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CHAPTER=V,

Membership, Sympathy and Participation.

Introduction:

s j | Political liberty is practically synonymous with de-
mocraéyo It authorises citizens to share in the expression
of the State's will and in the administration of its govern-
- ment., Democratic government means,,in practice, a represen=-
tative government, and a representative government is basi-
cally a party government. Party organisétion is a natural
and inevitable adjunct of government. Party has come to co-
ver the field and affect the working of politics. Thus, the
exercise of political liberty on the part of citizens is

‘tentamount to a participation in party affairs.

Hed This Chapter is planned to consider students' memberQ
ship of parties, trade unions; and students!' unions. An
attempt is made to screen their symﬁathies for them, and
also to reveal their participation in party activities.

This will elucidate their political alignments, and disclo-

se too their involvement in politics.

Membership of Party.

5.3 I have not méde any distinction between cadre parties,
devotee parties, and mass parties. The word 'party' is sy=-
'nonymous with mass party. The recruiting of members is a
fundamental activity, from both the political and fipancial
standpoints. Members are the very substance of a party, the
stuff of its activity. Without members, a party would be
like a .8chool without pupils. Parties untiringly strive to
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enroll maximum number of citizens as members, and use every
ounce of their energy and spérk of intelligence to gain
their sympathies, and persuade them to participate in their

manifold activities,

5.4 Table No.49 giveé the distribution of the sample ac-
cording to faculty and sex (malew). Active and passi&e
membership is also treated in this table;. Out of 761 males,
16.55%, and of the 150 females, 4.00% (Not shown in table)

are members of parties. It is quite explicit that parties,
in their bid to register maximum number of members, do not
spére student community. It is deplorable that they have
unscrupulously infiltrated in student community in order to
serve their pelifical designs. t appears that students,
at least some, fall prey to their winning ana vigorous pro-
'baga;néao it wéuld net be»presumptuous‘to say that parties
should conscientiously keep their hands off students in the
_large? interest of our infant democracy. A low percentage
of studeﬁt members is not contrary to usual éxperience be=
cause it is a common obsefvation that students are not mem-
bers of parties in large number. A meagre percentage of
female members is symbolic of their moderate interest in

party politics. It goes without saying that males have

comparatively more interest in party politics than females.

5 oD A detailed break-down of the table shows memberbhip
of males party-wise. I have considered below the percenta=-

ges of the members in the descending order. Out of the 126
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male and of the 6 female members (Not shown in table), hef' ‘g%

/.

high percentage of the males (50.,00%) and the females
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(33,33%) is member of the Congress party. This at once
parades how the Congress party is very popular among stu-
dents. It would not be-absurd to say that it is only the
Congress pérty that Commands the sizable backing of stu-
dents. Evidently, it is not as much popular among females
‘és among males. Next to the Congress party, the Samyukta
Maharashtra Samiti has 13.49% of the male members, and
16.66% of the female members on its roll. It is an .indis-
putable proof thatrstudent community is not insensitive to
burning problems of the day. It is alive to political
happeningse Obviously, it_is not‘a passive spectator but
an active parficipant in current affairs,_ It‘may be noted
that the Samiti has succeeded more in ifs appeal to femalés
than to males. The Peasants and Workers party rallies
round its banner 11,90% of the male members. It is appa-
rent that this party does not seem to enjoy the confidence
~of females, as not a single female reporté that she is é
member of it. It is interesting to note that the P.S.P.
lives more on the support of females than that of males.
It has 3.17% of the male members and 33.33% of the female
members., It is a surprise that the Socialist party does
not have any male member., All the same, it is obliged by
16,66% of the female members, It is superfluous to point
out that the Socialist party has a 'fair' support only.
It may be said that the Socialism of the P.S.P. and the
Socialist party does not seem to have a strong appeal to
students, The Jan Sangh is patronised by 6.34% of fhe male

members only. It has no female member. The Republican



party of India has 5.55% of the male members but has no
female member. It is a revelation that Napoleonic efforts
of the Communist party could net only 3,17% of the male
members. It has no female member. The Swatantra party is
favoured by 2.38% of the male members. It has no female
member. The Lal Nishan Gat fares miserably as it has 0,79%
of the male members. On the whole, non-response to this
question is almost negligible because only 1.58% of the
male members have not specified any party. In the end, it
may be observed that it is only the Congress party that is
very popular ahong'both males and females. The Socialist
pafty, the Hiﬁdu Mahasabha, and the Muslim League are de-
void of the patronage of any males; while the Communist
barty, the Jan Sangh, the Hindu Mahasabha, the Republican
party of India, the Peasants and Workers party,.the Lal Ni-
: shan Gat, and the Muslim League are ostracised by female
members. This unequivocally discloses the position of these
parties among both males and females. From the above ana-
lysis of party-wise membership it is broadly inferable that
Centralist parties: the Congress party, the P.S.P. and the
Socialist party, have the highest percentage of members
53.17% of the male members and 82.32% of the female members .
Leftist parties: the Communist party, the Republican party
of India, the Lal Nishan Gat, and the Peasants and Workers
party, have 21.41% of the male members only. Rightist par-
ties: the Jan Sangh and the Swatantra party, have 8.72% of
the male members only on their rolls. Thus, it is the Cen-

tralist parties which are most popular among both males and
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females. All the same, it may be pointed out that they are
more popular amoﬁg females. Both the leftis£ and rightist
partles appear to have been dlscredlted by females. It

would not be out of place if it is commented that there is
not much of damger from the rightist parties to our infant

democracy as from the leftist.

Membership: Active & Passive.

P

5.6 Only in mass parties there is any formal machinery ofu
enrolment, inclﬁding the signing of an undertaking and the

- payment of a.subscription.. In fact, two kinds of enrolment
can be distinguished: open and restxicted. I have not tre-
.ated thém as théy do not have relevance to our purpose.
Within parties four coﬁcenﬁric circles of participation'ex—
iSt: eIectors,_supporters, 'caucus=men', and militants;v Re-
lations bemwean theré ‘clrcles are not dﬂl*berately examined.
However, I have 'rea»od m111+an1s and suppoxr ters separately.
-Militants are ac tive members° tnsy constitute the nuc}eus of.
each party's basic- groups, on which its fundamental activi-
ties depend. The other'membérs who do no moré thaﬁ‘prbvide
a name for the register and a little money for the chest,
are passive members.

5.7 . Out of the 126 male members, 26.19% and 73.81%; -and
of the 6 female members, 16.66%-and 83.34% are active and
passiﬁé members respectively. Tt is needless to mention
that the percentage of active members is lower than the per-
4centage of passive members. With*n the branch, for example,
there is always to be found a small circle of‘members, mark-

edly different from thé mass, th regularly attend meetings,
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share in the spréading of the party's slogans, heip to orga-
nise its propaganda, and prepare its electoral campaigns.
It should be recorded that the percentage of active male mem-
bers (26.19%) is higher than the pércentage of active female
members (16.66%). It clearly means that males have more in-
terest in active politics than females. It is perceptible
that the P.S.P., the Socialist party, and the Communist party
do not'have active male members, In the remaining parties,
the number of passive members is consistently larger than the
numbex df active members. The Congress party has the largest
number of active male members (19). Out of 6 female members,
5 are‘passive.hembers and one who is an”active.member’belongs

to the Congress party.

5.8 ‘A faculty-wise consideration of the sample shows that
the highest percentage of the male members (28.95%)is from
ﬁhe'PostwgradUaﬁe Classes. It convincingly means that males
6f the Post-graduate classes have more interest in party po-
litics than their‘countérparis in other fééulties, It is
indeed a revelation that those prosecuting higher studies
relish party politics; hence, the charge that educated hadand
"espeéially_highly'educated people do not takeZ;olitics seems
to be empty. It is intriguing that males of the Law faculty
(21,05% of members) evince less intefest in party politics
than males of the Post=graduate classes and of the Arts fa-
culty (22.30% of the male members). The Commerce and Agri-
culture faculties have 17.94% and 17.64% of the male members

‘respectively. The lowest percentagejbf the male members is

from the Science faculty (7.11%). It means males of the
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Science faculty have least interest in party politics. This

may, I should believe, be attributed to their being primari-
ly career-minded.

It ic apparent that out of the 6 female members (Not

~shown in table), 5 belong to the Arts faculty, and one is

from the Commerce faculty. It goes without séying that fe-
males of the Arts faculty have more intérest in party poli=-
tics than females of other fa€ulties. It is plain that fema-
les of the Science and Agriculture faculties and of the Post-
graduate classes are not memberé of any party. It is, there-
fore, inferable that they do not seem to have interest in

party politics.

5.9 Table No.30 gives the distribution of the sample ac-

cording to place of origin and caste. OQut of 439 rural stu-

dents, 18.45% and of the 472 urban students, 10,38% are mem-
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“How clear it is that rural students evince
more interest in party politicé_than urban students. This

is indeed astounding because cities are supposea to be the
centres of party activitie#. They appear;to have ceased to
stimulaté students to participate in party poiitiés. It may
be said tnat party politics has changed the venue of its ac-
tivities. Rural areas seem to have become the target of
party attention. '

A further examination of the table shows that the per-
centage of the active members (30,60%) from urban places is
higher than the percentage of the active members (23.37%) |
from fural areas. Naturally, the percentage of the passive

members (76.26%) from rural areas is higher than the percen-
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_tage of the passive members (69.36%) frbm urbén places. It
may be observed that thougﬁ'some students are members of
parties, a large number of them from both rural and urban
places can-not afford to be active members; they remain
cdntent with being.pésSive members only.

5,10 A castewise treatment of the table demonstrates that
some students of evéry caste from rural and urban places are
members of parties. Thus, membership of parties is not mark-

edly governed by the caste of students. It means party poli-

a1

tics is a grazing ground for all. It is not the monopoly Qf_
any one caste.  All the same, it must be placed,on record
that a Neo=-Buddhist student from rural areas, and‘Gujars, etc.
from urban places report.that’th@y are not members of any
party. The case of a Neo-Buddhist student is pefuliar one
for he appéarsrto be politically non-aligned.” Gujars, etc.
from urban places do not seem to have interest in party po-
litics., It is observable that the percentages of rural mem-
bers from every caste are almost consisfently higher than the-
percentages of urban members from-every caste. It could be
said that sﬁudents of every caste from rural areas arermore'
interested in party_poliiics than students 6f every caste
from urban places.;_It is unequivocally plain that the low-
est percentage of members is from Brahmins and others: 7.04%
of the rural_members and 6,89% of the urban members. It may
be generalised that Brahmins»and othersappear to have Jeast
‘interest in'party politics; or it may be said that they are
gradually retreating fiom party politics; and 'the powerxr
‘vaégm' is being occupied by the non=Brahmins and ofhers as

is obvious from their comparatively higher percentages.
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_Further, it may bé pointed out in particular that tﬁé percén—r
fages.of Braﬁmins and other from both_andﬁrural énd urban

- places are lower than the percehtages of Marafhasvfrom both
“rural (20.89%) and urban (11.51%) areas. It evidently means
that Marathas have more interest in party ﬁolitigs than'Brahf
mins and others. In the end, it is'encouraging to observe
thaf the percentages of members of the minority communities
from both rural and urban areas: Jains,_Lihgayats, Backwards
and Scheduled Castes, Muslims, and Christians are fairly‘high.
It is a matter of pride that {hey do not suffer from -any inhi-
bitions but dauntlessly associate themselves with party'poliu
tics. Indian democracy deserves warm compliments for this

