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~ Objectives. of the Su ey -
LT In a democratic state, people are the ultimate

repository of pblitiCai-power. They govern through their
represontatives, and representative democracy is basicallﬁ

a gGVQrgﬁémt by a party. Thers is a race among politicsl partiﬁs
Tor the capture of power. " Parliament is turned into-an aren;
le of the Ins and
Quts .M Parties»in opposition do not spare any ocpportunity to
play COwh the party in power, trade unions ez xploit the econe-
mic discqﬁteﬁt in the industrial pcpulatiUL,‘feligiDUS and
racial O?ganiza{ions'misuse the religious credulity of the
ople, socialist or communist organisations ‘magnify class
Oisbafities under cgpital jst‘deﬁocracy and _local parties

exaggerate local issves and sway local passions.

1+2 411 such organisations aspire assi iduously. to dislodg
thc,party in power and in tkws StIUg”lﬁ treat the people as
LhClT instrument., When the actions of the state are not compa4
tibie wiith the purposes of ‘the people; their direct interven-
tion and action bgcomé'impergtiVe. " When the mischiefs of

obedienge are greater than the mischiefs of disobedience.
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t thelr duty to resist the state." The play of
reason . in politics is often eclipsed by esmotions snd powerful
instincts. Conssquently, before constitutionel methods of

agitation and direct democratic devices are tried, edtra-consti-
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nal methods ane resorted to by people to right their

grievances.
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23 It is g trylsm Lhat SLUGFILQ are not passive spectators
but active oqu101paan in affairs political. They are at the root

ariably
o~

of .almost every political trouble. They are to be found inv
- ) X 1 s :
in the morchas, psocrssl\;ﬂs, demonstrations, StT‘_Ll{f‘S, hw;3 - \

=l )/ it SR bl i i fo
strikes, hartals, satyagrahas, pick Ptiﬂ&u, political movements,

c:ame—unian activities and eleac tionesring. Though they behsve in
S . . ey NS )
tiie most irresponsible manner, they have become a force, Gonge-

quently, their behaviouw hag been engaging the minds not only

of educationists but also of
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Unfortunately, the problsam of political 1 behaviour of students

1.4 With this view in mind, it.was decided to sample the

) -

political consciousness among college students.
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Politicgl Consciousness ", eludes any attempt af
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stherefore, ths OeSCTLn ]Qn of the factors whi
is necessitated.  The reﬂuiug habite will reveal: their knowledge
not only oif day-to-day habpeuin*s in the world but also of the
ideologies and programm@s.pursuad by parties. Their discussiong
and their atte ‘(ancé at mcetings:will disclose how far theﬁ aré
susceptible to matters political. Their membership of périies,

trade~unicns and student orgsnisations and participation in their

.activities will unravel their propensities and their involvement
in active ;olitics and thus prove their alignment. Their 1nte est
in electiocns snd electi loneering will also have a bearing on the
Same aspect. Some of th@’questiwns-in_the Questionnaire ave
designed to screen their political aptitudes and aspirations and
others will test their knowledge of national and internstional
matters. Bventually, all this will enable me to arrive at certain
generalisations regaECing their views through which I shall get

& measure of their political cprnsciousness.
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1.5 These are, in short, the most important objectives of

the present sample surmey. I do not profess .at all that the above

mentioned points embrace all the aspects of . political conscioug-
: : ; . ™

ness among college students., 411 the same, the zeneral nature eof

\

1.

thelr political consciousness should be intelligible, with the

4 1.

ype of questionnaire I have used.

Scope of the Survey

e The Survey does not comprise all students of Shivaji

University, Kolhapur..I have deliberately confined myself to

studentz of the post-graduate classes in Rejaram College. This
restriction wag preferred for had I surveyed sl
of the University,it viould have been a stupendous work, though
not insurmountable. fuv her, Kolhapur district has almost all
the cuafacteristics of other districts over which the University
has jurisdiction.and, hence, COH-'QGIJL on of all the students

would have been superfluous, The rural surroundings have bccﬂ

y represented ( -68+48% ) in the prescnt survey. The

CGegree-colleges in Kolhapur city could, therefore, be viewed as
fairly representative of all the colleges affiliated to Shivaji

University, and of its rurality and urbanity.

57 - The high school students are knowingly excluded from
¥ 75 O . -

the purview of -the survey, because they are very much in a for-
mative period and could, consequently, be irresponsible in their
views. They ar= too young to compreheﬂn political affgirs. 00179gﬁ

a4

students, on the other hand, could be taken as mature and Tespon-
gible in their views. Their opinieons, for that regson, would not

only be interesting but also have consideralle preﬁictive value.
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: etukcnua taking diploma cources in the"Polytechnic

Institute andg tYose of the §

M.T.T. ( B,Ed:.) College, are not
COVCfPU by the SUTVey. Students of the Polytechnic Instﬁfute -

cannet. be deemed college students in the strict sense of the =

Ol the understanding than undergraduates, On aecount of thege

ngs, the fi:dings.oi the survey will not be adversely

tered » systematic sample
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bGents from each clsss -of each college. The total

Questionnaire
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seven divisiocns to

