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CHAP TER-YV,

SUMMARY aND CONCLUSIONS,

In the preceding Chanter we nresented the statistical tables
and their analysis regarding slum dwellers attitudes and knowledge
and awareness of farily vnlanning, 1In the nresent Chanter I am
giving a summary of the whole research nroject undertaken by me
and significant observation and analysis,

FAMILY PLANNING STTUATION :-

The proklem of population is the nrohlem of the nresent world,
It is an urgent crisis today. The increase of human numbers has
initiated a new and critical phase in the human history, It has
become a most imnortant problem today and with nassage of time it
is taking so adverse a course that its dangerous dimensicns are
over whelming the past few years been aciknowledged as the nroblem
of world today,

The VWorld Situations-

Within the past two decades, vast changes have occured in many
aspects of life nractically in every conntry of the world, and due
to the rapid rate of nopulation pgrowth it influences every sector
of economic and social development, Population noliey is ranidly
becoming an accented part of the develoonment programme, The subject
of povulation studies is being viewed scientifically right from the
18th Century, In 1798 A, M, Robert ilalthus's distinsuished work,
"Essay on The Princinle of Population", shed light on the dictum
that man's ability to produce food was much slower than his canacity
to increase the vnopulation, 'erbert Snencar, Gini, Henri Georcge,
Karl ilarx, Dumont, etc,, have tried to illustrate various factors

which are held responsible for determining the population,
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The Population Council of U, N. 0, has estimated that the rate
of increase of World Population is 2 per cent per annum, The
Organization of the American Demographers has revealed{N.T, 1980 : 1,

Shaikh, 19%4 : 4) on the basis of empirical studies that the population
of the world increases by 272 persons per minute, 2,50,000 persons per

day and 90 million persons per annum, According to the 'United Nations
Population and Vital Statistics (1981) report the World population
during 1980 escalated to thetpeak of 4,515 billions, Hans Raj (1978:
205), According to these estimates as brought out in its 'Demographic
Trends in the World and its Major Regions 1950-70' by 2000 the World
population will go up by 6,494 million out of which 1,454 millions will
be living in developing and 5,040 millions in non-developing region,
The less developed regions are found in the continents of AQEia, Africa
and Latin America and the countiries of Europe, U, S, S, R., North
America and Japan are the countries of developed region., In fact, by
this time, the rate of population growth has been stabilized by various
developed countries of the world, but the situation is quite alarming
in the underdeveloped and developing countf%es. Though these countties
are trying to solve this problem by their social and economic planning
but they could not solve it yet fully, Because of their galloping
population growth rate of population eats away all the benefits

brought about by the achievements of economic and other policies, In
fact, population is the main cause of disequilibrium in the human
Society,

The Indian Situation :-

India is the second mast populas country in the world after
miainland ChinaeIndia's popubtion which at the time of 1961 Census was

439 million increased to around 550 millions in 1971, The population
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" of India provisional census (1981) is estimated at 68,4 crores,
sharding 15,53 per cent of the total World population, but occupies
only 2.5 per cent of the lard area, India's annual population
growth rate of 2,5 per cent, thirteen millions peonle of the size of
Bustr@alia or Netherlands are added every year to India's population,

The Maharashtra and Kolhapur District Situation ¢

With the tremendous growth in numbers, the density of Indian
population and also of Maharashtra population amd als af Maharasttra
population is naturally increagging. In 1901 Maharashtra's density
of population was 77 persons pe¥ sauare kiloﬁetre, while in 1981 it
was 221 per squarg kgzre,

The population of Kolhapur District increased from 15,96 lakh in
1961 to 20,48 lakhs in 1971 giving a decadal growth of 28,28 per cent,
In 1981 it hadl been 22,438 percent, The corresponding growth percentage
of the State is 27,45, Among the total population the decadal growth
rate in the rural areas of the district is 24,76 as against 22,22 in
the State, The year 1921 is known as a big divide because prior to
this region's population decreased by 9,17 per cent in the decade 1901~
1911. But since (1921) there has been a distinet change in the trend
of ponulation growth, Populafion has constituted to grow at increasing
rate, The main cause of rapid growth of population is the decline in
death rate, It is thus, clear that the region's population is growing
at a rapid rate,

The Kolhanur City Situation :

