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• Mahllashraa Lang* ■ is an Institution ran by a teas of 

Social Iferkcrs. Mahilashrau, Langa is oto of the foremost public 

Institution that looks after orphans and nows In Distress in 

Maharashtra. As it was founded in 195* It is completing SSf 

fears of its useful existence. It is located at a snail town 

Xanga in Hatnaglrl District of Maharashtra on the Boabay- Goa 

Highway, at a distance of about 3T5 kns fron Bbsbar.

tiahilashran as an Institution has teen registered under 

the Public trust let* 1950. the Incoae Tax Departaent has 

granted it an Ineone^fax e»nption Certificate under HO. P 165/

K 69, 67mffm

Mahilashrau Xanga an Institution was established in 195f 

to two sisters, late Sat. JAHKIBAI TEKKJIK1R and Sat. SBANTABAI 

T£HlirX£lB to rehabllitste Hbasn osught op in unfortunate cironau 

stenets. lbs Mahilashrau was sat qp Prinarilj to help vonen in 

financial difficulties and living a lift of dependence to etand 

0n their own feet, to imparting then general education and 

training in nursing, teaching, tailoring etc. 3e that tfaef 

could earn their livelihood, the Institution also helps to
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rehabilitate women nho have gone aetrar eoetly because of poverty.

It gives shelter to unbqppr children orphened or boro to unmarried 

noses or neglected by parents and brings then tap go that they 

can grow «p as good oi ties ns of India. Spinsters* unsarried 

Bothers unsupported spinsters^ destitute wosen and deserted 

vosen all cobs under the hospitable roof of Mahilashras. So 

far 550 tones and children have been benefited frou the 

Mahilashras.

the following figures will dhow the unfortunate wosen 

given proper training and made to stand on their own legs by 

following various professions and trades. Urinary teachers 30* 

Mftnteeeori trained teachers SO » tailors 36 * Auxiliary nurses 

IS * Sal trained 118 * Aaras 58 * In additions to this 23 

passed the S S C Examination and 46 qualified for the P S C 

Kxasinatlon. Saploysent was found for 90 woeen ae houae 

aaide. After finding suitable bridegrooms 2T wosen were serried. 

All these wosen are now living a happy Hit*

Shrimati Jankibei alias Afcka Tendulkar and Shrimati 

Shantabai alias tai Tendulkar are two founder ae inhere of the 

Mahilashras. they also such resesbleW oach other in their 

Social wort* dress and appearanos that a good many people 

ftletook one for the other or looked upon then ee twins.
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Brought up in the test Qandhian traditions* * they took part In 

our fi#t for freedom and ware Imprisoned several tlaae .

Though widowed at an early age they reaolntely turned their backs 

on the ham coaforta of a private Site and dadioated tbalr whole 

lives to tha servioe of tha destitutes and tha miserable s«

After working for a f»w years in Kasturba* trust Akita Tendulkar 

founded this Astras 1b 195* with active support froa Appaaahih 

Patwardhan, Popularly known as Xonkan Gandhi and Shriaati 

Kcuaadtai fiega an educationist of high repute, Ikon the very 

teginning of tha Ashram* Akka was ably assisted hr her younger 

sister Tai. fha two aiatara were wonen of aterling oharaoter and 

steadfastnessf fearless* polite and friendly. Slaving for the 

inmatea of tha Ashram day and night* they lived and died for tha 

Ashran, They had great faith in the goodness of husan nature.

The Mahllashram has started several activities to help 

the wonen who approaoh it for help, following are the activities 

Mahl la shram has* so far* taken in hand,

1) Muralng and Dai Training Centos t

those women tho have passed the S S C Examination are 

eent for auxiliary nursing course to General Hospital* 

tetnaglri or Jankldevi Maternity Home* Savantwadi,

The Ashram itself runs a Dai Training Centra. Heady

*nd helpless women are given preference so that they can
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maim a living by working as 1 Sals 1 at Health Gentres 

run lay Tillage Pmnohayats and Ulla Parlahadaa* Women 

trained at this oentro art not only living an honourable 

lift bat are alao doing aooial service* 

a) tailoring Claaa I

tba Institution conducts a tailoring class for women. 

Ashramite women trainad in tailoring stitob tba elothesc 

for the inmates of the Ashram and thus save necessary 

expenditure. done of the trainad woasn have sat op small 

tailoring establishments and are earning their livelihood.

3) Backward Class Hostel for Girls $

Langa where the Ashram is sitaated has facilities for 

Primary, Secondary and Junior College Education.