- phenomenal developrﬁento ‘

Sedl Table No,SL.deals with party-wise membership of stu-
dents from both rural and urban places. I have considered
below the percentages of students in the descending order.
OQut of the 8l rural members, and of the 49 urban members the
highest percentagé of members - 51.87% of thebrurai members
and 46,94% of the urban members - belongs to the Congress
party. This discovers the.top popularity of the Congress
party among students. However, it mﬁst be mentioned that it
is not as much popular among urban students as amongvrural
students. It means policies of the Congress part? are better
appreciated by rural students than by urban students. The
Peasants and Workers party attracts more members from rural
areas (16.05%) than from urban places (4.08%). It may be
concluded that this party is not popular among urban students
to the extent to which it is among rural students. It may,

further, be inferred that this party seems to appeal only to
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Deasants, and workers from rural areas. It obvisously means
it ]ives largely on the support of rural p1aces. The Sam-
yukta Maharashtra Samit 1 has 9.88% of rural members and
20,414 of urban students on its roll. Evidently, the Samiti
was actively responded by both rural as well as urban stue-
dents. But it is épparently not as much popular.among‘rural
students as among urban students. ‘It may be said that urban
students are more susceptible to burning problems; and there-

by, more appreciative of the stance of the Samiti than rural

students; or activities of the Samiti seem to have been con-

fined mainly to urban places. = The Republican party of India

seems to live principally on the support of rural students aé
% Raei B.645% of the rural members only. It appears that this

party does not enjoy the conf fidence of its urban followers.
It is worth noting that the Jan Sangh has more members from
rural areas (7.41%) than from urban places (4,08%). Evident-.
ly it 15 moTe popular émong rural students than among:urban
students. The P.S.P. is obliged by 1.,23% of the rural.mem~

bers and 8.16% of the urban members, It obviously means that

it is more popular among urban students than among rural stu-

dents., As is observable that the Commun:st Party appeals
more to urban dwellers than to rural peoplea This is borne
out from the membership it has from rural (1,23%) and urban
(6.12%) places. The Swafantra party has 1.23% of the rural
members and 4.08% of the urban members. Clearly, it is more
popular among‘urban areas than among rural places. It is
interesting to notice that the Socialist party has 4.08% of
the urban members only, It means it is not in the good books

of rural members. The Lal Nishan Gat has 1.23% of the rural
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members only, in spite of the fact that its activities are
largely restricted to>urban places. The Hindu Mahasabkha does
not have any member from rural as well as urban places. 1In
the overall context, it may be observed that Centralist par-
ties: the Congress party, the P.S.P. and the Socialist party
have the highest percentage of members from both rural
(53.10%) and urban (59.18%) places. This at once 'indicates
their top-most popularity among students. However, they are
more popular amohg urban studeﬁts than among rural students.
Leftist parties: the Communist party, the Lal Nishan Gat,

the Peasants .and Workers party and the Republican party of
India have been patronised by 27.15% of the rural members and
10,20 of the urban members. How convincing it is that they
are more popular among rural students than among urban stu-
dents! It may be said that leftist parties are trying to
turn rural areas into another breeding grcuﬁd. Righfist par-
ties: the Jan Sangh,rthe Hindu Mahasabha, theVSwatantrévparty
and the Muslim League have attracted 8.64% of the rural mem-
bers and 8.16% of the urban members. It is épparenf that
they are almost as much popular aﬁong rural students as among
urban studehts. On the whole, their performance is miserable
in both rural as well as urban areas.

Reascons for Membership.

5.12 It would be instructive to study the reasons that have
prompted 16.55% of males and 4.00% of females to enrol them-
selves as party members. In all, I have offered nine reasons
to students: personal benefit, suggested‘by elders, persuaded
by friends, forced by party, attracted by party programme, to
get job in future, influenced by the personality of the lea-
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ders in party, Bocial work, and other. It may be mentioned
that the reasons for active and passive membership are nét
considered separately, and the reasons advanced byZ;;le and
female members are not shown in the table.
5,13 Out of the 124 male members and of the 6 female mem-
bers the highest percentage of the males (63.71%) and the
females (50,00%) has become member because of the 'party
programme®, This immediately demonstrates'that the majorityv
of students value party programme more than anything else.
It means the first and foremost factor that weighs upoh the
minds of students is party programme. It is indeed commen-
dable that the large number of students do bother party pro-
grammes before registering themselves as members. This,
further, indicates that the majority of students are in the
know of party programmes and are not markedly influenced by
the persanality of leaders. This obviously means that they
do not suffer from the sheep-mentality or personality cult.
Plainly, females are not as much motivated by the considera-
tion of party programme as males. It is interesting and in-
structive to place on the record that 54.84% of the male and
33,33% of the female members.have-been party members in ‘
order to do 'Social Work'. These students have identified
social work with party work, and seem to be under the imp-
ression that b? associating themselves with parties, they
could be more useful to society., It may be inferred that
party activitiés have come to occupy the whole of our life,
as social work and party affairs are made inseparable by
them. However, this fusion should be deprecated, and the

unholy alliance of social work and party activities should
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. be divorced in the larger interest of sociéty.‘ Obviously,
females do not believe as much in social work as males. It

is clearly perceptible that 23.38% of the male and 16.66%

of the female membexé have régistered_themselves‘as members
on account of the 'influence of the personalify of leaders’.
This unequivocally reveals that'ihe‘personality of leaders
matters éonsiderably in politics, However, it may be said
that joining‘party sheer by the influence of the personality
of leaders is not at all encouraging, and, in the long run,
this would deteriorate the health of democracy. It is a
pleasant surprise that the personality of leaders hypnotizes
more males than»females, The primary consideration of 7.25%
of the male members in joining parties is the ‘personal bene-
fit'. It is ‘inferable that the association with party brings
in some persoﬁal gains. It is unfdrtunate that parties are
made a means impolitically to yield peréonal gains. Thus it
is deducible that‘paity politics is turned intq a iucrative
profession by some. On whatever scale it is practised, it is
undoubtedly deprecatory. Fﬁrther,_it would not create devoted
#artyrworkers but the €Commercial army of self-seekers which
would eventually imperil democracy. It is striking to note
in this context that 4.83% of the male members report that
they have enrolled themselves as party members in order to
"secure service in future", Obviously; these students have
the impression that the associationsg with parties will enable
them to get job in future., If this is the case, it should be
denounced and renounced otherwise it would demoralise and
debilitate the public administration in the long run, and

people would come to distrust and discard Public Service Com-
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missions. At the same time, it must be regretted that par-
ties stoop very low to attract members in this fashion.
4,03% of the male members state that they are ‘'persuaded into
becoming party members by their friends'. It means politi-
caily indoctrinated students can prevail on their friends,
and eventually help raise the membership of their party, or
it may be. remarked that the docility of some students can be
exploited by some politic friends. It is very much disgust-
ing and discouraging that 3.22% of the male members are simp-
ly 'forced to join parti°s'a This is another instance of how
partles could unscrupulously stoep to ‘conguer* members.

This anti-democratic practice should be stamped out once for
all, It is worth noting that 2.41% of the male members con=
fess that they have become party members ®at the suggestion
of their elders’ who seem to be politically aligned and awake,
and, therefore, desire that their wards should too follow
their politicai creed! Thus, in case of some students, poli-
tics begins at home.

Reasons For Non-Membership.

5.14 It would be very much in the fitness of things to in-
Qestigate the reasons that have dissuaded 83.43% of males and
96.,00% of females from registering themselves as party members.
I have presented eleven reasons to students: lack of time,
elders not permitting, friends not members, dislike for party
regimentation, minor, fear of being branded as party man,

fear of not getting government service, no attempts on the
part of parties to make ‘members, belief in non-party politics,

‘disbelief in democracy and other.
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3.15 Table No.52 gives the distribution of the reasons for
non-membership according to sex. I have treated below the
percentages of males and females in the descending order.

Out of the 637 male nonwmembers; and of the 144 female‘non-‘
members the highest percentage of the males (42.54%) and the
females (57.,64%) has refused to become party member because
they 'dislike party regimentation'. It clearly means that
they refuse to give up their personal independence., It is a
matter of pride and pleasure that they highly prize their in-
dividuality and by therefore refuse to enter the ranks of a
party. Further, it must be placed on reca-.rd that they are
aware of regimentation in a party. It is a strongly held
view among educated people that party regimentation is detri-
mental to individuvality. There, may, however, be some who be-
ing intoxicaﬁédg‘as it were with the community spirit, throw
themselves body and soul into collective action with a fren-
zied abandonment of individuality, which itself is an evidence
of both a marked degree of mental instability and a certain
desire for moral masochism. It is interesﬁing.to observe that
females va]ue their 1nm1v1dua11ty more than males. It is
worth noting that 34.22% of the male: and 31 25p of the female
noh—members state that they are not members because of 'lack of
time®', They seem to be conscientious studénts as eﬁtering the
ranks ofupaity would prevént them from dedibating to their
studies. This cexrtainly does not meahi;;ey do not believe in
“party politics. I:should say that they desire to remain out-
side the real party community as they may consider their

tprofession' incompatible with any over-rigorous commitment.,

Males are more particular‘about‘this than females. 29.91% of
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the male and 22.22% of the female non-members express their
regret that. thpy are not party members because of their "m:no-
rity”. Tt obv1ou:ly means that in the heart of haarts there
is a deSLre to become party members on the part of those stue
‘dentss However, it must be said that what has actually come
in their way, of enrolling as party members is essentially a
lack of general knowledge because minority 1s not considered
scrupulously as a barrier to enter the ranks of party. This
is more true of males than females. There are 11.30% of the
male and'&°l7% of +he female non-membarc who are not members
becaus& tnny “belﬁeve in non»pavty pollﬁlcs" Abparently;
they have come to distrust par*y polltlcs, hence they w switch.
over to "paruyless“,polltlcs, It is inferable that the pre-
sent party politics has nauseated these students. Therefore,
they have uneguivocally expressed'théir "no-confidence" in
party politics; hence they have turned their back on it.
Méles have more such experience than females., 8.00% of the
male and 11.80% of the female non-members are "not- permitted
by their elders" to become party members. Naturally, these
elders may bekonsidered as pdlitically neutral, or it may be
said that they have some unpleasant experience of party poli-
tics; therefore, they do not suffer their wards to join party.
A It is quite natural that the percentage of female non-members
is higher than that of male non-members because females are
always imposed more societal tabooes than males. Political
immaturity becomes crystal clear when 6.12% of the male and
10.42% of the female non-members report irresponsibly that
they are not members because their "friends are not members”.
By the by, it is worth commenting that friendship does influ-
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~ ence fhe poiitical behaviour of some to some extent, This is
more true of females than males. It appears to be the exéerien~
ce of 6.12% of the male and 0.61% of the female non-members
that the membership of party caﬁses harm and hardship; hence
they do not register as party members "for fear of being bran-
ded as party man". This ié indeed deplbrable that the associa-
tion with certain party should becéme a handicap, and a Cause
for fright. On the other hand, it must be.stated confidently
that Indian Constitution authorises citizens not'ohly to cons-
titute associations but also to associate with them., Males are
more afraid of being branded as party men than females. It is
curious that 4.08% of the male and 0.69% of the female non=
members accuse parties of "their failure to enrol them as par-

|
\

ty members”, It distinctly means that these males and females
Qould have registefed as party members had the parties made
serious attempts; Apparently, they believe in party poiiticsA
but @appéar to be conceited as they long for being soliéitéd
by partiesah Males suffer more from this complex than females.
There are 3.45% of the male énd 0,69 of the female non-members
who are indisputably careei~minded as they state that "party
membership would come in their way of getting public service in
future”, This is an illustration of how some students are par-
ticular to get into civil service. It is deducible that they
are not against party politics but they keep aloof from it in
order that their chances to get into public office should nof
be marred, As expected, females are not as much career-minded
as males. 2.66% of the male and 2,78% of the female non-mem-

bers have expressed their "disbelief in democracy"; therefore,

they refuse to be party members. Democratically, these stu-
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dents should be-incﬁicéted in the values of democracy and
especially of party democracyvin comparison with other sys-
tems of government. There is no marked difference between
the peicenfages'of male nonaméhbers and female non-members.,
It may be observed in the end that tﬁe large number of males
and females are not members because of "lack of time", "dis-v
like for party regimentation", and "minority“. Further, in
Ayt -

the overall context, one is led to g eneralise that the rea-
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sons. gavancea by the non-members are not insurmountables
~therefore, it would not be 1ncnngruouu to maintain that had
the difficulties mentioned above by non-members been removed,
they would have entered che ranks of party. Thus, the stu-
dents are not opposed to party membership on principle. k

'Svmpathy For Party.

B 16'. Cltlzens may or may not be membaro of a party but they
may have qympatny for a certain party. The sympathlsers are
someth:ng more than eleCLors ‘and something less than members.r‘
lee eleCtors, they give the party their votes, but they do
not limit themselves to that alone. They are in agreement
with thg party; they show ﬁhéir political'preferences. How=-
éver, their relationship withithe pérty.have-not been conce-
crated b§ the official and formal bonds of a signed underta-
king and a regular sﬁbscriptidn. It was considered very much
pertinent to tap the political sympathies of students in or-
der to discover whether they afe politically neutral or alert.
Further, this woﬁld also spotlight their political inclina-

tions.

