 
The “ Non-Brahmin Movement ” influencing many social,economic, 
political and religious activities under his dynamic leadership.

Shri Shahu, with his determination to save the masses, 
the indigenous Indian culture and tradition', contributed 
his mite by opening to them the portals of hope and comfort.
He thought that a religion must inspire one to go out among 
the depressed classes with love for humanity and a sense of 
service. Shri Shahu himself freely mixed with the labour class 
and merchants which very few princes did. It was with this 
grave concern for the depressed classes that he approached the

The Modern Review, Jan. 1916 Article, “ The Indian 
Theistic Movement”, Presidential Address by 
Hon*Nip Rathan Sircar, Jan,1916, p.57.

11
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Montford Reforms Commission and advocated for commuanal 
representation# Jotiba Phule was the pioneer in modern times 
of the movement calculated to improve the condition and to 
secure social equality to the untouchable and unapproachable 
classes.

t

Shri Shahu was always sympathetic and generous towards 
all the depressed classes and untouchables. *“ Shri Shahu 
Maharaja, declared an Ordinance on 26th July# 1902, from London 
which was published in the gazette of the Kolhapur Presidency. 
According to the Ordinance of the Government# it was declared 
that in order to incourage the people of specifically backward 
classes for acquiring higher degrees in education# the Govern
ment would allot 50 % reservation of the total vacant seats in

12the Government services to the specifically backward candidates11 •
His progressive ideas and policies of education upliftment of 
depressed classes# scholarships for non-Brahmin had a nation
wide impact. 1 The United India and India States’ (Madras) 
dated 25th July,1926, wrote on Editorial on Shri Shahu’s 
educational role as follows*

12. Dr.Keer# Lokmanya Tilak Ani Rajarshi Shahus Ek 
Mulyamapan# Shri Gaganan Boole Depo Prakashan# 
Mumbai, 1971# p.102.



f !V. The State of Kolhapur recognised the importanfce of 
education early enough and year after^ has opened more 
schools to copeup with the needs. Very recently His 
Highness Shri Shahu Maharaja of Kolhapur accorded 
sanction to the opening of 50 more primary schools in 
his State, sse wish every progressive State advanced 
the course of primary education at the same pace.1*

This educational policy laid down by Shri Shahu had 
its impact on various social reformers even after Shri Shahu. 
It was an these lines Karmaveer Bhaurao Pa til# the great 
follower of * Satya Shodhak Samaj 1 started working for educa
tional efforts in Satara which also contributed to the non~ 
Brahmln cause. w the leaders of the Satya Shodhak movement* 
such as Jotirao Phule, Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaja and Bhaurao 
Pa til* gave a prominent place to education in their programme 
of activities1"

Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil was much influenced by the 
activities of shri Shahu. Bhaurao spend more than a year in 
Kolhapur living in the palace* and attended the Raj a ram High 
School. Living in the Maharaja's palace itself for a year or

Matthew V.Anjilvel, Bhaurao Patlit An Amazing story 
of Leadership and Organization in Rural Education, 
Satara* 1957, p.191.

13
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two as a friend of one of the Kinsmen of the Maharaja..* he 
shared the educational zeal of Shri Shahu Maharaja. The 
Satya Shodhak Samaj *s propogation by Shri Shahu was also 
taken up by Bhaurao Patil in his own way,

i

In Maharashtra the work of Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil is 
well-known* In the history of Maharashtra his efforts in 
educational development has no comparision, without his 
efforts it is doubted whether political development in 
Maharashtra would have taken place. The majority community 
Bhujansamaj in Maharashtra would have not got the opportunity 
of education.

Besides his efforts to develop education he x^as also 
well known as an active Satya Shodhak Samaj worker. He owed 
much to Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaja of Kolhapur because he had 
his little education at Kolhapur. The seeds of Satya Shodhak 
Samaj movement were reaped because of Jotlba Phule, and after 
his death in 1890 Shri Shahu contributed much for educational 
development.

After the death of Jotlba Phule and Shri Shahu, it was 
Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil who carried on Satya Shodhak Samaj 
ideals? and continued the path laid by Jotlba Phule and 
Shri Shahu.



Hence In this study all effort to analyse the work 
of Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil and his contribution to political 
development in Maharashtra with special reference to his 
educational reforms is made* Before assessing Karmaveer Bhaurao 
Patil' s role, it is essential to know the background on which 
Bhaurao Patil started his wo2k of educational development. He 
could realise that education plays an important role in 
political development. Under the British rule education was 
the main plank to achieve socio-economic position. In this 
direction his educational society ( Rayat Shikshan Sanstha ) 
helped education to reach the rural masses and also enhance 
the position in socio-economic and political life.

*»QOQ—