But girls from the backward communities and poorer 

sections af society oould not avail thenaelves of this 

tipportuaity. the Mahilashra* has removed this long 

felt need by starting a hostel. About 190 girls have 

been so far banefitted by this departnant of the 

Ashram. The present number of hostel girls is 20*

4) Teacher*a Training $
r

A number of Boson from the Ashran who passed their 

primary School Certificate examination or SSG
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examination were sponsored for priaarr teacher* • 

training or pre-primary fceaofaer*» training at fiatnagiri 

Malvan and Kosbad. After taking a dipfema in teacher** 

training* they are working an teachers and leading 

independent lift,

5) Bel Handlra 1

The Ashram ia running two Bel Mandlr*# for the benefit 

of Children from backward classes* About 75 children 

are taking advantage of this facility*

6) Harriaflis t
r

Tbs Institute has been taking a keen interest in 

arranging sarriages of young women from the Ashram 

with a view to settling them In life* So far 6Q 

marriages have been solemnised. Every couple is living 

a h%py married life*

REMAMD.H QMS %

Delinquent^ girls and orphans were sent to Kahllashram 

from 1965 when a Demand Boms for such Children was started at 

fiatnagiri District in that year. Row that a full fledged 

Bemand home for girls is sanctioned to the Ashram*

muz,.mmumm *
A Plot of 5 acres of land has been donated to the Ashram 

under Bhoodan end it is being cultivated hr the inmates. About
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IS maunds of rloe^ regetablet and fruits worth approximately 4Rs,

2000 /- are grown an this plot, A small dairy ie attached to the 

Ashram. ill the manual work Connected with the agricultural fare 

and the dairy ie put in by the residents of the Ashram, There 

are two wells which have been fitted with 3 HP electric motors 

Khadi and villags Industries* Commission has given assistance 

for the construction of a Gbbar Gas Plant which has proved to be 

of oonsiderable benefit to the Institution!. With the help of 

Tagai loan it has recently planted a number of Alphaneo Mango 

trees,

MUAGSMlif <

then both Akka Tendulkar and Tal Tbadulkar were seriously ill 

and confined to bed the management was fortunate enough to secure 

the services of Shrimatl Ushatai Oeodhar who is a double graduate 

and an experienced Social worker. She held the office of the 

Superintendent for two years and should-sre4t the responsibilities 

most Creditably, But she got married In lebruary 1983 and 

settled at far off plaoe. Sat, Maniktai Shlnde , M.S.W. was 

appointed in September 1983 as a Superintendent and since then 

looks after the day to day work of the Ashram, the overall affairs 

of the Institution are supervised by a Managing Comnlttee of 

11 eminent social workers from Hatnagiri District, presided over 

hr Shrloati Knandtal Begs, herself a social worker. She has bean
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eHoasly associated with tea work of tea Ashram since Its inspeotidn. 

it present, Son* Ieetai ?. Dixit is tee Secretary, There are 

also local advisory committees consisting of Social workers sate 

as Shlvajirao Sawant, Sana Tangare, Appa Dixit, lake Dor3a and 

Dr, Patel, Y.B. Yishawasreo ate teo are always ready to help tea 

Ashram wfae never required*

SCCKCKIC CCMDTTIOS s

State Social Welfare Board has grants for girls of 

Barnard Bow and Goamited Section, The grant is 1Q0/«* Ha. for 

eate instate for every month for nutrition. State Social welfare 

Board also bears 75 % of expenditure per head for clothing, 

bedding, stationary medicine etc of Demand how and Committed 

section, and rest 25 % is contributed by Kahilashraa,

Central Social Welfare Board has granted for Kahilashram 

section only 5000/- &• per annum.This is not sufficient to run it*

Bills JWishad Social Welfare has grants for B*C*Hostel.

The grant is Bs» i00/« per bead for wels for every monte*

Terre Dee Hommea, a Charitable Institution from West 

Germany has been kind enough to give grant for ^ nutrition of 

tee Ashram Children in every section.

Ait those grants are not sufficient to run this Institution 

So, tee committee members have to collect tee donations from 

different organisations*
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SSCII08.II

Social Besearch has been defined hr F.V. loan* In the following
words - * SOCIAL Besearch is a Systematic Metfcodof Discovering new
facts* of verifying old facts* their sequences, inter relationships,1
Causal Explanations and the Natural Laws t&ich govern them *.

Social Besearch studies behaviour of human beings as members 
of society * and their feeling responses, attitudes under 
different circumstances* Social research is carried on btth for 
discovering new facts and verification, of the oM facts* Social 
research tries to establish causal connection between various 
human activities. It is really very interesting to note whether 
various coup lex human activities are being performed only at 
random without any sequence of there Is law or system behind them.