The population of XKolhapur City increased from 1,42,6566 in 1951
to 1,93,186 in 1961 and 2,67,613 in 1971 to 3,40,625 in 1981, The above
figures indicates that, the average rate of increase of population per

year in Kolhanur is 6,599, On the basis of this figure we can estimate

the population in 1984 as 3,60,422,



Family Planning Policy in India :-

Since, the official adoption of family planning policy in 1951
in India, fhe Government has paid more and more attention and invest-
ed money for its implimentatioé. Family Planning operations and
condoms have been the main techniques of population control, The State
Government District Health Gffice and its staff, the Chhatrapati Pramila
Raje Hospital (C,P.R,H.), Kolhapur and the Midwives and other staff of
the Kolhapur Municipal Cornoration, etc, have tried to impliment the
Governments family planning programmes in the slum areas, But 1in
actual practice very rarely the Health Staff of midwives and Health
and Family Planpring Educaters visit the slum areas whieh I studied,

Objectives and Methedology of Research :-

My research objectives were to understana the knowledge and
awareness level of the slum dwellers and their attitudes regarding
this massive family planning vrogramme, For this purpose I selected
100 respondents and with the help of a Schedule collected required data,
I also made use of records, documents and published material s or various
family planning studies and situation in India, I carried data ccllect-
-ion for a total period of one and half month, I present here some
of the important observationsand conclusions regarding the slum life
and their responses towards the planned family planning programme,

Declared and Undeclared Slums :-

In Kolhapur City there are 58 slums locally té@mmed as,'Zopadpatti®
out of which 31 (55%) are officially declared as slums by the Kolhapur

Municipal Corporation and the remairing 27 (45%) are yet to be declared,
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Population and House Type :

The total population offthe 58 declared andu undeclared dums is
31,190, out of which there are 15,917 males and 12,802 females, This
is not a correct figure, because children have not been enumerated in
their census, According to my estimate the total population of the
slums should be 64,000, A frdsh Survey by the Municipal Corporation
may be undertaken to estimate the correct pnopulation anA their problems,

Labour and the Famine eawe as the main Pressing Reasons for Emersgence
of Slums in Kolhapur -

87% respondents migrated from Maharashtra and Karnataka State,
Kolhapur Cityfﬁocated on the border of Maharashtra and Karnataka State,
further Kolhapur is an industrially as well as agriculturally developed
region which attracts the nea(:by drought strucken people from Jath,
Miraj, Kavathe-lahankal (Sangli District), Sholanur, Osmanabad, Dhule,
Jalgaon, Baramati and also from certain areas of Hubli, Athani,Chhikodi,
Vijapur, Hukkeri, Shankeshwar (Karnataka), Thus due to the above
mentioned reasons Kolhapur ke being comparatively develoned, agro-
industrieﬂynddy attracts number of people from the above mentioned
districts who are found to be engaged in various forms of labour as well
as hawkers, carpenters, scrap-workers, ete, Thus there is ouﬁ:}ide

contact and a number of slum areas have come up in the city,

Hindus and the Lower Castes Culture in the §lums -

In terms of religion 88% of the slum respondents Aare "Mindus and in
terms of castes 55% of the respondents belong to Lower Castes like Mahar,
Mang, Chambhar, Dawari, Koravi, Madari, Kanjarbhat, Wadar, ete, Thus,
the slum reflects a Lower Caste Hindu Cul ture, similar to the rural
areas of Maharashtra and Karnataka, But unlike the villare settlement
patern there is a mixed pattern of houses of Lower, iiiddle and Higher

Castes in the Slum of Kolhapur, Thus the traditional restrictions of
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castesxta statys on interactions and internersFonal communication is

loosened andisless rigid in the slums, Due to the housing problem we
find a number of Higher Caste families also staging in the slum area,
Henee we may also find rich families.

Illiteracy and Low Education is a Characteristic of the Slum
Dwellers in Kolhapur City :-

The percentage of illiteracy is comparatively more among the Lower
Caste (72.5%) thap among the Middle Caste (35.7%) or the Higher Caste
(22.6% }. 1In general, we can say that irresnective of caste, primary
education is the most common form of formal education that the slum
people get, The reasons for this are the poor economic hackeround and
parents attitudes and importance to earning their bread,

Labour and Petty-Sellers the main Occupationsof the Slum :-

Majority of slum dwellers (74%) are small businessmen like hawkers,
petty-sellers, carnenter, etc,, and wage-earners, or labourers, These
poor economic occupations and conditions have a direct and indirect
influence over the slum dwellers and attitudes towards the family
planning, They think that more children is an asset to the family and
its income, Further the noverty gives rise to a distinctive culture
of hhe poor peonle, Oscar Lewis an Anthropologist who made a study of

says that
the slums in Mexico and other countriest’ Lrrespective of the country
soubg' . .
or ofi poverty has its own culture which influences the attitudes,

knowledge and thinking of the neonle,

Poor Economic Background of the Majority Peonle in the Slum : -

Majority (65%) of the slum dwellers silary income per month is

between Rs, 180 - 500 and therefore they live in poor conditions,
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Majority of the slum dwellers had been working as a servent in a
cloth stores, Retail and Petty-sellers, Raw-material collectors and
sellers, Wage-earners, Co®lies, Carpenters, Aunto-Arivers ctec.

