
PREFACE

The cost and price of Bidi manufacturing has become 
a major problem to the Bidi manufacturers in recent times.
The present study pertains to the cost and price of branded 
and unbranded bidies in Nipani area.

In 1978, Janata Government abolished Central excise 
duty on raw tobacco and the same was imposed on branded bidies* 
At that time, the permission was also granted for manufacturing 
unbranded (loose) bicies to a certain limit of production. As 
a result, the unbranced bidies started floating in the market 
competing with branded bidies.

These changes in Bidi Market gave me impetus to 
undertake the study of the cost and price of Bidies and the 
problems faced by Bidi manufacturers in this connection.
Because the price factor is very important to Bidi manufacturer 
to succeed in the competition in the Bidi market in India.

In this research work, I have been greatly benefitted 
by my visits to various bidi factories in Nipani where I had 
the opportunity of studying the various items of the cost 
structure,of Bidi-manufacturing process.

In the completion of this work, I owe a debt of 
gratitude to my guide Prof. Dr. C.S. Shetti (ShreshthL), 
without whose guidance, help and encouragement this work would 
not have been completed.

I am also thankful to Prof. A.D. Shinde (the Director) 
Dr. P.S. Rao (the Principal), Prof. T.A. Shiware, Prof. V.P. 
Wadkar of Chh. Shahu Central Institute of Business Education 
and Research for their kind co-operation in this respect. I 
also thank Dr. Devastnale of the Department of Education, 
Shivaji University, Kolhapur who taught me the methodology of 
Research and Teaching Technique.
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I am also thankful to the Principal, Devchand College, 
Arjunnagar and my colleagues, Prof. S.R. Nadkarni, Prof. B.M. 
Savadi, Prof. G.K. Joshi and Prof. R.M. Vhadadi for their 
encouragement and help in this work.

I am also thankful to the Librarians and staff of the 
libraries of Chh. Shahu Institute and Shivaji University, 
Kolhapur as well as of Devchand College, Arjunnagar.

In this research work, I must also express my gratitude 
to the office bearers of the Central Excise Department, 
Agricultural Produce Aterket Committee, Tobacco Research Station 
of Nipani, various bidi manufacturers in Nipani and especially 
Shri. R.V. Kadam, Managing Director of M/s. Pistol Bidi Work 
Pvt. Ltd., Nipani and Shri. Shashikant B. Shah, Partner of 
M/s. Shah Chhaganlal Ugarchand, Nipani for providing valuable 
information and data.

Lastly, I must extend my most sincere thanks to 
Shri. S.J. Chavan, Nipani for his neat and artistic typing 
work, without which, this dissertation could not have taken 
shape.

*
Kolhapur.
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