Xtt this way there are many alas of social research, the 
researcher has taken tills research for the purpose of studying the 
Socioeconomic conditions of inmates in Mahilashram Lange and 
discovering the new facts pertaining to their working liires*

1. Icung t Scientific Social
Surveys end ^search.
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SSIECTICB OF THE TOPIC

■ A SOCIAL PRCBIEM is a condition that has been ddfined by signift-

cant grotps within a population as a deviation from* or breakdown

of* sow social standard these groups believe oast be upheld if bin

Hft» or the order of activities and events that maintains and gives
1

meaning to life is to Continue *

What is a Social Problem *

A Social problem is any socja 1 condition that is thought 

either by a large proportion of a society or by powerful segments 

of it to be underslrable and in need of attention. When the 

Social problem exists* it mast have some objective reality. Before 

there can be a problem of poverty or unemployment there must be 

poverty* poor people and umsaployment society oontalna many groups 

who consider a particular social condition to be a social problem, 

jn most Socle ties there ere conflicts in values* beliefs sad 

attitudes in the general population as well as among intereat 

groups. Dae existence of such conflicts affbots the probability 

that an objectively underslrable social condition will become 

defined as a social problem and will be given the time*effort,and 

money needed for it# change*

Why Study Social Problems t

There are several reasons for studying social problems.First, 

It is important to become more familiar with the role of social 

science in understanding social problems.Second *a knowledge of
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social problem* promotes under standing of how undesirable social 

conditions affect. The dal hr lives of individuals,Third, it should be 

understood that although many social problems are the results of 

deviance, othereoclalprobleea-^re-ths result e-of de via nod, other 

social problems stee from conformity to social expectations.

Mature of Social problems in Sadia t

The nature of social problems in India is not very different 

from that in other civilised countries of the world, though there 

are certain problems particular to this country because of 

differences in culture, social set up and certain other historical 

and political reasons. But the problems of scheduled caste and 

scheduled tribes are peculiar to India because of the prevailing 

caste ay stem. The study of social problems to Improve the society 

need hardly be eqibasised, The needy, the neglected,the handicapped, 

the maladjusted and the unadjusted are to be helped are protected 

hr he society. After care services are needed for those woaem who 

come from correctional Institutions*

tjnder these schemes State homes are being set up to provide 

temporary shei4»r, organise production unite and give guidance 

and help to women who come out of the Institutions,correctional 

or non-eorrectional. j
The child welfare is also Important for the child 

himself ,for the family and for the society*



21

So, from tels point of view* it was necessary to study the 

socio-economic conditions of inmates in Mahils shram. Ihe investigator 

has chosen Mahilashram at langa* Dist-Batnagiri to study this 

problem*

Hahilashram langa Is a coop lax of correctional institutions* 

There is a girlvs Bemand Borne* fit person institution and Backward 

class Hostel for girls*

1) Bemand Hoses s

ifcen 1he juvenile offenders are brought before the 

Magistrate, pending finalisation of the decision*such children 

are sen* to Be sand Bones. Such action provides safety to the 

juvenile offenders. The authorities observe the behaviour of the 

offender^ collect infommation regarding his family histhry*situat­

ional background for the committing of crime* offender** character 

and the like. Sven after the confirmation of his offence,till 

a welfare measure is found out*he is ordered to stay in the 

Bemand Home .Such Bemand Homes are run both by the Government as 

well as private Institutions *on public support*

Belinquents* girl* and orphans were sent to Hahiladbram 

from 1965 then a Bemand Home for such children was star ted at 

Batnagiri in that year. A full fledged Bemand Bone for girls
i

is sanctioned as on 9-2-2.982 and there is adequate grants from
j

from the State Govtirnoent. The Hahilashram is making every i

Effort to reform these chlldrem with care and love. The staff and 

social workers attached tothe Hahilashram bring them up as if they 

were their own children*_________________________________ _
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2) lit Person Institution *

Ihe aims and objectives of such * fit-persons * Institutions 

are reception and protection of children or prevention of 

cruelty to children and to bring up children according to their 

religion of birth. The Government makes use of such private 

Institutions for recaption and training to children according to 

Children's Act*

Suoh Institutions are run by several private self less 

bodies In the field of ^Social service. They are ,of course* 

financially aided by the Government. Such Institutions are rendering 

very valuable service especially for the Children that are 

suffering from T.B* leprosy and the like and those that are physica­

lly and mentally handicapped.

In view of the satisfactory administration, useful activi­

ties and high level of discipline. Government of Maharashtra has 

recognised ttsyforTfigmut Mahllaahraa as a ' lit person Institution*. 