5,17 Table Nos.33 and 54 give the distribution of the sample
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according to sex and faculty. Out of the 761 males, 81.47%
and of the 150 females, 66.03% have sympathies for parties.
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convincing to maintain that they are conversant with party
ideologies and programmes; otherwise they would not have been

to indicate their sympathies for parties., Obvi-
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ously, they have the necessary political know-how to extend
their sympathies to political parties., A comparatively lower
percentage of females is demonstrative ¢f their moderate inte~
’ :

est in party affairs.

5.18 A close examination of the tables reveals thab out ofthe
620 male sympathisers, 29.68% and 70.32%; and of the 99 fema-
les sympathisers, 61.62% and 38.38%, have sympathies for one
party and for more than one party reépectively. Sympathy foxr
more than one party is no surprise at all because in our coun-
try there are more than one rightist, centralist, and leftist
party; hence sympathies of these students for more than one
party should not be viewed as symbolic of their political im-
maturity and ignorance. All the same, it would not be presum-
ptuous to hope that sympathies of 70.32% of the male and
38.38% of the female sympathisers would be definitized before
long for one party. It is evident that sympathies of 29.68%
of the male and 61.62% of the female sympathisers have been po-
sitively crystallised for one party. Being resolutely aligned
with and loyal to one party, these males and females do not en-
tertain preferential considerations for more than one party.
They have come to like and love one and only one party. It is

striking that sympathies of females are more definitized for
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_bone party than sympathies of males, This‘may be attributed

to their unflinching faithfulnesé to "one party". ‘
5.19 A detailed bresk-up of the tables shows sympathies of
males and females for one party. I have considered below
ﬁheii percentages in the descending oxder. Out of the 184
male and of the 61 female sympathisers for one party the
highest percentage of the males (51.63%) and the feﬁales
(52.45%) has sympathy for the Congresé party., This at once
and indubitably discloses thé top-most popﬁlarity of the Con=
gress_parﬁyrameﬁg students. The Bocialism of the Congress
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seems to_have a strong appeal to student community. It
is ﬁlain that it islslightly more popular among females than

- among males. It may be noted witﬁ interest that the Samyukta
vMaharashtra Samiti enjoys sympathies of 11.95% of the male
and 24.58% of the female syﬁpathisefs. This éignifies how
the student community is alive to burning iséues. It ié need-
less to mention that the Samyukta Maharasﬁtra Sam Movement_is‘
more appreciated and'respanded to b§ females than males. The
P.S.P, attracts the sympathies of B.15% of the male ef and
1.64% of the female sympathisers. Evidently the P.S.P. is
more popular among males than among females. The Communist
party has sympathiesiof'5,98% of the male and 3.28% of the
female sympathisers. It is astonishing that this party has
bdth'meagre number of memberw and sympatﬁisers, considering
its dynamic appeal to indiscreef youth., Apparently, it is
‘mbre liked by males than by females. The Peasants and Workers
party could attract 5.98% of the male and 8.20% of the female
sympathisers. It is pleasant that the Peasants and Workers

party enjoyé sympathies of females more than that of males.
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All the same, it may be said, that the Peasants and Workers
party gets only the sympathies of females, but not their
membership. There are 5.43% of the male and 3.28% of the
female sympathisers who extend their sympathies to the Jan
Sangh, Evidently, it is preferred more by males than by fe-
males, It would not be But of place if it is disclosed that
not a single female has entered the ranks of the Jan Sangh.
The Socialist party arretts the sympathies of 4.35% of the
male and 3.28% of the female sympathisers. It should be a
‘matter of pleasure for the Socialist party that if it Ras no.
male member, it has at least, male sympathisers. Thus, in
matters of sympathies, the Socialist party wins the confiden=-
ce of males more than that of females., The Swatantra party
attracts the sympathies of 1.63% of the male sympathisers
only. It is convincing that this party has miserably failed
in its appeal to females for none of them has sympathies for
it. It is distinctly noticeable that the Republican party of
India has 1.08% of the male sympathisers only. The Hindu
Mahasabha and the Lal Nishan Gat have 0.54% of the only male
sympathisers each; while the Hindu Mahasabha has 3.28% of the
female sympathisers. The Lal Nishan Gat has none. It is
quite conspicuous that the Muslim League does not have sympa-
thies of either males or females. In the overall context, it
is discernible that number of the male sympathisers for one
party broadly corresponds to the number of party members.
Centralist parties: the Congress.party, the P.S.P. and the
S.P. have sympathies of the highest percentage of male (64.13%)
and female (57.37%) Sympathisers. Leftist parties: the Com-
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munist party, thé Republican party of India, the Peasants

and Workers party, and the Lal Nishan Gat enjoy sympathies

of 13.58% of the male and 11.48% of the female sympathisers.
Rightist parties: the Jan Sangh, the Hindu Mahasabha, and the
Swatantra party get sympathies of 7.60% of the male and 6.56%
of the female sympathisers. It is superfluous to point out
that only the @Qentralist parties are popular among the majo-
rity of students. It is evident that even in the matter of
sympathies both rightist and leftist parties fare badly, and
especially the rightist parties. The consistantly lower per-
centages of females demonstrate that they are not as much
sympathetic towaxrds party politics as males. It may be ob-
served in the end that rightist and leftist parties do not
pose a danger to Indian democracy, at least presently.

5.20 A faculty-wise treatment of the sample shows that the
highest percentage of the male sympathisers is from the Post-
graduate classes (98.68%). How clear it is that the males of
the Post-graduate classes have moré interest in party affairs
than their counterparts in other faculties. It is gratifying
that those prosecuting higher studies are politically alive
and alert. Next to the Post-graduate classes the males of the
Law faculty (84.16%) have sympathies for parties. It is in-
teresting to record that the males of the Law faculty have
less interest in party affairs than the males of the Posg-
graduate-classes. The males of the Arts faculty (82.87%),
and the Commerce faculty (82.69%) seem almost unanimous in
their sympathies for parties. The percentage of the male

sympathisers from the Science faculty is 77.85%. It shows
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their comparatively moderate interest in party politics. The
lowest percentage of the male sympathisers (76.44%) is from
the Agriculture faculty, This obviously indicates their com-
paratively least interest in party affairs but it may be re-
marked that their moderate interest in party politics may be
attributed to their age; after all they are the students of
the First Year B.Sc. Agriculture.

In respect of females, it is explicit that the percen-
tages of the female sympathisers from the Arts and Science
faculties and the Post-graduate classes are lower than the
percentages of the male sympathisers from these faculties;
while the percentages of the female sympathisers of the Com-
merce and Agriculture faculties are higher than the percen-
tages of the male sympathisers from these-faculties but the
number of the females in these faculties is so meagre that
their percentages should not be compared with those of the
males of these faculties. Therefore, it may be observed that
males of every faculty have more sympathies for parties than
females of every faculty. It follows from this that males
from every faculty, are politically more alert and alive
than females of every faculty. I

It is noticeable that the percentage of the female sym-
pathisers (75.00%) from the Post-graduate classes is higher
than the percentages of the female sympathisers from the Axrts
(66.97%) and Science (54.91%) faculties, It is needless to
mention that cent per cent of the females of the Commerce and
Agriculture faculties have sympathies for parties. The low-

est percentage of the female sympathisers from the Science
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faculty may be ascribed to their moderate interest in party
politics.,

In the end, two observations can be made; first, the
Congress party alone gets sympathies of almost largest num-
ber of males and females from every faculty, and, secondly,
sympathies for parties are not markedly governed by faculty
as is obvious from the considerably highgw percentages of

sympathisers from every faculty.

De2l Table Nos.55 and 536 give the distribution of the sam-
ple according to plaée of origin and caste. Out of 439 rural
students 85.20% and of the 472 urban students, 73.10% have
sympathies for parties. How encouraging and explicit it is
that the majority of rural and urban students do extend theif
sympathies to parties. It obviously means that they are in

the know of party positions; otherwise, they would not have
been in position to express their sympathies for parties.
Secondly, it may be said that they are alive to party politics.
It goes without saying that the higher percentage of rural stu-
dents may be attributed to their polifical interest and know=
ledge. This is indeed startling that even in respect of sympa-
thies, the percentage of rural students is higher than that of
urban students. One is, therefore, driven to infer that the
political interest of urban students is gradually on the wane;
while that of rural students is on the increase. This phenome-
non may largely explain the transfer of political scene from

urban places to rural areas.

5.22 A close scrutiny of the tables discloses that out of

the 374 rural sympathisers, 27.27% and 72,73%; and of the 345
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urban sympathisers, 41.45% and 58.55% have sympathies for one
party, and for more than one party respectively. It is seen
sympathies of 27.27% of the rural sympathisers, and 41.,45% of
the urban sympathisers have been decidedly definitized for
one party. It means these students owe allegiance to one
party, and they do not have preferential considerationsg for
more than one party. All the same, it must be mentioned that
this decisiveness is to be found more among urban students

than among rural students.

5.23 A detailed break-down of the tables reveals sympathies
of rural and urban students for one party. I havé treated
below the percentages of the rural and the urban sympathisers
in the descending order. Out of the 102 rural and of the 143
sympathisers for one party the highest percentage of_ rural
(57.84%) and urban (47.55%) Bm sympathisers have sympathies
for the Congress party. This instantly parades how the Cong-
ress party alone is at the pinnacle of its popularity among
both rural as well as urban students. However, it may be pla-
ced on record that the Congress 'party is more popular among
rural students than among urban students. It is undoubtedly
instructive to know that the Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti at-
tracts sympathies of urban students (20.28%) more than that of
rural students (7.84%). Thus, it may be inferred that the de-
mand of the Samiti could not command the sympathies of rural
areas to the extent of sympathies of urban places; or it may
be remarked that the stand of the Samiti is not as much under-
stood and appreciated by rﬁral plaf¢es as by urbah areas. 1In

any case it may be generalised that rural areas are not totally
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indifferent towards the burning issues of the day. The
Peasants and Workers party attracts sympathies of more
rural students (8,82%) than urban students (4.89%). This
explicitly means {hat its appeal is better felt by rural
students than by urban students; it may be said that the
activities of the party seem to have primarily confined to
rural areas, The P,S.P. gets sympathies of 7.84% of the
rural sympathisers and 5.59% of the urban sympathisers.
Thils, it enjoys the confidence of rural students more than
that of urban students. Further, it may be inferred that
this party appears to have been striving to popularise its
position among rural areas. The Socialist party secures
sympathies of 4,90% of the rural sympathisers and 3.49% of
the urban sympathisers. It is slichtly more popular among
rural areas that.among urban places. It is worth ndticing
that the Communist party attracts the sympathies of urban
students (6.99%) more than that of rural students (2.94%)

In the first place, it may be commented that, on the whole

_the Communist party, in spite of its herculean efforts at

inflltrating into students, gets sympathies of few of them.
Secondly, its activities seem to be largely restricted to
urban places; or it may be that its position is not as much
appreciated by rural students as by urban students. In

this context, it would be worth while to expose the position
of the Lal Nishan Gat which fares miserably bad, If has only
sympathies of 0,98% of the rural sympathisers. Thus it may
be maintained that it fails to win sympathies of urban stu=-

dents, ’Truly speaking, it has almost been obstracised by
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both rural and urban students. The Jan Sangh is obliged by
1,96% of the rural sympathisers and 6.99% of the urban sym=
pathisers. It is plain that this party is more popular
among urban places than among rural areas. The Hindu Maha-
sabha has sympathies of 0,98% of the rural sympathisers and
1,39% of the murban sympathisers. Obviously, this party is
almost doomed in both rural and urban places. It ié a re-
velation that the Republican party of India gets sympathies
of rural students only (2.94%). It is intriguing as to what
has dissuaded urban dwellers from even extending their sym-
pathies for this party. The Swatantra party lives on the
sympathies of urban students only (1.39%). It has no sym-
pathisers from rural areas. Thus thié party appears to have
failed in its appeal to rural students. In the overall con-
text, it may be observed in the end that Centralist parties:
the Congress party, the P.S.P., and the Socialist party are
post popular among both rural and urban places. However, it
may be mentioned that they are more popular among rural areas
(70.58% of the sympathisers) than among urban areas (56.63%
of the sympathisers)° Rightist and leftist parties have mea-
gre percentages of the sympathisers from both rural as well
as urban places. Rightist parties: the Hindu Mahasabha and
the Jan Sangh are less popular among rural students (2.94%
of the sympathisers) than leftist parties: the Communist paxr=-
ty, the Lal Nishan Gat, the Peasants and Workers party and
the Republican party of India (15.68% of the rural sympathi-
sers); while rightist parties: the Hindu Mahasabha, the Jan

Sangh and the Swatantra party; are more popular among urban
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students (11.75% of the sympathisers) than leftist parties:
the Communist party and the Peasants and Workers party
(4.89% of the sympathisers),

5.24 A castewise treatment of the tables shows that the
high percentage of rural and urban students of every caste
has sympathies for parﬁiesa It means sympathies of students
are not governed by caste. It follows from this that all
castes are politically alive and alert as they indicate the-

ir sympathies for parties. It is superfluous to mention

.

that party politics is no longer the exclusive preserve of

4

one caste., It has become a breeding ground for one and all
castes. A glance at the tables conveys that the percentages
of rural students of every caste are almost higher than the
percentages of urban students of every caste. It means all
castes in rural areas are politically more alive and alert
than their countexrparts in urban places. By the by it is
worth mentioning that the percentages of Backward and Sche-~
duled Castes from rural (90.48%) and urban (100,00%) places
are the highest. This at once discovers the political awak-
ening among these €astes. Further, it is a wonder that Neo-
Buddhist students who is a case of non-response through and
. through, for the first time, departs from his political neu=-
trality and expresses his sympathies for the Republican par-
ty of India, The comparatively loweyf percentages of the
rural and urban sympathisers are from Christians (80.00%)
and Muslims (58.33%) respectively.

