ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

While presenting the dissertation, I am very much bhappy to
acknowledge my teacher Dr. D. T. Shirke, whose 1inspiring
guidance, constant encouragement, unfailing patience and kind
cooperation at every stage enable me to complete the proposed

work.

I am grateful to Dr. R. N. Rattihalli, Head, Department of
Statistics, Shivaji University, Kolhapur, for providing me the

necessary facilities and valuable suggestions.

My gratitudes are also towards Dr. S. R. Kulkarni, Dr.
(Mrs.) H. V. Kulkarni and Mr. P. Y. Patil for their guidance and

cooperation.

I am thankful to all my friends in the dapartment for their

unforgetable company during the course.

I am indebted to my parents for their encouragement and

patience throughout my study.

Deparement of Statistics Shashibhushan B. Mahadik
Shivaji University
Kolhapur.

September, 1999.



