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CHAPTER I

INTER-CASTE MARRIAGES IN KOLHAPUR CITY 

A SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY

Profile of Kolhapur city:

“Kolhapur is the sixth largest city of Maharashtra situated in the 

southwest part of the state of Maharashtra, in India. Kolhapur serves as 

the headquarters of the Kolhapur district. It is situated on the banks of 

river Panchganga and is the location of the temple of Mahalaxmi, a Hindu 

goddess.

Before independence it was ruled by Bhosale Chhatrapati of 

Maratha Empire. Kolhapur assumes a place in the country having lowest 

per capita income in the country and is one of the fastest growing cities in 

Maharashtra. Kolhapur is known as ‘Dakshin Kashi’ ‘historical capital of 

Maharashtra’ ‘state door of konkan’, ‘city of wrestlers’ and ‘city of arts’. 

It is also known as ‘city of palaces and temple.’” v

Ancient history of Kolhapur city:

As per the Hindu mythology, Kolhapur was once settled by 

kolhasura who was, a demon. The demon tortured the local residents and 

later on was killed by goddess Mahalakshmi to free the localities. 

However, to respect the demon’s dying wish; the city was named after 

him. Kolhapur was then confronted by the battle between the western 

chalukyas and the chola king’s Rajadhiraj chola and his younger brother 

Rajendra chola II. Following the battle of koppam in 1052, Rajendra 

chola II marched on to Kolhapur and erected a ‘jayastambha’ or victory 

pillar in the city.
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Kolhapur historically had a major influence and connections with 

the prevalent kingdoms of Greece/Rome.

Geography:

“It has an elevation of 569 meters (1867ft) which is higher than that 

of Pune. By road; Kolhapur is 228km of Pune, 615km north-west of 

Bangalore and 530km west of Hyderabad. The nearest cities and towns 

within Maharashtra are Iehalkaranji (20km) Kagal (17km) Sangli (45km) 

Satara (115km) and Miraj (50km).” v

Climate:
Kolhapur’s climate is a blend of cooler, coastal and inland climate of 

Maharashtra..Summer in Kolhapur are cooler as compared to Pune and 

Mumbai. The temperatures in summer ranges between 33°C to 35°C but 

much more humid, compared to neighboring inland cities. Maximum 

temperatures rarely exceed 38°C. Lows during this season are around 

24°C to 26°C. Temperatures normally range between 10°C to 35°C The 

rains are heavier in this city as its proximity to the Western Ghats. Heavy 

rainfall in months between June to September. Temperatures are low in 

the rainy season and range between 19°C to 30°C. In 2005 & 2006 there 

was excessive rainfall in Kolhapur resulting in floods.

Kolhapur experiences winter from November to February. Lows range 

from 9°C to 16°C while highs are in the range of 26°C to 32°C due to its 

high elevation and being adjacent to the Western Ghats. Humidity is low 

in this season making weather much more pleasant.
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Economy:
Major industries

;‘Kolhapur has around 300 foundry units which are responsible 

for around Rs. 15 billion experts per year. The “Foundry cluster’ project 

is further aiming to extend the exports up to Rs. 55 billion. The textile 

SEZ is in Kagal. The city attracts approximately three million tourists 

every year. Maharashtra Film Company was established in Kolhapur on 

1929 by Baburao Painter and the city has become the primary center for 

Marathi Film Industry. Kolhapur plays host too many film festivals, 

including the Kolhapur International Film festival and provides locations 

for shooting. In 2012, the chief minister of Maharashtra announced a new 

film city at Kolhapur.” v

Civic Administration:
Kolhapur is governed by Kolhapur Municipal Corporation. It is 

Kolhapur Municipal Corporation who is first and one and only Municipal 

Corporation in India which does not take any of the charge for cremation 

procedures to be done after the sad demise of its citizens.

Hospitals:
Kolhapur has a number of private hospitals and government 

hospitals too. These government hospitals like CPR (Chattrapati Pramila 

Raje Hospital) treat the patients below the poverty line free of charge.

Transportation:
Transportation facilities in Kolhapur are rickshaw, tempo, truck 

and government buses like KMT which makes the commuting of the 

residents within the city easier. Asiad buses and luxury buses for town
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journeys. Railway facility is also available from Kolhapur city to out of 

town or out of state commuting of the residence. Kolhapur city also has 

an airport which takes flights only on routes of Kolhapur to Mumbai and 

Mumbai to Kolhapur.

Demographics:

“As per the 2011 India census Kolhapur city had a population of 

549,293. In this population males constitute 287,376 and females 

constitute 274,465 resulting into sex ratio of 955. Kolhapur has average 

literacy rate of 92.17% which is higher than national average of 59.5% 

male literacy is 96.35% and female literacy is 87.84%. It has a population 

density of 8400 per km which is higher than state as well as district 

density/’v

Culture:
A majority of residents in Kolhapur follow Hinduism .Hence,

o
Diwali, Ganesh Chaturathi, Vijaya Dashami, and Navaratri are main 

festivals celebrated along with Holi known as festival of colours.

Jaggery:
Kolhapur is one of the major manufacturers of jaggery in the 

Whole India because of large scale production of jaggery.

Kolhapuri chappal:
Kolhapur is famous for Kolhapuri chappal. Kolhapuri Chappals 

are made from hand-crafted buffalo leather slippers which are locally 

tanned using vegetable dyes. The foot-wear is made out of special chrome 

tanned leather, its straps made with minutely woven leather threads;
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decorate with tassels made out of leather. They are mainly made in 

Kolhapur District.

Media and communication:
The local newspaper in Kolhapur is Pudhari with other Marathi 

language Newspapers such as Sakai, Maharashtra times (Kolhapur 

edition) Loksatta, Lokmat, Kesari, Saamna, Tarun Bharat, and 

Punyanagri. Major English Dailies in the city are The Times of India 

(Kolhapur edition) The Indian Express, Business Standard and The 

Economic Times. The Hindi daily in the city is Lokmat Times. Gujarat 

Samachar one of the Gujarati daily newspaper is also available. 

Kolhapur’s FM radio services include Tomato FM (94.3 MHz), Radio 

Mirchi (98.3MHz) and All India Radio FM (102.7 MHz).

Education:
Kolhapur has a number of schools ranging from municipality 

schools to convent schools, central board schools, engineering, medical 

colleges, international schools as well as a Pre-IAS training centre. 

Kolhapur hosts Agriculture College affiliated to Mahatma Phule Krishi 

Vidyapeeth (Rahuri). Kolhapur has a university for higher education 

Shivaji University

Sports:
Kolhapur is famous for wrestling Khasbag wrestling stadium has 

a Seating capacity of about 20,000 people. Football Matches are mainly 

arranged by Kolhapur United Football Association (KUFA)v
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Introduction:

The Hindu society has been divided on the basis of caste 

system. “Through the years, caste system had crystallized into a rigid 

hierarchical system of racial discrimination.” A caste can primarily be 

described as a social group tightly held by internal and external forces. 