Hence the delinquent children from various parts of Maharashtra 

are given under the supervision of the Mahllaahraa* Maharashtra 

State, Poona is pleased to recognise the Mahi la shram Xenga, pist- 
JBntnagiri as * lit person Institution » as on Marah, 1965* i

3) Backward Class Hostel for Girls « !

Backward class Hostel was started as on 15.8-1976 in la- 1 

shraa.Girls f**<» the backward communities and poorer sections of j 
society could not avail themselves of education opportunity.!!** j 

Mahi la shram has reached this long felt need by starting a Hostel.
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•
B) T I T I E t

» A STUDY OF SOCIO - KCCSOMIC CONDITIONS OF INMATES IN

KAHIIASHKAM LANJA , ( DISTRICT • BAZNACIRI )

c> Mas and Objectives of the Study j

1 Tb find out the financial conditions of the re^ondents.

2 To find out the economical background of the

respondents*

3 To find out the situation because of which respondents

are compelled to take shelter in this Institution*

4 To find out the facilities liilah are given to

the respondents*

5 To find out the problem regarding rehabilitation

of respondents*

6 Tb find out what type of married life of married

respondents lead,

7 Tb find out t&at type of child respondent adopted*

») THE METHOD OF STUDY * !

For the purpose of the study, the investigator has taken j

115 oases, to using randon sanple method*
!
i
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For this study* the respondents are drawn from each section 

of Mahllashraa Inatitfcution.

The members of the universe is total number ,in fieoand &>m» 

Section are 50 and the investigator has selected 20 girls for oase 

study, Ifesaining 30 girls are not able to give answer, they are 

small.

members of the universe is total number in Committed 

section are SO and the investigator has selected 25 girls for 

oase study. It is clear that 50 percent girls have been selected 

for case study*

The members in the universe i.e. total number of Backward 

olass hostel of girls ift 20 and the investigator has selected 

1q girls for case study, It is clear that 50 percent girls have 

been selected in case study*

The members of the universe i.e. total number of Mahilashram 

section are 25 and the investigator has selected 15 women for 

case study*

The members of the universe i.e. total number of rehabili­

tated women is 736 and the investigator has selected 15 hahi la sh­

ram ex-inmates. Mahi la shram langa Institution arranged about 

60 marriages.
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So, investigator has selected 15 women, thus married, The 
members of the universe i.e. total number of the respondents t&o 
adopted a child from Mahilashram is 20 and ttie investigator has 

selected IS respondents for study.

The target of the investigator was to study Socio-Economic 

study of the inmates in Mahilashtra, Ianga.
To get the necessary information, she applied following 

methods s
1. Documents of the Institution were read and 

relevant portion was taken down.
2* An interview schedule was administered to 50 % 

present Inmates and soms of the e%»inm&tes*
The analysis of the interviews constitutes the 
main body this research report*

K) DlfFICOrriES IN THE STODI I

following were the difficulties of the Investigator 
in getting the Interviews of the respondents*

1. Xt was difficult to get the accurate total 
monthly lncdme.

2. Jhe ex-inmates were not readily available for 
discussion etc*
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T) ANALYSIS ANg IKTERPISr AT I ON >

Xha Investigator coopleted the data collection work 

between 1st April 1985 to 30th April 1985 and after that the 

data collection material was shown to guide for ftirtte r 

instructions, then the investigator prepared master sheet* 

Atteopts have been made to make the data clear tv putting down 

the facts and figures with the help of Statistical tables and 

fagr interpreting them*

G) fiEPOET WHITTING *

Report writting is an inportant and fundamental stage of 

re search work. the present report is arranged in Chapter 

Scheme ss cdted below t

1) C B A PT E &. OKI

1 History of the Institution*

2 Bssearch Methodologr.

2) 9 Bj.MJJbuIJLP
Theoretical Introduction and Analysis of data

1 fiemand Home and Goacitted Section

( Particulars df all sides )

2 Backward Glass Hostel

( Particulars of all sides }

3 Mahilashram section, The married women

section and the Ex-inmates of Mahllashrm 
section.....................................................................................................
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(Particulars of all sides }

4 The children Adopted from Mahilashraa 

Section

(Particulars of all sides )

3) CHAPTER- THRSS

1 Conclusions, Observations and

Suggestions*

4) S I, A,f.X,fi.3-XPJ, ft * Appendices ^

1. location of Langa in Batnagiri

District.

3 location of Hahilashtra* in

Xanga.

3 Interview Schedule

9) BIB LI OS BA PEI


