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MILL WORKER'S MOVEMENT IN SOLAPUR AFTER

TNDEPENDENCE

RISE OF DIFFERENT TRADE UNIONS @

Mill industry developed in India in the second
half of the 19th Century. There were large number of
workers in the mills, But as an organized movenent,
trade unions began to take shape in India in the years
immaediately following the Bnd of the world war first,
Trade unions are essentially the products of large scale
industry. They develored as a new institutions to voive

(1)

the workers,.

The labour movement in India nas passea Chrough
different stages of its development, The pattern of growth
and character of the movement in different periods was
shaped by the existing social, econocmic and political chara-

(2)

cteristics of each period,

The first mill in India was established in 1854 in So-
mbay and the first mill was established in Solapur in 1874,
The credit for organising the first trade union in our state
goes to famous Satya Shodhak leader N, M. Lokhande who

organized the Bombay mill hands in some sort of issociation
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of which he was president. The Pombay Mill Hands Association
was the first labour association in India. After 1890, a
large number of labour associations were established in

(2)

India,

The setting up of international labour organization
in 1919 also tremendously helped the organization of trade
unions in this country tremendously. (4) The All India
Trade Union congress was established in 1920, The era otf

z
left wing trade unionism started in 1924 and lasted upto
the yeer 1935, Since 1924, signs of rise of militant
tendencies and revolutionary trade unionism in the labour
movement of country became apoearent, In 1927, at the
annual session of the Trade Union Congress helc at Kanour,
it became apoearnt that Epe labour in the country was going
he wn .

in two directions; one followingrcomqést line and the other %
moderate line, 1In 1928 at the Jhéria session, the conflict
between the two groups became intense and at the Nagpur
session in 1929, a splic took place in the All India Trade
Union Congress. The moderate section under the leadership &
of Messrs, N, M. Joghi, v, Vv, Giri, Mr., Rao, R, R, Bakhale
resigned from the congress and set up a separate organization
under name of the National Trade Unions Federation for

Co-~ordinating the activities of non-communist trade unionse.

The years 1928 and 1929 were also considered as the years of

{r 2

large scale strikes in RBombay, Kanpur, Sclapur and Jamshedour.(5)

In the 1931 session neld at Calcutta another split took pnlace
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in the congress and the extreme left wing under the
leadership or Messrs S. V. Deshpande and B, T, Randive broke

away and formed the All India Red Trade Union Congress. (6)

In 1935, the Red Trade Union Corg ress merged itself
with the A.I.T.U.C. In 1938, an agreement was arrived at
whereby the N.,T,.U.F. affiliated itself to the XA,I.T.U.C, But
this unity was short lived. 1In the post independence period,
with the formation of a new political party the socialist
party, another labour corganisation Hind Mazdoor Sabha was
established in 1948, After that many trade unions were

(7}

started in this country,.

TRADE UNION MOVEMENT IN SOLAPUR :

In Solapur, the Girani Kamgar Sangh was established
in 1928, under the lcadership of Bakhale and Joshi. But within
a short period the workers rejected their leadership. Then
in 1934, theLial Bawata Grirani Kamgar Union was w=stéablished.
Later in the post independence perioqj The Rashtriya Girani
Kamgar Sangh was established in Solapur under the leadership
of the Gongress party in 1948, After the establishement of
R,G.K.U., in 1987, all leftist opposition parties came toge-
ther and formaed a new union name the Girani Kamgar Union,
Solapure (8)
Now, thegse twc trade unions, R.G.K.U. and G.,X.,U., are
mainly involved fin the mill workers movement in 3Solapur. A

brief history of these two trode unions is as below :



The Indian National Trade Unicn Congxes3 !

»
( Rashtygya Cirani Kamgar Sangh )
/

This organization was formed in 1947, with active
support and encourgement from the Com ress leaders and bless-~
ings of Mahatma Gandhi to give a constructive lead to the
working class and to bring about a peaceful and non-violent
rezolution of industrial disputes, The aim of INTUC is,
therefore, to establish an order of society which is free
from hindrances in the way of all round develoomcht ol its
individual members, which fosters in oprogressively eliminating
social, poiitical and economiz exploitation and inequality,
the proifit motive in the economic activitiggand organization
of society and the anti-social, concentration of power in

N

any forme. To achive this and ¥other objaects, the organization
urges the placing of industry under naclonal ownershin and
control in a suitable form and the securing of increasing
association of workers in the administration o7 industry and
their £ull participation., It believes in gradually bringing
about a change throuch democcratic and peaceful means and it
does nolt want to adopt radical methods for achiving its

objectives.