The internal force exercises control over the members of the group by 

placing restrictions upon eating, drinking, occupation, customs, and 

traditions and fundamentally upon marriage. This close nature acts as 

external force which does not allow the members of the other group to 

mingle within. Because of these two forces which go hand-in- hand it was 

possible to maintain the cohesiveness of the caste. The chief thought 

behind this framework was that of each caste functioned smoothly as per 

their own framework the society as a whole would function 

harmoniously. The caste division ultimately led to discrimination of 

lower caste group and higher caste group it was so deep rooted that a 

lower caste member though found to be intelligent, loyal, honest, bright 

and hardworking he was ritually considered as dull, disloyal, dishonest 

and worthless because he/she was, was ritually considered as 

untouchable. On the contrary a member of the upper caste known as 

“twice bom”. Status was ascribed and not achieved.

The Indian social structure is undoubtedly a very complicated 

one. Stratification among the Hindus is a religious and social scheme. 

It’s rigid nature is both a socio-struetural and religious arrangement. The 

central values of Hindus were purushartha, dharma, karma, vedas and 

caste. Caste is one of the most important and general form of social 

stratification in India. It is a vertical structure in which individual castes 

are graded in hierarchy. The most influencing feature of the caste system 

is its restriction placed on marriage - endogamy. It is because of this
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feature that the caste system in its own functions smoothly. It is believed 

that birth alone decides a man’s caste position and he has to die within the 

same caste position. No amount of perseverance can change an 

individual’s caste position.

Marriage and family are two basic concepts that hold the society 

in general and human civilization in particular. Marriage is a social 

occasion which implies creation of a bond formerly between two 

individuals and then between two families. Marriage is one of primary 

social institutions. Out of all social institutions marriage is one of the 

important social institutions. “It is one of the deepest and most complex 

involvements of human relationships. It is a cornerstone of society and a 

very necessary part of the social system” (pramila kapur, 1973 caste pp 

82)

People get married just because they are bom and brought up in 

family and an individual cannot get away from the fact that family 

survives with the practice of marriage in the society. The society depends 

upon marriage and kinship. Marriage is a necessity as it brings social 

order and stability in society therefore it is an essential aspect in an 

individual’s life which is also the biological need. Marriage lays down the 

nucleus of society.

Understanding marriage:

In the International Encyclopaedia of population, John and Ross 

(1982), gave a general definition of marriage that “The term marriage 

generally means the legal union of persons of opposite sex. Civil, 

religious and other ways of establishing the legality of the union differ 

according to the laws and customs of the countries of the world.”23

According to amiteshwar (2006) (In marriage and family in 

diverse changing scenario-2006 pp.3) amiteshwar Ratra, Praveen kaur
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and sudha chikkara “marriage is a legally recognized union between a 

man and a women in which they are united sexually, co-operate 

economically and may give birth to adopt or rear children’s.”19

According to M.M.Krishna Reddy (1998) [Marriage population and 

society 1998, pp.no.5] Marriage generally refers to the mating 

relationships of two opposite sexes to fulfill certain important functions 

which is being recognized by the society or kin group and determined by
O')their respective cultures.”

According to Usha Sharma (2005), [Marriage in Indian society, 

volume-l]“Marriage frankly, speaking is a legally and socially sanctioned 

union between two opposite sexes i.e. by changing together the two 

distinctive halves of lives- man and women. They are united like two 

plants that are uprooted from pots and transplanted into a new one.” 24

Hindu marriage a sacrament:

According to Hindu Shastra’s, marriage is considered a sacrament 

as well as an indissoluble union between a man and women. Marriage is 

one of the sixteen Hindu sanskaras through which every upper caste 

Hindu has to pass in order to enter into the life of a householder or to 

establish a family. Therefore, caste Hindus regards marriage as an 

imperative obligatory socio-religious duty as well as necessity. It is not a 

civil contract but strictly made as religious institution.

Altekar (1962) regards that “In the early times marriage was 

considered a religious and social duty for Hindu men and women. It was 

obligatory for both women and men. For men, marriage was compulsory 

because heirs are necessary for men to achieve salvation, whereas for 

women because she also could not go to heaven until and unless her body 

was consecrated by the sacrament of marriage.”2
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According to the Hindu philosophy and religion, marriage is to 

propagate family. Shastras state that marriage is followed by ‘Grihastha 

ashram’ meaning the householde’s life. According to Hindu religion, the 

four main purpose of human existence are Dharma, Artha, karma and 

Moksha, Dharma means religious duty towards society, Artha means 

economic duty or earning, Kama means satisfaction of sexual desires and 

moksha means salvation at the end of life and the meeting of the soul 

with god. Therefore, as per the Hindu view of life. Marriage is necessary 

to achieve the four purusharhas. This means that the aims of marriage are 

‘Dharma’, which means religious righteousness, ’praja’ means progeny 

and ‘rati’ meaning pleasure. Thus, it can be concluded that if a man 

marries only then will be able to attain moksha, the fourth and the last 

purusharthas.

Hindu concept of marriage is believed that it is a union of two 

souls and not of two bodies. It is a bond which cannot be broken at own 

will. The union being ’sacred, the oaths did not give room for separation. 

These were no chances of difference of opinion and in case even if it 

takes place both should respect the sentiments of each o:her and 

thereafter, ensuring that no such situation again arises. The ideal form of 

Hindu marriage is a complete companionship in fighting, the battle of life 

with each other. (Kapadia 1958 pp.169) he also writes, “Marriage was a 

social duty towards the family and the community and there was little 

idea of individual interest.”11

Universality of selection of partners:

In each and every society, there have always existed certain 

rules, customs and laws to regulate the marital alliance. In Indian society, 

since ancient times, marital relations have been regulated by certain 

religious rales and social norms and customs.
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The ethnic diversity of the Indian society has contributed 

influencingly to the differences of marital regulations that are found in 

this country. There are differences in every community, caste and religion 

in actual sense, marital regulations of all the Hindu castes are similarly 

governed by laws or rules laid down in the Vedas and Dharmashastras.

The general regulations on marriage are as follows:- 

i) Endogamy:

The unique feature of caste system is heredity and hierarchy. 

Caste is hereditary is nature and hierarchy is based on birth. An 

individual is emotionally knit in the group in which he is bom and 

hierarchy is based on the concept of purity and pollution, purity is all 

about pure and impure must be kept aloof from pure and there arises the 

operation of the major feature of caste endogamy.

“According to Louis Dumont caste endogamy is an expression of 

the principle of separation: marriage, commensality and contact with 

members outside the group are forbidden, with varying degrees of 

strictness in that order.” (Social change in India, kuppuswamy.B., 1972

pp. 181)

This mle of marriage prescribes that an individual must marry 

within the group, whether the group is caste, class, tribe, sub -caste, 

village community or race. It prohibits marriage outside the group. 

