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CHAPTER II

General Information
Introduction =

2.1 In order that we vrightly understand the students'
answers to the questions, it is necessary to collect some general
information about them before we come to assess thelr pelitical

consciousness.

This chapter giveﬂ the informgtion about the gstudents
included in the sample. The information covers various agpects:s
~Coeliege, Class, Sex, sge marital staﬁvsg place of origin,
rewiéential pl@ce in Kolnapur, financ;al pesition and eusto. It
alse gives Information abeout occupations and educational attain-

ments of the guardings of students.

Faculty and Sex

202 vTable No, 1 gives the distribution ef the sample
accerding io‘faeulty and gsex., It furnishes separate figures for
every faculty and in each faculty ﬁales and females are shewn
independently.-ﬂhier the caption, ® faculty ®, are shown:IArts,
Seience, Commerce, Lauﬁ Agrieulture and Pest-graduvate. Thias

pattern is maintained throughout the subsequent tables.

263 It is amazing that pressure on Arts and Seience facul-
ties, iﬁ spite of eother openings available, is still very heavj
as 73.67% of 911 students are claimed by them, It 1s evident

that ether faculties have not mueh of appeal to students er
perhaps their "marketing value"” has not yet shot up in the esteem

of students. A perusal of the percentages fer Aris and Selence
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Taculties shous that the percentage of Arts faculty ( 42,49 % )
is higher than the percentage of Sclence facﬁlty { 31.18% )
Though this 1is quite centrary te our usual expecfation, the
fact remains that Arts fgculty has been gt1ll successful in
ret;ining its title desplite keen competition. It may, hewever,
be stated that the higher percentage of Arts féculty may be
attributed to the fact that Kirti Cellege deoes net provide
sclence courses. It ig only Rajaram Cellege and Gepal Krishna
Gekhale Cellege which have courses in beth 4rts and Sciencee
Secondly; resirictive admissicns given te students are alse

respongible fer the lew percentage of Science faculty.

2.4 Next to.Qitsvan@ Science faculties, Commerce faculty
could attract 17.68 & of students. It ls ebvieus that the
commereial value af‘this faculty has net dawned upen the
students yet. The meagre percentage of Law students ( 2.,08% )
may be,VI think, ascribed te the dwindling ef 1litigations 1n
the court of law,>T9day, the bar has almest ceased to be a

land ef premisé te students. Though Agriculture faculty has
become a target of interest lately, it is patronised enly by
1,97 % of students. This is because Agriculture Coilege had
enly ene c¢lass 3 F.Y.BeSce at the time of this survey. Pest-
graduate studies de net appear te be rsted high as few students
(4,61% ) go in fer them.‘Uhier_this category, I ceuld appreach

Arts students ( M.A, Parts I and II ) enrolled in Rajaram

Cellége only.

2,5 Out of 911 students cevered by the survey, 83.5 % are

males and 16.5 % are females. This sheuws a wide gap. It 1s

regrettable that despite strenuous efferts te disseminate
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educatien among females, enly few ge in'for college educatlen,

The percentage of females should be an eye-epener and semething
conerete sheu;i be denevserieusly te popularise cellege educa-

tien among fémales. It would be a great gervice, if we have

paid attentien te this problem,

2.6 Arts faculty recelveg the biggest peréentagé of
females ( 72.67 % of the'lso Jo It'seéms the pépulﬁrity of Arts
faculty still centifiues unabated among females. The stiff
courses in gsclence, cemmerce ané agriculture could net 20;67 8
3.33 % and 0,67 ¢ of females respectively. Shall we say that
the celd legic of lgw 1g net cenducive te the femanine tempera-
mént, since there 1s ne gample frem Law faculty. The 2,67 % of
femgles fhat are pursuing ?astagraduate studies 1s negligeable,
This may be en acceunt ef the fact that a high percentage eof ‘
females getS‘married_bef@re they reach the pést-graduafe_stan—

dard.