It is the most representative organirzation of Indian
workers. It has reoresented workers both inside and outside
India. It is being contended that the active and =slose co-

operation from the congress govt. and leadership enabled

~
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this organization to gain this status and strength,.
However, the organizatcion had developed not simply because
of state support or patronage ( as the rival trade union
organization in the country have often been complaing{ ) but
mainly because of it's inherent strength, The INTUC has

— o
favoured the organization of workers onLindustrial basis from
the very beginning and ic has been encourging the industriel
unions. Individual unions have to affiliate themselves to
these national federations, The formation of federations at
the state level has also been encouraged. The Indian workers
is the ofificial organ of the organzation. Besides this
central organ, several affilliated unions gyg also publishing
thelr separate vapers, magazines, etc, 'The organization also
maintians a ' Research and Information section mainly devoted
Lo preparing memoranda on various labour matter x for
submission to different govis. etec. In the international
spere, the INTUC has been closely associated with I L.O,

Its representatives have attended meetings of different bodies

of I.L.0., The organization is the founder membar of
International confederacion of world trade Unions (IL0TU)

which has held»ad it in a number of wayse ' (9)

In Solapur this union was formed in 1947. 7This union
naliad as Rastriya Girani Kamgar sangh. This is the reoregen-

tative union, Mr, lMhetre, Mr. Chandele, Mr, Nadargil,



Mre. Ganapatrao Bhakare, lr, Athawale, Hr, aabasahcb Killedar,
Mr. Banshidhur Rane have worked hard for the formation of
this union, Now this union is working under the leadership

of Mr. Aabasaheb Killedar, (10)

The G. K. U. ( GIRANT KaliGAR UNION ) :

In 1920, there was a great strike organized by Solapur

mill workers, This strike continued for threse months. At

-

that time the police resorted to fire killing seven workars.

This famous strike is called ' the strike of Bhimrao'and it

attracted world wide attention convinced the lllll workers that
there was a necd of establishment of powerful organization

for the struggle against the mill owners. To pursue this
object ' The Lal Bawata Cirani Kamgar Union ' was formed under
the leadership Com, Raghunath Karhadkar, Com, Mecnaxi Zanec,

Com. G. D, 8ane, Zom. Sidramppa Valmari and ‘“om, Hiralkar.(ll)

At the time of ' Samyukta Maharashtra Movement ' all

o]

pposition parties came together, in 1957, During this veriod

the leaders of opposition parties decided to form only one
trade union. ence they formed new trade union mamed ' Girani

Kamgar Union 's The union in 3Solapur nas been supported by

leftist parHes. At present this union is working under the
Y ) o ] Adam
leadership of ir. Bhinrao rone, Com.AMaster, Mre. Vvitthalrao

(12)

Sangar and other leaders. Now there are 1000 members

in Girani Kamgar Union and in Raghtriya Girani Kamgar sangh

more than 2500 workers registered their namese. (13)
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The subject of the membership of the workers is very

interesting. The workers registered theilr names in the

e

both unionse. (14% Many workers /not involved in the trade
~

unions. (1)

14

DIFFSRENT STRIKES AND STRUGGLES

I's

In a short period after the establishment of cotton
textile industriesf workers tried tc go on strike for many
demands and also to oppose their, exploitation by mill owners,
The problems of the mill workers remain the same after
independence also.. Today also the workers are struggling
for the same demands like increase in wages, and dearmess
allowance and medical facalities etc., 7o get the above demands