Intermarriage of persons belonging to different caste is forbidden in 

Hindu society. The belief behind this is that it maintains social purity and 

group solidarity. If a person marries outside the group, he will meet with 

social disapproval. These mles are governed by caste panchyat which 

excommunicates the couple from the society. An excommunicated 

individual found his life miserable as all services were refused. In cities, 

though services could not be refused, the individual was refused the co

operation of the members of the caste on social occasions like marriage,
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funeral, name ceremony etc in which the need of caste members is keenly 

felt.

ii) Exogamy:

Though it is said that caste is endogamous but this does not imply 

that anyone can marry anyone within one’s caste. In fact there are certain 

obligatory rules of exogamy within the caste. Exogamy is a rule in which 

an individual has to marry outside his group. This insists those members 

who are tied in blood relations or having the same kins is forbidden to 

intermarry. “It assumes various forms in India. This includes Gotra, 

parvara, village and pinda Exogamy.”

Now -a- days there is greater trend towards exogamy in modem 

sense. This means that intermarrying to person belonging to different 

caste, community, race, tribe or religion at large. It is appreciated as 

progressive and widely accepted. It reduces social distance and 

encourages social solidarity and communal unity. The endogamy is said 

to be conservative and criticized but this is also a fact that endogamy is 

still widely practiced.

Changing marriages trends in India:

All over India the old social order is giving way to a new one. 

History reveals that it began with industrial revolution, the arrival of the 

British and their established empire. These catastrophic events led to 

release of various forces of social change which can truly be described as 

titanic. The change in modem India was primarily on values they can be 

classified as individualism, value of liberty and equality and secularism.

These values had a direct attack on marriage system in India. The 

closed nature of endogamy is today no more as it was earlier. This led to 

some radical changes like change in age of marriage, selection of
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marriage partners, wedding concept of individuals etc. The concept of 

marriage has seen drastic changes over a few years.

1. Arranged Marriage:

In India, the emphasis of family is stronger. Indians often live with 

their families so practically the partners should be fit for the family and 

not only individual, not surprisingly, the common idea that does follows a 

marriage is also prevalent. They believe that selection of a mate is based 

on a variety of factors like caste, family, background, income etc and 

with the growing time love grows.

The concept of arranged marriage has been since the fourth century. 

The evil of child marriage prevailed at that time. The practice of arranged 

marriage was a way of passing on family traditions from one generation 

to the other. It was also used as a way of maintain social distance between 

the castes. It was the caste system primarily which gave rise to the 

concept of arrange marriage.

Earlier, arrange marriage was seen as a way of encouraging 

casteism. It was just a tool to preserve the community and maintains 

social status. The customs and rituals vary depending on caste, 

community and religion though, this is an age old system but it is still 

followed on a large scale even today.

Since these years, arranged marriages have proved to be a trade 

rather than custom, as it was a medium to easy money and it was because 

of these marriages that the ugly system of dowry was practiced on a huge 

scale ultimately leading to a number of dowry deaths and bridge burning 

cases. One of the crucial demerit or limitations of arrange marriage is two 

unknown persons get married without knowing and understanding each 

other. Here, the chances of not gelling well with the partner are very high. 

In these cases, the only way such marriage can succeed is through 

acceptance of each other by a compromise. Another drawback is that a
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poor family has to suffer a lot to get their daughter married. There are 

ample examples of fathers who have been landless labourer by selling 

their lands for their daughter’s marriage or such poor families because of 

dowry problem are totally in debt.

But in yesteryear’s concept has changed considerably. It has 

become more flexible. In the past years there were messengers attached to 

each caste as they were professional news carriers of the community. 

These days a family friend or a distant relative approaches a family for a 

match. Even advertising in daily newspapers marriage bureau, 

matrimonial websites are a well established pattern for parent’s brides 

and grooms.

Today parents have understood that a successful marriage needs 

understanding and compatibility. Earlier the traditional factors have been 

changed and compatibility and relationship terms have entered into the 

dictionary of arranged marriages. The prospective to be bride and groom 

are allowed to meet each other before marriage, know each other, gauge 

compatibility and if everything works out then get engaged.

Eventually, though arrange marriages have a hold on the society 

but it cannot be denied that love marriages are also becoming popular and 

they are slowly and gradually being accepted by the society.

2. Love marriage:

In India marriage has a special importance, since it is believed 

that it brings together not two people but two families. There was once a 

time when love marriage was looked down upon and was simply unheard 

of, but today with the passing of time, it is as much a part of Indian 

culture as arrange marriage.

Impact of westernization has led to the adoption of western 

culture, beliefs, and values. The earlier Indian concept of living together 

family is changed to living alone and establishing family and living for
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themselves. People are moving from collectivist society to individualistic 

society. This change in thinking has led to the flow of love marriages.

Love marriage is in which the two partners meet each other, court 

together and then if they find desirable qualities and love for each other 

and then get married. It is nothing but a dreams extension to reality. In 

India, love marriages are becoming a popular trend these days. Unlike 

traditionally the scenario has changed considerably. Parents have a 

broader perspective and are fully aware of the differences of caste system, 

because of the impact of education. They have understood that it is love 

and mutual understanding that matters the most in marriage & not caste 

or status. To marry a person one loves is just like taking a step ahead in 

life and strengthening the relationship with commitment and hard work.

One of the hurdles to love marriage is expectations. It is said that 

it is natural and obvious that when the two know each other so well there 

is increased expectations after marriage and when either of the two fails 

to stay up to the mark arguments are found to occur. Another drawback is 

lack of parental support in some cases and adjustment to the new family. 

Mostly, love marriage involves two difference cultures or caste so it is 

but obvious that such issue occurs.

Although, love marriage is accepted but still arranged marriages 

are viewed as the right choice, the love marriages are becoming common 

phenomenon.

3. Love cum arranged marriages:

With globalization and westernization, love marriage are 

replacing arrange marriage as the preferred way to select mates 

throughout the world. There are vital changes in social and mental set up 

of Indian society. Though arrange marriages is still prevalent in our 

society a wave of change has been bought by handful of parents who 

have whole heartedly accepted the choice of their children in their family
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and they have known that as youngsters want freedom in selecting their 

mates but at the same time they want approval of their family and this 

new verge of transformation has occurred which is love cum arranged 

marriage. This type of marriage is becoming more popular these days 

especially in urban areas. Some cases in which both or either parents do 

not approve the choice of their child as such the young couple has to 

marry against will of either parent. It was in such cases that either of the 

parents of both stood against the staunch of caste or status and supported 

their children.

4. Inter-caste and inter-religious marriage:

In recent times, inter-caste marriages are a significant 

phenomenon and indicate social change. As this phenomenon has two 

major institutional spheres of the society caste and marriage and has a 

trend setting significance. First, it constitutes to pluralism which is a 

feature of modem Indian society. It means that a society in which 

diversity of racial or religious or ethnic or cultural groups is tolerated. 