A close look at the tables demonstrates that only the

Congress party transcends the caste barriers except those of
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Backward and Scheduleq castes, and Neo-Buddhists. It is in-
triguing that these castes should supremely ostracise the
Congress party. Further, it is seen that some parties get
sympathies of particular caste only. Therefore, they may Ee
branded as communal parties without any exaggeration and pre-
judice. The Jan Sangh and the Hindu Mahasabha get sympathies
of Brahmins and others only; whilé?ﬁepublican party of India
is obliged by Neo-Buddhists and Backward and Scheduled castes;
and the Peasants and Workders party enjoys sympathies of non-
Brahmins only. Obviously, these parties have come to be iden-
tified with definite castes; hence they should be banished
from our public life to make India safe for the healthy demo-
¢racyY. The unholy alliance of caste with politics is depre-
catory, even cancerous. Therefore, we should destroy once
for all this illicit relation of caste with politics with all
the might we command; otherwise our infant democracy will be
devoured by casteism and communalism.

Participation In Party Activities.

5.25 Victory is the first law of politics, and to this end
all other laws are subordinated. The party organisation op-
erates inceesantly, partly because victory in parliamentary
elections is otherwise impossible, but also because in the
modern state there are many local elective offices to fill.
So the organisation, the machine, the caucus, the workers are
always on the watch for movements of their opponents, and for
the opportunity to "swing" over blocks of votes.

Tt is deliberately proposed to study the participatigg\_

of students in party activities in order to learn pos;ti?ely~\f‘

SN
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not only their involvement but also their political affi-
liations. It will, further, reveal to what extent members,
non-members, and sympathisers take part in party activities,
5,26 Tabie Nos.57 and 58 deal with the participation in
party activities according to sex and faculty. Out of 761
males, 47.69% and of the 150 females, 17.33% participate in
the activities of the parties. How crystal clear it is that
almost half of the males, and one-fifth of the females are

active participants in the activities of parties. It is

deplorable that these students actively associate themselves

with parties, and parties in their turn, showdd suffer them
to do so. It may obviously be generalised that parties in
their grand design to seize power, get the sizable support
from student community. It is earnestly to be admonished
that this political cohabitation should be prescribed forth-
with in order to save Indian democracy. Participation of
citizens in active politics is very much democratic but that
of student community is incontestably anti-democrafic; hence
all parties should once for all resolve that they will never
have any intercourse with students. It is noticeable that
females are not involved in active party politics t§ the
extent to which males. All the same, it appears that fema-
les are not restricting themselves to "hearth" alone but
gradually taking to "field" also.

D27 =S T T T Tee Tem T Fem Tm T T Tw Tew T Hw T T e Tm Tem T T S T 2

fnn.__iMembers : Participants _:i Sympathisers:
! Males * 16.55% ° 47 .69% P00 8147% s
¢ Females: 4,008 17.33% : 66,03 :
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On the whole,‘it is seen from the chart that the per
centages of the male and female sympathisers are higher than
the percentages of the male and female members and partici-
pants. Thus, a large number of males and females choose to
be sympathisers. The percentages of the male and female par-
ticipants should not be underestimated for a glance at the
chart will convince that they also form a sizable number. As
expected the percentages of the male and female members are
lowest comparatively. Obviously, few students afford to be
party members. Further, it is explicit, that the percentages

tha

ofpfemale members, partici sympathisers are consis-

HJ.
<]
fO]
res |
o
(]
-
QO
2 |
Q
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aloof from active political life, and this may. be treated as a

good augury.

5,28 A close view of the tables shows that out of the 363
male participants, 46.56% and 53.44%; and of the 26 female
participants, 76.92% and 23.08% participate in the activitiew
of one party and of more than one party respectively. Parti-
cipation in the activities of more than one party does not
mean political irresponsibility and ignorance on the part of
these students for in oﬁr country there are more than one
rightist, centralist, and leftist party. It is conspicuous
that the percentage of the female participants in the activi-
ties of one party is higher than that of the male partici-
pants. It means a large number off?%male participants are

loyal to one party, and appear to be more choosy than males.
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95.29 A detailed composition of the tables discloses par-
ticipation of males and females in the activities of one
party. I have treated below their percentages in the des-
cending order., Out of the 169 male and of the 20 female
participants in the activities of one party, the highest
percentage of the males (44.96%) and the females (35.,00%)
participates in the activities of the Congress party. This
at once parades how this party is most popular among stu-
dents, and how its activities involve the largest number of
the participants. It is not necessary to mention that it is
not as much popular among females as among males. The Sam-
yukta Maharashtra Samiti has 13.0l% of the male participants
and 15.00% of the female participants. It is clear that
students are actively invelved in the burning problems of
the day. It is interesting to record that the appeal of
the Samiti could net more females in its activities than ma-
les. 6.,50% of the male participants only have taken part in
the activities of the Republican party of India., The Pea-
sants and Workers party attracts 4.73% of the male partici-
pants only. 4,14% of the male participants only report that
they have partaken in the activities of the P.S.P. The for-
ceful and vigorous appeal of the Communist party could at-
tract 3.55% of the male participants only. The Jan Sangh is
obliged by both 2,95% of the male participants and 5.00% of
the female participants. The Lal Nishan Gat has 0,59% of the
male participants only, It must be placed on record that
surprisingly high percentage of males (18.93%) and females

(45,00%) has refused to specify the party; one cannot ima=
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gine what has deterred them fromlmentioning the name of a
party. 1In the overall context, it is seen that not a single
male takes part in the activities of the Socialist party,

the Hindu Mahasabha, and the Swatantra party; while no female
partakes in the activities of the P.S.P. the Socilalist party,
the Communist party, the Hindu Mahasabha, the Republican par-
ty, and the Lal Nishan Gat. Obviously, this shows how these
parties do not enjoy the patronage of males and females. It
may be observed in the end #hat the highest percentage of
male (49.10%) and female (35.00%) participates in the activi-
ties of centralist parties: the Congress party and the P.S.P.
Leftist parties: the Communist party, the Republican party of
India, the Peasants and Workers party, and the Lal Nishan Gat
" have 15,37% of the male participants only; while Rightist
parties: the Jan Sangh only have 2.95% of the male and 5.00%
of the female participants. It is needless to comment that
rightist parties are almost estracised by students. The per-
centage of the male participants in the activities of leftist
parties should not be dismissed as meagre and thereby negli-
gible, because Communism is a "@ancer" that must be operated
out in order to preserve the health of Indian democracy. It
is encouraging to notice that females do not seem to fall prey
to the designs of leftist parties.

5.30 A facultywise consideration of the tables shows that
the highest percentage of male participants. (58.82%) is from
the Agriculture faculty. This is indeed puszling taking into
account the percentages of the male members and the sympathi~-

sers from this faculty in comparison with the percentages of
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the male members and the sympathisers of other faculties. All
the same, this may, I should believe, be attributed to their
place of origin that is, rural areas which have become of
late the nucleus of political activities. There is almost no

difference between the percentages of the male participants

of the Law faculty (57.89%) and the Post-graduate classes
(57.90%). This makes interesting and instructive reading be-

cause more than half of the males of the Law faculty and of
the Post-graduate classes are active participants in the ac-
tivities of parties. It clearly signified that the majority
of those prosecuting higher studies not only like politics
but alsoc are engaged in activé politics. It is indeed a good
omen that the intellectuals-in-making do not refrain from ac-
tive politics. The percentage of the male participants
(53.24%) from the Arts faculty is not smallrat all for more
+han half of the males are involved in the activities of par-
ties. It is explicit that the percentage of the male parti-
cipants from the Commerce faculty (47.43%) is higher than the
percentage of the male participants from the Science faculty
(38,73%). It is descernible that males of the Science and
Commerce faculties are not involved in the activities of par-
ties to the extent to which males of other faculties, It is
worth to mention that the percentage of the male participants
from the Science faculty is the lowest comparatively. It
naturally implies their least interest in the activities of
parties; it ﬁay be ascribed to their being career-minded or

conscientious students. On the whole, it may broadly be ge-

neralised that the high percentage of males of almost every
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faculty is engaged in the activities of parties; hence it
may be said that faculty does not intensively influence the
participation of males.
In. respect of females, it is observable, that females
of the Commerce faculty and of the Post-graduate classes do
not partake in the activities of parties. One female from ,

the Agriculture faculty reports that she is an active parti-

0

cipant in the activities of parties; while the percentages

=

of the female participants from the Arts facukty (17.43%)
and ti® Science (19.3%%) faculties are far lower than the

percentages of the male participants from these faculties

-

respectively. It is interesting to note that the percentage
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the female participants of the Science faculty is higher
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than the percentage of. female participants from the Arts fa-

culty. On the whole, it may be inferred that females from
every faculty give almost cold response in matter of their

participation in the activities of parties.

5+.31 Table Nos.59 and 60 are devoted to the participation
in the activities of parties according to place of origin,
and caste. Out of 439 rural students, 51.48%, and of the
472 urban students, 34.53%, are participants in the activi-
ties of parties. It goes without saying that the percentage
of the rural participants is considerably higher than the
percentage of the urban participants. It unequivocally sig-
nifies that rural students are heavily involved in ag¢tive
peclities; urban students appear to have developed sickness
for the activities of parties. It may be said that rural

students are more susceptible and vulnerable politically
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than their counterparts from urban places. The large scale

involvement of rural students in the activities of parties
expounds the fact that rural areas appear to have become a
hub of party politics.

532 A close view of the tables further discloses that out
of the 226 rural participants, 41.60% and 58.40%; and of the
163 urban participants, 58.28% and 41.72% take part in the

f one party, and of more than one party respec-
tively. Undoubtedly, urban students owe more aliegiance to

2

one party than rural students. This shows that they are more

clear. about their participation in the activities of politi-

c—’-

cal parties than rural students. It is seen that there are

more political infidels among rural students than among urban

o

students.