” Ha ,
sanctioned they use #£He means like, strike, Hartal Morcha ,and

fasting etc,
Am& Le v
There awe hundred of strikes launched by che workers
after independence., Every year invariably there is a strike
&

to demand larger bonus. Some times the strikes takes place
A

due to the local problems, They are a result of the political

ri

influences., These strikes mainly took place under the
leadership of the Girani Kamegar Union, Solapur and under the
leadership of following leaders Com. Jagannath Bhoite, Zom.
Madur, Mr, 3himrao Rone, Com. Beria, Com.‘Aadam Master, Mr.
vitthalrao Sangar, Com. Meisur, Com. Ganacharya, ome. Indapure
etc, In the subsequent pages some important strikes are
discussed in order to understand the effectiveness of trade

unionism in Solapur.
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On dated 27th August 1949, first time the ' Juni Girani ‘'

ol
( Solapur spinning and weaving co, Ltd. 3o0lapur ) was lockedﬁ
At that time many trade unions were functioning in the mill,
These trade unions launched struggle against the mill owners
and the Government but they did not succeed in getting their
as
grievances redressed #g/ lowlir, this mill was completly
m¥
lockedAin 1957-53, After that also the trade unions tried
to solve the oproblems oif this mill workers. When this mill

o~
was closed a large number of workers were rendereu job less.
At

When this mill was locked many workers lost their job. (16)

At that time on 30/8/49, workers olfersed Satyagrah
under the leadership of the PWP leader Mr, Tulashidas Jadnav
and with the help of other nolitical leaders a movement was
launch~d, They were arrested under different charges and
sentenced to short terms of imorisonment and fined Rs. 25 per
person. The secratary of the G.K.,U. Mr. Sangar was also
aressted at this time., The date 2na October 1949 was
declared as a " Worker's day ". HMany mectings were helg@ by

the trade unions. Mre. Jadhav, who led the struggle made it

r

clear in the weckly 'Lok Seva ' ( 5-9-1240) that it was very

- -

shameful on the part of the yovi., to allow the mill te be

O

closed down as the workers were the backbone of the natione.

-

But they were neglected both by millowners and the government

and instead of redressing their grisvances the govi, was

AN - 7 IARARY
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carrying out vile propaganda against the workers. At the
time of the world war the mill owners earned fat profits due
to hard work of the workers and now these mill owners are
throwing the workers <o wind, What wroqi?b o workeriﬂpave
done ? Their demand for increase in wages was the result of
growing prices in the market § But despite these axhrotions

the Juni Girani was closed down and thousands of workers were

- 17
rendered unemoloyede )

After the closure of 01d Miil in 1949 and the
failure of the workers to get it started, one more mill gf was
locked out in 1957-53, Narsing Girji Mill was locked out in
1957 and all the workers united to launch strike against this

(18)

closure.

The workers started their struggle under the leadership
of the G.K.U., and demanded that this mill should be taken
over by the Government and be started under the U.R.3. Scheme,
At that time, HMr., S. M. Joshi and Zom, Datta Deshrukh and
other leaders pleaded with the government that che mill
should be runned by the Sovermment, The Government took over

Yunnin ¥
the mill and startedzit in March 1958, at that time the mill
workers helped Goverament by giving 29 lakhs Rs. out of their
provident fund, duty leuves ete, The Sovernment added 23 la-

- e

High Court auctioned the mill and in that auction,
(19)

ths Rs. The

the Govermmenc purchased this mill for Rse. 52 lakhs,
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For the modemisal
tion t he Government snent Rs. 8 lakh in this mill and it
earned good proifit every year., Slowly the Government started
returning the worker§ money to them. Today this mill is in
good condition, It is the opinion of the G.K.,U., that it
was to its credit that it had launched a struggle Lo open
the mill when the R.G.K.,U. was oonosing the idea of Govermment
takeover, But now its leaders are claiming that they were
responsible for re-onening of the mill, ' One of the
important strikes took place in 1959, In 1958 there was
great deprssion in cotton taxtile industry. AL that time
R.3.KU. made a agreecnent wich che mill owners that dearness
allowance oi the workers may be cut, Because o0i this
agreementc there was dissatilsfaction among the mill workers.
'The 'Juni Girani' was locked out and the N.G. Mill was
saved due to the take over by the Govrnment. The workers
decided to launch struggle under the leadership df the G.X.U,
Meanwhile sensing the mood 0f workers. R.G.K.U. made an
appeal in the court against tihe cut in dearness allowance.,
But the court did not allow this appeal. Because of the
decision of the court, the Jam MIll workers went on a stnke
on 23rd August 1959, The workers of L.v., Mills were also
involved in this strike. The workers continued this strike
to six days. On the request of the opoosition leaders like

Mr. Udhavaraco Patil, the G.K.,J. decided to call of the strike.