Such inter-caste marriages are generally viewed as force of 

cosmopolitization which creates Cosmo culture in the society. The second 

significance is in such marriages, dominant castes lose their ideological 

monopoly. Thus it could be said that old social patterns or norms are 

eroded and declined and people are welcomed to new norms and patterns 

of a modem society.

Caste barriers and caste prejudices are the gravest dangers to the 

unity of our republic. Caste is an essential part of Hindu society existing 

since many years but it is a social evil which brings division, hatred and 

tension between caste groups. It crates unassailable compartment between 

castes. It acts as an enemy for progress of Indian society. The practice of 

caste system does not, permit man to progress. It is an obstacle not only 

on social, political and economic progress but also it thwarts
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liberalization of an individual’s mind. As it narrows the thinking pattern 

of on individual. It acts as a threat to an individual’s personality 

development. In short it can be said that it endangers humanity.

For hundreds of years, Indian society has been stratified on the 

basis of caste. This problem was so profound that it took many years to 

come of the social evil. In fact, even today, India is struggling to free 

from such a social evil. It is true and history is the proof that great social 

reformers have made enormous efforts to come out of this deep rooted 

social evil.

It was for this scene that for hundreds of years, Indians have 

traditional mentality and outdated outlook and a very conservative and 

orthodox mindset. So a marriage within the caste is the norm of the 

society. It was impossible to think of an inter-caste marriage. Such 

marriages were looked in the earlier days. There was no room for inter

caste marriage. Thinking of inter caste marriage was difficult and also 

unacceptable in society. There were cases of inter-caste marriage at thai 

time but the one who dared to inter marry had to face severe 

consequences like excommunicating from the village, social boycott, 

family boycott or even in terms of physical violence such as honor 

killing.

“The history of India is a tally of events of caste discrimination 

preached and practised in the name of god.” 16 Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar 

further discovered that “the caste in sociological source as institution 

problems a corporation in which the board of directors never changed. It 

was the law of status which classified men according to their faith and it 

was fixed and static, ability was not recognized as means to cross the 

caste barriers. In theory and in practice the caste is the opposite of liberty, 

anti-thesis of equality and negation of humanity as it postulates the 

capacity for thinking incidental to the gift of reason for the chosen few
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distinguished by the marks of their pedigrees and not by the digress of 

excellence evidenced in the free exercise of reason of conscience, the 

philosophy of sacred texts in general discouraged. The free exercise of 

reason with the result that the authorities of the sacred text become datum 

and not a problem. This was the cause of intellectual atrophy and social 

stagnation.’’(writings and speeches of Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar volume 

seventh, pp.ii)16

The works of Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar are immense for 

eradication of caste but still caste continues to be a strong factor in mate 

selection. Caste prevailed and still prevails in an individuals mind. 

Humans discriminate humans on the basis of caste which is ascribed 

status and not achieved one. It is obvious that an individual is at no fault 

but still the hierarchical system of caste does not allow him to get the best 

fruits system of required for the fullest blooming of an individual.

Though the influence of caste is so strong but there are 

increasing Numbers of inter-caste marriages. It is for sure that Indian 

Government after independence began to introduce various social 

reformers to attain their ideal of casteless or classless society. Talking 

about inter caste marriages, government is trying hard to promote the 

spread of such marriage and also to grant financial provision for aiding 

such marriage. Social reformers and workers are also trying hard to 

eradicate the caste system by the spread of inter-caste marriage. 

According to Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar,” superimposition of endogamy 

over exogamy is the main cause of formation of caste groups.” (Caste in 

India, volume -1, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar writings and speeches pp. 

xiv) 1 5 It is rightly proved that the most crucial feature of caste is 

endogamy and inter-caste marriages cuts the roots of this crucial 

feature.
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In inter-caste and inter-community marriages: - C.T.Kannan 

ppno.49) observes that “petition was presented on 14th February 1959 to 

the secretary of Lok sabha signed by 3500 social workers demanding 

abolition of the caste systems and enforcement of exogamy through 

legislation.”10 There have been many reformers and social reform 

movements all over India to eradicate caste systems, in the early days and 

by the efforts of social workers and reformers there were gradual changes 

leading to many incidences of inter-caste marriages, but it has such a long 

history and it is so deeply embedded in the social structure that it will 

take a large amount of time for a complete change. It is agreed that the 

features of caste system have undergone many important changes and 

there have been changes in one of the most persistent element of caste 

system endogamy. Today, mate selection has become flexible there are 

love marriages, inter-caste, inter-community and even inter religious 

marriages but this is largely confined to urban culture.

Due to the democratic ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity 

which were introduced in India and then slowly and gradually ".here are 

changes in the social structure and these ideals are seen in practice in 

educational, social, economic and political spheres. But for creating an 

egalitarian and just society, caste prejudices require complete 

disappearance. The question arises here that though there have so many 

changes and we claim we have become modem but the question is when 

and how, it will affect the system as a whole. How to change the mental 

makeup of the Indians? There are no final answers to these questions.

Though, there are laws which encourage inter-caste marriage. 

The social life of man in India has not been revolutionized still the caste 

continues to operate in the field of social relations is a believed to be a 

social institution which provides a sense of security and satisfaction,
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which is necessary for an individual and it castes to the needs of the 

people.

The whole structure of caste system is standing on caste 

endogamy which is almost universally practiced in all cases in Indian 

society. Bambawale and Ramanammal980, observes that, according to 

Ambedkar, caste is the gravitating force of the Hindu social world to 

ensure its continuity the first steps which the caste took was to tighten its 

circle of marriage by endogamy which banned inter marriages.

Dr.B.R.Ambedkar provides a unique and strong solution to 

endogamy “The real remedy for breaking the caste is inter marriage 

nothing else will serve as the solvent of caste.”5 It is a direct attack on 

caste system. He opines that “inter-caste marriage is the only remedy to 

destroy caste.” (Frontline magazine July 29 2011, pp.95) In today’s 

modem times, marriages are preferred not only within castes but also 

within sub-castes.

In ‘caste in India’ Ambedkar further says, “caste is not a physical 

object like a wall of bricks or a line of barbed wire which prevent the 

Hindus from co-mingling and which has therefore, to be pulled down. 

Caste is a notion; it is a state of mind. The destmction of caste does not 

therefore mean the destmction of physical barriers. It means a notional 

change.” 15

Causes of inter-caste marriage:

There are a number of causes of inter-caste marriages. It can be 

viewed in four different factors; personal factors, socio-cultural, 

economic factors, class and status factors, socio-psychological factors. 

Out of all these first is a personal factor.
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1) Romantic Love:

This is one of the vital causes of inter-caste marriage. Although 

endogamy sets the guidelines for mate selection but it is true that this set 

of guideline is not really feared by many couples. Love is the main reason 

for the couples to intermarry. In today’s times there are ample of 

opportunities for boys and girls to mingle and create a bonding. This is a 

cycle of dating courtship and engagement and this all is done prior 

entering into marriage.

