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CHAPTER-IV

IRRIGATION DEVELOPMENTS DURING 20
POINT ECONOMIC PROGRAMME PERIOD

Irrigation is necessary, not only for higher yield per 

hectare of land, but also to promote the sowing activities of 
two or more crops during an agricultural year.* Sufficient, 

regular and assured water supply helps to grow the different 

crops in proper and healthy manner. Rainfall is the tradi­

tional and natural source of water supply. Agricultural 

activities since immemorial tiroes were dependant upon this 

natural source of water. But irregular, unstable and uneven 

rainfall conditions have been creating different problems in 

the agricultural activities. Agriculture being the only 

source of income, unstable . agricultural production affects 

the farmers, the economy of the taluka in different ways. 

Income of the farmers is not only limited, but also unstable. 

This is leading to increase poverty among the farmers. Poverty, 

illeteracy, limited income and continuous existence of 

unfavourable natural conditions are affecting adversely upon 

the attitude of the farmers. They are traditional minded and 

are having apathetic attitude towards adopting modern methods 

of cultivation for increasing agricultural production. 

Increasing general price level in the country is adding the 

fuel in the fire of poverty.
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Demand for food grains and raw materials is increasing 
rapidly with the rapidly increasing population and economic 
development activities in recent years, increasing agricul­
tural production is the need of the time. It will help to 
increase economic welfare of the farming community, which 
forms the majority in the population, and will encourage the 
economic activities in the taluka. The taluka under study,
not only comes under the semi-draught prone area, but it is

2industrially backward in nature. Almost all the economic 
activities are dependant upon agricultural production.
Existing traditional conditions and traditional methods of 
cultivation in the taluka are not suitable for these changes. 
Tb increase the gross-cropped area is necessary to increase 
total agricultural production. Due to the long term existence 
of agricultural activities in the taluka, most of the 
cultivable land is taken under cultivation. There are limited 
chances for extensive agriculture for increasing agricultural 
production. Optimum utilization of existing agricultural 
resources is essential under these conditions. Government is 
providing different direct and indirect facilities in these 
respects. Agricultural department is encouraging the farmers 
with the help of different schemes, such as 'Training and 
Visit* scheme, provision of different new high yielding 
varieties of seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, implements at 
concessional rates and necessary guidance at free of cost.
But all these efforts of the agricultural department are
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having very limited success. Fanners are not taking the 
benefits of these schemes. These new methods requires 
proper, careful and continuous supervision, more investments 
and of all these, it requires assured water supply. But only

313.89% of the total geographical area is under irrigation.
Under these situations the modem methods do not provide the 
expected rate of yield. To increase the irrigation facilities 
is essential# not only to create confidence among the farmers# 
but also to increase and sustain the rate of agricultural 
productions. As the government remains having sufficient 
resources at its disposal# should take lead in the development 
of irrigation facilities. Efforts are necessary to increase 
irrigation facilities through government irrigation projects. 
Provision of financial help and technical guidance to the 
individual fanners to develop individual irrigation, especially 
well irrigation, is necessary. Expansion of infrastructural 
facilities, on farm facilities like bunding,levelling, drainag­
ing, is also essential in these aspects.

Agriculture is included in the State list# hence 
individual States are undertaking agricultural development 
activities indepdntely. Fortunately the Karnataka State 
Government has undertaken different major irrigation projects, 
after completion of which# the area irrigated will increase 
considerably.
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4.1 Present irrigation conditions s

Irrigation consists efforts related to the maximum 
utilization of water flowing on the ground, as well as the 
underground water storages. Streams and rivers forms the 
major sources of flowing water, of which the later has 
comparatively more water potentialities.