2.7 It 1s astenishing that Arts faculty has still much of
appeal te the largeat percentage of males ( 36,53 % of the 761 »
males ), despite epenings available, This may be imputed te

restrictive admissions in ether faculties fer example Science

and Agriculture, Thus, a large numbértqf ualeé turns te Arts

_ faculty, Seience faculty has 33.24 % of maies en its rell, while
Cemmerce faculty is ebliged by 20,49 % ef malés.<1t may be neted
that the percentage of males deing pest-graduste studies (4,29 %
1s deuble than the pe:centages of males frem Law faculty_(2.49
% ) and Agriéulture faculty ( 2.23 % )o It 1s explicit that

males prefer post-graiﬁate gtudies te law atudles, after their

graduation.
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Plaee of Origin and Sex
28 ; Table Ne. 2 gives the distribution of the sample
accerding te place of erigin and sex. Of the 911 students,
51,81 % hail frem urban places, while 48,19 & eeme frem rural
areass Hew heartening it 1s that almest half the number ef atu-
dents have roots in mefussil areas. It-c@uld be reasened that
the value of higher education seems te have been felt by rural
peoeple, Further, it ceuld be said that a big peicentage of rural
students can be ascribed te the rural surreundings ef K@lhapur
city. Nevertheless, it may pertinently bé mentioned that the
_high percentage of urban students is due te the fact that 90,7 %

of females are city-dwellers,

2.9 The detail break-up of the table shews that eud ef 439
rural students, 96,81 %, and eof the 472 urkan students, 71.19 %
are maleg. It ia a matter of elatisn~that'the large percentage

of rural males taking higher education is a\éymbolie ef its
impertance being realised by them, Secondly, it may be peinted
eut that ample educatienal facilities have reached the grasse
roots of eur seciety. But 1t is very much disappeinting te nete
that eur ef 439 rural students, only 3.19 % females and of the
472 urban students 28,81 % females take te eollege educatiens On
the whele, the gituation is net at all.encouragin; besause few
females { 16.5 % ) avail themselves of cellege educatien. This

is speeiglly true ef the rural females. It i1s guperflueus te say
that eoilege eduegtion is net as much pepular ameng rursl females
as ameng rubﬁn females; foer it is primarily a seeial preblem.
Villagers do not.believe in giving secendary and higher edueatien
te females. Nay, they have taboeed 1t almest religleusly. It 1is
enly recently that mest ef them allew their daughters te eomplete
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thelr primary educatien, Mest ef the girls are married during
the scheoling peried eor immediately after the completion ef
primary educatlen. Hence, the preblem ef giving cellege aiucation

te females deoes net arise at alls In view of this, the parents

of the 3,19 % females frem rural areas deserve hearty cengratula~

tlense
Caste
gelo Under the category, " Caste " are ineerperate the

fellewing ¢ Brahmin and ether advanced castes, sueh as Saraswat,
C.KeP., et6.jJaing Gu:ja:s9 ete.; Gujarathi, Marwari,€indhi,
Pardeshl and Rajput; Maratha; Lingayat; Intermediate Hindus 3
Sali, Kasar, Keli, Lenari, Shimpi, Kumbhar, Nhavi, Senar, Burud,
Vaishya, and>Vanjari; Backward and Schedules Gasfes: Dhof, Mang,
Mahar and Harijanj; Nee Budhist, Muslims and Christians. Fer the
sake of sheer cenvenience Jain, Lingayat, Nae-budha, Muslim and

Christian are treated as ¢asteso

2.11 Table Nes 3 and 4 give the distributien ef males and
femgles respectively according to caste. Maratha males ecenstltute
the largest percentage of males ( 44,02 %, eut of 761 ). This is
becguse they are in thuming majerity in rural areas which are
the feeding eentresg for eollegéa in Koihapur city. Secondly,
even in Kelhapur city, there is a large number ef Maratha
families settled hefore-the Kelhapur State merged with Indian
Unien. 4 high percentage of Maratha-males presecuting cellege
edugation is verily praisewerthy. Next te Maratha males, there
085 f Brghman and ethers. This percéntaze, theugh lecks
eomparatively small, reveals the high degree of literacy in

thig elsss. The percentages of Jain males ( 7:36 % ) and
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Lingayat males ( 5,26 % ) appear, contrary te eur expectation,
some what'big but it may be h@ted that there 1s‘a;eomparatively
large number of Jain and Lingayat families in Kelhapur city as
well as in its surreunding areas. There are 5.78 % Backward