YNOVLEDGE AND ACTITUDE TOVWARDS FAMILY PLANNING :-

1) Family Planning is a national and mass-media programme in
India, It is 3n extensive nrogramme in India, where social,
economic, ethnic and cultur2l Aifferences are wide spread, In slum
area's 100% respondents irrespective of Caste, Edﬁcation, Relinsion
ete, , are aware of the Governrment's Programme of Family Planning;gh}ck
{rclud @S the most known things the Vascetomy (Male Operation),
Iubectomy (Female Operation) and Condoms,

2) Comparatively, the Windus who are in majority are more
irclined and favourable for the family Planning pnractice, 8o we
need to give more attention to population education of the different
religious minorit%fs, communities in India,

Ideal Number df Children : -

Te may say that the respondents of the present study hold a
certain opinion about the ideal number of children in accordancé
with the rormal trend of average population dn this regard., There
is an association hetween more numbher of desirable children and
lower level of caste groups, substantiated more‘by Lower Caste and
poor groups, 'ﬂgere as Higher and Middle Caste groups shouﬂﬂLmore
preference in favour of less number of desirabke children, We
observe and ¢onfirm that the Muslims onreferred to have more number

of Children than the Hindus.

It is sigonificant to note that there is almost one to one

relationship between the percentage of responrndents prefering 3-4



(65%) ideal children and the number of respondents (58%) who got
operated after having 3-4 children. The peonles attitude formupe~

~-tion, value formation and exposure to educative and informative
experiences regarding ideal family size, structure and functions
are very important which influence their future course of action,
for example, their decision to zet operatfndJ It is meant that
there is a close relationshin between values and attitudes a n 4
peoples decisions and actions, TIhis irdicates that the\Govarnment
must rive equal importance to population education audgg%anging
the social, cultural atmosphere of the slum and rural areas

tavourably,

Reasons for Non-Adoption : -

e Lower Caste group slum peonle mostly are encaged in
Labour and ManAual “ork. Irrespective of literapy these families
prefer to have their wives opcrated, While taking into account
the reasons of non-adontingzéhe familgps planning operation of
male respondentg, we sec Wwad they fear that they may not be able
to do their routine hard-work after the operation,

Cut of the female respondents those who dAid not get operated
the most important reason they gave, 'Ilyiness' and 'Fear of
Operation', The male respondents who disapproved birth control
(39%) gave, 'Teakness', 'Fear of Operation', 'Lack of Son' a n d
'Lack of Girl' o r 'additional Chilren' as reasons,

Extended Family & Joint Family Types Preferred by Majority : -

Majority of the stum dwellers (65%) prefer Extended and Joint
families and actually live in thesé type of families, because they
n
feel it is convﬁent for earning jointly their family income & also

to take care of the younger children at home,
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Majority of the Slum "wellers for the Family Planning Programme:-

Majority of the resnondents (79%) were for the family
nlanning programme in India, which is likely 1o bring health and
happiness to them,

Effect of Impressions about the Operation :-

Out of 61% family planning Operation respondents, a large
majority of them being women'(siﬂ) had no problems and had good
impressions about the family planningz, Only marginal 107 had
problems of Illness, and had bad impressions about family plannipg.
rhis indicates that the technical staff mostly Noctors, Nurses
and Other Health Staff should take more care of the patients
during and afier operations, New and simple uncomplicated
operation techniques should be followed,

Knowledge about Test-fube-Baby :-

aré
Majority of the resnondents (76$)Lstill ignorant about

in

developmentsichild-birth. But it seems that only 24% respondents
know this new way of child-birth, particularly those who are in
contact with the scientific developments, They got the information

through News-papers, Radio, lelevision, etc,

Need of Population Education :~

Family Planning is a National and mass-media programrme in
India, 1India is the second largest country in the World in termsa#
population &f, It is an cxtensive programme in India where social,
economic, ethnic and cultural differences are wide spread, DNay-by-
day, the media for large-scale publicity and prbnaganda are Ix
increasingly evidenced in consonance with the extensive nature of
family planrning programme in India, Mass-media, such as, the Radio,

ielevision, Mewspaper, Documentaties, lagazines,
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Exhihitions and Commercialized family planning campaiocns have
been playing a significant role in creating awareness of farily
nlanning among people., Promotional techniques, such as, incentive
to the accep$ors, family planning education and health education
indicating the health hazards in large families heln to some

ot

extent in motiﬂﬁng neonle,



