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CONCLUSIGNS

vere in India we were fortunate enough to have
had a seminal thinkers of the calibre of Mahatma Gandhi
who gave us the concept of antyodaya. 1In who's view, the
utility of all development programmes must De measured

against one basic yardstick, i.e. the real benefits to be

erived by the poorest person. This concept has been
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firmly reiterated by the Janata b ty which has called
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nfor a new type of planning, a new approach to administra-
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tion, new values and an altogether new ethos." £y
planning dilemma should combine political and professional
skills first then the role of scientists and technologists
starts with development activ rities for balanced regional
development. Antyodaya is nothing conversion of develop-
ment activities into portfolio of economically vital
projects are seriously  under-taken in consultation with

bankers and administrators for upliftment of - poorest of

poor family.
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Development is meaningful only if it is lanked
with social and economic justice. The economic justice

Hh

was tried to be given in 'Antyodaya' Dby providing means o
1ife. The scheme is meaningful inthe sense that it
directly acts on upliftment of rural poors. Insze§g1gf

integrating all kinds or justice. This is the




feature that 'antyodaya' is well known for that.

The whole ‘*Antyodaya' programme may be summer ised
in following chart. This chart will show that the scheme
was mainly concentrated on employment generation through
self-employment ventures or wage employment, and secondly,
welfare of weaker section was emphasised only for rural
poors, living below poverty line, which was t he end
product of Antyodaya to place such poors above the poverty
line. The scheme was divided into Lgriculture and Allied

Sectors and Industrial Development Programmes. Al
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plated programmes were assisted by banks leaving 1land

allectment and pension followed by government subsidy.

The mobilisation of resources is an important

factor in planning strategies, without which the aims of
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plan will not be £ruitfull. The Antyodaya has arranged to
use local resources for the development of a particular
localiy. The resources include bank finances subsidy and
grants to various schemes like SFDA, MFAL, DPAP, DDP, Khadi
and village Industries Board, etc. These programmes inclu-
des various small activities catagorised in the chart,

The funds were supplied by commercial and co-operative
banks of a locality. The loans were allotted on differen-

tial Interest rait

es ratios.
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antvodava at first instance was left to publicity
5 ¥ g Y
by conscious social butterflies. &nd it was also in the



ANTYODAYA
A
T N
agriculture & Industrial Development
Allied Sector Programme
i) Land allotment Khadi rihy VillEge
ii) Land improvement programme \ industries industries
iii) Animal Husbandry programmes N \L/ v
€.g. Sheep, goat, cow, i) Charaka 1) Anaj dal 1) Tailoring
bgrfgiowétgamel, poultry, ii) Karghas 2) Prasadan 2) Basket
piggexry o 11i) 041 2) Gramin Making
iv) others e.g. bullock carts +2 ghanis Tel 3) Niwar
buffalow carts, camel carts, : ) Charmes makin
& donkey carts etc, a6 g
Y09 4) Mat
4) Gur making
5) Khandsari 5) Churi
6) saban making
) 6) Petty
) rasha shops
8) Loohari &
Suthari
9) Bans bent etc,
T V4 Al i/
"
—~——————i%:§élf Employment /
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Cereals & pulses, processing, oil cousing,
leather tanning, shoe making, gur, khandasari,
soap making, village pottery work, rope making

white washing material industries, blacksmithi,
& carpentary.

Wage Employment ~

Free educatien
School dress
School scholarship

Y ;
= Welfare of Weaker &

//% Class

Cattle insurance
free legal aia

Pension

Free medical care

Housing accodomation

Excemption of stadp duty
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charge of serious people Who understand the problem in

depth. The good-will of all important political parties

was sought £or this progranme of global importance. But

=N

ecach individual's conktripution to the programne Was SnEl=
nite simal importance. As well as the beneficieries WEre

only benefit takers, nothing more.

Rajastan covernment no doubt had created a general
awareness ziong the poor. Hot only this the programme
look forward to a wide range of employment through which
a family would get at least means of livelihood. The
failures and guccesses were measured by strictly economic
yardsticks. antyodaya nad helped in raising status and

credit worthiness in villages +hrough assisting economic

activities to the beneficieries.