71("‘,'."'," s Ny e nE s+ < 2 1 2 ""-- E 3 ‘ ;
obtalm conveniently the required information. hevertiieless, these

parts are not mutu&lly exclusive, though an attempt is made to

regerding a varticular aspedt.of the

ETOUD: £ ther questions

1 - ; s . 4
objectives. The guestlcnnaire furnishes possible alternativeg

anewers to most of the questiona. It cannot be claimed that they

w
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but.its perusel will show that theyv ars ’i

i

Tl The first portion of the ‘questicnnairs deal with

and incorporates: questions

regarcing the ipation and educ . of his guardians.

digpales el The ‘second geetion 'is concerned with his reading of

newspapers, periodicsls, pertforgans; party-literature and

2 7."“,_: R . . Rt 0 . g 4 .
1.13 fiis pafoc;gation il GlsCugsliins ¢ general and politieal



5
aha attending meetings: public meetin ngs and caste meetingss

and study- C7TC7”q are covered under part. three.

VA S e 3 . = ¥ : . . : e .
Tl - +he rourth aivision of the questionnaire deals with
the student!s membership of parties, trade-unicns and student
organizations ano his involvement in their activities. His

.

T e The fifth section: i devotéd to the considera 10n of

questions about his interest in clﬁctions.»nd c7cctlcnechng

re—epinionsTregereing—seeial
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gne _';g'.o.l_i:t—ie:;»i— -work., FH—saitse-stt Rt LN —puase his 501 litical
s e Lan occupational prefersnces, £F ehso a}Puwvb L
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e d 7 The last section is devised to learn ef his political

olleges covered under this survey.
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This frame was most complets and adequate. In 2all 911 or 25 % of

the students were covered by the survey. I had decided to have

a systematic sample with the help of the attendance registers
of the students.
.19 .- The questionnaire was finalised after it was tested on

a pllot sanmple of 20 students, four of whom were from each of the
five facvlties. My conversation with these students was so useful
that 1t enabled me tc remove some obscurities in the questionna-

S &

ire and conseguently I.incorporsted some of their apt suggestions
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1.20 ' Prior to the administration of the questionnaire, I
rTequestead prﬂncwpals of the colle es to make me available the
required number of the students of each class. My request wes

conceted by them rpvduly. The sihornts who wWere fcaui ed sto" £11l

-

-in the questionnazire hed no pﬂrVLouc intimation. In a day, with

the assistance of a professor, I used to administer theiquestio-

nnaire to the students of. one class only.

1018 Upon dis’cributiﬁg copies. of ths questionnaire to the
studente, I acquainted them, in short, with the nature of my
work arnd impressed on them the imp ortance of cn;weriﬂg qgestioné
fearlessly and without reservations. Besides the written promise
in the questiohnairc that the informstion furniéhed by the
students shell not be ncﬁ ersely used against them, I orice morér

to make them dauntless in the

I did not permit students to consult with each other. In case,

a2 student had ahy doubt about any question .or point, I used to

220 On an averaZe, a student spent an *rhour and a half

o

on the questionnsire. 41l the same, the time taken for filling

n the que L“UQHOWFC used to vary and consequently, students

e

‘returned the schedules not at a time. This gave me time To

immedistely look over the schedules and persuade them to aiswer

whatever questions were left unenswered . This -considerably

eliminated cases of non-response. It can confidently be ass serted

that, on the whole, the ressponse of the students was very warm

and encouraging.
1.23 ' Tn consideration of the deteriorating standard of

: . a . SR S 1 g} i '}....T“.
Wnglish, a Marathi version of the original English questilonnalre
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was issued to all the students.

24 1 began collecting the dota.in the first weck of
J

‘anuary, 1964 and complated it before 15th March, 1964.
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1.2

by the Gokhale Institute of Economics and Politics, Poona-4; in

-

the following: manner :

) < T . o i
4) CGoding s -Three ' card-types for
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Card Type 1 2 General information, reading newspapers

periodicals,party-organsy, party-literature and political-litera-

¢

ture. Discussions among friends and attending meetings ( 36 %o~

b
lumne J

Card Type 2 2 Membership of, sympathy for and parti-

cipation in the activities of parties, trade-unions, and student

o

organisations; voting and canvassing -at slections; and tenden-

cies noticed ‘in all elections ( 36 columns).

Card Type 3 = Occupational choice, preference for
political or/ social work, entrance in political life, political
aspirations, emotional integration of India, India's foreign

rolicy, political differences among nations, survival of poli-

-
‘..J

tical system, world unity, possibility of third world waz,

guarantee of world peace by U.N, ( 3€ columns ).

B) Punching :  The coded informstion wss transferred
to the pimch-cards in the usual manner. The punching wWork was

duly verifiea,

¢



C) Sorting = 4

sorter and tables
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following

were showh.

political consciousness was to be studied
view of faculty, sex, caste and place of origin,
scheme was adopted for the presentation of the

a) CGross-tables for faculty vs sex
Faculty includes 4rts, Science, Commerce, Law, 4
and Post-graduate class (Arts). The schedules of
students of Rajaram College, Gopal Krishna Gokhs
and Kirtl College were combined. Similarly the &
Science students of Rajaram Gollege and G.XK.G. C
put toegether.

b) Cross-tables for caste. vs place of
presented, separately.
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