4f, Pandit Jaweharalal Nehru,
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Then slowly the cutting in dearness allowance was discontinued,

The R.GK.U. in its ovm way tried t o discoptinue the practice

of cuttlng De.A, of workers but it did not approve of the

metiod of strikes. Mrs, Indire Gandhi the Presddent of Indian

Maticnal Congress partv, visited Solaour on 1l4th Gotober 1959,

At the time G.1l,U. leaders held a big morchae. They subinltted

a memorendun to Mrs, Indira Candini, in whicn they dé%ribed

in grect detail the sorry state of affairs of tine mill

workers in SOlapur.(Zl)
After that event on 1llth April 1960, Solapur mill workers

organises a big morcha. They marched from Patic Ground to

Coliecgtor's Office andg subpitted a menorendum to Prime Minister
2

(22)

S8

All the mill workers of 3olepur wentc on a sirilke unaer
. - a T
the loecdership of G.X.U. on 28th June 1960, They gat successed
in getting enhanced bonuse. They also subnidtted & memorendum
to mill managers regerding the inwlementation of the reccrue-
PRI £ e - e e 4 (23)
ndation of wage comnigsion appointed by the Governmente.
It may be menticned that Jund Girani woes slowly chased
out anc some wonmen workers and watchman concinued to work there
uo to 1562. The Juni Girani was phased out on 5th July 1862
and the vomen workers who were ruomoved Lrom Juni Gir.ni
started indefinite fast infrunt of Ltihe olfice 0f R.GWJK.U.
There were 12 women workers invelved in fasting. The G l.U

leaders made an asseal te the nill workers and to the citizens

to support these women woriers, 1o ewmpress prolecarian

0]

olidarity, the mill workers o Solepur want on talen strike

n 7t

O
g

uly 1962, Bven citisens anu traders also took sart

GARR. TR LIRRARY

6 . Lo THRAN,
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in the =artal., Then government decleared thac an inculiry
cormission under the leadersnip of 2, Rajaram would incuire
into the afiairs of Juni Mill, On 12th sugust 1962, G.K.U,
submitted to the committee su® a memorendum. After that a

big mecting was organised by the G.K.,U. to highlicht the
problems of Juni Mill workers., 6,0CC workers attended this
meeting. In this mecsting Kr, Bhimrao Rone, M, Ranskrig’garcm
Mre Kulkami, Mr. Jachav made specches, after moeting was
over at 5 p.me the workers burnt the ef.igy of 3eth Gokuldas

. B, . . . 24
Morarka, tho owner of ‘Cuni Girani', (24)

According to tno decision of Maharashtra Cotton Textile
Mill Workers Agssociation, Nagapur, the G.JK.U. organised one
day strike on 29th Dec,, 1965, On that day all the mills
were closed, 1In 1966 the mill workers wenc on one day strike
in orotest ©of gcut in the D.A. of the workers, In this strike
the pdlice charged lathi on protaesting workers. The President
of RG.K.U, HMr. Kanthikar went on a fast in protest agal

"
the cut. (25)

During this period many protest strikes took plaoce

'
-

in Solapur, HMre Maru Seth, the administrator of I'.r, Mills,
Solapur visited Solagur on 2lst “fay 1968. &t that time all
the workers in M. G. Mills went on strike to pres: their

demendss. ‘Yhe workers organised a morcha under the leadershio

The G.KJWU. Thelr main demands were as below:to oprose the

h

O



cut in dearness allowance, to remove the U.R.Z. Schena, O
increase wages etc. This strike was held under the leadership
of the G.K.U. The next day Mr, Maru Seth met the union
leaders «nd discussed with them the oroblems 0f the workers.