There are three important rivers in the taluka. Two of 
which are flowing from the northern part of the taluka, and 
the third river flows in the north east part. The former two 
cover the large part of the taluka, but the third river has 
more water potentialities. Vedganga and Dudhaganga rivers 
come from Maharashtra, flow towards the eastward direction, 
while the river Krishna come from Maharashtra, flows in the 
north east part to southern direction. Vedaganga and 
Dudhaganga river meets each other at the village Kunnur. The 
Dudhaganga river meets later on to tee big river Krishna at 
Kallol. Dudhaganga river determines the border lines of 
Maharashtra and Karnataka States. Vedganga and Dudhaganga 
rivers are having seasonal and limited water potentialities, 
hence the irrigation activities are comparatively limited on 
the banks of these rivers. While the river Krishna is having 
sufficient water potentialities and good storage capacities. 
This helps for irrigation of longer period. Insufficient 
water potentialities of those rivers which flows in major 
part of the taluka and the sufficient water potentialities
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but limited coverage of area of Krishna river is the main 

cause of limited use of river water for irrigation in the 

taluka.

There are innumerable small water streams, throughout 

the taluka, but irregular, insufficient and uneven rainfalls 

are making them useless for irrigation purposes. During 

raining seasons, efforts are made to utilize the stream water, 

but uneven slope of lands, absence of other onfarm facilities, 

this source of irrigation has very limited scope in irrigation, 

Following table shows the comparative positions of existing 

sources of irrigation facilities in the taluka in 1982-83.

Present Irrigation Conditions
Table - 1

Sources Area irrigated 
(in hectares)

Percentage to 
net irrigated 
area

Canals 1942 11.00

Tanks 183 1.03

Wells 9653 54.72

Other sources 5864 32.24

Net irrigated 
area 17642

Source t District at glance 1982-83
Statistical Department, Bel gaum.
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Absence of dams and sufficient canal facilities,

canal irrigation covers only 11.00% of the total irrigated

area. Improper selection of the places for different types

of irrigation tanks, careless constructions, negligance in

proper maintenance and of all these irregular and insufficient

rainfall over the years in recent period, are the causes for

very negligible part played by the tank irrigation. Lack of

government major, medium and minor irrigation projects,

farmers in the taluka are traditionally compelled to depend
4

upon the private well irrigation. Well irrigation creates 

and provides more benefits to the farmers, than the government 

irrigation facilities. Short period is required for 

construction of a well, it is completed in less investment, it 

provides individual ownership to the farmers, different plots 

of lands of different places and hights are irrigated with the 

help of well irrigation facilities. These benefits attracts 

the farmers to have their own irrigation facilities. This 

reduces the burden on the government and hence efforts are 

made to encourage the development of well irrigation by direct 

and indirect measures. Under these conditions the number of 

wells and area irrigated has increased considerably. Nearly 

55.00% of the irrigated area in the taluka comes under the 

well irrigation. During the 20-Point Economic Programme 

period, irrigation had received a top priority. Generous 

policies are adopted to encourage the development of well 

irrigation. Loans are given liberally for digging of new
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wells, deepening and repairing of old wells, installation 

of I.P. sets, pipe line on easy terms and with large amount 

of subsidy. Technical guidance from the geological department 

is made available at very nominal charges.

Water table is going down slowly, as a result of the 

insufficient and irregular rainfalls in recent years. Ibis 

natural calamity is limiting the irrigation activities in the 

taluka. With the reducing water table of the old wells, which 

were having sufficient water storages are facing the problem 

of scarcity of water. New wells are requiring more depth 

than before and sometimes these efforts are failed. These 

are not only increasing the construction cost but instabiling 

in well water resources. Recently bore wells are dug to exploit 

the underground water resources existing in the deep level of 

ground. Government and different financial institutions are 

releasing loans on easy terms for well irrigations. Recently 

primary Land Development Bank in the taluka is trying to 

refrain from the loans to those farmers, whose efforts of 

digging the deep wells have failed. Small and marginal 

farmers who form the majority of farming community in the 

taluka, are unable to get these facilities. Those who have 

got the facility are facing the problem of non-feasibility 

of the projects. More cost, less water potentialities and 

limited irrigable land makes the position of these farmers 

more worst. All these together are creating new problems in 

the well irrigation.
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4.2 Development of different sources 
of irrigation in recent years 5

The state government has started different irrigation 

projects in the taluka, since the III Plan. Most of these 

government projects come under the minor irrigation scheme. 