‘and scheduled castes males, and 0,13 % Neo Budhist males, These
low percentages are nething but a substantial proef that the
higher education has net Been_availed of much by these castes,
inlspite of the liberal educatienal cencessions effered te them
by the Gevernment, beth the present and the earlier State
G@vernm@hto Asg regarés Neo Budhist males, 1t may be said that
the foll@ééfs of Dr. Ambedkar do not séeénfo have embraced
Budhism universally, It may be observed that Gujar, ete. males
46 net appees to believe:in hither educutien wy thens e iBcid
mfrmales taking ecellege education. It 1s regrettable that
Intermediate Hindus seem te be indifferent tewards higher
education iespite eﬂﬁcafional faeilities made available te them,
this is clear from their meagre percentages 6.83 %. The small
percentages. of Muslim males ( 3,02 % ) and Christian males

( 1,31 % ) are attributable te their small number of families

in this regien. Of the mgle students; 1.05 %‘whe'prestmably

suffer from certain inhibitiens aveié mentiening their castes.

2,12  Of the 150 females, 62.67 %, the largest
percentage, are from Bfahman and other castes. This shews how
:hiﬁhér'eiucéti@n is most popuiar among them, Cellege education
attracts 20,67 % Maratha females., Obvieusly, it is net much
pepular among them. The percentage of Jain females ( 6,66 % )
ig indeed appreciable considering the tetal strength of Jalns
in this regien, The pesition eof female education ameng

Gujarsete, Lingayats, Intermediate Hindus, Muslims and
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Christians is disappointing, while in case of Backward and
Schedules castes, and Nee Budhists, it is supremely deplerable
because there is not g single girl geing te cellege from these
castes. It could be generalised quite confidently that higher
educafion does not find as much faveur with nen-Brahman and
other females as with Brshman and others females. In the
circumstances, attempts at the proliferation of college éducan
tion ameong females ether than Brahmans and ethers weuld be a

great service te soclety as s whole,

Financial Positien

2,13 Table Noo 5 giveg the distribution of males and
females according te their finaneisl pesition. In the aksence
of any means te know exactly the annugl incéme ef the guardlans
of students, I preferred three brosd categories of financial
_positiens: good, fair and poor., Further, it may be stated that
"students might be honestly ianerant of the actual inceme of :
- their guasrdians. Secanﬂiy, they might deliberstely mls-gstate
their 1néeme because ef the fear ef lwsing eiucational
‘concessionse These consi&erations welghed on my'mini in reserting
te the abeve mentioned pattern. Hewever, it can pesitively be
sald that gtudents can definitely feel and, therefore, sfate

whether they are financially goed, falr or poors

2,14 Out of 761 males,; 3.81 % and of the 150 females,
9,33 % have " good " financial peosition, It is explicit that
very few students have such a pesitien. This is very much
keeping with the faet that the percentage of the financially :
" sgod " 1s certainly meagre in eur gseciety., It is perceptible

that the percentage of females having " sood ® financial
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pesitien 1s higher than the‘pereentage of males. There are
6.83 % of males and 2.67 4 of females who are in the income
‘bracket of " poor ". The levw percentage of femgles cellaborates
the abeve mentioned percentage of the females having " good "
financial pesitien. It definitely indicates that females are
better off financially than males, The largest percentages eof
males { 89,36 % ) and females ( SSJX)% ) are drawn from the
middle class as they indlegte their financial positien as

¥ fair "Q.It means colleges. are mainlyr“feé" by the middle

clags in our secietVe
Age

2,15 Table Nose 6 and 7 give the distribution:of males

and females respectively according to age in complete years. It
can be seen ffom the tables that 11.3 % 6f males and 34.70% of
females‘are in the age-greup of 15-17. It means a large number
of females enters'callege comparatively earlier than males. The
largest percentage of males ( 50.85:% ) and females ( 52.€7 % )
are in the age-bracket of 18-20, as against this the age-group
of 21-23 has 27.20 % of males sné 9.33 % of femsles. Thus, the
biggest percentsges of males X 78.05 % ) and females ( 87.37 %)
aré within thé age of 18 te 23 and 15 te 20 respectively. It may
be-safely inferred that a large number of males enters college
at the age of 18 and completes its education by 23, while the
big number of females gets into college at the age of 15 and
finishes its education by 20. The disparity between the ages of

males and females is ascribable to the educational background

of students.