5.33 A detailed composition of the tables shows the partici-
pation of rural and urban students in the activities of one
party. I have considered below their percentages in the des-
cending order. Out of the 94 rural and of the 95 urban par-
ticipants in the activities of one party the highest percenta-
ge of rural (53.20%) and urban (34,74%) participanfs is enga-
ged in the activities of the Congress party. This at once
displays how the largest number of the rural and urban parti-
cipants are involved in the activities of this party. Thus,
the Congress party appears to be at the zenith of its popula=
rity. The democratic socialism of this party seems to be ex-
ultant in involving the largest number of the rural and urban

participants in'ite activities. It is needless to mention

that the Congress party is more popular among rural students



=122~
than among urban students. The Repﬁblican party of India
attracts the participation of 8.64% of rural and 1.05% of
urban parﬁicipants. Plainly, this party lives largely on
the support of rural following. It is difficult to under-
stand as to why urban students do not participate in the
activities of this party. Like the Republican party of India,
the Peasants and Workers party draws more participants from
rural areas (5.32%) than from urban places (2.10%). This
indicates that the activities of this party seem to be con-
fined more to rural areas than to urban places. It is a
matter of education to record that the Samyukta Maharashtra
Samiti secures the participation of 4.25% of the rural and
22,11% of the urban participants. It is convincing to main-
Tain that the demand of the Samiti was better understood and
appreciated by the urban participants than by the rural ones,.
However the small percentage of the rural participants is,
it must be borne in mind that the demand of the Samiti has
reached into the hearts of rural people. The Jan Sangh ga-
thers 4,25% of the rural and 2.10% of the urban participants.
It is discernible that this party is better rooted in rural
areas than in wurnab-p urban places. 3,18% of the rural and
6.31% of the urban pérticipants state that they are ocfupied
with the activities of the P,S.P. Evidently, the P.S.P. has
more moorings in urban places-than in rural areas. A propu-
lsive propaganda of the Communist party could not succeed in
netting a good catch as 2,12% of the rural and 4.21% of the
urban participants report that they partake in the activities

of this par't;y° The Lal Nishan Gat could persuade 1,06% of
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the rural participants only. This shows the isolation of

this party in both urban and rural areas. It is astonishing
that the percentage of the rural participants (15.96%) not
specifying the party is lower than the percentage of the urban
participants (27.37%). On the whole, it may be observed

that it is Centralist parties: the Congress party and the
P.5.P. which are most popular among both rural (56.38%) and
urban (41.05%) barticipants. All the same, it is discernible

that
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than among urban arsas. Leftist parties: the Communist party,
the Republican party of India, the Peasants and Workers party
and the Lal Nishan Gat have 17.14% of the rural and 7.36% of
the urban participants. It is plain that they are comparati-
vely more popular among rural areas than among urban places.’
Rightist parties: the Jan Sangh,attracts a meagre percentage
of the rural (4.25%) and the urban (2.10%) barticipants. But
it may be said that they are more popular among rural areas
than among urban places. Once more, it may is seen that po-
-litical activities are better understood, appreciated and
responded to by rural students than by urban students. It
may ke indisputably said that rural areas have become the
centre of political activities. 1In the end, it may be noted
that the Socialist party, the Hindu Mahasabha, and the Swa-
tantra party do not have the percentage of the rural partici-
pants, while the urban participants too do not oblige the So-
cialist party, the Hindu Mahasabha, the Swatantra party and
the Lal Nishan Gat. This immediately discloses the populari=-

ty of these parties in both rural as well as urban places.
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5.34, A Castewise consideration of the tables reveals that
both rural and urban students of every caste are participants
in the activities of parties. This explicitly signifieg that
all castes have access to party politics which is no longer
the preserve of any particular caste., It is encouraging to
note that all castes have interest in active politics. All
the same, it may be placed on record that a Neo-Budchist stu-
dent from rural areas reports that he does not participate in
the activities of any party. His is the typical case of ¥on-
response. The percentages of Brahmins and others, Jains, -Ma-
ratha¢, Muslims, and Christiane participants from rural areas
and are higher than the percentages of the participants of
these castes from urban places, while the percentages of Gu-
jare etc., Lingayats, Intermediate Hinduse, and Backward and
Scheduled castes participants from urban places are higher
than the percentages of the participants of these castes from
rural areas. Further, more than half of the students of Jains
Marathas, Backward and Scheduled castes, Muslims and Christi-
ans from rural areas are participants in the activities of
parties: while more than half of the students of Intermediate
Hindus, and Backward and Scheduled castes from urban places
take part in the activities of parties. Thus, urban students
of almost all castes are not involved in the activities of
political parties to the extent to which the students of al-
most all castes from rural areas. The highest percentages of
the rural and urban participants are from Christians (80.00%)
and Backward and Scheduled Castes (Cent per cent); and the

percentages of the rural and urban participants from Muslims
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(73.33%%, and §41.66%), Jains (65.62%, and 38.23%), Linga-
vats (41.37%, and 50,00%), Backward and Scheduled Castes
(52.38% and 100,00%) and Gujars etc. (28.57%, and 20,00%)
are respectively considerably high. This convincingly de-
monstrates that the minority castes are “"grazing on the
ground" of party politics uninhibited: this is indeed en-
couraging and enlightening. In respect of Marathas, and
Brahmins and others, it is observable that the percentages
of the Marathas participants from rural (59.70%), and urb;;
(43.63%) places are almost dou?le the,percentages of the
3rahmins and others participants from rural (30.97%) and ur-
ban (21.67%) area. In this context, it is worth reporting
thét the percentages of the Brahmine and othersparticipants
from rural and urban places_are lowest. This categorically
discerrs that the majority of them seem to be loath to en-
tangle themselves in the activities of parties; or it may be
said that they are gradually seceding active politics or
shall I say that they are bidding adieu to politics altoge-
ther. It would be platitudinous to say that Marathas are
politically more involved and committed than Brahmins and
others.

5.35 A detailed break-up of the tables, further, demcns-
trates the number of participants in the activities of each
party according to caste., It is only the Congress party
that has patronage of the majority of castes from both rural
and urban areas. This party seems to be above the parochial
caste considerations as it enjoys the confidence of almost

all castes. All the same, it is a revelation that Backward

and Scheduled castes, and Neo-Buddhists do not have either

7]
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sympathies for or participate in the activities of this
party. Rest of the parties have few participants from few
castes; and some of them a;e obliged by particular castes:
The Jan Sangh has participants only from Brahmins and others;
the Republican party of India interests the participants from
Non-Brahmins and others, and specially from Backward and Sc- -
heduled castes; an&?ﬁeasants and Workers party too attracts
the participants from Non-Brahmins and others. It is highly
deplorable that ;SE parties have come to be identified with
particular castes. It is apparent that some parties in India
are so unscrupulous and perverse that they, in their madness
to captﬁre power, brazen-facedly stoop to prestitute the cas=-
te patriotism of some people. It is saddening that partici-
pation of few students is infiuenced'irrationally by caste
considerations. If these students are not cured of this ma-
lignant malady, Indian democracy would be eaten away by it in

the long run.

Participation in Political Activities.

5.36 After eliciting the "confessional statements" regard-
ing participation of students in the activities of parties,
it was envisaged to pinpoint the actual activities in which
students are involved largely. All political activities are
not deliberately enumerated here; only an attempt is made to
spot=1light to what extent students are roped in important po-
litical activities. This will once more establish the poli-
tical involvement of.students. I have offered ten activi-
ties to students: morcha, procession, demonstration, strike,

hartal, picketing, satyagraha, political movement, trade
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union activities, and other.
5,37 Table No.6l deals with participation of males and fe-
males in the political activities. I have treated below
their percentages in the descen&ing order, A glance at the
table shows that the number of participants in the activities
of political parties, and in the pdlitical activities is the
same. Out of the 3623 male and of the 26 female participants,
the highest percentage of the males (67.77%) and the females
(65.38%) associates with "processions". Thus, the lérgest
number of males and females is angled by processions. They
are simply fascinated towards them. It may be educed that
students constitute the sizable number of processionists.
Apparently, the percentage of the male participants is higher
than that of the female participants. Naturally, males seem
to be more attracted towards processions than females., "Po-
litical movements" too attracte a large number of the male
(43.80%) and the female (38.46%) participants. It is worth
recording that political movements find favour with students.
They do not as much appeal to females as to males. "Morchas!"
are joined by 36.36% of the® male and 15.38% of the female
participants. It goes without saying that morchas are not as
much popular with students as processions and political move-
ments. Females have less fascination for morchas than males.
It is explicit that a call to bbserve "hartal" is responded
by 24,798 of the male and 34.81% of the female participants.
It is a common observation that hartal is largely made succes-
sful by students. It is interesting that the percentage of

the female participants is higher than the percentage of the
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male participénts. It means hartals are observed more by
females than by males. As expected "strikes" do not have
much appeal to students. Only 8.26% of the male and 7.68%
of the female participants are involved in strikes., It is
sad that students have fallen prey even to political strikes.
This is largely true of males than of females. ®Trade union
activities" could muster 14,32 of the male and 11.53% of the
female participants. Generally, students are not supposed
to have any association with trade unions but they seem to
interest th8mselves in any political affairs The higher per-
centage of males indicates that they have more interest in
trade union activities than females. 13.49% of the male and
3.84% of the female participants report that they take part
in "demonstrations". Evidently, females do not have as much
attraction for demonstrations as males. "Satyagraha" is fa-
voured by 8.8l% of the male and 11.53% of the female partici-
pants. Though satyagraha is comparatively more popular among
females than among males, its former grandeur is certainly
declining now. 7.16% of the male participants only state
that they participate in "™picketings". Females have clearly
refused to associate themselves with picketings. It may be
observed in the end that processions and political movements
are the most popular political activities among sbudents, and
morchas and hartals occupy the second place. This observa-
tion.is, I should believe, very much in consonance with usual
experience. It is plain that students are in every political
happening and affair.

Reasons For Participation.

5.38 When the involvement of students in the activities of
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parties is established, it was thought indispensable to in-
vestigate the reasons which have induced them to participate.
T+ must be made c¢lear that the reasons advanced by those who
have taken part in the activities of one party are treated
here. In all, I have presented fifteen reasons to students:

e g

suggested by friends, requested by party, forced by party,
encouraged by elders, attracted by the personality of leader,
party programme, out of self-convintion, to become leader,

fit, to raise self-prestige, to get job in futu-
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participation acc
percentages of males and females in the descending order.

Out of the 169 male and of the 20 female participénts in the
activities of one party, the highest percentage of the males
(50.88%) and the females (30.00%) has participated "out of
self-conviction®., This immediately discloses that students
are not at all pressurized externally but they have volunter-
red themselves to participate; their self-conviction solely
propels them to do so. This is largely true of males than of
females. In a democratic state citizens are authorised to
participate in political affairs which are veritably coter=-
minus with party affairs. It is gratifying that 46.74% of
male and 20,00% of the female participants partake in the ac-
tivities of party as they are "conscientious citizens", It
means these students would like to share in the expression

and administration of state's will. The higher percentage of
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males is symbolic of their being more conscientious citi-

zens than females., A sense of "social service" allure

33.13% of the male and 25.00% of the female participants to
take part in party activities. It is educible that these
students are principally inspired by the sense of social ser-
vice. It &s apparent that they are under impression thaf so-
cial service is commensurate with party activities, consequen-
tly, they dedicate themselves to party activities. This is
largely true of males than of females. Party swims and sinks

o

with leaders it prospe:
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and perishes with them. Leaders are
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the undisputed archi s of party. They are the beacon that
charts the course of party activities. 28.99% of the male

and 25,005 of the female participants take to party activities
because of "the personality of leaders". Explicitly, they are
charmed by the personality of leaders, therefore they throw
themselves with heart and soul in party activities. Besides,
it follows that the personality of leaders matters very much
in party politics; hence, leaders should have unimpeacﬁable
personality. It is amazaing that males are mesmerized more

by the personality of leaders than females! Party programme
is a charter of pledges. It is always propagated and publi-
cized in order to win the mass of members, supporters and elec-
tors. There are 24.25% of the male and 5.00% of the female
participants who participate in party activities by the consi-
derations of "party programme®”, It signifies that they highly
prize party programme than females. 8.28% of the male and

15,00% of the female participants state that they are "encou-
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raged by elders® to take to party activities. Obviously, the
elders of these students seem to be political-minded, and po-
litically committed; therefore, they cheer their wards to par-
take in party activities. All the same, it must be said that
the elders of these students are irresponsible citizens who
induce their wards to take to active politics. At the same
time, it may be borne in mind that some students fall prey to
the encouragement of their elders. This is largely true of
females than of males. . Thus, when encouraged females would
always do what is expected of them. There are 6.50% of the
male participants only who have un~reservedly stated that the
primary motive in participating in party activities is to
"hecome leaders" eventually. They seem to be under belief
that participation in party activities would make them leaders
finally. It also signifies their political aspiration. It is
a revelation that 5.91% of the male participants are brutally
frank when they declare that they take part in party activi-
ties with a ulterior motive of making "personal gains". It is
unfortunate that these males have identified the participation
in party activities with the "lucrative profession". If par-
ticipation yields personal gaing it must be strongly despised.
It signifies that some parties endeavour to win the following
in this fashion. This is an instance of how parties, when
they stoop to conquer, would do anything with utter disregard
for all canons of civil behaviour. There are 5,91% of the
male and 10,00% of the female participants who have fesponded
to "request by party" to participate in party activities:
Thus, these students are not opposed to participation on prin-

ciple, but they only love to be solicited by party; and once
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entreated they surrender. This is largely true of females
than of males. Even "suggestion by friends" exerts influen-
ce on the political behaviour of students, as is evident
from the report of 4.73% of the male and 5.00% of the female

participants that they take part in party activities at the

iy

suggestion of their friends. So, association with friends
deserves attention in the study of political behaviour. Ma-
les and females seem to be almost equally vulnerable to sug-
gestions of their friends. It is interesting to observe

that 4.73% of the male participants only report that they
take part in party activitigs in order to "raise self-presti-
ge®, It clearly means that association with certain parties
elevates the importance of people; otherwise these males
would not have dreamed of participating in party activities.
Thus, a ulterior motive of males becomes intelligible.~ There
is one more example of what an association with friends can
dos 2.95% of the male and 5.00% of the female participants
report that they are participants in party activities because
their "friends are participants". This, further, discloses
not only the influence exercised by an association with fri-
ends but also the sheep-mentality of these students. - Females
are more influenced by the participation of their friends
than males. 2.36% of the male participants'state that they
take part in party activities with a view to "get service in
future". Tt means participation in the activities of certain
parties guarantees service. This is how parties recruit com-

mercial participants in their activities. Only one male

(0.59%) participant protests that he is "forced by party".
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It means parties resort to force to get cllekele when peace-
ful 2 < 0 s 1 : 1

UL ana persuasive ways do not deliver goods

On the whole, it may be observed that the majority of

students participaste in party activities because of "self-
conviction", being "conscientioms citizens", sense of "social
service", "personality of leaders", and "party programme".