These projects require comparatively less cost of construction 

and which are completed in shorter period of time. Irrigation 

tanks, percolation tanks, barrages, bandharas and lift 

irrigation schemes are the different sources of irrigation, 

coming under the government irrigation scheme. Privately 

owned wells are also playing the role as an Important source 

of irrigation.

Well irrigation forms the major part of the irrigated 

area in the taluka. Out of the total irrigated area in 1975, 

nearly 42.27% was under well irrigation. Only 2.65% irrigated 

area was under the irrigation facilities provided by the 

irrigation tanks. 13.23% irrigation was supplied by the 

pereotenon tanks, 23.38% irrigation was provided by barrages, 

8.76% by bandharas and 11.74% from the lift irrigation schemes. 

This reveals the position of irrigation through different 

sources in the beginning of the study period. During 2o-Point 

Economic Programme period efforts are not only made to expand 

the government minor irrigation schemes but also to encourage 

the well irrigation. The study indicates that the sources of 

irrigation under, government minor irrigation schemes have 

achieved very limited success during this period.
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4.3 Causes of rapid development 
of well irrigation s_______

Well irrigation is as old as the agricultural 
irrigation efforts. Individual farmers, who understood the 
importance of irrigation and who were able to bear the cost 
of well construction, were trying to increase their agricultural 
production with the help of well irrigation. Before indepen­
dence, especially land mortage banks and later on the land 
development banks were providing loans for well irrigation.
After independence State Bank of India and some other Commercial 
Banks were providing such loans. But due to their complecated 
and lengthy credit policies and especially the commercial 
policy followed by the commercial banks, farmers were not getting 
sufficient loans. Situations in these regards have changed 
especially after the bank nationalization. Government ordered 
these big commercial banks to provide different types of loans 
to the farmers. Rapid branch ejqjansion programme of these banks, 
especially in rural area# cultivated the banking habits in the 
minds of the illeterate farmers. As these farmers started to 
deposit their savings in these banks, they also became habituated 
with the credit facilities of these banks. Syndicate Bank, which 
is the lead bank in the taluka, is playing an important role not 
only in advancing the loans, but also to study the real needs of 
the farmers and proper utilization of these loans. Adoption of 
modern methods of cultivation in the different parts of the 
taluka# has also attracted the farmers, to develop their own well
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irrigation. Recently different financial institutions are 
corning forward to provide credit facilities for irrigation 
development. Other commercial banks in the taluka, primary 
Land Development Bank, Belgaum District Central Cooperative 
Bank, State Bank of India, Regional Rural Banks and even the 
strong primary cooperative credit institutions are providing 
loans for irrigation development. Recent irrigation loans 
provided by these institutions is diversified in nature. They 
are providing loans not only for digging new wells but also 
for deeping of old well, bore well?, installation of I.P. sets, 
pipeline etc. All these activities are encouraging the well 
irrigation for wider area and for longer period. The new 
subsidy loans scheme of the government under Revised 20-Point 
Economic Programme, have boosted up the activities of well 
irrigation. Since 1975 the number of the wells has increased 
to 4.654 while the area irrigated has increased to 12654 upto 
1982-83. This increase in area might be due to the increase in 
the numbers of wells as well as due to increasing other related 
facilities like electricity supply, increasing number of l.P. 
sets, pipe line etc. Recently government has been encouraging 
the well irrigation because this source of irrigation possesses 
some peculiar characteristics such as s

a) Comparatively less cost of construction.
b) Requires less time for its completion.
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c) Water availability immediately after the 
completion of construction.

d) Private ownership leads to proper and optimum 
utilization of existing water resources.

e) Possibility of provision of water to different 
plots of lands, especially in draught prone area.

f) Most convenient to the farmers.
g) Cost of construction is borne by the concerning 

farmers individually.
h) No financial burden of this source of irrigation 

falls upon the government.
i) These loans are repaid by these farmers regularly.