Though most people take a somewhat fatalistic approach towards 

marriage and do not view premarital romance as necessary in the 

successful marriage. But this approach is to a certain extent not followed 

especially by the younger generation. Now-a-days, love marriages are 

accepted which are at times inter-caste marriages.

2) Urbanization and industrialization:

Economic changes arising from industrialization, urbanization 

and finally leading to modernizations are many. Industrialization 

demands a high degree of occupational specialization and the system of 

production depending more on the skill of individual. This change in 

occupation is a reason for individuals to change the residence in the urban 

setting. This leads to urbanization i.e. migration of the youth to urban 

areas. Industrialization and urbanization brings about the change in the 

nature and network of social relationships. The modem industrial and 

urban lives have attested the quality & pattern of social relationships. 

Social contacts have widened thereby making the society heterogeneous. 

The urban societies are modem in their outlook. Because of industries 

urban areas are filled with a mixed variety of population which promotes 

a climate for cosmopolitisation which is the essence of modem societies. 

But in Indian context it is not fully tme in the context of inter-caste 

marriages. No doubt industrialization leads to urbanization also migration
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from rural areas to urban areas. Urbanization finally leads to modem 

societies i.e. modernization, the impact of this on marriage mles is less.

3) Educational achievements:

It is a fact that industrialization has given birth to modem 

education. It has been accepted that educational institutions are the 

primary hub where people come together in pursuit of common interest. It 

is observ ed that many of the couples became intimate during their college 

days. The relationship is either of one young male and female or it is also 

a teacher and taught relationship or between two teachers. The college or 

university campuses are meeting ground of young males and females. In 

India, college life is described as the spring time of freedom, a release 

from societal control especially by family.

It is also important to note that the higher the education the more 

there is stability in marriage and maturity in a individual. Higher 

educational attainments lead to inter-caste marriages. There have been 

instances where a highly educated person does not find a matching 

educated partner for marriage in their own caste. At such times the results 

are inter-caste marriages.

4) Residential propinquity :

This is also a result of industrialization and urbanization, which 

leads to the growth of cities. City dwelling prohibits caste barriers. 

Residence in the same locality or area facilitates close social contacts. 

Young males and females regularly come in contact irrespective of caste, 

class, religion etc. for certain purposes. The agreed fact in city with 

regard to mate selection is that an individual wishes to marry the one who 

is geographically nearest. The frequency of social interaction is more in 

neighboring areas. Kannan’s study also reveals residential propinquity as 

one of the important factor for inter-caste rq^rjiage.
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5) Occupational propinquity :

Occupational propinquity is also a crucial factor towards inter-caste 

marriages. It is observed that many couples had met at their common 

place of work. These couples meet often and get well acquainted with 

each other. Men prefers an earning female rather than the one who does 

not. In fact, the amount earned in future years is much more than a 

dowry, which means earning females compensate for the lack of dowry. 

Earning females also help spouse’s income, which help them to set up 

independent homes. The economic independence of women gives her 

confidence to take independent decision, even in the case where there is 

parental opposition to inter-caste marriage.

6) Freedom from societal control or family:

It is observed that control of the family in marital affairs is not 

liked by the younger generation specifically in case of caste mindedness 

of the members of the family. They rebel against the conservative values 

of parents. This rebellion is also the conflict of the generation gap & the 

freedom from family control which is a result of secular experiences in 

education and economy which is favourable to inter-caste marriages.

7) Hatred of one’s own caste:

The role of hatred of one’s own caste among many members of the 

minority groups and the drive towards social mobility is also a cause for 

inter-caste marriage.

8) Loosening of institutional control:

Social institutions like modem state and other educational 

institutions etc are the sources which reduce restrictions and because of it 

inter marriages between castes, communities and religion are possible. 

Apart from this the enactment of legislations has made the choice free for 

mate selection irrespective of caste, creed, class, religion or race. Thanks
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to professional education which has changed the attitudes of younger 

generation.

9) Class and status :

In earlier days, caste was the only criteria which drew the status of an 

individual. But, in India, consideration of caste was and still is the major 

criterion. The traditional caste hierarchy was practically rigid and it was 

rather impossible to come out of this idea. But in recent times, class is 

also an important criterion for marital affairs. Many young males and 

females have given importance to spouse’s status. For assessing status, 

occupation is given the most attention. Occupation means either a 

salaried job in government offices or professionals in respective field or 

even successful businessmen. It is often observed that marriage partners 

who match each other in terms of class and status are not available in 

their own caste, so they opt for an inter marriages, by breaking the norm 

of caste endogamy.

10) Changing patterns of society :

Change in the economic field like industrialization has offered the 

life of an individual which was different from that of the life in 

agricultural society. These change lead to a change in the value systems 

of joint family as it conceived a relationship between the mere individual 

and industry and not between the larger family and industry. Therefore 

occupations become differentiated from family. Broadly speaking, family 

was structurally and functionally differentiated. Naturally, industries were 

put up in urban areas which led to migration. City dwelling became 

nuclear family centered. Thus the joint family was structurally dislocated 

in this way.

Modem city life promoted the climate of cosmopolitan nature. 

Further even the process of socialization of children changed as there 

were educational institutes which socialized the children. Thus the
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traditional pattern of the society changed and a new pattern was 

welcomed. In this new pattern, there was a change in life style, 

occupation, education, etc. This led to a new way of thinking in which 

caste was not an essential component in their social lives and this led to 

inter-caste marriages.

11) Change in values, beliefs, ideologies and attitudes:

The changes in values in modem industrial time were 

individualism, Values of liberty, equality and secularism. Individualism 

means that the individual is at the centre of the world and that he has the 

power to take his own decision of his life. Liberty and equality means that 

the individual has certain liberties in economic, social, political and 

cultural spheres and equality means all are equal none is inferior or 

superior in all spheres of life. Secularism heralds rejection of the sacred 

division and puts up a premium on rationality.”4 These values means 

there is a change in the mode of thinking of individuals. These open 

values led to an increase in inter-caste marriages.

Apart from these changes, there are other changes like the 

impact of mass media, awareness of rights through human rights, 

personal factors like beauty, nature of the partner, social factors life 

second marriage, late marriage, caste resentment, broken homes, etc. but 

the above mentioned are some of the important causes cited by some of 

the sociologists in this field.

Legislations regarding inter-caste marriage:

It is said that Hindu law is based on Vedic revelations. The 

smritis were the secondary sources of law. Thus ,law was connected to 

religion. It can actually be said that law was wedded to religion. It is only 

because of these connections that religion hardly allowed any amendment 

by legal law. Thus, Hindu law meant the explanation of Shastra’s which
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at that time used to suit the needs of the society. But after the passing of 

time, the old system had to be changed and there was a need for having a 

compact and codified Hindu law was keenly felt. Even after foreign 

invasions in Indian society which lasted for hundreds of years was a 

result of the unchanging dynamic nature of society but it could not come 

out totally from the servitude of traditions which turned into superstitions.