20
There was an agrecment between the two, (26)

After that there was a orotest strike in Vishnu Mill
o ..

to ?ppose the aqut in Daffers in the Ring Deptt, R.G.K.U. made
an agreement with mill owners regarding to the cut in deflers,
7o opvose the agreclhent workers went on strike for 4 days
from 8th to 1lth July 1968. Becauge of this strike the
leadeyrs of G.,K.,U. Com, Madur, Mr., Bhimrac Rone, Com, Jagjanne-
ath Bhoite,Com. Nabikhan Beria, Tikale were arrested by the

- o (27)
Government on l4th July 1968,

The G.K.U. orgcanised a strike in protest of arrest
of these leaders. 50% workers in Solapur were involved in

this strike, They marched tc tiwe collector ofiice, Aft

&

b
this event an agrecment was made between the yworkers and
governient and the strike was called ofi. The trede union
leaders met Mr., Vasantrao Naik, the Chief Minister of
Maharashtra and submitted him a memorendum on 10th Nov.,19683.
On dated 30th March 1969 the 17.G. Mill workers went on a
strike for cne day as the High Courc rejected thelr apoeal
about the U.R.3. Scheme, The wcrkers marched under the
leadership of the G.K.U. and submitted a memorendum to Chief

Minlister, Mr, vasantrao HWallk, at Parl Ground. (28)
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Koo

The clerical staff o

a

h

.G. Mill started a protest
movement and thney worked sporting klack lebles on lst June
1970 as theilr demand o:I increment was rejected the G.K.U.
gave supncort to this strike. On 1lst July 1970, tihe E.3.I1.
Doctor's went on strike ang organised a morcha., They wanted
hike in their wages. In this march the G,K.,U. leaders Bhali,

s s s . 29
Yadavrao Thite, Phimrao Rore, Bhoite were involved, (29)

Under the leadershipn of G.K,.U., the mill workers sub=-
mitted a memorecdum to the mill manager enlisting their
derancas on 17th July 1970, &fter then the union leaders
held a mectings for two days in the city and apozaled to the
workers and citizens to go on a strike., 41l the members of

G.K.Ue stood for the strike, o
e
Yadavrao Thice, Mr., Ehimrao Rone, Com. Aadam Master, Com,

ha president of G .,K.U. pir.

Beria had prevented the workcrs who were going cn Jduty on

)

the mill gates. 51l tho workers of L.V. iHills were involved
in the strike, 7The ¢ K.U. leaders held a mecting on the
gate, At that mesting, some workoers nade nolse and tried

- -

te preak the mecting. The $.K.U. leaders were of the view

that the members of the R.G,K,U. were responsiblc for

(0]

breaking the strike, The workers in the Rlesching and
Cinishing deptt. made a protest strike under t

. s : .. . 30
the H.G.K.U. on dated 19th and 20th May 1971, (30)

0
Fh

The workers We G MIll made a protest strike to

press thelr demana for increase of 4.50 Res., in their wage

ki

&"j
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on 3ra July 1971. “he G.K,U. extended support to these

workers. Later thon the workers demanc was sanctionad.

On déred 6th Septerber 1971 the Peasants and vorkers
Party organized a march at veilray (Tal, Barshi) and more than
10,000 peasants took part in this morcha, They demanded food
and work for the peasants in drought affected areas. At
that time police opended f£ire on these jpeasants, The G.K.U.
CALLED AN URGENT MEILTING AITD MADE Al APPEAL TO WHE WOIEEE
TO 3TOP PHEILR WORKC ano declared a hartal, They also appealed
to the citizens in Sclapur to participate in this struggle.

the

ot

All the citizens were involved in this Hartal. 3u
R.GWKGU, and the congress party oporosed this Hartal., The
G.K.,U. launched a struggle from 1lth Oct,, 1971, to gct

- - . - 32
8423 % Bonus for the mill workers of Solapur, (32)

@

The president of the Maharashtra Cotton Te:til
Associlation, Mr, Maden wvisited W.G. Mill on dated 21st June
1972. At that time ¢.K.U.'s leaders submitted a memo.to nim,

In that memo. following demands were made :

1. The Demand for payment of differcnce in cut of

dearness allorance,.

2e Demand for payment of 3433 % Bonus to all the workerse.
2. For the representation of the workers in th2 nill

administration.