These reasons categorically indicate that students are not

i
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icipate; and they could be regarded

e

orced externally to par
as politically mature to decide the course of their action.
Rest of the reasons have mustered but few participants among

whom some are guided by ulterior motives: "to get service in

|..|.

future"”, "to raise self-prestige”, "to secure personal gains",
and “to become leader®; and others fall prey to "suggestion by
friends ", "request by party", "forcedby party", "encouragement

by elders", and "partici ation of friends".

RBeasons For Non-participation.

5.40 It would berevealing to scrutinize the reasons that
have inhibited 52.29% of the male and 82.87% of the female
non-participants from participating in party activities. In
all, I have proffered eleven reasons to students; lack of .
time, elders not allowing, friends not participating, no lik-
ing for party politics, fear of being branded as party-man,
fear of not getting government service, belief in non-party
politics, not paid by party for participation, disbelief in

democracy, government servant, and other.

541 Table No.63 gives the distribution of the reasons for
non-participation according to sex. I have treated below the

percentages of males and females in the descending order.
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Out of the 398 male and of the 124 female non-participants,

the highest percentage of the males(50.76%) and the females
(58.87%) has categorically expressed its "aversion for par-

ty politics". So the dislike for party politics has res-
trained these males and females from participating in party
activities. There appears to be something basically wrong
with party politics; therefore, they have come to disdain

and discard it. It is educible that had these males and fe;A
males not developed distgfe for party politics, or had the
pParty politics been %clean" and healthy, they would have taken
part in party activities without hesitation. Evidently, fe-
males dislike party politics more than males. Tt means they
have more unpleasant experience with party politics than
males. The "lack of time" has incapacitated 39.70% of the
male and 34,67% of the female non-participants to‘participate
in party activities. It is not an over-statement that parti-
cipation in party activities eats away lot of time; and it may
be that these students are conpscientious and therefore, reluc-
tant to prodigalise their time unproductively on party activi-
ties. They may be regarded as minute-men, who would utilise
their time for study. On the whole, it is discernible that
these students are not opposed to participation in party acti-
vities on principle. Males are more short of time than females.
There 8.79% of the male and 4.83% of the femalegsggiicipants
who refrain from participating in party activities because of
their "belief in non-party politics". Their disgusting expe=-
rience with party politics seems to have converted them into

champions of partyless politics. Thus, a section of student
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community maintains staunchly that politics should be made
“clean" by purging off parties from it. This is largely true

of males than of females. Association with friends widely ef-
fects the behaviour-pattern; this is obvious from the report

of 8.54% of the male and 6.45% of the female non-participants
who do not take part in party activities because their “"fri-
ends do not participate”. Thus, man is known by the company

he keeps. Besides, it may be said that these students do not
have their own opinion about participation; they follow their
friends like sheep., Interestingly, males follow their friends
more than females. 8.29% of the male and 12.90% of the female
non-participants state that their "elders do not allow" them

to partake in party activities. It appears {hat elders are so
conscientious that they are opposed to their wards' indulging
in party activities. All the same, it.may be recorded tﬁat
these males and females do respect the desires of their elders
otherwise, they would have defied them and participated trium-
phantly in party activities. Females are restrained more by
their elders than males. "Fear of being branded as party-man"
simply frightens away 5.27% of the male and 0.80% of the female
non-participants from taking part in party activities. It
appears that association with certain parties has adverse eff-
ect upon the interest of these males and females; therefore,
they refuse to identify themselves with such parties. It means
that they are not opposed to participation on principle. Evi-
dently, males are more afraid of being branded as partymen than
females. 4.77% of the male non-participants only report that

they do not pastiéipate in party activities because of "fear of
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not getting government service". These males are obviously

e

careerist and do not like to blemish their prospects by asso-
ciating themselves with party activities. There are 2.76%

of

1

the male and 1.61% of the female non-participants who have
clearly expressed their "disbelief in democracy" thereby dis-
sociating with party activities. Plainly, these students
have identified democracy with party. If parties become
"stainless", I should.think, they would come to trust demo-

cracy. Males distrust democracy more than females. Only

1.25% of the male non-participants grumble that they have to

abstain from participating in party activities because they

are "government servants"., It means they are keen about tak-

n party activities; had they not been government

e

ing part
servants they would have been participants; or had the govern-
ment allowed them to participate they would have done so.

One male (0.25%) reports;;g¥does not participate in party ac-
tivities because he is not paid to do so by any party. It
means besides voluntary participants, parties may collect com-
mercial participants to swell their number., This is an illus-
tration of what party can do unscrupulously to attract parti-
cipants. On the whole, it may be observed in the end that the
majority of students do not participate in party activities
owing to "lack of time", and "dislike for party politics'.

All the same, it may be maintained that the difficulties ad-
vanced by students for their non-participation are not insur-
mountable altogether. Therefore, it is inferable that if the
difficulties stated above, were ridded, these males and fema-

les would have become participants; they are not opposed to
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participation on principle.,
Trade Unions.
5.42 An institution of Trade Union, though of recent ori-

gin, has become a force to be reckoned with. It has carved
out an influential place in social and economic life of our
country. The early trade union period synchronised with

the immediate post-war political aspirations, culminating in
the Swar#aj movement. 'Naturally and inevitably, the leader-
ship for infant trade union movement was furnished by the
political upsurge and hence Indian trade unions assumed a
deep political colour. Thus, political movement and 3abour
movement are interlinked and have advanced more or less
simultanecusly, the latter always being under the patronage
of the former. It goes without saying that parties have
been employing the voice and strength of labour for politi-
cal ends. In view of this, it was felt imperative to take
cognizance of trade unionism. This would show the involve-
ment of students in trade unions, and spotlight their poli-

tical alignements.,

Membership of Trade Union.

5543 As expected a very few students are members of trade
unions. Only 15 males have reported that they are union
members. There is no case of female member. Since the per=
centage of the male members (1.97%) is miserably meagre, it
is not displayed in table, It is explicit that students do
not appear to be keen on registering themselves as union
members; or it may, I should think, be observed that they do

not seem to have any concern with trade unions. The absence
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of female members may be treated as symbolic of their dis-

interest in trade unions.

A detailed examination of the sample discovers that
the Kamgar Union and the Bank Union have three male members
each on their rolls; while the Sakhar Kamgar Union, the Mu-
nicipal Kamgar Union, and the Kolhapur Zilla Kamgar Union
attract two male members each. The Post and Telegraph Emp-
loyees' Unisn, the Bhartiya Mazdoor Sangh, and the Taluka

Shikshak Sangh are obliged by one male member each.

A faculty-wise treatment of the sample disé discloses
that out of the 15 male members, eleven are claimed by the
Arts faculty, and four belong to the Commerce faculty. The-
se faculties have union members becaus8 out of three Arts
Colleges two; Gopal Krishna Gokhale College, and Kirti Col-
lege; and Commerce College are morning Colleges. That is
how these students are enabled to learn and earn; while earn-

ing their bread they associate themselves with trade unions.

gin-wise consideration of the sample

I~e

A place-of-or
indicates that out of 439 rﬁral students 1.82%, and of the
472 urban students l.48% are union members. This categori-
cally proves that rural students are more involved in trade
unions than urban students. It means rural students have

more interest in trade unions than urban students,

A castewise treatment of the sample shows that from
rural areas three Brahmins and others, one Jain, one Linga-
yat, two Backward and Scheduled Castes, and one Muslim are

Union members; while from urban places one Jain, three Mara-
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thas, one Lingayat, one Intermediate Hindu, one Backward

and Scheduled caste are union members.

Sympathy for Trade-Union.

5.44 It would undoubtedly be a matter of education to
learn whether or not students have sympathies for trade
unions because this would not only throw light upon their
knowledge of trade unions but also reveal their political
inclinations. I have not knowingly provided students with
the names of trade unions as their number is more than
fifty; therefore, I have asked students-if they have sympa-
thies for trade unions-to state the name of a party to
which a trade union is affiliated. "It is a common knowledge

that in India trade unions are almost avowedly or unavowedily

party unions.

5.45 Table Nos.64 and 65 give the distribution of the sam-
ple according to sex and faculty. Out of 761 males, 66.48%

and of the 150 females, 52.67% have sympathies for trade

-.unions. This at once highlights the interest of the majo-

rity of students in trade unions. It would not be presump-
tuous to state that they are fairly familiarised with the
activities of trade unions; otherwise, they would not have
extended their sympathies to trade unions. It is certainly
no exaggeratione to comment that they possess the requisite
political know-how to express their sympathies for trade
unions. A comparatively lower pefcentage of females is sug-

gestive of their moderate interest in trade unions.

5.46 A close look at the tables shows that out of the 506
male sympathisers, 46,44% and 53.56%; and of the 79 female
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sympathisers, 60.75% and 39.25% have sympathies for trade
unions of one party and more than one party respectively.
Sympathies for trade unions of more than one party sound
paradoxical but it is not certainly preposterous for the
simple reason that in our country there are more than one
rightist, centralist and leftist party; hence, one is led
to generalise that sympathies of students for trade unions
of more than one party should not be treated as indicative
(e

of their political greenness and inexperience. It is plain

that sympathies of 46.44% of the male and 60.75% of the fe-

n
o]

male sympathisers have been unequivocally crystallized for
trade unions of one party. Being loyally aitzacted attach-
ed to trade unions of one party, these males and females do
not think of trade unions of more than one party. It is
remarkable that sympathies of females are definitized more
£

for trade unions of one party than that of males. This may

be ascribed to their unwavering loyally to "one party'.

5.47 A detailed composition of the tables further shows
sympathies of the males and the females for trade unions of
one party. I have considered their percentages in the des-
cending order. Out of the 235 male and of the 48 female
sympathisers for trade unions of one party, the highest
percentage of the male £34.89%) and the female (47.84%)
sympathisers has sympathies for trade unions of the Congress
party. This immediately and undoubtedly displays the top-
most popularity of trade unions of this party among students.
Evidently, they are more popular among females than among

males. It may be noted with interest that trade unigqéfof!;i“ﬁx
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the Peasants and Workers party enjoy sympathies of 31.81% of the
male and 29.12% of the female sympathisers. It is surprising
that the rating for this party is all time high considering the

percentages of the male and female party members, sympathisers,

and participants. It is plain that trade unions of this party

have fascinating appeal to students; obviously, they are more
popular among males m than among females. Trade unions of the
P.S.P, attract sympathies of 8.51% of the male and 8.232% of the
female sympathisers. Apparently, they are almost as much popu-
lar among males as among females. Trade unions of the Commu-
nist party get sympathies of 8968% of the male and 2.08% of the
female sympathisers. The percentages of the sympathisers for
the Communist party are smaller than the percentages of the
sympathisers for its unions. It clearly signifies that trade
union activities of this party are better appreciated by males
and females than its other activities. All the same, it is
evident that females do not extend their sympathies to trade
unions of this party to the extent to which males. The Jan Sangh
attracts sympathies of 5.10% of the male and 2.08% of the female
sympathisers for its trade unions. Clearly, trade unions of
this party enjoy sympathies of males more than those of females.
The Socialist party secures sympathies of 4.68% of the male and
4.16% of the female ;;mpathisers for its trade unions. Trade
unions of this party have no male member but have both the

male and female sympathisers. Apparently, trade unions, of this
party are almost as much popular among males as among females.
Trade unions of the Republican party of India have 2.55% of the
male and 4.16% of the female sympathisers. Obviously, in the
matter of sympathies females excel males. Trade unions of the