Thus, with the spread of western education, establishment of 

industries and the adoption of western life style, the Hindu law assumed 

a secular character. It was agreed that the smritis offered no proper 

solution to the new way of life. So it was needed to modify the law. The 

Indian law commission was formed totally modifying the Hindu law. 

Laws regarding inter-caste marriages are as follows

1) Special Marriage Act 1872:

The first attack against the caste system or religion was the 

enactment of Special Marriage Act or the Act III of 1872 which sought to 

validate ‘anuloma’ or ‘pratiloma’ marriages and also the sagotra 

marriages and other prohibited marriages as well, provided they were 

registered and solemnized according to the procedure prescribed by the 

Act. But if any such marriage was solemnized under the Act but under the 

general rules of Hindu law, then all pratiloma and sagotra marriages were 

subject to be held invalid throughout British India. Anuloma marriages 

however were held to be valid. The most important condition of a valid 

marriage under the act was that neither partly must have a husband or 

wife living at the time of marriage and the party seeking the advantage of 

the Act must declare that he or she belonged to no religions or caste. This 

was the serious handicap to the success of the enactment which was felt 

as late as 1923. In that very year was passed the amendment Act or Act
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xxx of 193 which dispensed with the section demanding the above 

declaration to the effect that he or she belonged to no religion or caste.

Similarly, in 1938 the Arya Samaja Marriage Validity Act was 

passed legalizing inter-caste marriages among the Arya samajists in 

British India. In 1946, the Hindu Marriage Disparities Removal Act 

enacted that sagotra marriage and marriage between different sub

divisions of the same caste were to be regarded valid.

2) Hindu Marriages Validity Act, 1949 :

“In 1949, the Hindu Marriage Validity Act enacted that, “no 

marriage between Hindus shall be deemed to be invalid or ever have been 

invalid by reason only of the fact that parties thereto belonged to different 

religions, castes, sub castes or sects.”19

3) Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 :

“The Hindu Marriage Act was passed in 1955. It enacted that 

neither party should have a spouse living at the time of marriage and any 

marriage that contravenes this condition shall be deemed void in the eye 

of law. Never, bigamous marriages contracted before and after the 

commencement of this act were also held by it liable to be declared void 

on petition. The act further removed the endogamous rectification of 

caste and exogamous rectification of Gotra. The act however held that 

parties to a valid Hindu marriage must not be ‘sapinda’ of each other 

unless they had the sanction of custom in their favors and would thus 

permit a sacramental marriage between the two. The violation of this rule 

would make the marriage void. Thus, according to this act, marriage 

between persons related within five generations on the father’s side and 

three generations on the mother’s side would be held invalid in case there 

was no sanction of custom to the contrary. Cross-cousin marriage as a 

local custom was held to be Valid by the act but it did not uphold a 

marriage between uncle and niece.”19
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4) Local Act:

Maharashtra government has decided to give Rs.50, 000/- to a 

couple opting for inter-caste marriage. According to the information, 

‘The times of India’ dated 12th January 2010 on Tuesday, “The state 

cabinet took the decision with the view to abolish caste system in the 

state by encouraging inter-caste marriages. The government would give a 

cheque of Rs.20, 000/- and invest Rs.25, 000/- in postal savings scheme, 

Indira Vikas Patra, in the joint name of the couple. The remaining amount 

would be given in the form of marriage expenditure or household things. 

The government has been implementing the scheme from 1958 and 50 

percent of the fund is given by the centre. Earlier the amount was 

15,000/-.”29

According to the information collected from Social Welfare 

Centre, at Zilla Parishad in Kolhapur city. The amount 15,000/- was 

given before 1st February 2010 which consisted 47,000/- cash, Rs. 7,500/- 

fixed deposit jointly in the name of the couple in postal savings scheme, 

Indira Vikas Patra, Rs.400/- utensils , Rs.100/- to honor the couple by the 

centre. The criteria is that the first party belongs to Scheduled Caste, 

Scheduled Tribe, Notified Tribe, Denotified Tribe etc and the second 

party has to be of the open category. Which is Brahmin, Kshatriya or 

vaishya, Buddhist, Jain, Sikh, lingayat, etc. one of the main condition is 

that couple has to apply within a year. The other term is both the parties 

should have Maharashtra state residential proof i.e. Domicile certificate 

apart from other proofs like age proof, caste certificate and marriage 

certificate. After giving the cheque, no responsibility of the government if 

the couple is divorced or separated.

Present status of inter-caste marriage:

Prior moving to the presentation of status of inter-caste 

marriages, let us take a brief view of the history of caste inequalities. In
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India, caste inequalities exist in a variety of forms and there is no 

negative opinion. There is a close association between inequalities and 

social stratification. India is a country where caste and religion rules not 

democracy in the real sense. The probing of the causes of this problem 

has not been face from divergent and dichotomous perspective. It is only 

because of caste system that there is inequality. Though man being 

political in his own group but the parts of the social system like polity, 

economy and the institution of religion are controlled in such a way that 

idea of ‘superiority’ over others exists. So, ultimately the problem of 

social inequality in all spheres of life which continues to operate as built- 

in-mechanism in the stratified social system.

Though politically the downtrodden people will have equality in 

politics but the contradictions in social and economic life continue to 

exist. The problem of social inequality is the national problem being 

tackled by welfare measures of the government. Even then the problem 

persists in different degrees. There have been social revolutions and 

revolutionaries and reformers have fought against socio-cultural, 

economic and intellectual inequality of India, but it is accepted that they 

are yet not succeeded in wiping them out.

In the Vedic period, the shudras and ati shudras (the untouchables 

during Manu period) were the, mere servants of the upper castes who 

were the owners of production system. They were disarmed 

educationally, socially and politically too. The shudras who led their life 

as per caste norms which was featured by ignorance, illiteracy and social 

segregation. But even today in the modem advanced 21st century, the 

legacy of old social system in new form of imposing social boycotts to 

the inter-caste married couples. The human dignity and self respects have 

been the bone of controversy between the lower castes and higher castes. 

Although constitutionally the caste norms have been made illegal matter
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but they still reflect in the form of discrimination and atrocities on inter

caste married couples by caste panchyat or politicians or by the upper 

castes who are superior. Though there are legislations which say inter

caste marriages legal but the real scene is mentioned above.

1) Honor killings of inter-caste married couples:

Dr. Samuel Johnson. A dictionary in English language has 

defined honor in the relationship to 'reputation’, ‘fame’ ‘to privilege’ or 

‘rank of and as ‘respect’. ‘Honor is defined differently in different 

context. Honor killing is the homicide of a member of the family or a 

social group by the other members due to perpetrators belief that the 

victim has brought shame or dishonor upon the family or community 

usually for reasons such as refusing to enter an arranged marriage, being 

in a relationship that is a disapproved by their relatives, becoming the 

victim of rape, dressing in way which are deemed in appropriate or 

engaging in homo-sexual relations. Some cultures regard honor killing (of 

mostly females) members of one’s own family as justified if the 

individual have ‘defiled the family’s honor’ by marrying against the 

family’s wishes or even by being victims of rape.’