4, The representetives must be elected by the workers.,
5. To remove the U.R,5., 3cheme.
6. The working hours of the clerical stafi should be

retfuced etc,



£+

vould look into the denands

s
®

Mre. lMadan said that

33
Of workers. (33)

On 26th June a mecting of all trade mnions and all
nolitical parties leaders was helds This mecting was held
to discuss the demands of Solapur Railway Workers, The main
demand oi railway workers wes the Sclapur Section may be
transfered from Souch Central Railway to Central éailway.

In the meeting the leaders made a anseal to citizens to

6]

observe Hartal on 3rd July 1972. The G.K,U. declared full

sunoort tc this Hartal, 7The Railway workers'

strike of
1972, is a very important and historical strike. 1he mill
wo rkers were fully involved under the leadersinip of G.K.U.
Fire Bhilinrac Roné led this strike. In this oneriod many

(34)

> v . 3 e - » S P P & VU - Z
T ekele leaders uand mombers were arrested,.

"

In the same month & great struggle began in the citye.

e

This strike 1s named ‘'Medical Zollege Strike'., First the
students o licdical college kegan the strike, subsecuently
all the citizens and the workers got involved in this strike,
This strike was launched to discontlinuc donation system in
the Solapur HMedical College and the demand of students was
that the college must be brought under the administration of
government. During this strike most or the G.K.U. leaders
were involved, Hany mectings, morchas were arranged Mr.
Bhimreo rone, Come. Beria, Jom., aadamn, Shri. Jacdhav, Mr,
Vitthalrao Sangar were arrested., Ac last the struggle was

successiul as all the demands of the students werce granted
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by the government.

The workers of confedinter Deptt, in N.G, Mills
-
went on a strike to demand increase in their wages, 7This
strike was held on 5th September 1972, Workers went on
strike under leadership of Com. Dhoite, ‘Then, the M.L.as.
and leader of R.Z.K.JU. Mr. Aabasaheb Killedar had discussions
with the workers and he promisad that he would look inte

(36)

demands of the workers and the strike was called ofi.

Cn 230tn aonril 1973, theare was a strike organised by

y

the opposition leaders and the Purogaml Sanshatana to oppose

the »nro-caniletist policies of the govermnment, The Govermmenc
arrested Mr, =himrao Rone,Zom, Beria, Com, Aadam Master,

Com, Ganacharya and ocner workers on 29tn aAouil 1973, Aand
sent them tc Yerawada Jail. On the day of strike the G.X.U.
membcrs tried to go cn strike and they orevented those woirkers
who were goin on duty on the mill gates., At the samz cime
the menmbers and leaders of R,G.K.U. tried to start the mill,
The, advisaed the workors not wo get involved in tha strike,

During this struggle members of G.K.U. were arreste llr. 3angar,

Jom, ihadur, Zom, Gadepalli, Mr. Ranga Veldya wee also arres -

- (37)

It

The 3olapur Rallway workers started their strugole

agaln from 29th August 1973, for their main demand of transfer
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of Solansur Section from South Central to Central Railweaye.
all the mill workers suvported this strike, They went on
strike and at that time most of the G.,K,U. leaders were

. 33
QArrestete. ( )

Before the strike was launched on 10th august one
of the main demands of workers l.e¢., termination of the U.R.S.
scheme of M. G, Mill, was granted by ghe Government,
Narendra Tidake, the Labour Minister of HMaharasntra, declared

N . . 2
the decision. (39)

on 25/5/75 Mr. Shankerac Bajirao Patil, the Labour
Minister of lMaharashtra, visited Solajsur. The 2.5.KU. held
a function to felicitate him, But at the same time G,K.U.

hela a big meting of yorkers and marched to the 2.0.K.U.'s

[yl

office, 'They subnitted a mamorendoumnm to the Labour Minister.
In that memo, was included worker's derwnds, linked to the

A
mills. (49)

The President of India decleared Emergency in the
country on 27th June 1975 and in the liuht o new situation
the G.K.U. called oiff thelr strike, On dated Bth July
1977 G.K.U. neld a big morcha. Thoey marched to L,v. Mills,
and they subnitted a memo to Mr. Raut, the CGeneral Manager
of L.v. Mills Ltd. In that memo some demands of workers

were included. They were as follows :

1) Ne Co Hil)l should be completly started as some of

its sections are closed.

o,



2) Return of the deposites, Hb
3) Tne temperory staff shbuld be made permenznt accordig
e . - iy - .~ (41)

to the provsions of security act. etc.