All these peculiar characteristics of well irrigation 
not only popularised this source of irrigation among the 
farmers, but also encouraged the government to provide direct 
and indirect facilities for well irrigation development.
District Geological Department is providing technical guidance 
to the farmers at very nominal charges of Rs. 10/-. Geological 
experts visits the plots of the farmers. He inspects the 
necessary related factors and advice the farmers to dig a well 
at certain point. These eaqpert services are reducing the risk 
of failure of the schemes. Primary Land Development Bank try 
to refrain the loans of those farmers, whose efforts of digging 
a well or bore-well has failed. All these favourable conditions 
are helping to preserve and to increase the dominance of well 
irrigation in the taluka.
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All the sources of irrigation in the taluka comes 

under the government minor irrigation schemes. Government 

irrigation schemes in the other parts of the Bel gaum district 

are doing considerably well and it was the expectation to 

expand these activities in the taluka during study period. But 

due to different deficiencies, there is not satisfactory 

progress in these schemes, observations in this regard reveals 

that, improper selection of the places of projects, their 

prolonged constructions, variation in rainfalls, absence of 

necessary on-farm infrastructure facilities, ignorance and 

apathetic attitude among the farmers towards these schemes, 

local politics are some of the reasons for limited success of 

these projects. The statistics in these regards indicates that 

the number of pereolatron tanks has increased to 11.7696 while 

the irrigated area increased to 57.54%. The number of irriga­

tion tanks has increased to 40.00% and its irrigated area to 

127.37%. The number of barages constructed on different streams 

and rivers has increased considerably. This Increase comes to 

44.44% but the area irrigated decreased to 8.68%. Inconveniencies 

of bandhara irrigation might have restricted their number but 

the area irrigated has increased to 12.00% and lift irrigation 

schemes have doubled in number during the period, i.e. 1975 to 

1982 and the area irrigated increased to 53.68%. There is 

increase in the number and area irrigated by these different 

sources but the relative position in total irrigation in the
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taluka indicates tinsatisfactory position, in 1982-83 out of 
the total irrigated area well irrigation canes to 52.17%, 
irrigation tanks to 10.50%, percolation tanks to 11.35%, barages 
to 10.64%, bandharas to 5.35% and of lift irrigation to 
10.00%.
4.4 Cost benefit relations of the 

Government projects «6_______

Increasing irrigation facilities in recent years is 
becoming indispensible in agricultural development, from 
different points of views. It is becoming a part and parcel 
of agricultural activities at all times and at all places. 
Government is giving due importance to this fact and efforts 
are made to increase investment wherever and whenever possible 
to increase irrigation facilities.

With the increasing investment in irrigation it is 
becoming essential that due attention should be given to the 
proportion of investment in different irrigation projects and 
the actual benefits received from these projects. This is 
necessary for optimum utilization of the investment done in 
different projects. The cost benefit analysis reveals the 
position and importance of particular project in increasing 
irrigation facilities in future. For the economisation of the 
investment on different projects, efforts should be made to 
select those projects which provides more irrigation in less 
investment. This is revealed with the help of the per hectare
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average investment of every project. There are six irrigation 
tanks in the taluka. The total investment so far made for the 
construction of these tanks comes to Rs. 11,55,400, while the 
area irrigated during 1975 to 1983 comes to 7677 hectares. The 
investment per hectare in this respect comes to Rs. 150.59. 
Government has invested Rs. 22,57,990 in different twenty two 
percolation tanks. The area irrigated during the above period 
comes to 14, 408 hectares and the per hectare investment to 
Rs. 191.92. The total investment in twelve barages comes to 
Rs. 17,15,000, which provides irrigation to 16,154 hectares.
The investment per hectare in this respect comes to Rs.106.16. 
There are fifteen bandharas in the taluka, for which 
Rs. 3,55,512 investment is done by the government. This 
source provides irrigation to 6,491 hectares of land. The per 
hectare investment of bandharas comes to Rs. 54.77. The 
investment in two completed lift irrigation projects comes to 
Rs. 20,36,340, the irrigation of which covers 17,177 hectares 
and per hectare investment comes to 118.55. All these indicate 
the comparative cost benefit position of different irrigation 
projects in the taluka.Comparative analysis of these sources 
indicates that bandharas are more cheaper than other sources, 
while percolation tanks are most expensive in all the sources 
of irrigation. But these bandharas being constructed on the 
streams /: having limited water potentialities, the use
of this source remains mostly of seasonal nature. Though lift 
irrigation is comparatively expensive, it provides perinial
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irrigation facilities and hence it helps to intensive 
agricultural activities to increase agricultural production. 
There is much scope for lift irrigation schemes in future. 
Government should not only start the irrigation schemes but 
also encourage the cooperative institutions to start such 
projects.