Hindu Mahasabha and the Swatantra party get sympathies of
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ef 0.85% of the male sympathisers each; they do not have
female sympathisers. Trade unions of the Lal Nishan Gat

win sympathies of 0.85% of the male and 2.08% of the fe-
male sympathisers. .In the overall context, it is seen

that trade unions of centralist parties: the Congress part{,
the P.S.P., and the S.P. have the highest percentage of the
male (f8 08%) and the female (60.32%) sympathiesers. The
hlgher percentage of the female sympathisers indicates that
females are more appreciative of trade unions of centralist
parties than males. Trade unions of leftist parties: the
Communist party, the Republican party, the Peasants and Wor-
kers party and the Lal Nishan Gat have 43,.29% of the male
and 37.44% of the female svmpathisers. This at once reveals
that in matter of trade union activities of these parties
males and females in large number extend their sympathies to
trade unions. Thls abnormal rise in the percentaoes of
males and females may be attributed to the mllitant charac-
ter of leftist unioni, It would not be presumptuous to ob-
serve that i1f the labour movement is not won over from left-
ist parties once for all, it Qill pose a danger to our demo-
cracy in the long run, because males and females do not as
much like othexr activities of this party as trade union acti-
vities. Trade unions of rightist parties: the Jan Sangh,

the Hindu Mahasabha, and the & Swatantra party have sympathies

of 6.80% of the male and 2.08% of the female sympathisers.
This proves that these parties and their trade unions fare

miserably bad even in respect of sympathies.
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5.48 A faculty-wise treatment of the sample shows that
the highest percentage of the male sympathisers is from

the Post-graduate classes (86.85%). This is amunambiguous
indication that males of the Post-graduate classes evince
more interest in unionism than their counterparts in other
faculties., It is worth commenting that thos8 pursuingv
higher studies relish the activities of trade unions. The
Arts faculty occupies the next place as it attracts 70.86%
of the male sympathisers, It is apparent that the lawyers-
in-making lag behind the malés of the Arts faculty in their
svmpathies for trade unions. This is evident from the per-
centage of the male sympathisers (68.41%) from the Law fa-
culty. The percentage of the male sympathisers (68.02%)
from the Commerce faculty is not markedly less than that of
the male sympathisers from the Law faculty. In the light
of the percentages of the male sympathisers from the Post-
graduate classes, the Law, the Arts and the Commerce facul-
ties the percentage of the male sympathisers (60.08%) from
the Science faculty is low. This may be taken as suggestive
of their comparatively moderate interest in trade uniongsm.
All the same, it may be made clear that the lowest percen-
tage of the male sympathisers (47.05%) is from the Agricul-
ture faculty. This manifests their comparatively least in-
tesest in trade unionism but; in all fairness, ‘it may be
pointed out that their moderate interest in: trade uniBnism
may be ascribed to their immedw immaturity in age; after all

they are students of the First Year B.Sc.(Agri.).

In respect of females, it is discernible that the per-
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centages of the female sympathisers from the Arts and the
Sciencey, faculties, and the Post-graduate classes are lower
than the percentages of the male sympathisers from these
faculties; and the percentages of the female sympathisers of
the Commerce, and the Agriculture faculties are higher than
the percentages of the male sympathisers from these facul-
ties but the number of females in these faculties is so mea-
gre that their percentages should not indeed be compared
with those of males of these faculties. Therefore, it may
be observed that males of every faculty have more sympathies

for trade unions than females of every faculty. It follows

from this that males from every faculty are politically more

‘alert and alive than females.

It is observable that cent per cent females of the

B

Commerce, and the Agriculture faculties have sympathies for
trade unions.. The percentage of the females_sympathisers
(75.00%) from the Post-graduate classes is considerably high.
it means females prosecuting higher e&ucation do not turn
their back even on trade unions; they are politically aware.
t is amusing that the percentage of the female sympathisers
(51.61%) from the Science faculty is higher than the percen-
tage of the female sympathisers (49.53%) from the Arts fa-

culty.

Tn the overall context, two observations can be made:
first, it is trade unioné of the Congress party alone that

enjoy sympathies of almost the largest number of males and
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emales of every faculty, and secondly, sympathies for trade

unions are not decisively influenced by faculty as i% evi-

] e
)

dent from the considerably high percentages of the male and

female sympathisers from every faculty.

5.49 Table Nos.65 and 67 give the distribution of the sam-
ple according to place of origin and caste. Out of 439 rural
students, 71.07% afd and of the 472 urban students, 57.85%

or trade unions of various parties. Eviden-
tally, the larde number of students from both rural and urban

places extend their sympathies

]

to trade unions. It indicates
their interest in and knowledge about trade unions. It is
indeed amusing that there is a wide disparity between the per-
centages of rural and urban students. This may be attributed
to the deep interest of rural students in trade unions. Gene-
rallv, the activities of trade unions are confined to cities
where industries and factories are located; hence, urban stu-
dents are supposed to be in the know of trade union activi-

es, But they do not have sympathies for trade unions to

o
Paaid

the extent to which rural students. This may be because urban
students seem to be indifferent towards trade unions, and ru-
ral students seem to be attracted towards them when they come
to urban places for their higher education. Whatever expla-
nation may be advanced the fact remains that urban students

have less interest in trade unions than their counterparts

from rural places.

550 A close examination of the tables revedls that out of -
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the 312 rural sympathisers, 41.99% and 58.01%; and of the

273 urban sympathisers, 55.71% and 44.29% have sympathies

for trade unions of one party and of more than one party res-
pectively. It is observable that sympathies of 41.99% of the
rural and 55.71% of the urban sympathisers have been positi-
vely crystallized for trade unions of one party. It obvious-
1y means that they have definitedly come to owe their alle-
giance to one party only, and do not have preferential consi-
derations for trade unions of more than one party. In the
end, it may be recorded that this decisiveness is more noti-

céable among urban students than among rural ones.

9.9 A detailed composition of the tables further shows sym-
pathies of the rural and urban sympathisers for trade unions eof
one omwe party. Examination of sympathies would reveal their
political inclinations as well as the peopularity of parties.

I have considered below the percentages of the rural and urban
sympathisers in the descending order. OQut of the 131 rural
sympathisers and of the 152 urban sympathisers the highest
percentage of the rural (36.64%) and urban (37.50%) sympathi-
sers has sympathies for trade unions of the Congress party.
This at once discloses how trade uniqns of this party are most
populaxr among wiih both rural as well as urban students. All
the same, it is seen that they are more popular among urban
students than among rural ones. It is interesting to note
that trade unions of the Peasants and Workdrs party get sympa-
thies of 32.05% of the rural and 21.73% of the urban sympathi-
sersy the percentages for membership, sympathy, and participa-

tion of this party are considerably low; it is apparent that
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trade union activities of this party appeal more to students
than its other affairs. It goes without saying that trade
union activities of this party are more popular among rural
students than among urban students. There are 8.40% of the
rural and 8.55% of the urban sympathisers who have extended
their sympathies to trade unions of the P.S.P. As there is
no marked difference between the two percentages, it may be
said that trade unions of this party are mere as much popular
among rural students as among urban students. Trade unions
of the Jan Sangh secure sympathies of the urban (15.14%) more
than rural sympathisers (6.86%). 1Tt is explicit that trade
hnions of this party are more popular among urban students
than among rural students. Trade unions of the Socialist
party attract 4.58% of the rural and 4.61% of the urban sym-
pathisers. Obviously, trade unions of this party are almost
equally popular among rural and urban places. It is surpri-
sing and instructive to observe that trade unions of the Com-
munist party gain sympathies of 4.58% of the rural and 9.21%
of the urban sympathisers. Apparently, trade unions of this
party are better appreciated by urban students than by rural
students. 3.82% of the rural sympathisers only report that
they extend their sympathies to trade unions of the Republi-
can party of India. Trade unions of the Swatantra party
rally 1.52% of the rural and 0.66% of the urban sympathisers.
Tiade unions of this party are more popular among rural stu-
dents than among urban students. Trade unions of the Lal ‘
Nishan Gat have sympathies of 0.76® of the rural and 1,32%

of the urban sympathisers. Plainly, trade unions of this
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pParty are more popular among urban students than among ru-
ral students. 1In the overall context, it would be worth-
while to observe in the end that trade unions of centralist
rties: the Congress party, the Socialist party and the
+S5.P. are most popular among rural as well as urban students.

All the same, it may be mentioned that trade unions of these

parties are slightly more popular among urban students

(50.66% of the B&ympathisers) than among rural students
the
(49.62% of,sympathisers}. It is amazing that el the percen-

tages of the rural (41.21%) and urban (32.26%) sympathisers

ist parties: the Communist party, the

ot

for trade unions of lef:
Republican party of India, the Peasants and Workers party,

and the Lal B Nishan Gat are considerably high. It goes with-
out saying that trade unions of these parties are liked more
by rural students than by amens urban students. Trade unions
of rightist parties: the Jan Sangh, and the Swatantra party
are obliged by a meagre percentage of the rural (8.38%) and
the urban (15.80%) sympathisers. Evidently, trade unions of

these parties are more popular among urban students than

among e£wd rural students.

5.52 A castewise treatment of the tables reveals that the
high percentage of rural and urban students of almost every
caste has sympathies for trade unions of parties. It obvious-
ly signifies that sympathies of students are not influenced
by caste, t follows from this that all castes are in the

know of trade union activities.

A close look at the tables discloses that trade unions
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of the Congress party only transcend castes barriers except
those of Backward and Scheduled castes. Further, it is dis-
cernible that trade unions of some parties get sympathies of
particular castes. Obviously, such trade unions may be cha-
racterised as casteist without any bias. Trade unions of the
t the sympathies of only Brahmins and others
from rural areas: but one Maratha, and one Intermediate Hindu

along with Brahmins and others from urban places extend their

}
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sympathies to trade union: this party. Trade unions of
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the Republican party of India live on sympathies of only rural
students of Backward and Scheduled castes and of Christians.

s of the Peasants and VWorkers party have sympathies

')

Trade unior
of non-Brahmins students from rural and urban places. It is
unfortunate that even in respect of trade unionism some stu-

dents have casteist bias.

Student Associations.

5553 Political parties are communities with general aims;
they provide complete and coherent systems of thought about
society; they aim at a total organisation of national and even
international life. This breadth of aim drives away from them
many people who would agree with them on some particular issu-
es but not on the whole. Some modern parties have a brilliant
idea to set up, alongwide the party, a series of "doubles!" -
ancillary organisations-with restricted aims. Ancillary orga-
nisations can assume the most diverse shapes, carry on work in
most varied fields, and bring together most dissimilar people.
Obviously, ancillary organisations are the various bodies,

created by the party itself and controlled by it; they make
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possible wider participation. Among other ancillary organi-
sations Youth Associations are set up by some parties. It
is in fitness of things to learn to what extent students are

involved in m such organisations.

Membership of Student Association.

. 554 Table No.68 gives the distribution of the sample ac-

cording to faculty and sex (males only). Since the number
of female members is considerably small, it is not shown in
the table. Out of 761 males, 9.21% and of the 150 females
1.33% are members of student associations. The low percen-
tages of males and females reveal that student associations
have failed to attract students in large number; or it may

3

be said that the low percentages are suggestive of their
least interest in student associations. This is more true

of females than of males,

5.58 A detailed examination of the sample discloses that
out of the 70 male members, 55.73% have reported to be the
ﬁembers of student associations outside Kolhavur. It means
"outsiders" in Kolhapur are more involved in student asso-
ciations than those dwelling in Kolhapur. The Kolhapur
Zilla Vidyarthi Sangh has 31,43% of the male members: this
is the highest percentage, It is evident that the K.Z.V.S. 48
more popular than other student associations. The Kolhapur
Zilla Yuvak Congress attracts 8.57% of the male members:
while 4.28% of the male members report that they are members
of the Kolhapur Dalit Vidyarthi Utkarsh Mandal. Only two
females have reported that they are members of the K.Z.V.S.

This again shows that the K,Z.V.S. is most popular among
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males and females.