The manager discussed these problems with workers
and promised that he would try to grant demands OL WOrkXerse
on 27 august the G.K.U. held a big march to press demands of
MeG, Mill workers, Thelr demands were ac rcllows 3

1) D.A. difference may be paid.

2) 15 % Bonus may be glven to the workers.

3) Retion deposit etc.
The workers marched to die rest house and subnitted memc tine
Mief i - o At andad 1 (42)
Chhief Minister. 5,000 workers attended this marcha.

A strike was hcld by R.G.K.U. on 4th Oct,, 1977

B

against the arrest of lMrs, Endira Gandhi by the Janata
Governmentc, This strike was success ul, There was & striie
launched by the workers in 1979, A large number oI the workers
were invcolved in this strike. This strike took nlace to oress
demands of the workers, The d . munds were-increase of ise45. in
thelr wages as the RBombay Mill workers werce receive these
penefits and take the workers cii 3olapur also demanded the
hike of 45 jse in theilr wages. Many meetings were held oy the
GKoUe Triis struggle continwed for six days from 26th Sept.,
’
to lst Oct., 1979. It is«lleged that the R.3.K.U. leaders and
members tried hard to sabotage the strike, But they did not
succecdes At last the demands Qf the workers were granted by

the mill cwners, when these demands of the workers were granted

S
—
V=

by the R.G.K.U., clainmed that the workers got thuse benefits

pecaus:z of the Rashtriya Girani Kamagar Sangh's .........
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eff orts(43)

Our above discussion of meny strike that took place
in the city make it clear that there was a coimng 2tion
between the gtwo unionsas thney belonged to the congress

Lonsas b

carty and the opposition varties,

WHE RIVLRY BITWZ AN TiHs TRana UNIONS.:

- - o - o ot s

Solpaur is one the industrilized cities of Maharashtraa.

Ll

T'here are three big cotton mills and a numder of spinning
mills i this city. The labour movement in these mills have
alsoalong history. These labourers organised themselves
into two main unicns namely the Girani Kamagar Union and

a
Rashtriva Giranli Kaimkga S .ngh. Now,days tihere some ot.iere
Y I b4
3 Kc
unions arz2 also WOring. But above mentioned two unions ave

guite old,

The Rashtriay Girani Xamzgar Szngh is connected with
the congress party, The aims of this union is to golve the
provlems of the workers to in peaceful way and maintenance
s tability in industrial area, In this way they want to play

(44)

an important role in nation-building.

The Giruni Kamagar Union was establisned Dy the all
leftist and opnsosition osarties. In this union in PJW.Party
CeP.Me & C I. Socilalist,Janata etc party nmemoers were

*

involved. Mainly thig is the leftist union., This union
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believed in strugyle to get injustice righted. They
tha means such as steikes, fasts, morchas, public meetings

. . . (45
etc. to voice the problems of the workers,' )

As mentioned
above these two unions have diflerent apoiroaches at the
pronlems of the workegs.

The Rashtriaya Girani XKamegag Sangh (R.G.K.U.) is a

recognized organization, But there is a demand Dy the G.K.U.
that it is not the reoresentative unicn and the method of its
recognition is faultye. But no one took case of tinisg demand
until todaye. Because of this recognition, the mill owners and
-’

tie government always held talks with R.GK.Ue. a$ it was a
recognised union and ik the orocess of negotiations the GK
was neglected R.G.K.U. always sought to sudoort the nolicy

of government and be’maveJ in nmoderate manner as againsc this
tne G.K.JU., adonted the militant postura., Bubt normally the
workers do not have any axgx regard for both tne unions but

. s - . . ) . 46
the meabershin of workers an R.GJK.U. in nor-e then G.A.U.( )

Becaus= of their diferent approaches there is always
a tension between these two unions some tines thev were
fecund to be compeliting with each other and also going to de