4.5 Organization of minor „ irrigation administration7 s

Minor irrigation administration in the State comes 
under the state irrigation department. There are two main 
divisions of state minor irrigation administration under the 
control of Chief Engineers. South Bangalore division looks 
after the minor irrigation works in the southern part of the 
State. While the administration of northern part of the 
State comes under the North Division, having its administrative 
office at Dharwar. The Divisional Administration is divided 
into two offices i.e. Central Office and Superintending 
Office respectively. The Superintending Engineers remains 
head of these offices. There are three circles of north 
Dharwar Division, namely Dharwar Circle, Bel gaum Circle and 
Gulbarga Circle. The Assistant Superintending Engineers 
remains the head of these circles.
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The Bel gaum Circle is divided into four divisions. 

These are Belgaum Division, Chikodi Division, Bijapur Division 

and Bagalkot Division. Executive Engineers are the heads of 

these divisions. There are regular sub-divisions of every 

divisions according to the needs of the situations. Assistant 

Executive Engineers are the Heads of these sub-divisions. The 

administration of minor irrigation in the taluka under study 

is sub-divided into three parts i.e. Nipani sub-division, 

Chikodi sub-division and Sadalaga sub-division. The western 

part of the taluka comes under the jurisdiction of Nipani 

sub-division. The eastern area comes under the Chikodi 

sub-division and the Sadalga sub-division looks after the 

various activities related to minor irrigation in northern 

part of the taluka.

4.6 New credit policy for
Irrigation development :

Even before independence loans from different 

financial institutions were provided to the farmers for the 

development of irrigation facilities. Considering the 

importance of well irrigation, both primary land development 

bank and commercial banks in the taluka, were providing 

financial facilities. But eventhough primary land development 

bank was specialized in providing long term loans on easy 

terms for irrigation development, the factors such as 

complecated credit policies, long distance of this bank from 

different villages and different malpractises has restricted
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the farmers to take the benefits from this bank. Commercial 

banks were strictly following their commercial policies and 

hence the common farmers were not getting necessary finance 

from these banks. This picture has changed especially after 

the nationalization of big commercial banks. Bank expansion 

programme of these banks during later years, not only increased 

the banking habits among the common man, but also increased 

their regular contacts with these institutions. These banks 

were having their offices in small towns, which were nearer 

to the residents of common farmers. Bank officials were 

having personal contacts with all these villages. Biis new 

situation has given rise to increasing number and amounts of 

loans. Agricultural Refinance Corporation and NaBaRD are 

providing refinancing facilities to these banks against the 

loan documents of irrigation loans. This also helped the 

commercial banks to increase the loans for irrigation 

development.

The number and amounts of the irrigation loans, after 

bank nationalizations has increased rapidly, but this increase 

was much less than the actual demand in this context, hence 

most of the farmers were not getting necessary loahs. 

Especially small and marginal farmers were not having good 

security and proper repayment capacity which also restricted 

the banks to advance the common farmers.
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Unis picture is rapidly changing after the declara­

tion of 20-Point Economic Programme. “Needs and productive 

capacity of the farmers, rather than the strict follow-up of 

banking principles,“ was the main guideline for advancing 

loans to the small and marginal farmers for irrigation 

development. As irrigation was given due importance in the 

20-Point Economic Programme, the necessary financial and 

technical facilities has increased through government 

department as well as by the financial institutions. Recent 

favourable conditions are attracting the fanners to adopt 

modem techniques and methods of cultivations. These methods 

yields much more, but requires regular, sufficient water 

supply. Farmers are taking loans from the banks on increasing 

scale to develop irrigation facilities.

