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CHAPTER=IV
CONCLUSTION

. ‘Mang' is one of the caste which has been included
in the Soheduled Castes 1list of 1976, in Haharashtra State, In
Mgharashtra among the 59 maln castos which have been included
ag Schedaled Castes the thres castees Mahar, Chambar and the
Mang are numorically dominant that is for 70% of the total.v
Soheduled Castes populaticon, according o the 1501 census of
Kolhapur District rural ares, the *'Echeduled Castes' population
constitutos 5,35 of the #otal rural populeticn, The NMang
population in Maharashtra is about 33% incomparison to Mahar
(35%) ard Chanbar (29} . &S per the iten No, 46 and 47 of the
amended Dot 1976 of the Scheduled Castes of Mahargohtra, there
are 9 other sube-gastes of Mang namely Matong, Minicadig,
Dankhnd Mang, Madashi, Maderi, Carudi, Redhe Mang, Mang Carodi
and Mang Garudi. Each sub-Caste 18 an endoganous and, therciore,
people from cone subegaste do not intere-marry the other cube

castes of Mang.

* In India after Indepcndence concentrated cfforts have
begh mada to improve the socio-cconoude and cducatickal status
of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes., Protective
diecrimination ig given to wmore than 1/3 (33%) of the total

population which is collcctively known as '‘Backward* Clasces.
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It 1s & be notad that 405 of the 'Backward Classes' belong
to the Scheduled Caste., Many developmental achemes and funds
are a2llotted for thelr uwliftment. Ibwever, the rate of
change or desired progross cannot be seon even after about

38 years of Indepemience. It is therefore, essentially to
Imow the coclal, eocnonic, religious aspects of the Scheduled
Castes and to understand thedr regponae towamds dovelopment,
It is with this objactive that ti';ce prescnt attitudinal study
of the Mang caste hes been dore.

Physicgl Type s

A Meng peroon of an gverage 45 5'.5" with a weak
built=-uvp, black in colour, vertical f£aced or long hesded, The
vomen, howover, are a little fair in cormplexion, The chiliren
are weak and poorly dressed and most of the time without any

clothes.

Main

[ ]

Jowar, Bajara, red chilly, dal, cte. are thedir main
food items, Rice io rarely eaten, M1k 48 also not uged much

on acceunt of their economic condltion.

Steieudes and Views s

The peoples attitudes towards marriage awe of boys
and girls indicates that the child marriages have decreased
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to a very great extent. Mo ¢hild marriages were cbeoerved,

it is also motewsrthy to note an urbanisation trond of
attitudo among the 8% regpondents uvho gave the marriage age
of girls a5 21 years and sbove. These peaople also showed a
preference and 1iking for clucation amd govermment or private
Joba., This again indicates attitudenal chabge among the

Manges

iAnter=Caste Rejatiohg ¢

Thelr relaticnaidp with the other castes are of
cordial nature. Thelr have not been aty serious instances of
£ights, betwecn the Mang and the other castes. Thelr
‘Balutedari' relations with the farmers in the villages asre
changing, Duc %o the inflvence of urban and industrial
espansion jn the noarby taluka and ddgtrick area of Xolhapaur,
the payments for their ropes and broem sticks are made in
cash rather then in kind. The concepts of ‘purity’ and
‘roliution' are also changing in the villages and the religion,
The 'Mang® are allotted to enter any village temple, This is
partly due to the great socisgl workers in Maharashtra like
B.Rs &mbhedkar, Mahatma Fhule and other people. Morxeowver in
Maharashtra hag also affcoted the traditional norms, custom

and values of the people.
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Segupation

Ap Karl Mark sald the cconomic factorsg or the economic
systen 18 very importapnt and influsnces the other subwgystems
1ike sotial, cultural, religious ad educaticnel. In the case
of Mangs thelr traditioval occupation of rope and broom stick
making (from the available raw material) ., 'Chayaszat' (a thomny
plant), hae pnot changed much. ID other words their cconomic
system remains more of less the same, As a result theiy life
style hes not changed much, However, thelr have been changes
in thely attitudes towards many new things like efucation, jobs,
dowry, child marriage, et

Banks, Village, Co-ope

rative
Sgeletd E

Some Families of Mangs have been convinced of the
importance of dovelopdng thelr cccupation and thelr income.
Fiva families from the two villages under study approached the
Bank of India Manoger and took @ loan of Re. 500/~ cach at
the rate of 4% per annum, with a8 subsidy of Rg, 85/«. These
familice heve been recunldar in thoir repeayment of monthly loan
instalments. I feel thot the &ther Mang familles should elso
be approached for developing thelr traditional occupaiion
rather than introducing new ogccupations.
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Worid View s

A Mang man thin{s only of 'today’ and ‘tomorrow'. He
seams ¢o be satisficd with whatever foecd and income ho gebs
for the day. 1In otheor words, though he 1s avare of the
goverments help programmes 1€ hes brought a ‘negative' change
in thelr attitude rather than a 'positive’ change. Thoy
expect that without doing anything the government should do
miracles like giving theo a house, & piece of land ghd money,
It is important &5 note here that more financizl help &s not
podng €0 bring develepment of the weaker soctions in India,
The development prograrres basicelly shouwld try to bring a
change in e 'way of thinking'. The development programmes
should be in line with thelr already existing occcupation,
family, eooponmy, naktural resscurces and other infra-structure.

Superstibicus Bellefs
gnd Reliaion i

Their health, econcmic and social life is hoavily
Inflvenced by super-natural beliefs and practices, any problem
ig explained by the anger of goddess like Yellamma, dnai,

Satl asara and gods like Khandoba and Bhaircba. They generally
scerifice a hen,or ocock or oot for doing away with the tovil’,
They alse approach tha local woman - priest who enters into
ttrance' on Tuesdays and Pridays and ansvwers the querics of
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the Mangs and other villagers. The Mang people try to~£ingd
solace from angwers for their probiems like sickness dishorea
and dysentry among children, jobs loss of milk among the
cows and buffaloes, financial loss, etc. This indleates that
more ‘irrationzl® thinking anid 'encrogsment* in the super-
natural 4s the main barrviéer for their ‘tortoise' rate of
progrees, Endogenous type of development, and Inter-personal
Comrunication and friendly approach should be taken for
bringing desired changes among them. Spoonfesding should not
ke done rathar programees shoudd txyl to motivate then towerds
Jeveloping their already existssiraditional cccupation.