Marital Status

2.16 Pable No. 8 gives the distributien ef the samﬁle
according to marital status. &g expected, the percentége of
married students 1s almost negligible. Only 3.00 4 of males
and 1.3 % of females have requted as married. It is really
perplexing that the percentsge of married males is mere thén
the percentage of married females. It is underétanéable thatr
thé marriage age has shet up considerably; csiiege students
seem to be leoath to get inte matrimenlial alliance during

thelir cellege life.

Place of Residence in kolhapur

o e e cmra eemm—

2,17 Table Wos. 9 and 10 give the distributien of males

-an@ females regpectively according te the place of residence

in Kmlhapur city. Quite a big percengage of males ( 33.77 % )
lives in its home with parents. Rest ef the males seck accemmo-
dation at places mentioned below: Hostels run almest by everv '
caste provide ledging for 23.65% of-malese This 1s ene of the
fegtures of Kelhapur citys, Once it served the purpose of

iiffusing education te these who were denied.it, but presently

it has outlived its utility and is not in tune with demccratic :
principles. The meagre percentage of male students ( 8 14 % )
dwelling in their cellege hostels is indicative of the inadequa-
te accemmoiation facilities eoffered by 'qolleges in Kelhapur.
There are 7.25 % of males who stay with their'aeéommoiative.
relatives, while 3.28 % of males put up with loCal guardiansg
and 0.65 % of males manage to find bed space with seme patren.
Notulthstanding such facilities, 19.44 % of males are compelled
to seek'privéte adcemmedétion; It is.a matter éf admiratien

that 1.97 % of males come daily to their @elleggs frem
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Neighbeuring villages.

2,18 As expected, the highest percengage of females

( 82,66 %,)eut of 150 ) lives with its parents. Ten percent ef
females live with leocal guardians, while 2,66 % of them reside
with thelr relatives. One female reports that she is being
accommedated by a patron. There are 1.33 4 eof femgles who ceme
to their cellege daily from adjecent villages. It must be -
mentioned here that want of accommedation has forced 2.66 % of
females te seek private accommodlation. There is ne cass of
females‘staying either in college hestels or other heoatels.

Thig is hecause of the lack of accommedation in college hostels
and other hostels, except in that ef G.K.G. Cellege. In the end,
1t may be gald that with the establishment ef Shivaji University
here and the prespective increase ih the number of cellegea, the

need « fer lady's hestel is supremely genuine.
Guardians

2,19 _Generzl infermation about gtudents weuld be incemplete
without some kn@wledge of their guardimns. Hence, it was prepe-

sed to deal with eccupations and educgtional attainments of

their guardians.
Occupationg

2,20 It is a métter of happiness that even cellege educa-

tien has come within the reach of mest of students ewing toe the
educational concessions and facilities made available te them.

In the circuﬁstances, students from varieus walks ef life have

been enabled to receive their higher educatien. Consequently,

this invelves a falrly wide disparity of backgrcund. & In the
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light of this, eccupationagl backgreund of the guardians is

considered significant,

2ol = Table Nes. 11 and 12 deal with the eccupational
‘backgrouné of guardians actérdimg te sex. The highest percentage
of guardians ef males ( 45.867%, our of 76l ) is engaged in
farming. This is due te the rural surr@un&ings‘ef Kelhapur city.
Thus, the rural background of these students may explain, te
gome extent, thelr behavieur in cellege premises. Next te
farming, 17.35 % and 11.30 4 of the guardinas of males are in
Gevernment and'private services respectively, These percentages
are not that way high because Kolhapur is s district place
>where eppertunitics to enter inte'Government of private services
are not as many as in a city like Bembay. In Seuth Maharashtra,
Kolhapur city is an industrial and business centre, Censequently,
11,30 % of the guardians of males are occupled with industry

and business. This percentage should net be underrated in view
of the fact that Kelhapur is é district place. Only 1.30 % of
males have repeorted that their guardiens are ihdependent
prefegssionalss doctors, lawyers, artisté,vcentraétors,'engineers
and chartered accountants. This meagre pérCentage is in censona-
>7nce with the need of this place. The percentage of pensiocners is
2,36 4. There are 2.39% of the guardians of males whe are
well-te-do perscns living en their property; It may be nbted N
with interest that ene msle reports that his guardian 1s a
socle-poelitical worker by prefessien. This preofs ét once that
peeple do not take to soéio~political work as a professionf