Recent government efforts are most beneficial to 

the common farmers .but these farmers being poor, illeterate 

remains unable to take the benefits of these different 

schemes. Sometimes they remains unable to provide necessary 

security against loans or to pay the necessary 25.00% amount 

required to pay to the bank to get the loans. These problems 

are creating obstacles in the way of implementation of various 

government scheme*.

Irrigation was given top priority in the Revised 20

Point Economic Programme. To speed up the irrigation 

activities financial simply to the small and marginal farmers
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on the easiest terms was essential. After bank nationaliza­

tion, an ironical position was emerged. There were different 

financial institutions having sufficient funds with them and 

were ready to finance, and at the same time there were many 

needy farmers. Absence of proper coordination between this 

demand for and supply of credit was one of the reason for 

limited success to different government policies. Considering 

these past experiences regarding the problems of small and 

marginal farmers, government has declared the new financial 

scheme after 1982 for irrigation development.

The new financial scheme of irrigation development is 

subsidy linked. Farmers are not required to pay any amount at 

the end of taking loans, as it was in existence, small and 

marginal farmers gets the loans with sufficient amount of 

subsidy. This subsidy ranges from 15.00% to 33.00% of the 

loans. Marginal farmer who is the weaker in farming community, 

is given more percentage of subsidy than the small farmers. Of 

course this scheme is strictly restricted to the small and 

marginal farmers, anall farmers gets this subsidy from 15.00% 

to 25.00% of the loans, while marginal farmers gets it from 

25.00% to 33.00% of the loans. The rate of interest on > such 

loans is very nominal and differs according to the amount of 

loans sanctioned. The procedure of getting such loan is also 

easy and convenient to the farmers. The Gram itevak of the 

concerning Panchayat prepares the list of small and marginal 

farmers in that village. He use to contact these farmers to
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discuss about the needs and their financial requirements. The 

prepared list is sent to the Tahasildar. The interview of the 

fanners is taken by the Tahasildar. £br the sake of convenience 

of the fanners these meetings are held in the concerning 

Panchayat office. Tahasildar asks different questions to the 

concerning farmers, related to the need, requirement, its use, 

future benefits, repayment procedure etc. Of course there 

exists generous attitude in this interview and hence almost all 

the needy fanners gets such loans easily. After such meeting 

the Tahasildar and gram sevak finalized the list of the fanners 

and the amounts. Such finalization mostly depends upon the 

real needs of the fanners and economic feasibility of the 

investment. Sometimes farmers remains unnecessarily tempted to 

take these loans due to the subsidy benefits. Defective 

investment does not increases the productivity, but it increase 

the financial burden of the poor farmers. Hence efforts are 

made to study the economic feasibility of the investments 

strictly. All these records are send to the District Rural 

Development Programme Office for the final sanctioning. The 

District Collector, the head of this programme, sanctions these 

loans within few days and sends it to the concerning financial 

institution for advancing the loans. Government gives the amount 

of subsidies to these concerning financial institutions. Ihese 

loans are guaranted by the government, and hence no financial 

institution hesitates to advance the amount. These loans are to 

be repaid on medium term easy instalments. Such loans are given
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for different irrigation activities, such as digging of new 

wells, deepening of old wells, bore wells, E.P. sets, pipe 

lines etc. Ms new subsidy loan scheme for irrigation 

development is not only providing the necessary loans to the 

most needy small and marginal farmers, but also the easiest 

procedure and least cost to get it, is tempting the other 

illeterate common farmers to get the benefits of this new scheme.

Loans and Subsidy given to the Farmers 
(Itemwise credit suddIv)

Table - 3

Items Loans
(Rs.)