The identification of 'antyodaya' wWas found fair
in almost all districts, leaving minor doubtful identifi-
cations only in selected districts. The selection was
contributed Ly vLWs, school teachers, Sarpanchas., and memnber
of gram—panchayat. Because they know the economic condi-
tion of villagers. 5ome families were lately known that

they were jdentified for Aantyodaya scheme.

Prom Antyodaya many schemes were demanded by pOOr
families as well as social workers, €.d. sanitation progra- .

mme. The free medical care was available only where covt,

hospitals are availapble. It was doubtful that purchase of
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animals by poors were economically weak to enter into

it < T - & ; G -
rieitful bargamining some funds were also misutilised.

Fa

Cattle and sheep rearing were well developed but the
average productivity was low. Fodder shortage was the

main problem of the local livestock population.

India is well known for multi-faced development
taking place for a selected areas. This affected on the
development programmes which had became ill health.
OCbviously there is no single method which could be applied
to the country as a whole with its diverse social and eco-

nomic conditions.

To introduce mixed farming for anktyodaya families
would be helpful. Inspite of the low productivity of land
Rajastan produces surplus foodgrains. The potential for
development in agriculture is very large though not suffi-

ciently tapped so far.

The lag between sanctioning and disbursement of
loans was not substantial, the urgent attention was not

given to the task of speeding up disbursement.

The total subsidy programme was substantial but
its benefit does not gone to the poorest of poor families.

There was delay in the Procedure_

The fact remains that in areas where the density

of operations under Antyodaya scheme wWas inadeguate, the
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antyodaya families deces not got sufficient technical,
marketing and other assistance after loan disbursement.
Therefore, the linkages of beneficieries with technical
agencies need not be urgently improved, otherwise the
full income effects of assets given materialises in a

short period of time. In adequate of follow up assis-

tances were too serious.

Most of the so-called thinkers advised about
inadguacies of institutions which was not improved. The
working of finand al institutions was not mutual and co-

ordinative.

To supplement government efforts, co-operation of
non-official bodies like voluntary agencies engaged in
social and rural development work and professional insti-
tutions was not proposed vitally to be sought by associa-
tions them in the formulation and implementation of blocic
level plans under 'Antyodaya'. The plan was implemented

as government plan.

The scheme was started by Janata Government which
was much influenced by Gandnism. After the collapse of
Janata Sovernment in July 1979 and changes in strategies
proposed in the Draft Sixth Plan also created an uncer-—

tainty regarding the programme and at last the scheme has

been suspéended.

awntyodaya only concentrate on transfer of income
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and creation of employment.

The success of programme will depend on the effi-
ciency and dedication with which the concerned governmental
and non~governmental agencies implement it. But it is

truism that most of our plans have founded on the rock of
implementation, many plans, ideas may not see Ehe light
of day', because they are never implemented. The success
of the programune, therefore, depend upon its efficient im-

This was not Ffound with government agencies.

amounts to nothing

departmental investments.

The social and cultural life of the majorities of
nouses holds are dishertening. They have little social

life and enjoyment.

Tt is an economic project of individual benefit and

Fodit]

not those of common benefit.

ntial that all borrowers who belongs

1]

t was most €ss

to the weaker sections should get loans botth from commercial

and cooperative banks at the same rate of interest but was

]

not balanced which affects hardships and inequality o
over, without support of institutional

agencies successful implemert ation of various schemes under

antyvodaya is not possible. It had seen that the state Govt,
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had tried in motivating of banks to agree to provide

t

timely and adequate loan finance the r ate of interest
charged by commercial and coopzrative banks was compa-
ratively high the banks could not £ind any supervisory

activity to watch on utilization of loans, due to ill-

transport facilities towards rural areas.

Keeping in line with the all India policy of
levelopment of cottage and village industries and the
needs of the state, the greater investment amount for
these industries is required. Under Khadi and Village

Industries the antyodaya families were improved their

standard of living.

The yntyodaya programmeé was not fundamentally
different from present ‘'New Twenty Point Programme of
India.'