Recently, there was an article in which “an incident was where a village 

girl who was burnt alive by her neighbors because she had a relationship 

with a boy from a different caste. Another case was in which a boys limbs 

were chopped off by the residents for marrying a girl of their village. 

“Such cases occur every day. It is agreed that number of love marriages 

or inter-caste marriages have gone up in the metros in India but rural 

areas in many other states have a different scene. ‘Honour killing where 

men or women are killed by their kin or other members of their caste.,lv

According to women’s activists group such killings happen in 

order to preserve the honor of the community, caste or family. Caste still
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remains as one of the most important factors governing the lives of man)' 

people all over India. The huge numbers of honor killings that sometimes 

go unrecorded happen because of inter-caste marriages. They rotate round 

issues such as runaway marriages or relationships between people 

different castes.’ In many cases, the boy or the girl has been killed for 

marrying someone from a lower caste. It is a fact that government allows 

young males and females to marry who are above the age of eighteen. But 

in some way or the other the laws do not reach the remote areas or the 

villages. The basic problem in the rural areas is the strong existence of a 

‘caste panchayat’ or an informal court that involves member of their own 

caste or community which decides all the matters. They pass their 

judgments on problems of land, water, marital discord and so on. 

Villagers give more importance to their judgments’ passed by the 

informal courts or so called ‘panchayats.’ It is often observed that the 

leader of the informal court has so much power that the police are kept 

away from the politics in village. In certain cases, parents themselves kill 

and dump the bodies of their own children in the sake of their honour and 

undoubtedly the police are not even informed which is one of the 

shameful acts in the name of caste.

The saddest part is that the caste system in India has turned into 

a social evil. It is a misconception that honor killing involves the killing 

of women but in reality men are equally victims of this practice, 

especially when it affects the reputation of a particular caste. There have 

been cases where men are killed by their father-in- law or brother- in

law. There are many cases of honor killings daily but some of them which 

are really brutal and mentioned in ‘The Times of India’ are as follows, 

i) Recently in Patna on 26th August 2012, a married women and her 3 

year old daughter were murdered by her family members and they 

threw their bodies into river Ganga.
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ii) In Bhopal on 2nd December 2012, a 25 years old young woman was 

murdered in full public view at night. She was killed by her own 

brother and her nephew and the husband was also seriously injured.

iii) On 22nd June 2012, a 28 year old teacher was shot dead in south west 

Delhi by the tribe’s father and 5 other relatives and on 16 January 

2013 police arrested all of them.

iv) In Tamil Nadu district an 8 November 2012, in Dharmapuri 148 

houses of dalits were looted and burnt because a non dalit girl eloped 

with a dalit youth before a month and married in the temple. But the 

non-dalits threatened the girl from staying in the dalit colony. But the 

girl refused to obey them and then for the humiliation caused to their 

caste the whole dalit colony was looted and set on fire and the girl’s 

refusal resulted in the suicide of her father which ultimately led to a 

violent scene.

v) In Belgaum, at Hudali on 2nd October 2012, a couple was murdered at 

their own residence. This place was not far from where Gandhiji 

performed the first inter-caste marriage.

vi) 9 May 2010, a 23 year old youth was brutally killed by the brother 

of the Jat girl he love and claimed to have married and his body was 

found probably a week after the murder. His throat was slit and legs 

chopped off. His name tattooed on his left hand had been burnt off 

with acid. The alleged killer has been arrested and is said to save 

confessed his crime.

These are just a few instances of honor killings have been reported 

in northern regions in India namely Punjab, Rajasthan, Haryana and 

Bihar. To stop honor killings or to put ban on this evil act the Supreme 

Court in New Delhi on 13 th November 2009 expressed its concern over 

the growing opposition to, intimidation of violence against inter-caste 

couples.’
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‘The supreme court justice directed the administration & the police 

throughout the country to extend protection to such couples against 

harassment and initiate action against those who resorted to or instigated 

violence.’

“Such acts of violence or threats or harassment are wholly illegal 

and those who commit them must be severely punished. This is a free and 

democratic country and once a person becomes a major he or she can 

marry whosoever he or she likes. If the parents of the boy or girl do not 

approve of on inter-caste or inter religious marriage, the maximum they 

can do is cut off social relations with the son or the daughter, but they 

cannot give threats or commit or instigate acts of violence and cannot 

harass the person who opts for inter-caste or inter-religious marriage,” ‘"a 

bench consisting of Justice Ashok Bhan and Markandey Katju expressed.

Further, referring to such so called honor killings of inter-caste or 

inter- religious couples the bench commented, “there is nothing honorable 

about such killing and in fact they are nothing but barbaric and shameful 

acts of murder committed by brutal, feudal minded persons who deserve 

such harsh punishment. Only in this way can we stamp out such acts of 

barbarism.”111

Writing the judgement, justice Katju said, “the caste system is a 

curse on the nation and the sooner it is destroyed the better. In fact, it is 

dividing the nation at a time when we have to be united to face the 

challenges before the nation. Hence, inter-caste marriages are in fact in 

the national interest as they will result in destroying the caste system. 

However, disturbing news is coming from several parts that young men 

and women who unite in inter-caste marriages are threatened with 

violence, or violence is actually committed on them.”

In the recent case, Lata singh of Lucknow got married to Brahma 

Nand Gupta of Delhi, it was an inter- community marriage. The girl’s
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brother filed a complaint on them and the boy’s sister’s and their families 

which were arrested and criminal proceedings were initiated against 

them. But Miss.Lata moved to Supreme Court to suppress the 

proceedings.

Suppressing the proceedings the bench said, “This case reveals a 

shocking state of affairs there is no dispute that the petitioners is a major 

and was at all relevant times a major. Hence she is free to marry anyone 

she likes or live with anyone she likes. There is no bar to an inter-caste 

marriages under the Hindu Marriage Act or any other law. Hence, we 

cannot see what offence was committed by the petitioner her husband or 

her husband’s relations.” 1!1

The scenario of honor killings of inter-caste married couples 

raises some questions in mind that are we developing in a real sense or 

misunderstanding this phenomenon? India is progressing towards science 

and technology, educationally, economically but what about the social 

sphere? What type of mentality do people have? How can they kill their 

own children, brothers and sisters, their caste men for the sake of caste? 