Subsidy
(Rs.)

1) New Wells 1,71,000 35, 500

2) Deepening of old wells 1,74,000 45,954

3) E.P. Sets 3, 46,850 91,877

4) Pipe lines 5,74,035 1, 21, 204

5) E.P. Sets and Pipe lines 3, 47, 400 70,180
6) Deepening bid wells and 1,49,000 32,000

7)

E.P. Sets
Deepening of old wells and 1,90,000 48, 498

8)

pipe lines

Bore wells 51,000 8,000

9) Bore wells and E.P. sets 20,000 3,000
10) Bore wells and pipe lines 42, 300 3,000

11) New wells and E.P. sets 16,000 3,000

20,82,185 4,64,213

Source : Records of B.D.O. Office, 
Chikodi.
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This new subsidy loan scheme intends to encourage the 

common farmers to increase irrigation facilities for increasing 

agricultural production. Prior government efforts encouraged 

to increase the well irrigation in the taluka. But due to 

division and fragmentation of lands of common farmers and lack 

of necessary irrigation equipments with them# they were unable 

to utilize existing well water resources. Hence preference in 

this scheme was given to supply loans to purchase the irrigation 

equipments. These farmers were in need of pipe line for 

irrigation of different plots existing at distant places. 

Traditional pipe line system either of iron or of cement was 

constlicr, inconvenient and hence was rarely used by small 

farmers. Inveention of new synthetic and plastic pipes helped 

the farmers in this respects. These pipes are cheaper, 

durable and easy to adjust and carry to distant places easily. 

These conveniences were attracting the farmers, but lack of 

finance they were unable to use it. With the commencement of 

this scheme, common farmers are attracted toward these pipes 

and other equipments.

The total loans given so far under this scheme for 

irrigation development comes to Rs. 20,82,185. Out of this 

total amount 27.57% loans are given to 25.00% of farmers who 

have taken loans, for purchasing pipelines. While 25.75% 

farmers received 16.68% of total loan amount to purchase X.P. 

sets. The 16.66% of the loans are received by 15.15% farmers
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to purchase E.P, sets and pipe lines together. In other 

words the loans received for purchasing necessary irrigation 

equipments together conies to 61.91% to total loans received 

by all the farmers under different heads and the farmers who 

received loans to purchase these equipments comes to 66.66%.

With the reduction in average rainfall, the water table in the 

taluka had gone down. Most of the old wells became dry due to 

change in water table. Deepening of these wells was necessary, 

but these common farmers were unable to do it. with the easy 

and cheapest technical guidance from the geological department 

and the loans under this schemes, attracted the farmers to 

undertake this activity of deepening of old wells. As these 

activities became successful, these farmers have taken the loans 

to install E.P. sets and pipe lines. 23.74% of total farmers 

have taken such loans which amounts to 23.73% of the total loans. 

Uncertainties in water availability and increasing cost of 

digging of new wells due to declining water table restricted to 

take loans to dig new wells. Only 7.07% farmers have taken 

loan of 8.98% to dig new wells and E.P. sets. New techniques 

of exploiting the water resources existing in deeper part of the 

earth, opened the new way of irrigation in the form of bore 

wells. But its high cost, less guarantee of water and least 

belief of the common farmers limited the number and amount of 

loans taken for bare wells and E.P. sets. The number of farmers 

comes to 2.52% and the amount comes only to 5.44% to the loan 

amount sanction under this scheme for different purposes.
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Institutionwi.se credit supply 
under this scheme_____________

Table - 4

Institutions Loans Subsidy
(Rs.) (Rs.)