1,97 % of males state that their guardians are in "ether"
professions which cemprise goldsmiths, tallers, fishermen,

writer, chambhar, burud, purehit, music director and labeurer.



- 20 =
It is obvieus that 2.49 4 of the guardians of msles are
engaged in mere than one veeatien., Mere than half of the
percentage of such gumrdians is engaged in farming, and trade
and business. On the whole, it may be said that a large number

of the guardinas of males is eccupied with farming, government

and private services, and trade and business.

2,22 Of the 150 females, 35.32 % and 21.32 % have reperted
that thelr guardinas are in government and private serﬁices
respectively. As expected, these percentages are high becguse
those 1s such services, being educated themselves, faveur |
female education. Therefore, they would 2lways send their
daughters to celleges for higher education. About 14.00 % of the
guardians of females are in itrade and business. This is appre-
ciable because businessmen seem to have realised, of late, the
significance of female education. It.is a matter of great
admiration that 11.33 % of the guardians engaged in farming

send their daughters to celleges. Independent prefessions could
claim 4.67 % of the guardians of females while the percentage of
the well-to-€e guardians of femsles is 6.66 %. Only 1.33 % of
the ‘guardinas of feﬁales are gsecio-peliticagl werkers ané the
pércentage of pensioners is also 1.33 %. There are 1.33 % of
femgles whe have reporfeﬁ that their guardiasns are busy with
mere than one vecation. It may be observed in the end that like
the guardians of males, the guardians of females toe are occupied

largely with farming, trade and business, and government and

private servicege.

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Educatienal Attainments .};l;%iﬁﬂ

203 It is superflueus to mention that the educatign?l
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background of a familv makes a vast difference in the upbringing
of the children. Students with educatienal heritage have alwavs

advantage over others whp lack it and this has far reaching

congequences upon thelr careerss

2.24  Table Nos 13 and 14 give the distribution of males

aﬁd females respectively acceording to educational attainments

of their gusrdimns. Out of 761 males, 82.92 % and of the 150
females, 98.66 £ have ieported that their suvardians are literate.
It means a large number of students has more or less literate
guardians but it may be sald in particular that almost all

females have literate guardians. It is obvieus that females

"have more educational heritage than males. This may expeund, te.

some extent, their behavious in college premises and outslde too.

2¢25 The detail composition of the tables reveals below
the educational attainments of the_guaréians of students. The
guardians of 3,33 % of malés and 0.66'%-0f ieﬂgles can only
sign their names, while the guardians of»éZ;éé-% of males and
-E;g% % of females can only reed and write. The nercentages of
males and females whose guaf@ians have completed their pfimary
educaiion are 92.98 % and 4.73 ¢ respectively as against this
there are 18.86 % of the guardians of males and 9.46 % of the
guardians of females who are non-matriculate. The percéntage v
of matriculate guasrdiasns of femsles ( 26.00 % ) is higher than
the peTCentégp of matriculate guardians of males ( 11.89‘%'),
while 6.81 % of males )anﬁ 14 .86 % of females state that thelr
guardians had had cellege educatlon but are net graduatesa

The percentage ofrgraduate guardians of females ( 29.73 £ )

ijs higher than the percentage of graduate guardians of males
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( 8.87 % ). Again, the percentage of the guardians of maleg

( 2,06 % ) having advanced education is less than the percentage -
of the guéréians of females ( 10,81 % ). It mgy be generalised

in conclusién that females have comparatively better educatienal
heritage than males. This factor largely explains the behavieur

pattern of males both within and without celleges.
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