The antyodaya programme has considered only the
identification of selecting the poors and providing them
employment or maiking them economical ly viable through

exploitative institutional frame work.

Improvement in the guality of life and purchasing
power of the most under-priviledged sections of the rural
poor will be the sole criterion in the determination of

priorities in programme formulation and implementation.

v

nffective implementation of the land reforms may



affect better than allotment of land to poor families and
will generate employment opportunities and automatically

equalises the income disparity.

if Government of Rajastan has to increase employ-
ment, then it would be better to start public works and
=mployment Guarantee Schemes or Food for Works Programmes.
The Integrated Rural Development Scheme is well known

plan for rural develoopment programme.

The application of new technology on small farm

will reinforce the economy.

Risk Fund though introduced for encouraging the

financial institutions was not collected suffciently.

The problem of marketing tie up was not solved by
the government., The beneficieries belong to weaker sege-
ment of society does find a danger of their exploitation
with the emergence of unscruplous elements. The marketing
tie up would have ensured a regular flow of income to the

beneficieries.

Though cattle insurance is essential the rates of

premium were, however, very high.

Land improvements were done out of surplus land
which was usually waste and uncultivable. The land allot-

ment was not followed by the loan assistance for land
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improvements to the required demand.

The officials of revenue, blocks level offices
were affected on their normal departmental duties. They

faced the burden of duties.

The departmental co-ordination which is basic for

Antyodaya or any other schemes was found not proper.

The poors were not helped to become more product-

ive and growth oriented.

There should be a regular system of concurremréva—
luation of the working of the programme to adopt timely

corrective measures.

Thus, as mentioned earlier the target achieved
under the programme are very high ranging between 58 and
100 per cent. This had encouraged many other state govern-
ments to adopt this programme. The Central government has
announced that the central help for this programme will be
available to states if it is carried out under the L.R.De
programme. A provision of . 1500.00 lakhs has been Kkept
for this programme for the sixth plan period and &s. 300.00
lakhs for 1981-82. The target of families to be benefitted
under this programme during the sixth plan period is 4.10

lakhs and that for 1981-82, 0.90 lakh families.

The programme is already introduced and continued
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in Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Manipur
and Crissa. And the process of identifving the beneficia-
ries is on in these states. The Antyodaya has supported
by World sank and Ford Foundation. The R.B.I. also tried
in revising the system of advancing institutional credit

to the poorest people who have no asset to offer as

security against loan. Cnly the value-orientation should

be taken at this stage, wnich is the moot point in imple=

mentation of the programne.

As has happened earlier in the case of other pro-
grammes, the banks run into dffficulties with the non-pay-
ment or delayed payments of the loan instalments. What is
needed is to create an awareness among the beneficiaries
to pay their loans. The Government has been convincing
the R.B.,I. in revising the system of advancing institu-
tional credit to the pooreét pveople who have no offer as

security against loan.

As was seen from targets achieved by field survey
and the determination of the Government of Rajastan to
bring the development process right down to the grass roots
level, the programme is definitely going to make a dent
into the poverty of the rural population of the 3tate. The

tempo is needed to be sustained.

Thus, the problem of elimination of poverty is not

only a problem of identifyving the poor and helping them.
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It is not the problem of tackling the individual poor
householder. The basic problem as mentioned by Dr. 2.Ce
Mehta (Reader, Rajastan University, Jaipur) is that of
realising the rural economy from clutches of feudal-userer
c((cja’)(/. : Bal o
\é The Programme should involve the division and
transfer of huge resources from the rural rich to the
rural poor, for which the political cadre and administra-
tive machinery doew not éxist this position. Hence the
programme be expected to have a lasting effect on the
problem which it aims to solve This calls for revision
and rearrangement of plan priorities with re-orientation
of socio-economic structure in rural areas, industrial
growth, development of appropriatée tedinology, provision
of adequate finance, regular supply of raw material,
marketing tie up, training for skill development, creation
of proper infrastructure and efforts to redistribute the
income and consumption in favour of the poor sections of
the society. Growing of an agro-industrial rural economy
as an integral part is the need of the hour and will alone
can lead us towards the right direction in solving this

really formidable problem of rural poverty.