Syndicate Bank
(The lead Bank of the District)

8,73,800 2,05, 389

Corporation Bank 3,40,500 90,656

State Bank of India 1,23,034 33,692

Bank of Maharashtra 10,000 4, 250

Bank of Baroda 24,000 7,332

Canara Bank 9,000 2,250

Primary Land Development Bank 1,82,601 30,700

Malaprabha Gramin Bank 1, 59, 500 40,000

Belgaum District Central
Corporative Bank

45,800 13, 282

Other cooperative credit 
institutions

3,13,950 36,66 2

20,82,185 4,64, 213

Source : Records of B.D.o. Office,
Chikodi

Different commercial banks are playing an important 

role in the supply of these subsidy-linked loans in the taluka. 

indicate bank being the lead bank in the taluka, is providing
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major share of the total loans. Nearly 41.97% of total loans 

are supplied by Syndicate Bank# Corporation Bank which is 

another nationalised bank# having the good network of branches 

through out the taluka# provides 16.45% of the total loans.

Ihe share of other cooperative credit institutions comes third 

in the ranking of loans supplied. These institutions together 

provided 15.07% of total loans under this scheme. Primary Land 

Development Bank, which is supplying different loans in these 

respects# even before the introduction of this scheme# is 

presently supplying only 8.77% loans. The share of the District 

Central Cooperative Bank is limited only to 2.20%. The Mala- 

prabha Gramin Bank# which is started only recently has done a 

remarkable job in this respect. This bank is supplying 7.66% 

of total loans. The proportion of State Bank of India comes to 

5.91% only. All this indicates that lion's share of the loans 

comes from the nationalized banks. These banks together 

provides 60.38% of loans under this scheme.

4.7 Ganga Kalvan Yolana :

Ganga Kalyan Yojana is the latest development in the 

irrigation schemes started by the Karnataka Government. This 

irrigation scheme is fully financed by the central government 

and is to be used for the irrigation of the lands of economically 

backward fanners.

After the commencement of Fourth Plan, efforts were 

made to achieve social justice and equality. Different schemes
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were introduced for the uplift of socially and economically 

backward people in rural area, financial, housing, educational 

facilities are provided along with different technical guidance 

and assistance. New land reforms in the taluka have redistri­

buted the surplus land to these backward class people. But they 

being poor and illiterate, were unable to invest and develop 

agricultural activities and hence slowly they were compelled to 

give-up these lands to the money-lender as the security against 

their loans. This affected adversely the basic objective of 

land reforms.

Efforts were necessary to help the poor farmers to 

develop their agricultural production. Agriculture being the 

only source of their income it was the need of the time to 

increase their income by this source. Only provision of lands, 

finance and other facilities remains furtile, unless effective 

steps are not taken to change the traditional agricultural 

situations. Creation of stability and increment of agricultural 

production were necessary, and assured regular water supply was 

one of the important steps in this respect. This Ganga Kalyan 

Yojana is prepared and to be implemented to increase the assured 

water supply to these economically backward farmers.

Deep bore wells are dug under this scheme to provide 

free irrigation facilities to the economically backward class 

farmers. The area for this scheme is selected where there 

exists 70.00% land of the minority communities and 30.00% of 

other poor farmers, preferabally of the small and marginal
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farmers. Tahasildar with the help of the village accountant, 

decides the area for such scheme. After the geological survey 

a particular spot is decided to dug the borewell, E.P. sets 

and necessary pipe line is installed for the water supply to 

distant lands of these farmers. There is a ceiling limit of 

rupees one lakh for every such scheme. All the finance is 

supplied by the central government. It is expected that, with 

each of these scheme at least ten hectares of land should be 

brought under new irrigation.

With the help of the central government nearly 200 such

bore wells are to be dug through out the Bel gaum district in due 
8course of time. The taluka administration has submitted two 

proposals of this scheme to the State Government in 1984. lirst 

scheme is at Vadral, the village existing in the south east part 

of the taluka and the second is to be started at Sadalaga, 

situated in the north east part. The first scheme's probable 

requirement cost is of Rs. 86,500 and it will provide irrigation 

nearly to ten hectares of land and the second scheme will require 

the investment of Rs. 91,300 and will provide the irrigation 

facilities to ten hectares of land. As this scheme provides 

irrigation at free of cost, the farmers coming from economically 

backward class and who desires to increase their agricultural 

production through irrigation, will definitely receive more and 

more benefits in due course.
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