Is caste more important than a human being? The questions are left 

unanswered. Who have adopted the tenn “honor killing they need to 

indirectly directly intentionally unintentionally subscribe to the hidden 

casteist egoism? Is it not in line with ‘Sati’ which once it was conceived 

as sacred Act? All such non sense terms need to be rejected out rightly 

and the legal actions be initiated. Writers such as Marx and others since 

they contribute in instigating casteist emotions by using such terms 

‘honor killing’. The killers may claim anything, he may claim that it is 

his/or their religious rites or rights. Should it be allowed to present itself 

as pious act? No sensible man on earth says, yes.
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ii) Numerical figures of inter-caste marriage in Kolhapur :-

The number of inter-easte marriages are increasing. The 

numerical figures of inter-caste marriages are going upwards. First, it is 

important to know the total number of marriages which are registered. 

According to the information collected from marriage registration office, 

the marriages registered between January 2009 to December 2009 is 

1051,between January 2010 to December 2010 is 1156, between January'

2011 to December 2011 is 1314 and between January 2012 to December

2012 is 1389.

The inter-caste marriages are registered since 2010. These 

marriages are registered in Social Welfare Centre. The registration of 

inter-caste marriages started from February 2010 and the registration year 

starts from annual year i.e. from April to the next year’s March. The 

number of inter-caste marriages between the year from 1st Febmary 2010 

to 31st March 2011 is 120, between 1st April 2011 to 31st March 2012 is 

134, between 1st April 2012 to 31st December 2012 is 122.

If compared, the total number of marriages in 2010 is 1156 and 

between 2010-2011 inter-caste marriages is 120, the number of inter

caste marriages registered according to the criteria is 120 but there will be 

definitely some more inter-caste marriages. Respectively, in the 

consecutive years, 2011-2012 is 134 as compared to the total number of 

marriages is 1314, from April 2012 to December 2012 is 122.

iii) Inter-easte and inter-religious marriage Assistance centre :-

Inter-caste and inter-religious marriage assistance centre is the 

first centre in Kolhapur city. It works on a district level. This centre was 

inaugurated at ‘Shahu Smarak’ in Kolhapur city on dated 5th October 

2006. This centre was jointly started with Indian Women Federation, 

Superstition Eradication Committee and Workers Foundation. The
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secretaries of the centre are Girish Fonde and Dr.Megha Pansare. 

Dr.Megha Pansare is a professor working in Shivaji University, Kolhapur 

in the department of foreign languages. There are other members in the 

centre. The founder of the centre is Mr. Govind Pansare. The senior 

members of the centre are Madhav Bawge, Chandrakant Bhojane, 

Mrs.Tanuja Shipurkar.

The total number of marriages solemnized by the centre are 60 

up to 4th February 2013. The main objectives of the centre are to 

encourage inter-caste, inter-religious marriages, to assist the young males 

and females to marry, to arrange get togethers for interested young males 

and females for marriage, to provide protection to the couples from their 

family members in times of their opposition, to honour inter-caste 

married couples, to provide pre-marital and post marital counselling to 

the couples etc. The centre also provides protection for some period of 

time if there is extreme opposition by the family members. As a matter 

of fact, the centre guides the couple to send a legal notice to the family 

members to give them hints about the marriage and to legally handle the 

matter, before 30 days and after these 30 days. Interested couples get 

married by either if the couple is interested in registered marriage or by 

the Vedic marriage method or by registration of marriage in the court. If 

the marriage is solemnized by centre, the centre uses Satyashodhak 

method. This method does not consist of any religious performances like 

exchange of garlands ‘saptapadi,’ ‘haldi’, ‘mehendi’ etc. it is because 

centre does not believe in the extra wastage of finance and in this method 

the couple take oaths as they are in Saptapadi but not going around the 

sacred fire. When the marriage is solemnized some dignified social 

personalities are invited to provide social recognition and the friends and 

relatives, which are in favour also invited. There is an anchor who
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introduces the couple to the marriage oaths which are then taken by the 

couples.

When the couple first time visits the centre, they are given an 

application form which the couple has to fill in and sign. In the 

application form, there is name, address, telephone numbers/mobile 

numbers-mail ID,Occupation , occupational place , duration of 

acquaintance, whether married or not, if yes date of marriage, from 

where did they get information, their expectations from the centre and 

references.

The centre was started with the aim of enlightening the society 

for inter-caste marriages and to change the mentality of the society 

members. The centre works not only for giving assistance to inter-caste or 

inter-religious married couples but also registers their names and selects a 

partner for them keeping in mind the works of Shahu, Phule and 

Ambedkar. The centre works hard to attain its goals. The most important 

part is that the centre works without taking any fees. The centre is mostly 

funded by workers foundation.

‘Rajarshi Shahu Maharaja and Ambedkar initiated and enacted a 

law Tnter-caste and Inter-religious Marriage Act’ on 12th July 1919. At 

that time, especially women had to suffer for such marriages so, Shahu 

Maharaj made such marriages legal by passing the Act gave legal 

protection to such couples.

In 1918, Vitthalbhai Patel passed a bill for making inter-caste, 

marriages legal this bill was called ‘Patel Bill’ and spreaded like fire all 

over the country. This bill was criticized by Lokmanya Tilak, 

Shankaracharya, Pandit Madanmohan and was supported by 

Ravindranath Tagore, Yogi Arvind and Lala Lajpatrai at that time, Shahu 

Maharaj made the law and took actions stop for bringing social reform. 

Shahu maharaja did not stop here with only making laws but in his one of
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the speeches he said, “The nation’s progress is fast or slow is depended 

upon what speed the caste differences get for this, the caste difference 

should be destroyed and for that the different caste should have an inter 

relationship as agriculture transactions are improving, it is equally 

important that dealing with inter-caste marriages is very essential for this, 

legal difficulties should be minimized India is the only country where 

there is caste difference, no other country or in world or in this planet, 

this type of difference is seen. This is an age old disease of India and for 

breaking it we all have to unite.” (Pudhari, pg.2 dated 1/10/2006).

Shahu maharaja then married his own sister Chandraprabha Tai 

to shepherd community, Yashwantrao Holkar by convincing his father for 

such marriage and then he arranged 25 Maratha Dhangar inter-caste 

marriages but somewhat of the work was delayed because of his death but 

it was finally completed by Rajaram, his younger son. It is unimaginable 

what Shahu Maharaja must have gone through at that time but he 

succeeded in his work with great patience and valour.

Jotiba Phule and Savitribai Phule adopted son of Brahmin 

Kashibai, who gave birth after becoming widow without remarriage and 

this son was married to mali’s daughter. Even Dr.Ambedkar’s second 

wife was a Brahmin and he got Tnter-Caste Marriage Award.’

By the inspiration of these social reformers revolutionaries work, 

the centre was started. Now at present juncture the centre is doing a very 

good job by mentally preparing the couple for emotional blackmail, 

which is very essential at that time. But the centre has to face many 

problems like the torture of the parents, the threats of the couple parent’s, 

threat of police in this twenty first century too. Some difficulties of the 

centre were overcome by making the police then understand the work 

performed by the centre.
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