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PREFACE

Almost in all the parts of india, twkere is a1 ancient
tradition of offzring vyoung bovs and girls t» deivties. 1In
Maharashtra Stazte als>, the tradition is pravalent in many
rural areas. Pacticulacly in Kolhapur District of the State.
voung boys and wirls of tender age are offared -o tha Goddess

Yallamma {(or Kennda), wnose main shrine is situate in village

"Soundatti' in <h2 neariby Belgaum District of karnalaka State.
These living sacrifices are known as 'Devdasis' and ‘hey lead
i

a wretched life

The presen: researcher spent his early childhcom in &
small wvillage of Holhapur District, where nz had witnessed a
celebration of doddess Yall:mma's vyoung naie ard female
devotees who hac vowel to dedicate their iife tw the Goddess.
The celebration s popularly known as 'Mela' 1The degenerata
goings-on at the Mela ard the lifestyle ol these dev-tees were
shocking bevond Ltelief. The memories ofF +the experience

returned time and again.
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While qualify.ny for a postgraduate deqgr
Social Work Education, the researcher decicded to study the
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evil customs pravzlent in the society so
rehabilitative maasur :s for those affected. Th:z researcher was

also convinced trat Devdasi tradition is one such evil custom.
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In about 197%, Swri.vVithal Banne, a social activist of
Gadhinglaj, a taluka towun in Kolhaﬁur District and where the
custom 1s more acute, organized the first-ever 'Devdasi
Conference'. The conference generated tors.cderable interest
among people abour the Devdasi problem. In latter years, many
such conferences were held at places like Nipaai - (in
Karanataka) and Gargo:i and Kolhapur, to consider th2 tortal
eradication of tne Devdasi system. Some voluntary social
organizations evan launched an agitation againei the Devdasi
tradition. In rasponse to all this the pubiic outery, the
Government of Mahzrashtra appointed a Stuly Group to
investigate the o»-ozlem in depth. Meanwhile, so:rial workers
found that there inleed was a Devdasi Prevention Act sanacted
as far back as 1931 nn record, preventing the offering of
youngsters to asscroesd deities. Ironically, the Police did not
¥now anvthing about (t. In fact, the Police thew:aiver were in
mortal fear of ©he JGoddess Yallamma's wratn. Indaeed, in
Bhatiwade village 'nop.2590) of Kolhapur Distric: the Police
half-heartedly insti:uted a case against the participants in a
ritual offering of & younq'giri to the Goddess hut tte case
has not been hearcd even once till today. Obvicusly, law is of
rno.use _in changing the mindset of people.

The Devdasi &Study Group appeointed by the lGovernvent of
Maharashtra suggestec paying monetary rewards to the Hevdasfs
to start a new life and accordingly, initiated the sovrk of
collecting the nane: and addresses of the Devdssis. In maﬁy

town slums and  red-light areas in  Kolhapur and Sangii
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districts, hundreds of wcmen crowded to regisrter themselves as

Devdasis. Lured ty the Covernment handout of Fs.10,000, many

otherwise decen. but poor women went through the pret:nse of a
Devdasi initiaticr ceremony and declared themselves as
Devdasis. Many ncn-Tevdavis a:so vregistered thems:lves as
Devdasis. The Government scheme backfired and instead of
eradicating the problam, it actually increasec the number of
Devdasis (many of them bogus). Opportunistic people orgaiiized
Morchas and hungsir-strikes of these alleged Devdasis. The
Devdasi Eradication Movement took an ugly turn becausc of the

greed of some people.

The ressarcher was more interested in ascertaining the
social, economis ::nd religious causes behinl the avil
tradition and to st.dv the problems in the rehsbilite-ion of
the Devdasis. Tha Devdasi Eradication Movemznt w first
initiated by twe college teachers, Shri.Vitnal Banne and
Shri.Achyut Mane. <Cver :he years, social work2rs like Baba
Adhav, Mrs.Sunita Puangalia, Mrs.Chhaya Data anl Subhast. Joshi

have given it a ph’loscophi.cal base.

Quite a few scholars have been motivated to conduct
research into the topic, while some have covared it in the
press. Dr.Anil 2Awachat, Rajan Gavas, Madhav FKordvilkar and

Dr.Madan Kulkarni, to name a few, have used the bevdasi theme
in their books. 7Trz social outcry made the Jcverniment to
appoint a Devdasi Commission to investigate Uhe oroblem and to

suggest the measures for Devdasi rehabilitation. Eve:tually,
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some Devdasi w=2lfare schemes have been formulated and

implemented.

Researchers tentative enquiries reveaied that the
many of the voluntary social organ}zations and workers
involved in the Devdasi liberation work do not know much about
the Devdasi tradition, much less about tha Devdasi welfare
schemes to be inplemented. Certain deficiencies in these
schemes have also cone to light. Against this background, the

researcher has selected this topic for deeper investiTgation.

Babasaheb 3.Ghatage
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