5.56 A facultywise treatment of the sample shows that
except the Agriculture faculty all faculties have patronised
student associations. The highest percentage of the male
members (15.78%) is from the Law faculty. It indicates how
students of the Law faculty are involved in comparatively
larger number in student associations. It ic seen that the
percentage of the male members (14.38%) of the Arts faculty
is higher than that of the male members (10.52%) of the Post-
graduate classes. It may be said that the Post-graduate stu-
dents do not as much relish the activities of student asso-
ciations as students of the Law and Arts faculties. The Com-
merce faculty has been obliged by 8.97% of the male members.
Their lower percentage {(males) may be because the activities
of student associations are not "lucrative". The lowest per-
centage of the male members (3.55%) is from the Science fa-
culty. This at once reveals how students of the Science
faculty have least interest even in the activities of student
associations. It is noticeable that the female members be-
long to the Art faculty. ther faculties have evidently been

ostracised by females,

i ysto i Table No.69 gives the distribution of the sample
according to place of origin and caste@l Out of 439 rural
students, 12.07% and of the 472 @rban students 4.02% have
reported that they are members of student associations. It
goes without saying that even in respect of student associa-
tions rural students unequivocally evince more interest than

urban students.
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A close view of the table further discovers that
out of the 53 rural members, 64.15% and of the 19 urban
members 26.31% state that they are members of student asso-
ciations outside Kolhapur. It is safe to infer that these
“outsiders® have retained their association with student
organisations outside Kolhapur even when they have come to
Kolhapur for higher sfiudies. Obviously, this is more true
of rural students than of urban students. A glance at the

table conveys that it is the K.Z.V.S. which is most popular

(S

among both the rural (24.53%) and the urban (57.89%) members.

L
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It is appare ociation is more popular among
urban students than among rural students; even the K.Z.Y.C.
is more popular among urban students (15.78% of the members)
than among rural students (5.66% of the members)., It is sur-
prising thegt the K.D.V.U.M. gets membership only from rural
students. (5.66% of the members). It means the Dalit (sup-
pressed) Vidyarthi (students) from urban places do not seem
to believe in the Utkarsh (ameliorative) activities of this

Mandal. It is plain that student associations run in Kolha-

pur have more urban members than rural members.

5.38 A castewise treatment of the sample shows that stus
dents of Muslimg, Neo-Buddhist, and Gujars, etc. castes from
rural areas; and of Lingayat, Intermediate Hindus, Backward
and Scheduled castes, and Christiane castes from urban places
have nol patronised any student association. The percentageé
of Brahmins and others, Jains, and Marathas from rural areas
are higher than those of from urban places. On the whole,

there is nothing markedly observable regarding the castewise



- 153~

reatment of the sample except that the percentages of Brah-

(S

mins and others from both rural and urban places are lowest,
the
) Vg 3 1Y « .
andAm.D.J.uam. draws membership from only Backward and Sche-
duled castes.

Reasons_ For Non-iembership.

D259 It would be a matter of education if reasons for non-
membership of student associations are investigated, when
89.35% of males and 98.66% of females refuse to be members,

In all; I have presented seven reasons to studentss lack of
time, elders not allowing, friends not members, party polities

in student associations, no liking, no attempts by student

associations to enrol members, and others.

5.60 Table No,70 gives the distribution of reasons for non-
membership‘according to sex. I have considered below the per-
centages of males and females in the descending order. How
revealing it is that 46.47% of the male non-members and 24.82%
of the female non-members state that they have not registered
themselves as members because of "party politics in student
associations”. It is deplorable that parties have not spared
even student associations. This is an illustration of what
parties can do when they stoop to conquerg they madly and un-
scrupulously infiltrate in student associations, it is safe to
generalise that they simply like to prostitute student asso-
ciations for the realisation of their grand designs. It is a
matter of satisfaction that at least these eensé conscientious
students have come to disrelish staunchly party politics in
student associations. At this juncture, I would like to place

on record the results of my investigation into party politics
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in student associations. The said student associations are
unavowedly affiliated to parties. Before independence the
KeZ.V.S. functioned élmost as an ancillary organisation of
the Congress party but after independence its character is
largely altered because there are both anti-and pro-Congress
factions in it. However, it may be made clear that it is
more inclined to anti-congress parties as is evident fiom its
involvement in the Samyukta Maharashtra iMovement, the boun-
dary dispute between Maharashtra and Mysocre, and the Goa

The

issueg& KeZ.Y.C. is reported to be affiliated to the All In-

dia Youth Congress which in its turn, though not directly

[=ie
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filiated to the Congress party basks in the smiles of the
Congress party. The K.D.V.U.M. is reported to have warm and
high regard for the Republican party of India but it does not
indulge much in active politics. Thus, it becomes explicit
and convincing that there is party politics in student asso-
ciations which are not purely dedicated to the ameliaration
of student community. Evidently, females have less of this
experience - party politics in student associations - than of
males. "Lack of time" deters 34.12% of the male and 35.17%
of the female non-members from becoming mgmbers of student
associations. The appear to be conscientious students as
entering the ranks of student associations would handicap
them from devoting effectively to their studies. This posi-
tively does not mean that they do not believe in student asso-
ciations. I should say that they desire to remain outside the
real student organisations as they may consider their "profes-

sion" incompatible with any over-rigorous commitment. There
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@ is not much of difference of opinion among males and f@males

regarding this, There are 22.50% of the male and 11.72% of

the female non-members who grumble that student associations
have "not made any efforts to enrol them as members"] hence
they could not join student associations. This at once disco-
vers the desire of these students to become members. It would
not be out of place here to record the findings of my investi-
gation into student associations in Kolhapur that these asso-
ciations are not that active to attrach a large number of stu- °
dents as members. Males complain against the inactivity of
student associations more than females. 20.59% of the male
and 31,03% of the female non-members have expressed their
“dislike" for student associations; hence they are unable to
register themselves as members. Fenmales dislike student asso-
ciations more than males. It means student associations have
not succeeded in winning the confidence of a large number of
females. It is interesting to note that 10,00% of the male
and 17.93% of the female non-members state that they are not
members because their "friends are not members". This is the
proof of what friendship can do; it governs the behaviour of
at least some students; Obviously, friendship influences the
behaviour of females more than that of males. There are 3.08%
of the male and 13.79% of the female non-members who are "not

allowed by their elders" to become members. It means elders of

" these students are certainly scrupulous as they desire to keep

their wards away from student associations. Females are pro-
hibited more than males. In the end it may be observed that

the reasons stated by students are not insurmountable except
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"no liking". Had the difficulties mentioned by students been
eliminated they would have become members of student associa-

tions.

Sympathy For Student Association.

5.61 Since the majority of students are not members it would
be instructive to learn their sympathies for student associa-
tions. This would discloses not only the popularity of student
associations but also the political leanings of students.

Tablg No.71 gives the distribution of the sample accord-
ing to sex and faculty. Out of 761 males, 54.39% and of the
150 females, 42,00% have expressed their sympathies for student
associations. This immediately shows that the large number of
students are not totally unconcerned with student associations.
The fact that they have sympathies directs one to maintain that
they are in the know of student associations: otherwise they
would not have been in position to extend their sympathies. The
comparatively lower percentage of the female sympathisers ma?
be attributed to the fact that student associations have failed
in winning over females in large number.

5,62 A close view of the table shows that dut of the 414 male
sympathisers, 82.59% and 17.38%; and of the 150 female sympa-
thisers, 87.28% and 12.69% have sympathieg for one student asso-
ciation, and for more than.one student association respectively.
It is clear than 17.38% GE thstmale and 12.69% of the female
sympathisers are divide& in their sympathied for student asso-
ciations; their sympathies are not simply definitized for one
student association. This is more true of males than of females.

5,63 A detailed break-up of the table further reveals sympa-
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thies of the male and the female sympathisers for one student
association. ® Out of the 342 male and of the 55 female sympa-
thisers for one student association, the highest percentage
of the males (79.82%) and the females (72.72%) has sympathies
for the K.Z.V.S. This at once and categorically demonstrates
the top-most popularity of this organisation among both males
and females. It may, I should thinks safely be inferred that
the largest number‘of males and females are attracted towards
this association which has been an instrument of anti-Con-
gress parties. t is superflmuous to say that females are
nct as much sympathetic towards this association as males.
The K.Z.Y.C. has 19.00% of the male and 27.27% of the female
sympathisers, This association which clandestinely owes alle-
giance to the Congress party does not get sympathies of large
number of students. It goes withdut séying that this associa-
tion enjoys the confidence of females more than that of males.
It is clearly discernible that the K.D.V.U.M, has 1.17% of the
_male sympathisers only. This immediately floodlights its lew
popularity among students. | -
5.64 A facultywise consideration of the sample discloses
that the highest percentage of the male sympathisers is from
the Arts faculty (62.22%). This is demonstrative of the fact
that males of this faculty have more interest in student asso-
ciations than their counterparts in other faculties. The Law
faculty attracts 57.89% of the male sympathisers. It is appa-
rent that males of this faculty evince considerable interest
in student associations. Males of the Post-graduate classes

(57.27%) and of the Commerce faculty (55.12%) seem to be al-



» -

=158~
most unanimous in their sympathies for student associétions.'
The Science faculty secures sympathies of comparatively lower
percentage of males (45,85%)., The lowest percentage of the
male sympathisers is from the Agriculture faculty (41.17%).
Though in the overall context, this percentage is the small-
est it must be appreciated that the male sympathisers of-this
faculty belong to the first year B.Se.(Agri.); hence it could
not be said that a pretty large number of males have interest
in student associations.

In respect of females it is descernible that the high-
est percentage of the female-sympathisers (75.00%) hails from
the Post-graduate ciasses. This shows how the highly educa-
ted females have interest in student associations. It is
interesting that the percentage of the female sympathisers
from the Science faculty (48.39%) is higher than the percen-
tage of the female sympathisers from the Arts (40.36%) and

the Commerce (20.00%) faculties. It is worth noting that the

percentage of the female sympathisers from the Science facul-
ty is higher than that of the male sympathisers, A female
from the Agriculture faculty does not extend her sympathies
to any student associatiop.

In the end, it may be observed that faculty does not
markedly govern sympathies of males and females because stu-
dents of almost every faculty have unreservedly expressed
their sympathies for student associations.

5,65 Table No.72 gives the distribution of the sample accor-
ding to place of origin and caste. Out of 439 rural students

57.40% and of the 472 urban students, 47.67% have sympathies
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for student associations. Obviously, the large number of
students from both rural and urban places extend their sympa-
thies to student associations. This displays their interest
in and knowledge about student associations. However, it is
seen that there is a wide disparity between the percentages
of the rural and the urban sympathisers. This may be attribu-
ted to the deep interest of rural students in student associa-
tions. It is verily surprising that even in respect of sympa-
thies for the student associations run in Kolhapur proper
rural students have more interest in them than their collea-
gues in urban places.
5.66 A close examination of the sample shows that out of the
252 rural sympathisers, 82.53% and 17.45%; and of the 225 ur-
ban sympathisers, 83,99 and 15.99% have sympathies for one
student association and for more than one association respec=-
tively, It is observable that sympathies of 82.53% of the
rural and 83.99% of the urban sympathisers have been definitely
defihind definitized for one student association. It means
they have positively come t; owe their allegiance to one stu-
dent association only; they do not pze have preferential con-
siderations for student associations. In the end, it may be
placed on record that this decisiveness is slightly more noti-
ceable among urban students than among rural students.
5,67 A detailed break-down of the table further reveals sym-
pathies of the rural and the urban sympathisers for one student
associations. Out of the 208 rural sympathisers 82.69% have
sympathies for the K.Z.V.S. and of the 108 urban sympathisers
74.60% extend their sympathies m to the K.Z.V.S. This at once
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discloses the top-most popularity of the K.Z.V.S. among
both rural and urban students. Thus a big majority of
students from rural and urban places have interest in the
K.Z.V.S. All the same, it is noticeable that the K.Z.V.S.
is more popular among rural students than among urban
students. The K.Z.V.S. attracts 15.86% of the rural and
24,.86% of the urban sympathisers. It goes without saying
that this association is more popular among urban students
than among rural students. The K.D.V.U.M, draws almost
‘negligible percentages of the rural (l.44%) and the urban
(0.52%) sympathisers. It is needless to say that the
K.D.V.U.M. is more popular among rural students than among

urbkan students.

5.68 A Castewise treatment of the sample shows that the
large number of students of every caste from rural and
urban places have expressed their sympathies for student
associations; hence it would be safe to observe that caste
does not influence sympathies of students. A close view
of the sample further shows that the K.Z.V.S. and the K.Z,
¥.C. have sympathies of almost all castes from rural and
urban places. It is only the K.D.V.U.M. that gets sympa-
thies of only Backward and $gheduled castes from rural
places; and only one urban Maratha has obliged it. It is
seen that a Neo-Buddhist student from rural places, and
Backward and Scheduled castes students from urban places
have reserved their opinion. Clearly, they have adopted
neutral posture in expression of their sympathies for
student associations.
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