- n

extent of milktant @udmical £f£ights awong themsclves, We can
understand the rivalry oetueen there two unions by the following
evidences - wiien tne striXeare launched by G.K.U. and most
of the strikes are led by G.K.U., R.G.K.JU. attendts sabotage
tiie strike or struggle of workers. R.G.K.U. used all the

means to break the strike , In this R.G.XK.U. is supoorted by

o~
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the govemment and mill ownerse It feels that of G.K.U.

succeeds its support bases wWill be eroded,

In 1957-53 there was a strike under the leadershio
Oof the G.,K.,U. to press demand that N.G. Mills must be started
under the government management, But Mr. Athawale the president
of Maharashtr: IiN.T.U.Ce Opposed this strike, The G.K.,U.
blamed R.G.K.U. menbers for sabotaging the strike, But when
this demand was met R.GJK., U, lzaders claimed that this a&ction

was ta}ien dlle "CO R.G.}:.U.

An agrzement was made by R.G.KW.U. to cut in Dafiers
in the ring deptt. of Shri. Laxmi viginu Mills. To protegt
against this agreement the workers started a struggle under
the leadership of G.K.U., At the same time R.,G.K.U. tried®

X . . 43
hard to sabotage the struggle.( 3)

In 1970 these was a strike launched by G.K.U. and
leaders like Mr. Yadvarao Thite , Mr., Bhimrao Rone, Com, aadam
Haster the leader of G,K.,U, and ot her menbers were standing
on the mill gates to s top the workers who were going on
their duty. Similarly, R.G.K.U. menbers were trying to send
the workers in the mill under the Police »rotection., They
also told the workers that strike was not the rignt way-of

. o 5 49
solving the proplem.( )

Some small strikes are also launched by tne R.G.LK.U.

But they werce nominal but the compeltion between these two
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trade unions always goes to t he extent of militant enemical
fight among themselves, Because of this some violent incide-
nces occuredes

R.GeKoUe 13 a recognised union therefore the G.il.U.

)

leaders always marched tothe R.G.K.U., office with worke rs
and submitited charter on demands. They abused the leaders
Cf ReG.K.U. as the xgximxk agents of capitalists and apolo-
cists of government . Re.G.X.U. always had discussion with
mill owner or governments and made an agreement. Sometime

these agreements are harmful to the Interests of workers.

Therefore tne workars were dissatisfied with the unione.

The meetings of G.K.U. are always held infment of the
ReG4i U, Offices, Thne ofifices of both tne unions are in
' Bhaiyya Chowk 'e. In the meeting the leaders made speechs.
These violent speeches cause considerkie violence in the
city. And some times the workers attacked the R.G.K.U, office
many time the clashes took place among the members of t haese
unions lMre. Athawale tha president of R.G.K.U, was attacked
by a person and was killed in the process in 1961, There is
no detailed information about this, But it is said that this

was a part of rivalry between the two union.

Mr. Kisanrao Basutkar member of the R.,G.l.U. was also
killed by a person on dated 21/3/1973 at midnight when he was
coming back from his job, Vviolent incidents always tooit olace

within the mill compound at at times causing death of few people.
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71
The workcers attazked the R.GK.U. ofice and threw

stones at the R.GK.U. office, MMany time,one inmportant
incidence occured in 1980, The workers were very angry over
the role of R.G.K.U. They thrown the stones on their office,
some workaers poured Kerosene on the office and the R.G.K.U.
office was set on fire., The building of R.G.K.JU. ofiice was
destroyed by fire and many imgportant files were burmed. The
mermbers 0of G.K.,U. Mr, Vitthalrao Sangar, Mr. Swami, Mr, Subhash
Gavalli Mr. Karajagi Mr, Yashin Shaikh were arrested for above

violence.(So)

Thus the rivalry betwcen these two unions reflect
the political struggle between the congress and the opposition
parties, The R.3.K.U. is a recognised union and it works in
league with the government and the mill owners, The G.K.U.
is bound to go violent because it is not in a position to
displace the R.G.K.U. “There are internal conflcts within
these unions but they are not discuss=d, Th8s some times
the rivalry assumas violent form killing some important

peonle,

C0O00C = OC000
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